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Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
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Author’s Introduction

Praise belongs to Allah 3%, the One and only, the
[rresistible, the Exalted, and the Forgiver of sins. Praise
belongs to Allah &5, the One Who makes the day turn into
night that those who have hearts take warning. Praise belongs
to Allah 3 Who chose from among His servants a group of
people who elevated themselves above worldly delights and
focused their attention on Al-Moragaba, {momentary self-
accountability), and considered the creation of the heavens
and the earth and whatever is in between.

They worshipped Allah with absolute devotion and
prepared for the Hereafter, the eternal dwelling place. They
refrained {rom what displeased Him or dissatisfied Him under
all circumstances.

I praise Him with due praise and testify that La laha illa
Allah, Wahdaho La Sharee Lah, Laho almolk wa Laho
alhamd, wa Howa ala Kolli Shay'in Qadeer (None has the
right to be worshipped but Allah alone and He has no partner.
All Sovereignty is for Him, and all praises are for Him, and
He is the Omnipotent). [ testify also that Muhammad Rasool
Allah (Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah %) who
conveyed the Message, invited us to the upright religion, and
guided us to the Straight Path. May the blessing and peace of
Allah & be upon him, his fellow Prophets and the
Messengers, and their families,

To proceed:
Allah 25 said:
“And T (Allah) have not created the jinn and mankind

except that they should worship Me (Alone) *I do not seek
any provision from them (for themselves or for My creatures)
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nor do I ask that they should feed Me (i.e. feed themselves or
My CIE:IHII'E‘.‘:} e (51: 56- ST}

LAJ,:_QJ_JL)AHMJJJ! LA{431]¢_‘1_9:‘|:\!_I-1‘}'1 ,g_).u.'l.'hrl_g (_p.“ 1__-&;\_”?
(ev-e1 il i) @f [av} L}JA,_h:; J :..Ul

Thus, the Noble Koran has clearly defined the purpose for
the creation of men and jinn. They were created to worship
Allah &, and thus, they should pay attention to the purpose
of their creation.

They should bear in mind that this life is transitory, it is
not eternal; and they should therefore elevate their souls from
its temporary delights. It i1s a bridge over which they are
crossing to the Hereafter.

For this reason, the worshippers and the ascetics are the
only wise ones among mankind. Allah & depicts worldly life
as a passing phase and a pastime. He 33 said:

‘_]l.j,.i f'S‘-’J-‘“"'.B KNP Y rSJlPJJ ALFP }53"-' OS o J 3
[=5.ﬁl '-_IA.I Lﬂ.l_ja.a_).ll l_)SLu.l.nJ lI.h.‘I-LmS. uj.ul-"l—'l .:-JL'L.‘IJ l'.h_,.n.l&_).\lll
F g Y A 5l A 1 i 8 ey 4L
(Ve ) # ol
“Verily, the likeness of (this) worldly life is the water
(rain) that We send down from the sky through which grows
the intermingled produce of the earth, of which men and
cattle eat, until the earth is clad with its adornments and 1s
beautified, and its people think that they have the power of

disposal over it, Our Comimand reaches it by night or by day
and We make it like a clean-mown harvest, as if it had not
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flourished one day! Thus We do explain the signs in detail for
the people who reflect *” (10: 24)

There are many verses that support this concept. The poet
told the truth when he said:

There are some judicious servants of Allah;
They have divorced life and feared the trials.
They considered it deeply;
and when they realized that
it is not the dwelling place of a prudent one,

They saw it as a rough sea and looked at righteous deeds
as a ship for crossing that sea.

Thus, it has been established that this life is transient and
the purpose behind our creation is clear, so a wise and tactful
person should behave as the righteous ones do. He should
prepare himself for what he will inevitably be confronted
with.

One can attain this state only through the simplest and
most obvious path; the path conveyed to us by the Seal of the
Prophets (peace be upon them), Muhammad #

Allah #& said:
‘fjggaﬂji‘y”b;di Ml‘h«m JJL._MJJ;.,'MFL L_pan Uk
s Ay, L1FJJHJJ_FMUME.LJAJ1 S AR
| 55 ¢ Aol sl e rsjihﬂd f-ﬁ ek eS-LAJ-*‘—I Vs ) sidali
o Al 1 u"ﬁ-'ib f-*'i"' S | Ty g D e |5 oln
(vsatd) 4 5,.111;.“ J.;Lf...uajil
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“0O you who believe! Do not violate the sanctity of the
Symbols of Allah, the sacred month(s), or the animals
brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out such
animals (driven as sacrifices), nor the people resorting to the
Sacred House seeking the bounty and good pleasure of their
Lord. But when you come out of the state of Thram you may
hunt, and let not the hatred of some people for (once) shutting
you out of the Sacred Mosque lead you to transgression (and
hostility). Help one another in righteousness and piety, but
do not help one another in sin and rancor. Fear Allah for
Allah is strict in punishment ** (5: 2)

It has been authentically narrated that the Messenger of
Allah # said:

Narrated Abu-Huraira ; “The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
“He that relieved a worldly distress from his brother, Allah &
would relieve a distress from him in the Hereafter; he that
veiled a defect of a Muslim', Allah & would veil him in life
and in the Hereafter; and he that eased an insolvent, Allah
would ease (his state) in life and in the Hereafter™ Allah &
would support him that supports his brother. He that took a
way scarching for knowledge, Allah would facilitate a way to

"Veiling a Muslim's defect as ordered in this Hadith is confined to
the defects of those who are not known for committing such acts
of disobedience or the sins that have been committed. As to one
who is known for committing such actions or acts of disobedience,
it is recommendable to report him to the ruler, as long as this
would not lead to more dangerous trouble; as veiling defects in
such cases leads to more problems.

% If someone gave a period of grace for repayment or exempted a
debtor of his debt, no matter whether he is a believer or an
unbeliever, Allah # will ease each difficult matter for him.
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Paradise for him. There is no group of people who sat in a
mosque reciting Allah’s Book and studying it among
themselves, except tranquility would descend on them, mercy
would overshadow them, and the angels would encircle them.
And he whose deed caused him to lag behind, his affinity
would not bring him forward.”

Sahl ibn Sa'ad “# Narrated that he heard the Prophet™: on
the day (of the battle) of Khaybar saying: I will give the flag
to a person at whose hands Allah will grant victory. 5o, the
Companions of the Prophet™z got up, eagerly wishing to see
to whom the flag will be given, and each one of them were
hoping to be given the flag. But the Prophet™& asked for Ali
. Someone informed him that he was suffening [rom eye
trouble. So, he ordered them tobring Ali  in front of him.
Then the Prophet™zspat 1 his eyes and his eyes were cured
immediately, as if he had never any eye trouble. Ali  said;
“We will fight against them (the infidels) until they become
like us (Muslims). The Prophet™said: “Be patient, until you
face them and invite them to Islam and inform them of what
Allah has enjoined upon them. By Allah! If a single person
reverted to Islam at your hands (i.e. through you), that will be
better for you than the red camels.” { Bukhari ).

Narrated Abu-Huraira ; “The Messenger of Allah # said:
“He that invited people to do good would have a reward equal
to the reward of those who followed him without any
decrease in theirs. And he that invited people to do evil deeds
would have a punishment equal to those who followed him
without any decrease in theirs.”

Based upon this, I planned to compile an abridged
compilation of authentic Hadiths to help the Muslim in his
endeavors for the Hereafter and in purifying his soul
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I pledged to bring together in this compilation only
authentic Hadiths and I introduced each chapter with the
relevant verses of the Noble Koran, with a brief explanation if
that was necessary.

[ hope that this compilation will be a guiding light to one
who hopes for the Hereafter and a restraint for him from
committing what ruins him.

I beg each brother who reads this compilation and benefits
[rom it to pray to Allah & for me, for my parents, for my
teachers, and for the Muslim community as a whole,

[ rely solely on Allah & and entrust my affairs to Him. He
4% 15 Sufficient for me and the best One to entrust.
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
Al Jlza)y A Gl — )
Chapter( 1)
Sincerity and Intention

[The tention behind an action is the key element in
differentiating between routine acts and acts of worship, and
sincerity of intention is the key element in acceptance of
deeds. A believer should therefore direct his intention purely
and sincerely for Allah’s sake. He should not discredit other
people’s praise because they are just human beings like
himself. The relation between one creature and the other is
like the relation between two tied men, neither of them can
help the other in anything.

Allah 2% accepts from deeds those that are performed
solely for His Sake. He 2% is the One Who stands in no need
of any creature and hates it if partners are ascribed to Him.
Allah &= says:
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*Say (O Muhammad!): 'l am only a man like you. It has
been revealed to me that your God is One God. So whoever
hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him work

righteousness and associate none as a pariner in the worship
of his Lord.” *" (18: 110)
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said:

Narrated Abu-Huraira ; ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Allah % said: "I am the One Who stands in no need of any
partner. Thus, he that ascribed any partner with Me (in his
intention) I leave him to his partner.””” And
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Narrated Ogba ibn Muslim: ‘Shofayya Al-Asbahi told
me that he entered Madina and found some people sitting
round a man. He asked about him and he was told that he was
Abu-Huraira .” Shofayya said; ‘I approached him until I sat in
front of him while he was still talking to the people. When he
finished and was alone I said to him I ask you earnestly, by
Allahds. to tell me a Hadith you heard from the Messenger of
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Allah % and that you have understood well.” Abu-Huraira
said: "I will do so. 1 will convey to you a Hadith that the
Messenger of Allah # told me and that [ understood well.”™

Shofayya said: © Abu-Huraira  sighed loudly and waited
for a short while, then he recovered and said; "1 will tell you a
Hadith that the Messenger of Allah 4 told me in this house
when there was no one here but me.” Shofayya said: * Abu-
Huraira sighed loudly and waited for a short while then he
recovered himself, wiped his face and said; ‘T will convey to
you a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah # told me in this
house where no one was attending except me. Then, Abu-
Huraira sighed even more loudly and leant forward falling on
the ground. I supported him for a long time until he recovered .

He then said: "The Messenger of Allah # told me: "On the
Day of Judgment, Allah & will descend to judge between the
people. Every nation will be kneeling. The first people He 35
will summon will be a man who had memorized the Koran, a
man who was killed for Allah’s cause, and a wealthy man.
Allah & will say to the one who had memorized the Koran
(and he used to recite it perfectly): “Have I not taught you
what I revealed to My Messenger?” He will say: "Yes indeed
my Lord!” Allah & will say: “What did you do with what you
have been taught?” He will say: "T used to recite it by day and
night.” Allah & will say: “You have lied,” and the angels will
say: “You have lied.” Allah & will say: “No, you intended
that people would say: ‘So and so recites the Koran
perfectly.” And it was said (So you have taken the reward you
hoped for).”

Then the wealthy man will be brought and Allah 3& will
say to him: “Have I not provided for you limitlessly in a way
that you never felt in need of anyone?” He will say: "Yes
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indeed my Lord!” Allah 2 will say: “What did you do with
what I have given you?" He will say: "I used spend on my
family and relations and give in charity.” Allah & will say:
“You have lied,” and the angels will say: “You have lied.”
Allah 2& will then say: “No, you intended that people would
say: “So and so is open-handed, and it was said (So you have
taken the reward you hoped for).”

Then, the man who was killed for Allah’s sake will be
brought. Allah & will say to him: “For whose sake you were
killed?” He will say: "'l was ordered to fight for Your sake, so
I fought and was killed.” Allah & will say: “You have lied,”
and the angels will say: “You have lied.” Allah 3% will say:
“No, you intended that people would say: ‘5o and so is brave
and it was said (So you have taken the reward you hoped
for).”” Abu-Huraira said; ‘Then the Messenger of Allah # hit
me on the knee and said: “O Abu-Huraira! These are the first
people of Allah’s creatures with whom the Fire will be stoked
on the Day of Judgment1.™

' This Hadith shows clearly that showing off is strictly forbidden
and are severely punishable. Sincere intention is the only thing
that counts. This is based on Allah's statement: "And they have
been commanded to do no maore than to worship Allah, offering
Him sincere devotion being true (in faith), to establish the regular
prayer, and to pay Zakat, and that is the upright and straight
religion. * (98: 5)
The Hadith limits the rulings from general Hadiths about the
reward for Jihad and other good deeds’. The reward for Jihad and
other good deeds is restricted to those acts whose motives are
satisfying to Allah %5, not just to any other creature.
Exegetes say that the verse that says:
“Those who desire the worldly life and its glitter, to them We shall
pay (the price of} their deeds therein, without diminution * They
are those for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but the Fire:
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Al-Waleed Abu-Othman said: ‘“When this Hadith was
told to Mu'aweya ibn Abi-Sufian he said: “If this has been
done to these people, what is about other people.” Al-Waleed
added: *Mu'aweya wept so profusely that we thought that he
would perish. We said to ourselves: “This man (Shofayya, the
narrator of the Hadith) has brought very bad news to
Mu'aweya . When Mu'aweya recovered himself, he wiped
his face and said: "Allah 3% and His Messenger # have told
the truth.” Then he recited:
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“Those who desire the worldly life and its glitter, to them
We shall pay (the price of) their deeds therein, without
diminution. * They are those for whom there is nothing in the
Hereafier but the Fire, vain are the designs they frame therein,
and of no effect are the deeds that they do. *”  (11: 15-16)."
(At-Termizi }

This 1s what we should believe in and this is the subject
matter of this chapter.

N.B: We should keep in mind that refraining from doing
an evil deed, even after 1t has been started is repentance. In
conformity with the Hadith number 12, this deed is a
righteous deed. Have not you seen that the Messenger of
Allah # mentioned the situation of the second man who

vain are the designs they frame therein, and of no effect are the
deeds that they do.* (11. 15-16), designates each good deed
done to please or satisfy any other aim besides Allah 2%
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abstained from fornicating with the most beloved female on
earth to him, as a righteous deed fit for intercession?

Imam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talks in detail about this
topic. Below is a quotation of what he says on this topic taken
from ‘lhya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’.

‘Kindly, be informed that repentance consists of three
affairs arranged in the following order: knowledge, state of
affairs, and practice. Knowledge 1s the first, state of affairs 1s
the second, and practice is the third. The three elements are
interrelated in conformity with Allah’s laws.

As to knowledge, this 1s that one should know the gravity
of the harm caused by sins and that they are a screen between
the servant and his Beloved Lord. Once man knows this in his
heart, his heart will feel pain when it misses the Beloved, as
the heart always feels pain on missing its beloved.

If loosing the Beloved was due to a reason under one’s
control, one feels {another form of) pain. This form is called
regret. If such a form fills the heart, it generates determination
and will. Both determination and will have a past, a present,
and a future state.

In the present state, one gives up the sin he was
committing. In the future, one intends not to approach that sin
until one’s life ends. In the past, one compensates and
indemnifies for that sin, il it was compensatory or
redemptive.

Thus, knowledge is the source of this goodness.
Knowledge here means firm faith and sincere belief. Firm
faith is believing that sins are lethal poisons, while sincere
belief is a consolidated faith that removes any doubt and
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illuminates the heart. This causes the heart to emit the light of
belief, whereupon the heart feels the pain and knows that it
had become screened from its Beloved. His parable is like
that of the man over whom the sun rose while he was in utter
darkness, and this led to the removal of any cloud or screen.
So he was able to see his beloved who was about 1o be
destroyed. and the fire of love burns in his heart so he hastens
to rescuc him.

Thus knowledge, regret, determination, and a will to
abandon the sin in the present and the future, along with
indemnification for the past are arranged. Repentance
includes them all. In most cases, repentance includes regret
only, and knowledge 1s considered as the precedent, and
abandonment as the fruit. This is understood from the
Prophet’s saying:

Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud; *“The Messenger of Allah
32 said: “Regret is repentance.”™

This is based on the fact that regret enfails a knowledge
that produces the repentance and determination that succeeds
it. Thus, regret i1s encircled with its fruit and its cause. Based
on this, repentance was described as “melting the heart over
whatever sin one has committed,” It was described also as “a
blazing fire and a split in the heart.”

Repentance as regards abandonment of sin was described
as “putting off shameful garments and wearing garments of
truthfulness.”

Sahl ibn  Abdullah  Al-Tostori said: "Repentance is
substituting praised actions for the dispraised ones. This does
not occur except by isolation, silence, and feeding with
lawfully-earned food.” This statement seems to refer to the

third meaning of repentance.
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All the quotes about repentance cannot be detailed here.
However, if you know these three integrated and interrelated
meanings in their due order, you would know that what was
said about defining repentance falls short of encompassing all
its meanings, and that it is not the words of repentance that
are needed, but practical actions that are required.

Obligation and Virtue of Repentance

Repentance according to the textual proofs is obligatory.
Allah % ordered the whole of the believing community
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“...and O you Believers! all of you turn together towards
Allah, so that you may altain bliss. *” (24: 31) And
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“O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere
repentance...*” (66: 8) And
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..for Allah loves those who turn to Him constantly and He
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Abdullah ibn Mas'oud narrated: ‘The Messenger of Allah
4 said: "Allah 1s more pleased with the repentance of His
servant than with any one of you who descended into
dangerous place where he was most likely to perish. He had
his luggage, food, and drink on his mount and he went to
sleep’, when he awoke he could not find his mount. When the
heat and his thirst became more intense, he said to himself: ‘1
will return to my place. He slept there for a while and woke to
find his mount.”

The texts about this are too many to count, but there is
unanimity among the Muslims that repentance is obligatory
and that sins and acts of disobedience are destructive and
distancing from Allah 3. But the heedlessness with which

? The other narrations have the words: "He slept waiting for death.
When he found his mount, he was greatly moved and said; ‘O
Allah! You are my slave and | am your Lord." (The last words show
his utmost pleasure that caused him to utter what contradicts
believing in Oneness of Allah # This does not affect his faith).
And the words: "Allah 2 is more pleased than that slave.”
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people sins makes it obligatory on them. Giving up sins in the
present, intending to abandon them in the future, and
compensating for what had been done in the past, is one of
the meanings of repentance.

Making efforts to regret what had passed and trying to
persist in shunning the reoccurrence in the future represents the
essence of a repentance that leads to abandonment of the sins.

Repentance is an Immediate Obligation

As to repentance being an instant obligation, there is no
doubt about this. Knowing that the acts of disobedience are
destructive is obligatory, and he that knows this fact shuns the
disliked deeds.

The knowledge that sinning is harmful 1s an incentive for
leaving it, and he that does not avoid it is missing the portion
of faith that encourages this. This is understood from the
saying of the Prophet 4&:
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Narrated by Abu-Huraira «:: ‘The Prophet #& said: “An
adulterer, at the time he is committing adultery, is not
a believer...™

The Messenger of Allah # does not negate the adulterer’s
belief in Allah &, His Oneness, His Attributes, nor His Books
and Messengers (peace be upon them), because adultery does
not negate faith. He meant that adultery distances one from
Allah # and that the adulterer incurs Allah’s detestation. An
example of this is the saying of a physician to his patient:
“This is poison. Do not consume it.” If the patient ate it, it
would be said that: *He ate it disbelieving.” This does not
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mean that he did not believe in the physician’s existence or
that he doubted his being a physician; it means that he took it
not believing the physician’s statement that it was a lethal
poison, because the one who knows that something is poison
does not devour it.

Thus a disobedient person has a deficiency in his faith, as
faith does not consist of just one part. It has more than
seventy-odd branches; the highest of them is testifying that:
“There 1s no one worthy of worship save Allah;” and the
lowest of them 1s removing whalever causes harm on the
face™.”

The following example explains this situation. Faith is like
man. Lack of belief in Allah’s Oneness eradicates faith
completely as lack of the spirit does with the body. The one
who has done nothing but declared the testimony of faith is
like a person whose limbs are mutilated, whose eyes are
gouged out, and whose internal and exlernal organs are
removed, despite his spirit’s existence. Such a person is near
death because the organs that support his weak body do not
support it any more. This applies to the person who has only
the foundation of belief but lacks the deeds that support that
belief. The tree of faith of that person is exposed to be
uprooted by the wind of death.

The type of faith whose foundations do not go deeply in
the heart cannot stand up to the blowing of the wind of the
Angel of Death. Such a person is exposed to conclude his life
with an evil end, as he did not consolidate his faith with acts
of obedience.

? |.e. trimming the moustache, clipping the nails, purifying oneself
from filth in order to be distinguished from uncared for animals.
58



Rivaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

The saying of a disobedient person to an obedient one; I
am a believer just as you are a believer,” is like a pumpkin
tree saying to the pine tree; ‘[ am a tree and you arc a tree.’
The pine tree told the truth when it said to the pumpkin tree:
“You will know how deluded you in saying that on a windy
day. At that time, you will be uprooted, your leaves will be
scattered here and there because you were heedless over what
it is that keeps trees stable; and it is not just the name.” The
poet said:

You will come to know after removal of the dust;
You were riding a horse or a donkey.
The Perfect Repentance and its Lasting until the End of Life

We have mentioned that repentance is regret that begets
determination and will and that regret results from knowing
that sins are a screen between a lover and his beloved. Each
one of them i.e. knowledge, regret, determination, and will
has duration and perfection.

Its perfection has signs and its duration has a condition. Its
signs are extreme regret and sadness, profuse weeping, and
prolonged contemplation.

The validity of its condition is related to the past. If one
recalls the first day he attained puberty and starts to check
year by year, month by month, and breath by breath
considering his acts of obedience and what he did not adhere
to and the acts of disobedience and what he has committed
from them of them.

If he found that he had missed a prayer, performed it in
filthy clothes, or performed it with an invalid intention out of
ignorance of its conditions, he must perform them all again. If
he could not determine what he has missed, he should
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perform the number he estimates he should do. In brief, he
should exert an effort in determining the prayers he missed.

As to fasting, if he did not compensate for the days that he
had broken his fast while traveling, if he had broken a fast
willfully, or if he observed fasting with an invalid intention,
he counts this exactly and compensates for them.

As to zakat, he should calculate the years accurately and
the =zakat he was due to pay since it became obligatory on
him. He should refer to the scholars to guide him to the
correct way to give and compute zakat.

As to pilgrimage, if he has had the ability to perform
pilgrimage, but could not perform it and now he has become
bankrupt, he is still required to perform it. If he cannot earn
enough money for the journey, he should earn what suffices
for his provision, because if he dies before performing
pilgrimage, then he will die in a state of disobedience. Any
disability occurring afier having the ability to perform
pilgrimage does not exempt him from the obligation of
performing it. It is in this way that he checks his missed acts
of obedience and compensates for them.

As to the acts of disobedience, he starts to check his
hearing, his sight, his tongue, his stomach, his hands, and his
other limbs and what evil they committed from the first day
he attamned puberty. He then checks his days and hours
considering what he committed from the minor and major sins.

Then, he should consider whether the act of disobedience
was a pure right of Allah &, such as gazing unlawfully at a
woman, sitting in the mosque while having a major impurity,
touching Al-Moshaf without performing the ablution,
believing in an innovation, consuming alcohol, or listening to
music, or the like. Repentance for such actions is affected by
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showing extreme regret and sorrow, taking into consideration
whether that sin was a major sin and the degree of its gravity.
Then, he searches for each evil deed a good deed that
recompenses it, as directed by the Messenger of Allah #:
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Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said to
me; “Fear Allah wherever you are and follow an evil deed
with a good one to wipe it out...”
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Allah 3 says:

*... those things that are good remove those that are evil...*”
(11: 114)

For example, one atones for listening to music by listening
to the Noble Koran and listening during the study circles. He
atones for staying in the mosque in a state of major impurity by
spending time in seclusion in the mosque performing different
acts of worship, He atones for touching Al -Moshaf in a state of
minor impurity by reading it often, kissing it, and by giving a
copy or more as an endowment for Allah’s sake. He atones for
drinking alcohol by giving wholesome drinks n chanty.

Briefly, counting all the acts of disobedience seems
impossible, thus one should take the opposite path to the act
of disobedience, because a disease is cured by its effective
(counter) remedy. Each piece of darkness in the heart is
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removed by the light of a good deed. Thus, ach evil deed
should be wiped out by a good deed of its same type, as
whiteness is removed by blackness not by heat or cold. Such
gradual acquittal can be assisted by hope, taking into
consideration that diversified acts of worship are more
effective than keeping on a definite act.

This is the ruling for the unjust deeds of the servant
against his Lord. It shows also that everything can be atoned
by its counter action and that love of life is the essence of
every evil. The effect of the love of life is being pleased with
it and longing for it. Therefore, it is no wonder that the harm
that befalls man and distances him from the love of life is
atonement for his sins. For, a heart that is inflicted with
concerns and hardships tends to detest the place of the
concerns and hardships, i.e. the worldly life. The Hadith of
the Messenger of Allah # narrated by A'isha says:

[t 1s said that concerns that afflict the heart without the
servant knowing their cause are the darkness of the sins and
the initiation of them. They remind the servant about the
accountability and great horror of the Day of Resurrection.

If you say: ‘One’s concern is always for his children, his
possessions, and his authority, how can this become
an atonement?

I will say: *Please understand that love has its sin and
depriving one of it is an atonement, for one enjoyed it, in this
there is a sin. Thus, concern atones the rights of Allah &%, and
this 1s the ruling of what 1s between the servant and Allah &
for unjust deeds and utterances.

As to the unjust deeds and utterances befween the
servants, they also comprise violation on the rights of Allah
&5, as Allah 3 has forbidden oppression of the servants. So
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what is related to Allah’s rights is atoned by regret, extreme
sorrow, and giving in the future, along with doing the good
deeds that recompense for them.

Consequently, one compensates for having done evil to
people by doing good for them. He atones for illegally earned
money by giving in charity what he had taken illegally®. He
atones for murdering by freeing slaves, because a slave is
only of use to his master, and does not have an independent
identity of his own, Besides, man cannot do anything more
that manumission. Thus, murdering is compensated for by
manumission.

From this, you can understand that what we mentioned
about atonement by counter action is confirmed by the law
that states that murder can be atoned for by manumission of
slaves. Even if one does all this it is not sufficient, because
one should return what is belonging to the servants. Wrong
doing to people are either related to their souls, possessions,
honor, or their hearts. | mean by this the pure type of harm.

As to the soul, if one kills someone unintentionally, he has
to pay blood money from his own property or from that of his
male kinsmen to the respective heir or heirs. If it was an
intentional killing, retribution is to be affected [by the state]
or he has to submit himself to the next of kin or the guardian
of the murdered person who would affect the retribution or a
pardon. To hide the matter is impermissible. This does not
apply in the cases of adultery, consumption of alcohol, theft,
or in cases of crimes that entail a prescribed punishment. He
is not required to expose himself or ask the Mushm ruler to
affect the punishment against him in such cases. He has to

* This refers to illegally obtained wealth from untraceable sources
or when taken illegally from the public treasury. (trans.)
63



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous Peaple)
{Abridged)

conceal the matter as long as Allah & has screened him. He
has to discipline his soul using the various techniques of
struggling against his soul.

Forgiveness for actions against the pure rights of Allah 4&
is more easily approachable to those who return in repentance
and regret for the sins they commit. If the prescribed
punishment was affected, his repentance is rendered valid and
accepted. This is based on what was narrated about Ma'ez ibn
Malek as compiled in Sunna compilations: “Ma'ez ibn Malek
came to the Messenger of Allah # and said: ‘O Messenger of
Allah! T have wronged my soul and committed adultery and |
want you to purify me. The Messenger of Allah # did not say
anything. The next day he came and the Messenger of Allah
# did not say anything. When he said the same thing for the
third time, the Messenger of Allah 4 ordered that a pit be dug
and that he should be stoned to death. The people divided into
two groups. Some said: ‘He has wronged himself and his evil
deeds have encompassed him. The other group said: ‘There is
no more a sincere repentance than his.” At that, the
Messenger of Allah 4 said: "He has made a repentance that if
it was to be divided among a nation, it would encompass
them all.™
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Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn: ‘A woman from the Johayna
tribe came to the Prophet# and she was pregnant, and said:
‘O Allah's Prophet! 1 have committed an act for which a
prescribed punishment is due, so execute it on me.” Allah's
Messenger 4 called her guardian and said: "Treat her well
and when she has delivered, bring her to me." The man did as
directed. Then the Prophet gave the order regarding her. Her
clothes were tied around her body and she was stoned to
death. He then performed the funeral prayer for her. Omar
said; ‘Do you still perform the funeral prayer for her, O
Allah's Prophet, even though she has committed adultery?"
He replied: "She repented to such an extent that if her
repentance were divided among seventy people of Madina, it
would be enough for them all. Have you found any
repentance better than hers? She has sacrificed herself for the
sake of Allah, the Most High."
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Narrated Borayda ibn Al-Haseeb: ‘A woman from the
Ghamid tribe came to the Prophet % and said: ™1 have
committed adultery." The Messenger of Allah # said to her:
“Return.” The woman returned to her home. She came the
following day and said to him: “I hope you will not return me
back as you returned Ma'ez ibn Malek | for, by Allah, T am
pregnant due to my adultery.” He said to her: “Return until
you give birth.” The woman returned. When she gave birth,
she came to the Messenger of Allah # and said: I have given
birth.” He said to her: “Return and feed the child until you
wean it.” She came with the child holding a piece of bread in
his hand and said: "Prophet of Allah! [ have weaned it and it
has eaten food.” The Messenger of Allah % gave the child to
a Muslim man and ordered that a pit be dug for her and for
her to be stoned to death. Khaled was one among those who
stoned her. A drop of her blood splashed his face and he
cursed her. The Prophet # said to him: “Be quiet Khaled! By
Him in Whose hand my soul is, she made a repentance that if
a man who had devoured people wealth unlawfully repented
its like, his sins would be forgiven.” Then the Messenger of
Allah # ordered that the funeral prayer be performed for her
and she was buried.’

As to the retribution and punishment for slandering chaste
women, one should ask for the forgiveness of the deserving
person in the first case of retribution and seek the forgiveness
of the slandered woman in the second case. One must check
whether illegally earned money was gained due to a deceitful
transaction, stealing the fortune of a hireling, etc. and calculate
its recompense from the time it was obtained, not from time its
possessor reached puberty. This is based on the rule that, a
minor has to pay what falls due in his property prior to his
reaching puberty when he reaches puberty, if his guardian has
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not paid it. If he does not do that, he is considered as an
oppressor and 1s obliged 15 debited with it. According to Al -
Shafe'e school of thought, people are equal in having their
pecuniary rights. There is no difference between a minor and an
adult in this regard. One should calculate everything from the
day he was born until the day before his repentance, before he is
Judged on the Day of Judgment.

He must call his own soul to account, before he is called
to account. The one who does not call his own soul to account
will have a severe accountability on the Day of Judgment. If
he remembers the wrong deeds that he did, he should write
down the names of the people [he wronged] and search for
them wherever they happen to be.

Such a repentance is hard for oppressors and traders
because they are not able to search for those whom they
maltreated, let alone search for their heirs. Thus, one should
exert due effort to recompense any inequity. If he does not do,
he will have to do many good deeds which will be used to
equalize his balance on the Day of Judgment. He should do
good deeds equal to his evil ones, because if his good deeds
fall short in compensating for his evil deeds, the evil deeds of
the oppressed will be added to his. Thus, he would perish due
to the evil deeds done by others.

This 1s the path to be followed by every repentant. It
entails spending one’s whole life in doing good deeds, as
should be the case with one who does not know the time of
his death. Thus, he should work diligently because time for
him is very precious. This is the prescribed manner for
fulfilling the confirmed rights on him.

As to any available property, he should return the articles
to their due owners and give in charity what he is not sure of.
If lawfully earned properties and unlawfully earned ones have

67



Riyaadhos.-Saaliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous People]
fAbridged)

become mixed together, he has to calculate the unlawfully
earned ones and give them in charity.

As to misdeeds that harm the heart, such as defamation
and abuse, he should ask the pardon of each one he harmed
individually. If some are far away or have died, he should do
as many good deeds as possible to increase his amount of
good deeds, because those he oppressed will take from his
good deeds on the Day of Judgment. It should be noted that if
the Gthcrs pardoned him, this is the atonement for him.
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Narrated  Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri: ‘The Prophet 4 said:
“There was a man from Bano Israel who murdered ninety-nine
people. He then set out asking (whether his repentance could be
accepted or not). He came upon a monk and asked him if his
repentance could be accepted. The monk replied in the negative
and so the man killed him. He kept on asking until a man
advised him to go to such and such a village. (So he left for it)
but death overtook him on the way. While dying, he turned his
chest towards that village (where he had hoped his repentance
would be accepted), and so the angels of mercy and the angels
of punishment quarreled amongst themselves regarding him.
Allah ordered the village (towards which he was going) to come
closer to him, and ordered the village (he had come from) to go
far away, and then He ordered the angels to measure the
distances between his body and the two villages. So he was
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found to be one span closer to the village (he was going to).
Thus, he was forgiven.

So we know that there is no salvation, except by letting
good deeds outweigh evil ones, even if only by an atom’s
weight. Thus, a repentant person should multiply his good
deeds. And this is the ruling on misdeeds done in the past.

As to the determination related to the future, one should
undertake a confirmed covenant with Allah# not to return to
such sins, or their like. The parable for this is the patient who
has learned that fruit will cause him harm, so he decides not
to eat fruit during his illness. This determination should be
immediate even if he could not commit himself to it in the
future. Thus, repentance should not be delayed.

[t should be obvious that a repentant person should know
what he must do and what he must not do in the future to
cling to the straight path’

This quoted portion of Imam AlGhazali’s work is
sufficient.

Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in
this regard.)
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Allah 3 said:

“And they were commanded not, but that they should
worship Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining
from ascribing partners to Him), and perform the prayer and
to give zakat, and that is the right religion *”” (98: 5) And
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“It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah,
but it is piety from you that reaches Him. Thus We have made
them subject to you that you may magnify Allah for His
guidance to you. And give glad tidings (O Muhammad!) to
the Mohsiniin (the doers of good) *” (22: 37) And
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“Say (O Muhammad!): "Whether you hide what is in your
hearts or reveal it, Allah knows it, and He knows what is In
the heavens and what is in the earth. And Allah is Able to do
all things *" (3: 29)
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1.Omar ibn Al-Khattab . said: I heard Allah's Messenger
4 saying: “The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions
and every person will be rewarded according to what he
intended. So whoever emigrates for worldly benefits or for to
marry woman, his emigration will be for what he emigrated
for.” (Agreed upon).
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2. Narrated A'isha; ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said: “An army
will invade Ka'aba and when the invaders reach Al-Baida'a, all
the ground will go down and swallow the whole army. 1 said:
"O Allah's Messenger! How will they be buried under the
ground while amongst them will be their markets (the people
who worked in business and who did not take part in invasion)
and the people not belonging to them?” The Prophet 4 replied:

“All those people will be buned, but they will be resurrected
and judged according to their intentions.” (Agreed upon).
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3. Narrated [bn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them)
‘On the day of the conquest of Mecca the Prophet 4 said:
“There is no (more) emigration (from Mecca)’ but it is Jihad
and intention, and whenever you are called for (Jihad) you
should respond immediately.”” (Agreed upon).
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4. Narrated Anas ibn Malek : *When the Messenger of
Allah # returned from Tabuk and approached Madina he

® This means that there was no further emigration from Mecca to
Madina because it was no longer a place of unbelief.
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said: “Indeed, there are some people who could not
accompany vou to any valley you have trodden. They wished
to be with us, but something detained them.” (Bukhari)
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3. Narrated Ma'an ibn Yazeed «&: ‘My grandfather, my
father, and I pledged allegiance to Allah's Messenger 4. The
Prophet # helped me to get engaged and then married. One
day I went to the Prophet 4 with a complaint. My father
Yazeed had given some gold coins in charity and left them
with a man in the mosque (to give to the poor), but I went
there and took them and brought them to him (my father). My
father said: “By Allah! I did nol intend to give them to you.” [
took (the case) to Allah's Messenger #2. and he # said: “O

Yazeed! You will be rewarded for what you intended. O
Ma'an! Whatever you have taken is yours.”” (Bukhari).
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6. Narrated Sa'ad ibn Abi-Waqqas: ‘In the year of
conquest of Mecca, 1 fell sick and was near to death. The
Messenger of Allah # came to visit me and I said to him:
"Messenger of Allah! I have great wealth and none inherit me
except my daughter. Could T give my wealth for Allah’s
sake?” The Messenger of Allah 4 said: “No.” [ said: "(Could
I give) half of it?” He said: “No.” I said” "(Could I give) one
third of it?” He said: “(Give) one third, but it is too much. It is
better that you leave your heirs wealthy than to leave them
begging people. And you will not spend any amount except
that you will be rewarded for it, even if it is a mouthful of
bread into your wife’s mouth.” I said: "Messenger of Allah!
Would I lag behind (in Mecca) after 1 had migrated?” The
Messenger of Allah said: “You will not do any deed seeking
Allah’s pleasure for it, except that you would get higher in
rank therewith. You may live after me so that some people
will benefit from you and some others will be harmed.O
Allah! Reward my companions for their migration and do not
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let them turn on their heels. But I feel pity for Sa'ad ibn
Khawla who died in Mecca.”(At-Termizi )

Abu-Issa said: “This Hadith is Hasan Saheeh(. It was
narrated through other routes than Sa'ad ibn Abu-Waqqas,
and the people of knowledge act upon this Hadith. They say
that a Muslim is not permitted to bequeath more than the one
third. Some scholars recommend that bequests should be less
than the one third as the Messenger of Allah # said: “(Give)
one third, but it 1s too much.”
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7. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah #

said: “Really, Allah % does not look at your figures or
wealth, He looks at your hearts and deeds.”™ (Muslim).
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8. Narrated Abu-Musa s; ‘A man came to the Prophet 42
and asked: "O Allah's Messenger! What kind of fighting is in
Allah's Cause? (I ask this) for, some of us fight because of
being enraged and angry and some of us fight for the sake of
pride and haughtiness.” The Prophet # raised his head as the
questioner was standing and said: “He who fights that Allah's
Word (i.e., Allah's Religion of Islamic Monotheism) should
be superior, fights in Allah's Cause.” (Bukhari).
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9. Narrated Abi-Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him):
‘I heard Allah's Messenger # saying: “When two Muslims
fight (meet) each other with their swords, both the murderer
as well as the murdered will go to the Hellfire.” 1 said: "O
Allah's Messenger! It is right for the murderer but what about
the murdered one?” Allah's Messenger # replied: “Surely, he
had the intention to kill his companion (brother).”™ (Bukhar1).
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10. Narrated Abu-Huraira (may Allah be pleased with
him): ‘The Prophet % said: “If the man performed Al-Wodoo’
perfectly, then he went out for the prayer and solely for the
prayer.” Or he said: “Nothing but the prayer motivated him.

He never took a step except that Allah raises him a degree or
removes from him an evil deed.™
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1. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them):
‘The Prophet 4 narrating about his Lord #&: “Allah ordered
(the angels appointed over you) that the good and the bad
deeds be written, and He then showed (the way) how (to write
record each). If somebody intended to do a good deed and he
did not do it, then Allah will write for him a full good deed
(in his account with Him); and if he intended to do a good
deed and he actually did it, then Allah will write for him (in
his account) with Him (its reward equal) from ten to seven
hundred or even many more times: and if somebody intended
to do a bad deed and he did not do it, then Allah will write a
full good deed (in his account) with Him, and if he intended

to do it (a bad deed) and he actually did it, then Allah will
write one bad deed (in his account).”” (Bukhari).
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12, Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased
with them): ‘I heard Allah's Messenger # saying: “Three men
from among those who were before you, set out together until
they reached a cave at night and they entered it. A big rock
rolled down the mountain and closed the mouth of the cave.
They said (to each other): 'Nothing can save us from this rock
but to invoke Allah by mentioning the righteous deeds that
we have done (for Allah's sake only).” So, one of them said:
'0 Allah! T had old parents (whom I used to provide with

milk) and I never provided my family (wife, children, etc.)
with milk before them. One day, by chance 1 was delayed,
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and I arrived late (at night) afier they had slept. I milked the
sheep for them and then took the milk to them, but T found
them sleeping. I did not like to offer my family the milk
before them, so [ waited for them and the bowl of milk was in
my hand and 1 kept on waiting for them to get, up until dawn.
Then they got up and drank the milk. O Allah! If 1 did that for
Your sake only, I invoke You to relieve us from our critical
situation that has been caused by this rock.' So, the rock
moved a little, but they could not get out. The Prophet %
added: *“The second man said: 'O Allah! I had a cousin who
was the dearest of all people to me and I wanted to have
sexual intercourse with her, but she refused. Later she came
across hard times during a year of famine and she came to
me, and I gave her one hundred and twenty Dinars on the
condition that she would not resist my desires, and she
agreed. When I was aboult to fulfill my desires, she said: "It is
illegal for you to wiolate my chastity except through
legitimate marriage.” So, I realized it was a sin to have sexual
intercourse with her and left her, though she was the dearest
of all the people to me. I also left the gold I had given her. O
Allah! If T did that for Your sake only, please relieve us from
the present calamity." So, the rock moved a little more, but
still they could not get out from the cave. The Prophet
added: “Then the third man said: 'O Allah! T employed few
laborers and 1 paid them all of them their wages, with the
exception of one man who did not take his wages and went
away. [ invested his wages and 1 gained much profit from
this. {Then after some time) he came and said to me: “O
Allah's servant! Pay me my wages.” I said to him: "All the
camels, cows, sheep, and slaves that you see here, are yours.”
He said: "O Allah's slave! Don't mock me.” [ said: ™I am not
mocking you.” So, he took the herd and drove them away and
left nothing. O Allah! If I did that for Your sake only, please
T8
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relieve us from the present suffering.” So, the rock moved
completely and they walked out. (Bukhart).

sl by — ¥
Chapter (2)

Repentance

[Man was created from the earth as Allah 3% and His
Messenger 2 tell us in the Noble Koran and Sunna. Allah &
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“And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all
that is on the earth, that He may requite those who do evil
with that which they have done (i.e. punish them in Hell}, and
reward those who do good, with what is best (i.e. Paradise) *
Those who avoid the major sins and Al-Fawahish (illegal
sexual intercourse and the like) except the small faults,
Verily, your Lord is of Vast Forgiveness. He knows you well
when He created you (your father Adam) from the earth and
when you were fetuses in your mothers’ wombs. So ascribe
not purity to yourselves. He (Allah #%) knows best him who
fears Allah and he that keeps his duty to Him *” (53: 31-32)

Consequently, man is liable to go astray. In the Islamic
perspective, all human being are liable to go astray, apart
from the Prophets and Messengers (peace be upon them).
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This concept (i.e. there is no human free of sin apart from the
Prophets and the Messengers of Allah ) was clearly
understood by the companions (may Allah be pleased with
them) for, when the verse: “It is those who believe (in the
Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him Alone) and
confuse not their belief with zolm (wrongdoing i.e. by
worshipping others besides Allah), for them (only) there
is security and they are the guided *” (6: 82) was revealed,
the companions exclaimed: "Who of us has not committed
a misdeed?” The Messenger of Allah 4 put them at ease
by explaining the real meaning of the verse, saying that
zolm (wrongdoing) refers to polytheism. This is supported
by Allah’s statement:
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“And (remember) when Logman said to his son when he
was advising him: "O my son! Join not in worship others with
Allah. Verily joining others in worship with Allah is a great
zolm (wrongdoing) indeed *” (317 13)

Islam does not impose penalties on people who flee to
their Creator secking His forgiveness. It does not oblige its
followers to buy ‘indulgences’ as was prevalent in Europe nor
does it compel them to offer sacrifices to atone for sins. If one
commits a misdeed or wrongs himsell, he should hurry to
Allah 4%, without any mediation whatsoever.

The Noble Koran encourages man not to despair of
Allah’s mercy. It states that some people had committed some
major sins and it criticizes them for not turning to Allah 4% in
repentance, take as examples the People of the Book who had
killed some of their Prophets, ascribed sons and partners to
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Allah 2, dealt in usury, defamed Mary the chaste Virgin, etc.
Having mentioned these crimes and major sins, the Noble
Koran reminds man that had they turned in repentance to
Allah #&, they would find Allah & Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful. So let us read what the Noble Koran says:
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“And the Jews say: “Ozair (Ezra) is the son of Allah,” and
the Christians say: *Messiah is the son of Allah.” These are
the words from their mouths, resembling the sayings of those
who disbelieved aforetime. Allah's Curse be on them, how
they are deluded and away from the truth! They (Jews and
Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to be their Lords
besides Allah (by obeying them in things which they made
lawful or unlawful, according to their own desires, without
being ordered so by Allah), and (they also took as their Lord)
Messiah, son of Mary, while they (Jews and Christians) were
commanded (in the Torah and Al-Injeel®) to worship none but
One God La Ilaha Illa Howa (None has the right to be
worshipped but He). Praise and glory be to Him from having

® We use the term Al Injeel here, not the Gospels or the New
Testament, because they are totally different from Al Injeel that
was revealed to Jesus &8
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any partners they associate (with Him). * They (the
disbelievers, the Jews and the Christians) want to extinguish
Allalh's Light (with which Muhammad #t has been sent -
Islamic Monotheism) with their mouths, but Allah will not
allow except that His Light should be perfecied, even though
the disbelievers hate (it).* It is He (Allah) Who has sent His
Messenger (Muhammad %) with guidance and the religion of
truth (Islam), to make it superior over all religions even
though the polytheists, (pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the
Oneness of Allah) hate (it) *” (9™: 30-33) And
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“Because of breaking the covenant, because of their rejecting
the signs of Allah, because of killing the Prophets unjustly,
and because of their saying: ‘Our hearts are wrapped (with
coverings, i.e. we do not understand what the Messengers
say).” Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their
disbelief, so they believe not but a little, ¥ And because of
their (the Jews) disbelief and uttering against Mary a grave
false charge (that she had committed fornication) * and
because of their saying (in boast): “We killed the Messiah,
Jesus, son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah.” They killed him
not, nor crucificd him, but the resemblance of Jesus was put
over another man {and they killed that man), and those who
differ about this are full of doubts. They have no (certain)
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knowledge. They follow nothing but conjecture. For surely,
they killed him not. * But Allah raised him (Jesus)) up (with
his body and soul) unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All-
Powerful, All-Wise *" (4: 155-158). And
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“Verily, We took the covenant of the Children of Israel
and sent Messengers to them. Whenever there came to them a
Messenger with what they themselves desired not, a group of
them they called them liars, and others who among them they
killed. *They thought there would be no Fitna (trial or
punishment), so they became blind and deaf, a fier that Allah
turned to them (with Forgiveness), yet again many of them
became blind and deaf. And Allah is the All -Seer of what they
do. * Surely, they have disbelieved those who say: ‘Allah is the
Messiah Jesus, son of Mary.” But the Messiah (Jesus)) s aid: "0
Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.’
Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, Allah
has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire will be his abode.
And for the wrongdoers there are no helpers. * Surely, those
who said: ‘Allah is the third of the three (in a Trinity),” are
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disbelievers. But there 1s no god save One God. And if they
cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will
befall the disbelievers among them *.Will they not turn with
repentance to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft
Forgiving, Most Merciful *” (5: 70-74)

Let us study the case of another wrongdoer, Pharach, who
claimed to be the highest lord of his people. Overlooking the
oppression he afflicted on the weak subjects anong his
people, we should remind you of his evil end, he was
drowned in the Red Sea. His body was the only body that was
destined to be a sign. Minutes before his death (at the time
when repentance is not accepted) he haughtily declared his
belief in ‘the god in whom the children of Israel have
believed.” The Noble Koran narrates this incident, in the
“chapter titled Yunus (Jonah &), in a way that one would not
but hesitate in saying: "Had he turned in repentance earlier,
his repentance would have been accepted.”

The Noble Koran says:
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“And We took the Children of Israel across the sea, and
Pharaoh with his hosts followed them in oppression and
enmity, until when drowning overtook him, he said: ‘I believe
that La Ilah illa alazi Amanat Bihee Bano Israel and I am one
of the Muslims {None has the right to be worshipped but the
god in Whom the Children of Israel have believed, and I am
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one of the Muslims.” * Now (you believe)! While you refused
to believe before (death overtook you) and you were one of
the evil- doers. * So this day We shall deliver your (dead)
body (out from the sea) that you may be a sign to those who
come after you! And wverily, many among mankind are
heedless of Our Signs. * (10: 90-92)

[t 1s worth mentioning here to remind you, my dear reader, of
the false claim of Pharaoh. It is mentioned in many places of
the Noble Koran. For brevity, we mention only two places:
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“(Pharaoh) said: *O chiefs! I know not that you have a god
other than me. So kindle for me (a fire), O Hamén (his prime
minister), to bake (bricks out of) clay, and set up for me a
lofty tower so [ could look at the God of (Moses); and verily,
[ think that he ((Moses)) is one of the liars. ** (28: 38). And
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“Has there come to you the story of (Moses)? * When his
Lord called him out in the sacred valley of Towa * (ordering
him): *Go to (Pharaoh); verily he has transgressed all bounds
(in crimes, sins, polytheism, disbelief, etc.) * And say to him:
“Would you purify yoursell (from the sin of disbelief by
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reverting to Islam? * And I would guide you to your Lord, so
you should fear Him?™ * Then (Moses) showed him the great
sign (miracles), * But (Pharaoh) belied him and disobeyed. *
Then he turned his back, striving (against Allah). * Then he
gathered (his people)} and cried aloud, * Saying: I am your
lord, most high” * So Allah, seized him with punishment for
his last (i.e. his saying: | am your lord, most high) and first
(i.e. his saying, O chiefs! 1 know not that you have a god
other than I). * Verily in this is an instructive admonition for
whosoever fears Allah. ¥ (79: 15-26)

The third category of such criminals is the Ashab Al-
Okhdood (literally, the owners of the trench). They were
arrogant people who dug a huge trench, cast the believers n
it, and then they set them on fire .

The Muslim thinker Abdullah Yusuf Ali, may Allah
reward him bountifully, commented on this incident saying that
the scholars say that these words do not refer to a specific
people. In ancient history, in Mediev al Europe, many lives were
sacrificed at the stake because the victims did not conform with
the current overwhelming doctrines. In the days of Abraham, the
father of monotheism, Abraham ## was cast in fire by the
unbelieving ruler of his time, but Allah 25 ordered that the fire
be moderately cool, as a sign to dignify Abraham &,

In brief, the Noble Koran mentions the story of Ashab Al-
Okhdood, and clarifies that had they turned in repentance,
even afler that heinous crime, they would have been saved

from the Fire. Allah & says:
STy e (e el 10 ) 2 sl el 1 ol Y B
(Ve za0d) ﬁ[{_g.a_,ﬂlu'lm
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“Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and
believing women (by torturing them and burning them),
and then they did not turn in repentance (to Allah), then
they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the
punishment of the burning Fire. *” (85 10)

In the light of the aforementioned verses, a believer who
commits a misdeed should direct his face towards heaven
seeking Allah’s Forgiveness, having a firm belief that Allah
& will be pleased with his words of repentance. He should
not despair of seeking Forgiveness and turning in repentance
for, this is the real disaster.

Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled
regarding this topic.]

The people of knowledge say that repentance is
mandatory for every sin. If the act of disobedience does not
involve taking people’s rights, it has three conditions:

1. One should abstain from committing that deed.
2. One should regret having committed that deed.
3. One should determine not to return to that deed.

If the act of disobedience involves taking people’s rights,
it has four conditions. The conditions mentioned above, and
in addition, repaying what one has illegally taken. If the act
entails the enactment of a Hadd (a prescribed penalty), he
should allow the other party to enact it. One should repent
from all sins. The Koran, Sunna, and the unanimous
agreement of the Muslims impose the ruling of turning in
repentance from sins.

Allah % says:
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“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from
looking at the non-Mahram’ men) and protect their private
parts (from illegal sexual acts) and not to show off their
adornment except only that which is apparent (both eyes for
necessity to see the way, or outer sides of the hands or one
eye or dress like veil, gloves, head-cover, apron, etc.), and to
draw their veils all over their bodies, faces, necks and
bosoms, and not to reveal their adornment except to their
husbands, or their fathers, or their husband's fathers, or their
sons, or their husband's sons, or their brothers or their
brother's sons, or their sister's sons, or their (Mushm) women
(i.e. their sisters in Islam), or the (female) slaves whom their
right hands possess, or old male servants who lack vigor, or
small children who have no sense of feminine sex. And let
them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of

their adornment. And let all of you beg Allah to forgive you
all, O believers, that you may be successful. *” (24: 31) And

" [i.e. those who are not within the prescribed group of men whom
a woman could not marry and in front of whom she does not have
to cover herself as listed below in this verse of the Qur'an.]
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“(Hud %= said to his people And I was ordered that you)
seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and tum to Him in
repentance to Him, that He may grant you good enjoyment,
for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to
every owner of grace (i.e. the one who helps and serves the
needy and deserving physically and with his wealth, and even
with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you
the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). *”
(11: 3) And

?S.\:- S o ) e Bslad G A D | g5 1 e umu o
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“O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere
repentance! It may be that your Lord will expiate from you
your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers
flow (Paradise) - the Day that Allah will not disgrace the
Prophet (Muhammad and those who believed with him. Their
Light will run forward before them and (with their Records,
i.e. Books of deeds) in their right hands, they will say: *Our
Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us (and do not put it off till
we cross over the Sirdt (a slippery bridge over the Hell)

safely) and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do
all things.”” *" (66: 8)
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13. Narrated Abu-Huraira < ‘I heard Allah's Messenger
42 saymg: “By Allah! T seek Allah's Forgiveness and turn to
Him in repentance more than seventy times a day.”
(Bukhari).
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14, Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘The Messenger of Allah % said:
“O people! Turn in repentance to Allah. For, I turn in
repentance to Allah one hundred times a day.™
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15. Narrated Abu-Shihab: ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'oud
Narrated two narrations, one from the Prophet % and the

other from his own. He said: "The believer sees his sins as if’
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he were sitting under a mountain, which he is afraid may fall
on him; whereas the evildoer considers his sins as flies
passing over his nose and he just drove them away like this.”
(Abu-Shihab, the sub-narrator, moved his hand over his nose
in illustration). (Ibn Mas'oud added: "Allah's Messenger
said: "Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His
servant, than a man who encamped at a place where his life
was jeopardized. He then rested his head and slept for a short
while, and woke to find his mount gone. (He started looking
for it) and suffered from severe heat and thirst, as Allah had
wished (him to suffer from). He then said: 'T will go back to
my place.' He returned and slept again. When he got up and
raised his head he found his mount standing beside him.”’
(Bukhari}).
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16 - The narration of At-Termizi says:

(As to the Hadith of the Prophet #£) Abdullah said: “The
Messenger of Allah 4% said: “Indeed, Allah % becomes more
p-leased than a (traveling) man in a desert when his mount
that carried his food, drink, and all that benefits him, is lost,
until he was near death. He then said to himself: "I should
return to my starting place to die there.” He returned to it and
was overtaken by sleep. When he woke up he found his
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mount at his head carrying his food, drink, and all that
benefits him.”
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17. Narrated Abu-Musa: ‘The Prophet % said: “Certainly,
Allah #5 stretches His Hand by night that the one who has
committed a misdeed during the day could turn in repentance.
He stretches His Hand by day that the one that has committed
a misdeed during the night could turn in repentance until the
sun rises in the west.”
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18. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah &

said: “He that turns in repentance to Allah 3 before the sun
rises in the West, Allah & would accept his repentance.”
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19, Narrated Tbn Omar: ‘The Prophet % said: “Allah &
accepts the repentance of man as long as he has not
experienced the death rattle.” (At-Termizi ).
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20. Narrated Zirr ibn Hobaysh: ‘I came to Safwan ibn
Assal Al-Moradi to ask him about wiping over the footwear.
He said: "Why have you come Zirr?” I said: “To search for
knowledge.* He said: "Really, the angels lay down their
wings for the searcher of knowledge out of satisfaction for
what he searches for.” I said: "I have some doubts about
wiping over the footwear afler urination and defecation and
you are one of those who accompanied the Messenger of
Allah 4, so I came to you to ask you: ‘Have you heard him
mentioning anything about that?>” He said:

"Whenever we were traveling the Prophet # used to
command us to wear our leather socks for three days and
three nights, whether we had to answer the call of nature or
sleep. However, in the situation of ejaculating semen, he
commanded us to remove the leather socks.” 1 said: "Have
you heard him saying anything about love (for the sake of
Allah)?” He said: "Yes. Once we were traveling with the
Prophet #, a nomad called him out loudly: *O Muhammad!’
The Messenger of Allah % replied him: "Here I am.” We said
to the nomad: ‘Woe on you, lower your voice when calling
out the Prophet #. You are so ordered.” The nomad said: ‘By
Allah, I will never lower my voice.” He resumed: A man
loves some people who did not join them?” The Prophet %
said: "On the Day of Judgment, a man will be with those he
used to love in life.” Zirr said: ‘Safwan kept on talking to us
until he mentioned a gate of seventy-years distance from the
West (or he said a very wide gate in whose width a traveling
person can march for forty or seventy years towards Greater
Syria, that Allah & created the same day that he created the
heavens and the earth. This will be opened and it will
never be closed until the sun rises in the West, meaning the
door of repentance.’
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21. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri #: "The Prophet %
said: “There was a man from Bano Israel who murdered
ninety-nine people. He then set out asking (whether his
repentance could be accepted or not). He came upon a monk
and asked him if his repentance could be accepted. The monk
replied in the negative and so the man killed him. He kept on
asking until a man advised him to go to such and such village.
(So he left for it) but death overtook him on the way. While
dying, he turned his chest towards that village (where he had
hoped his repentance would be accepted), and so the angels of
mercy and the angels of punishment disputed amongst
themselves regarding him. Allah ordered the village (towards
which he was going) to come closer to him, and ordered the
village (he had come from), to go far away, and then He
ordered the angels to measure the distances between his body
and the two villages. So he was found to be one span closer to
the village (he was going to). So he was forgiven.” (Bukhari).
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22. Narrated Ka'ab ibn Malek 4 ‘I did not leave Allah's
Messenger # in any Battle he fought except that of Tabuk
and I failed to take part in the Battle of Badr, but Allah did
not admonish anyone who had not participated at Badr, as
Allah's Messenger # had in fact gone out in search of a
Qorayshi caravan until Allah made them (i.e. the Muslims)
and their enemy meet without any preplan . [ was there on the
night of Al-agaba (pledge) with Allah's Messenger # when
we pledged allegiance to Islam, and I would not have
exchanged that for the Battle of Badr although the Badr was
more popular amongst the people than that (i.e. Al-agaba
Pledge).

As for my news (in this battle of Tabuk ), I had never been
stronger or wealthier than the time I could not accompany the
Prophet # in that Battle By Allah, I had never had two she-
camels before then, but I had at the time of this Battle .
Whenever Allah's Messenger 4 wanted to go on a Battle he
used to hide his intention by apparently referring to different
Battle until it was the time for that Battle (of Tabuk ) where
Allah's Messenger # fought under a very hot sun, suffering
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from a long journey in the desert, and the greal number of
enemy. So, the Prophet 4 announced (their destination) to the
Muslims clearly so that they might prepare for their Battle .
Allah's Messenger 4 was accompanied by a large number of
Muslims, all of whom could not be listed in one register.
Ka'ab added: "Any man who wanted to be absent would think
that the matter would remain hidden, unless Allah revealed it
through Divine Revelation.”

So Allah's Messenger # fought that Battle at a time when
the fruit had ripened and the shade appeared pleasant. Allah's
Messenger 42 and his companions prepared for the battle and
[ started to go to get myself ready along with them, but I
returned without having done anything. 1 would say to
myself, 'l can do that later.' So I kept on delaying it time and
again little until the people were ready and Allah's Messenger
4 and the Muslims with him departed, and 1 still had not
prepared anything for my departure, so I said: I will prepare
mysell (for departure) in one or two days, and then join
them.” In the morning following their departure, T went out to
get myself ready, butl returned having done nothing. Then
again, the next morning I went out to get ready, but returned
without doing anything. Such was the case with me until the
army left and thus I missed the battle. Even then still I
intended to depart lo catch up with them. I wish [ had done
so! But it was not in my destiny.

After the departure of Allah's Messenger %5 whenever 1
went oul and walked amongst the people, it grieved me that I
could see nobody around me, except someone who was
accused of hypocrisy or one of the weak men whom Allah
had excused. Allah's Messenger % did not remember about
me until he reached Tabuk . While he was sitting amongst the
people in Tabuk . he said: “What did Ka'ab do?” A man from
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Bano Salima said "0 Allah's Messenger! He was detained by
his two Bordas (i.e. garments) as he used to look at them
proudly.' Then Mo'az ibn Jabal said: "What a terrible thing
you have just said! By Allah! O Allah's Messenger! All we
know about him is but good.”™ Allah's Messenger # kept silent.’

Ka'ab ibn Malek added: “When I heard that he (i.e. the
Prophet %) was on his way back to Madina, I was
preoccupied with the lie I told, and began to think of excuses,
saying to myself: "How can I avoid his anger tomorrow?" so |
took the advice of the wise members of my family in this
matter. When it was said that Allah's Messenger # was
approaching (Madma) all the evil excuses abandoned my
mind and I knew that I could never escape from this problem
by creating a lie, so I made a firm decision to tell the truth.

Allah's Messenger 4 arrived in  the morning, and
whenever he returned from a journey he used to visit the
mosque first of all and offer a two-raka'a prayer there and
then sit with the people. So when he had done all that (this
time), those who had failed to join the battle (of Tabuk ) came
and started offering excuses and taking oaths before him.
There were over eighty something men. Allah's Messenger 42
accepted the excuses they gave him, took their Baya'a
(pledge), asked for Allah's Forgiveness for them, and left the
secrets of their hearts for Allah to judge. Then [ came to him,
and when I greeted him he smiled a smile of an angry person
and then said: “Come on.” So | walked until 1 sat before him.
He said to me: “What prevented you from joining us. Had
you not purchased an animal to carry you?”" I answered: "Yes,
O Allah's Messenger! But by Allah, if I were sitting before
any person from among the people of the world, other than
you, I would have avoided his anger with an excuse. By
Allah, T have been bestowed with the power of speaking
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fluently and eloquently, but by Allah, I knew well that if T tell
you a lie today to seek vour favor, Allah #& would surely
make you angry with me in the near future; but if I tell you
the truth, you will get angry because of it. | hope for Allah's
Forgiveness. Really, by Allah, there was no excuse for me.
By Allah, 1 had never been stronger or wealthier than I had
been when I stayed behind after you left” Then Allah's
Messenger # said: “In regard to this man, he has surely told
the truth, so get up [and leave] until Allah judges your case.”

[ got up and many men of Bano Salima followed me and
said to me: "By Allah, we never witnessed you doing a sin
before this. But you didn't give an excuse to Allah's
Messenger # as the others did who did not join him. The
invocation of Allah's Messenger % to Allah to forgive you
would have been sufficient for you.” By Allah, they
continued censure me so much that I wanted to return (to the
Prophet #) and accuse myself of having told a lie, but I said
to them: "Is there anybody else who has met the same fate as
I have?" They replied: "Yes, there were two men who said
the same thing as you did, and both of them were given the
same order as was given to you.” I said: "Who were they?”
They replied: "Morara ibn Al-Rasbe'e Al-Amri and Hilal ibn
Omayya Al-Waqifi.” With that they mentioned to me the
names of two pious men who had attended the Battle of Badr,
and in whom there had been an example for me. So I did not
change my mind when they mentioned them to me.

Allah's Messenger % forbade all the Muslims to talk to the
three of us, out of all those who had stayed behind from that
Battle . So we kept away from the people and they changed
their attitude towards us, until the very land (where I lived)
appeared strange to me as if 1 did not know :t. We remained
in that condition for fifty nights. The other two men remained
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in their houses and kept on weeping, but [ was the youngest
of them and the firmest of them, so I used to go out and
perform the prayers along with the other Muslims and wander
around in the markets, but no one would talk to me. I would
come to Allah's Messenger & and greet him while he was
sitting in his gathering after the prayer, and I wondered
whether he 4t moved his lips in return to my greetings or not.
I would offer my prayers near to him and look at him,
stealthily. When I was busy with my prayer, he would turn his
face towards me, but when I turned to face him, he would
turn away from me, When this harsh attitude of the people
lasted a long time, I walked until I scaled over the wall of the
garden of Abu-Qatadah, who was my cousin and the dearest
person to me, and [ offered my greetings to him. By Allah, he
did not return my greetings. I said: "O Abu-Qatada! I beseech
you by Allah! Do you know that I love Allah and His
Messenger %7 He kept silent. I asked him again, beseeching
him by Allah, but he remained silent. Then I asked him again
in the Name of Allah. He said: “Allah and His Messenger #
know it better.” Thereupon my eyes flowed with tears and I
returned and jumped over the wall.’

Ka'ab added: “"While 1 was walking in the market of
Madina, suddenly I saw a Nabati (a Christian farmer) from
the Anbat (plural of Nabati) from Al-Sham (Greater Syria))
who had come to sell his grain in Madina, saying: "Who will
lead me to Ka'ab ibn Malek ?” The people began to point
(me) out to him until he reached to me and handed me a letter
from the King of Ghassan, in which the following was
written: "To proceed, | have been informed that your friend
(i.e. the Prophet %) has treated you harshly. Allah does not
allow you to live in a place where you feel inferior and your
rights are lost, so come and join us and we will console you."
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When I read it, I said to myself: "This is also a sort of test.”
Then T took the letter to the oven and made a fire inside by
burning it.

When forty out of the fifty nights had elapsed, the courier
of Allah's Messenger 4 came to me and said: "Allah's
Messenger #£ orders you to keep away from your wife.” I
said: "Should 1 divorce her or what else should I do?” He
said: "No, only keep away from her and do not sleep with
her.” The Prophet 3z sent the same message to my iwo
fellows. So I said to my wife: "Go to your parents and remain
with them until Allah decrees this matter.” Ka'ab added: ‘The
wife of Hilal ibn Omayya came to Allah's Messenger # and
said, "O Allah's Messenger! Hilal ibn Omayya is a helpless
old man who has no servant to serve him. Do you dislike that
I should serve him?” The Messenger of Allah #& said: “No
(you can serve him), bul he should not come near you.” She
said: "By Allah, he has no desire for anything. By Allah, he
has never ceased weeping since his case began until this day.'
At that, some of my lamily members said to me: "Will you
also ask Allah's Messenger ¥ to permit your wife (o serve
you) as he has permitied the wife of Hilal to serve him?” I
said: "By Allah, T will not ask the permission of Allah's
Messenger 4 regarding her, for I do not know what Allah's
Messenger # would say if | asked him to permit her (to serve
me) as [ am still a young man.”

So I remained in that state for ten more nights after that
until the period of fifty nights was completed from the time
when Allah's Messenger # prohibited the people from talking
to us. When I had offered Al-fajr Prayer on the fiftieth
morning on the roof of one of our houses and I was sitting in
the condition that Allah had described (in the Koran), my
very soul seemed straitened and even the earth seemed
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narrow, despite its spaciousness. From there I heard the voice
of someone who had climbed the mountain of Sala’, calling in
his loudest voice: "O Ka'ab ibn Malek ! Be happy (for
receiving good tidings).” T fell down in prostration before
Allah, realizing that relief had come. Allah's Messenger %
had announced the acceptance of our repentance by Allah
when he had offered Al-fajr Prayer.

The people then came out to congratulate us. Some people
went to bring the good tidings to my two fellows and a
horseman came hastily to me, and a man of Bano Aslam also
came running and climbed the mountain and his voice was
swifter than the horse. When he whose voice 1 had heard,
came to me conveying the good tidings, I took off my
egarments and dressed him with them, and by Allah, T owned
no other garments than them oa that day. Then I borrowed
two garments and wore them and went to Allah's Messenger
4. The people started receiving me in groups, congratulating
me on Allah's Acceptance of my repentance, saying: "We
congratulate you on Allah's Acceptance of your repentance.”™

Ka'ab further said” ‘When I entered the mosque, [ saw
Allah's Messenger 4 sitting surrounded by the people. Talha
ibn Obaydullah quickly came to me, shook hands with me
and congratulated me. By Allah, none of the emigrants got up
for me except him, and I will never forget Talha for this.’
Ka'ab added: “When I greeted Allah's Messenger %, whose
face was beaming with joy, he said: “Be happy with the best
day that you have had ever since your mother delivered
you."' Ka'ab added: ‘I said to the Prophet #: “Is this
forgiveness from you or from Allah?” He said: “No, it is from
Allah,” Whenever Allah's Messenger & became happy, his
face would shine as if it was a piece of the moon, and we all
knew that characteristic of him.
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When 1 sat before him, [ said: "O Allah's Messenger!
Because of the acceptance of my repentance [ will give up all
my wealth in charity for the sake of Allah and His Messenger
48, Allah's Messenger # said: “Keep some of your wealth, as
it will be better for you.” 1 said” "So I will keep my share
from Khaybar with me.” and 1 added: “O Allah's Messenger!
Allah has saved me for telling the truth, so it is a part of my
repentance not to tell anything but the truth as long as 1 am
alive.” By Allah, I do not know anyone of the Muslims whom
Allah has helped for telling the truth more than me. Since I
confessed that to Allah's Messenger 4 I have never intended
to tell a lie until today. T hope that Allah 25 will also save me
(from telling lies) for the rest of my life. Allah had revealed
to His Messenger 4% the Verses:

“Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the emigrants, and Al-
Ansar who followed him during the time of distress (Tabuk
expedition), after the hearts of a party of them had nearly
deviated (from the Right Path), but He accepted their
repentance. Certainly, He is unto them full of Kindness, Most
Merciful. * And (He did forgive also) the three (who did not
join the Tabuk expedition) left (and whose cases were
deferred) until for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened
and their own selves were straitened to them, and they
perceived that there was no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge
but in Him. Then, He accepted their repentance, that they
might beg for His pardon. Verily, Allah is the One Who
forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful. * O you who
believe! Be afraid of Allah, and be with those who are true (in
words and deeds). *” (9: 117-119)

Ka'ab said: ‘By Allah, Allah has never bestowed upon me,
apart from His guiding me to Islam, a greater blessing than
the fact that I did not tell a lie to Allah's Messenger %, as that
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would have caused me to perish as those who have lied
perished. As Allah described those who lied with the worst
description He ever attributed to anybody else. Allah 3% said
about them:

“They will swear by Allah to you (the Muslims) when you
return to them, that you may turn away from them. So turn away
from them. Surely, they are impure (because of their evil deeds),
and Hell is their dwelling place - a recompense for what they
used to earn. * They (the hypocrites) will swear to you (the
Muslims) that you may be pleased with them, but if you are
pleased with them, certainly Allah is not pleased with the people
who are rebellious. *7(9: 95-96)

Ka'ab added: “We three differed altogether from those
whose excuses were accepted by Allah's Messenger 3 when
they swore to him. He took their Baya'a (pledge) and asked
Allah to forgive them, but Allah's Messenger left our case
pending until Allah 2% gave His Judgment about it. As for that
Allah said:

“And (He did forgive also) the three (who did not join the
Tabuk expedition whose case was deferred) until for them
the earth, vast as it 1s, was straitened and their own selves
were straitened to them, and they perceived that there was no
fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but in Him. Then, He
accepted their repentance that they might beg for His pardon.
Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts
repentance, Most Merciful. *” (9: 118)

What Allah said (in this Verse) does not refer to our
failure to take part in the Battle of Tabuk , but it refers to the
deferment by the Prophet $2 of making a decision about our
case, in contrast to the cases of those who had taken an oath
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before him and he excused them by accepting their excuses.’

(Bukhari).
ﬁiéﬁﬁmﬁajw e WA Ll el WS -YY
Lo 8l u*MJuiﬁ e '-—1-&~°Jl'¢_-,-"1 ‘i“ﬁﬁ-jb—?‘- J*F-‘S
Jﬂwj L G A ) e G g (L e i KA
@u@;um@ﬁuﬁfﬁht&hmﬂiuw o]
ﬂ-ﬂl JJ“_JL"‘-*LL"-"J" G e A Jab \gule &Aﬁm}hﬂa,ﬂ .J""'
Bl mwwmhmﬂﬂywbiﬂd‘ﬁ“&ﬁ:&@ P
yu}um@mh @umuhjﬁjwmgws
(ska Al ® ;;ﬁf.;ﬂum_gf_a.m s

23. Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn; ‘A woman of Johayna
tribe confessed adullery to the Prophet 4% and said that she
was pregnant. The Prophet # summoned her guardian and
said to him: “Treat her kindly. and when she delivers, inform

e.” The man did as directed. The Prophet 4 ordered that her
clothes be tied and that she be stoned to death. He performed
the Funeral Prayer for her, Omar ibn Al-Khattab said to him;
"You have stoned her and performed the Funeral Prayer for
her Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet # said: “She has
repented to Allah a repentance that if it were distributed
among seventy people of Madina, it would suffice them.
Have you found anything more precious than giving her soul
willingly to Allah?”(At-Termizi ).
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24. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘| heard the Prophet # saying: “If
the son of Adam had two valleys full of money he would
wish for a third, for nothing can fill the belly of Adam's son
except dust, and Allah forgives him who (repents to Him)
begs for His Forgiveness.”" (Bukhari).
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25. Narrated Abu-Huraira < “Allah’s Mﬁﬁﬁﬂl]gﬂl"‘%ﬁ said:
“Allah welcomes two men with a smile; one of them killed
the other and both of them entered Paradise. One fought in
Allah's Cause and was killed. Later on Allah forgave the
killer {as he embraced Islam) and he was martyred (in Allah's
Cause).” (Bukhari).

* ¥ *

suall Bl
Chapter ( 3)
About Patience

[Believing in preordainment is one of the pillars of faith.
This entails that the believer should believe that what has
befallen him was not going to miss him and what has missed
him was not going to befall him. He should believe that it is
impossible to avoid what has been foreordained. No one can
escape what has been destined for him.

This entails absolute contentment with what befalls one, and
this belief helps the believer 1o be pleased with whatever
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befalls him, because he has a firm belief that what befell him
1s an act of God that no creature could evade.

Thus, believing in preordainment is a prerequisite for
patience. The Prophets (peace be upon them) are the models
in this matter and we are required to imitate them. The Noble
Koran mentioned them with reverence for the noble
characteristics that they had. Patience is one of these noble
characteristics.
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“And (remember) Ismae'el (Ishmael), and Idrees (Enoch)
and Zol-Kifl (Isaiah), all were from among the people who
showed patience *” (38: 44)
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“And remember Our servant Job, when he invoked his
Lord (saying): "Verily Satan has touched me with distress (by
ruining my health) and torment (by ruining my wealth). *
(Allah said to him): "Strike the ground with your foot. This is
(a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a (refreshing) drink™ *
And We gave him (back) his family, and along with them the
like thereof, as a Mercy from Us, and a Reminder for those
who understand. * “And take in your hand a bundle of thin
grass and strike therewith (your wife), and break not your
oath.” Truly! We found him patient. How excellent (a)
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servant! Verily, he was ever ofi-returning in repentance (to
Us)! *7 (387 41-44)
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“And, when he (his son, [smae'el, (Ishmael)) was strong
enough to strive with him (his father Abraham), he
(Abraham) said: "O my son! I have seen in a dream that [ am
slaughtering vou (offering you in sacrifice to Allah). So look
what you think!" He said: "O my father! Do as what you are
ordered, you shall find me one of those who show patience,
Allah willing. *" (37: 102)

Allah #& will be with the people who show patience,
supporting them. The Noble Koran says:

%[_p}!...nmc.“m v Mijﬂmﬁ.ﬂu ljulwﬁl A NI
[\orxﬁﬂj

“O you who believe! Seek help in patience and in
performing the prayer. Truly! Allah is with those who show
patience. ¥ (2: 153) And
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“And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute
(with one another) lest you should lose courage and your
strength should depart you, and be patient. Surely, Allah is
with those who show patience. *” (8: 46)
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“Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He knows that
there is weakness in you. So if there are of you a hundred
steadfast people, they shall overcome two hundred, and if
there are a thousand of you, they shall overcome two
thousands after Allah’s Leave. And Allah is with those who
show patience. *” (8: 66)

People who show patience are rewarded abundantly and
without limit. Allah &% said:
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“But those who had been given (religious) knowledge
said: "Woe to you! The Reward of Allah (in the Hereafler) is
better for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and
this none shall attain except those who are Al-sdbirin (the
patient in following the truth).” (Zumar 10).And
“Say (O Muhammad! To My servants): "O My slaves
who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism),
be afraid of your Lord (Allah) and keep your duty to Him.
Good is (the reward) for those who do good in this world, and
Allah's earth is spacious (so if you cannot wor ship Allah at a
place, then emigrate to another)! Only those who are patient
shall receive their rewards in full, without reckoning. *" (39: 10}

Now, let us proceed to know what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled in this topic.]
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Allah 4 said:

*“0 you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units
permanently at the places {rom where the enemy can attack
you, and fear Allah, so that you may be successful. *”
(3: 200) And
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“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear,
hunger, loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings
to those who show steadfasiness. *" (2: 155) And
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“Say (O Muhammad!) "O My slaves who believe (in the
Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism)! Be afraid of your
Lord (Allah) and keep your duty to Him. Good 1s (the reward)
for those who do good in this world, and Allah's earth is
spacious (so if you cannot worship Allah at a place, then go to
another)! Only those who are patient shall receive their
rewards in full, without reckoning. *” (39: 10) And

(65 wos) € L5 e LA by ey i il )
“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that

would truly be from the things recommended by Allah. *7
(42:43) And
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“0O you who believe! Seek help in patience and the prayer.

Truly! Allah is with those who show steadfastness. *”
(2: 153) And
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“And surely, We shall try you until We test those who
strive hard (for the Cause of Allah) and those who show
steadfastness and We shall test your facts (i.e. the one who is
a liar, and the one who is truthful).*" (47: 31)

The verses are related to patience and its supremacy in the
Noble Koran, are too many to enumerate.
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26. Narrated Abu-Malek Al-Asha'ari: ‘The Meq%nger of
Allah 42 said: “Al Wodoo' (the ablution) equals one half of
faith. Praising Allah fills the pan on the scale. Glorifying and
praising Allah fill what is between the heaven and the earth. The
prayer 15 light. Giving in charity is a sign of belief. Showing
patience is brightness. And the Koran is an argument for yvou or
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against you, All people go out in the morning. Everybody sells

himself: he cither destroys it or saves it.” (At-Termizi ).
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27. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri #%: "Some people of
the Ansar asked for (something) from Allah's Messenger %
and he gave it to them. They again asked him for (something)
and he again gave it to them. And then again they asked him
and he gave them again until all that he had was finished. And
then he said: “If 1 had anything, I would not keep it away
from you. (Remember) Whoever abstains from asking others,
Allah will make him contented, and whoever tries to make
himself self-sufficient, Allah will make him self-sufficient.
And whoever shows patient, Allah will make him patient.
Nobody can be given a blessing better and greater than
patience.” (Bukhari).
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28. Narrated Anas <: "When the illness of the Prophet 4
was aggravated, he became unconscious, whereupon Fatima
said: “Oh, how severely my father suffers!™ He said: “Your
father will have no more distress after today.” (Bukhari).
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29. Narrated Osama ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with
them): ‘The daughter of the Prophet s sent (a courier) to the
Prophet 45 requesting him to come as her child was dying (or
was gasping), but the Prophet # returned the messenger and
told him to convey his greetings to her. He said: “Whatever
Allah takes 1s for Him and whatever He gives is for Him, and
everything with Him has a limited fixed term (in this world) and
so she should be patient and hope for Allah's Reward.” She
again sent for him, insisting that he should come. The Prophet 4
got up and so did Sa'ad ibn Obada, Mo'az ibn Jabal, Obayy ibn
Ka'ab, Zayd ibn Thabit, and some other men. The child was
brought to Allah's Messenger 4 while he was out of breath (the
sub-narrator thinks that Osama added: ‘He was gasping as if it
was a leather water-skin.”) At that the eyes of the Prophet
started shedding tears. Sa'ad said: "O Allah's Messenger what is
this?" He replied: "It is mercy which Allah has lodged in the
heart of His slaves, and Allah is Merciful only to those of His
servants who are merciful (to others).”” (Bukhari).
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30. Narrated Anas ibn Malek .&: ‘The Prophet 3z passed
by a woman who was weeping beside a grave. He told her to
[ear Allah and to be patient. She did not recognize him and
said to him: "Go away, for you have not been afflicted with a
calamity like mine.”. When she was informed that he was the
Prophet #z, she went to his house and there she did not find
any guard. She said to him: "1 did notl recognize you.” He
said: “Verily, patience should be shown at the first stroke of a
calamity.”™ (Bukhari).
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31. Narrated Abu-Huraira«g:: “Allah's Messenger 2 said:
“Allah says, 'l have nothing to give but Paradise as a reward
to my slave, a true believer of Islamic Monotheism who, 1f 1

cause his dear friend (or relative) to die, remains patient (and
hopes for Allah's Reward).”" (Bukhari).
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32. A'isha, the wife of the Prophet 4 said: °I asked Allah's
Messenger #2 about the plague. He told me that it was a
punishment sent by Allah on whom he wished, and Allah had
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made it a source of mercy for the believers. For if one, at the
time of its spreading, stays in (the afflicted) country patiently
hoping for Allah's Reward, and believing that nothing will
befall him except what Allah has preordained for him, he will
get a reward similar to that of a martyr.”’ (Bukhari).
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33. Narrated Ata ibn Abi-Rabah :: ‘Ibn Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with them) said to me: "Shall I show you a
woman of the people of paradise?” I said: “Yes.” He said:
"This black lady came to the Prophet # and said: 'I get attacks
of epilepsy and my body becomes uncovered. Please invoke
Allah for me." The Prophet # said (to her): 'If you wish, be
patient and you will have (enter) Paradise, but if you wish, I
will invoke Allah to cure you.” She said: 'l will remain
patient,’ and she added: "but [ become uncovered, so please
invoke Allah for me that I not be uncovered.” So he invoked
Allah for her.”" (Bukhari).
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34. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud: “It seems as if | am looking at
the Prophet #& talking about one of the prophets whose people
had beaten him and caused him to bleed. While he was
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cleaning the blood off his face he was saying: “O Allah!
Forgive my people, for they have no knowledge.” (Bukhari).
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35. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri & and Abu-Huraira
(may Allah be pleased with them): ‘The Prophet # said: “No
fatigue, no disease, no sorrow, no sadness, no hurt, no distress
befalls a Muslim, even if it were the prick he receives from a

thorn, but that Allah expiates some of his sins for it.”
(Bukhari).
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36. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud: ‘I visited Allah's Messenger #&
while he was suffering from a high fever. I said: "O Allah's
Messenger! You have a high fever.” He said: "Yes, I have as
much fever as two men of you." I said: "Is it because you will
have a double reward?” He said: "Yes, it is so. No Muslim is
afflicted with any harm, even if it is the prick of a thorn, but
that Allah expiates his sins because of it, as a tree sheds its

leaves."” (Bukhari).
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37. Narrated Abu-Huraira  «%: ‘Allah's Messenger &
said: “If Allah wants to do good 1o somebody, He afflicts him
with trials.”” {Bukhari).
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38. Narrated Anas ibn Malek & ‘The Prophet 3 said:
“None of you should wish for death when a calamity befalls
him. If he were to do so, let him say: “O Allah! Keep me
alive as long as life is better for me, and let me die if death is
better for me.””" (Bukhari).
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39. Narrated Khabbab ibn Al-Aratt 4%: ‘We complained to
Allah's Messenger # of the persecution (inflicted on us by the
infidels) while he was sitling in the shade of the Ka'aba
leaning over his Bord (i.e. covering sheet). We said to him:
"Would vou seek help from Allah 3 for us? Would you pray
to Allah for us?” He said: “Of the nations before you a

(believing) man would be put in a ditch that was dug for him,
and a saw would be put over his head and he would be cut into
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two pieces, and vet that (torture) would not make him give up
his religion. His body would be combed with iron combs that
would remove his flesh from the bones or nerves, yet that would
not make him abandon his religion. By Allah, this religion (i.e.
Islam) will prevail until a traveler from Sana'a (in Yemen) to
Hadhramawt will fear none but Allah, or a wolf as regards his
sheep, but you {peoplu} are hasty.”” (Bukhari).
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40. Narrated Abdullah: ‘On the day (of the battle) of
Honayn, Allah's Messenger % favored some people in the
distribution of booty (to the exclusion of others). He gave Al-
Aqra'a ibn Habis one hundred camels and he gave Oyayna the
same number. He gave to some of the eminent Arabs, giving
them preference in this regard. Then a person came and said:
"By Allah, in this division justice has not been observed, nor
has Allah's Pleasure been aimed at.” [ said {to him): “By
Allah, T will inform (the Prophet %) of what you have said.”
I went and informed the Prophet #. The Prophet # said: “If
Allah and His Messenger did not act justly, who else would

act justly. May Allah be Merciful to Moses, for he was
harmed with more than this, yet he kept patient.”™ [Bukhari}.

LFuLwJMLFumuJILJJLJJu:.u_LﬂHm ----- 'Ljfi-.'“f"l
g____u_uy.uu,j..; _Ja.ilamwl 3 1_~.1 aﬂ J}wJJLs Jt_a.u.._q

123



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous People)
(Abridged)

* L 4 A i 4y Al T e 40 S iy G
e Al

41. Narrated Anas: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said: “If
Allah willed good for His servant, He would punish him for
his sins during the span of his life. And if He willed

otherwise, He would withhold punishment until He afflicts it
on him on the Day of Judgment.” (At-Termizi ).
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42. Narrated Solayman ibn Sorad «: : “While | was sitting

in the company of the Prophet # two men were insulting
each other and the face of one of them became red with anger,
and his jugular vein swelled (i.e. he became furious). At that
the Prophet 4 said: “I know a word that if he said it, he would
be relaxed. If he says A'uzu Billahi Minash-Shaitan (I seek
refuge with Allah from Satan), his anger will be driven
away.” Somebody said to him: "The Prophet % has said that

you should seek refuge with Allah from Satan."The angry
man said: “Am [ mad?”’ (Bukhari)
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43, Narrated Mo'az ibn Anas: ‘The Prophet # said: “He who
suppressed his anger while he is able to affect it, Allah & would
call him before all creatures and let him choose whomever he
would like of the damsels of Paradise.™ (At-Termizi )
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44, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4
said: “Affliction still visits the believing man and woman in
their sons and properties until they meet Allah 3 sinless.”
(At-Termizi )
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45, Narrated Ibn Mas'oud.: ‘The Prophet # said: "Soon
others will be preferred to you, and there will be things which
you will not like." The companions of the Prophet 4& asked: "O
Allah's Messenger! What do you order us to do (in this case)?”

He said: "(T order you) to give the rights you are required to give
and to ask Allah & for what is due to you.”™ (Bukhari)
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46. Narrated Osayd ibn Hodhayr: ‘A man from Al-Ansar
(the Supporters) said: “O Allah's Messenger! Will you
appoint me as you have appointed so and s0?” The Prophet %
said: “After me you will see others given preference to you.
S0, be patient until you meet me at Al-Hawdh (the Fountain
given to the Prophet # on the Day of Judgment ie. Al-
Kawthar).”” (Bukhari)
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47. Narrated Abdullah 1bn Abu-Awfa (may Allah be
pleased with them): ‘Once Allah's Messenger 4 during some
of his holy battles waited until the sun had declined and then
he stood up among the people and said: “O people! Do not
wish to face the enemy (in a battle) and ask Allah to save you
from calamities, but if you should face the enemy and be
patient and I let it be known to you that Paradise is under the
shades of swords.” He then said: “O Allah! The Revealer of
the (Holy) Book, the Mover of the clouds, and Defeater of Al-
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Ahzib (i.e. the confederation of infidels), defeat them (the
infidels) and bestow victory upon us.”” (Bukhari)..

gl Gl — §
Chapter (4)
Truthfulness

[Tmam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this subject,
taken from [hya'a Ulum Al-Din, (Revival of the Religious
Seiences)’.

Al-Ghazali said:
‘Excellence of Truthfulness’
Allah & says:
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“(Among the Believers are) men who have been true to
their covenant with Allah...*” (33: 23)
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Narrated Abdullah: “The Fmphet% said: “Tmthfulness

leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise.

And a man keeps on telling the truth until he becomes a

truthful person. Falsehood leads to wickedness, and

wickedness leads to the Hellfire. And a man may keep on
telling lies until he is written with Allah as a liar.”

It 13 enough that the Prophets (peace be upon them) were
described as truthful people. Allah & says:
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“(Also) mention in the Book® (the story of) Abraham. He
was a man of truth, a Prophet. *” (19: 41) And
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“Also mention in the Book (the story of) Ismae'el. He was
(strictly) true to what he promised, and he was a Messenger
and a Prophet *” (19: 54) And
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“Also mention in the Book the case of Idrees. He was a
man of truth (and sincerity), and a Prophet. * (19: 56)

% The Noble Koran.
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Ibn Abbas said: “Whoever has the following four qualities has
attained prosperity: truthfulness, modesty, good character,
and shows gratefulness.”

Bishr ibn Al-Hareth said: *Whoever treats Allah truthfully
feels rest from people.”

Abu Abdul-llmran Al-Ramli said: ‘I saw Mansour Al-
Dinouri in a dream and asked him: "How has Allah judged
you?"He said: "He forgave me, He poured His mercy on me,
and gave me what I had hoped for.” I said: *What is the best
deed a servant could offer?” He said: "Truthfulness and the
ugliest thing is lying.”™

Abu-Solayman said: ‘Let truthfulness be your riding
animal, truth be your sword, and Allah # be the dearest end.’

A man said to a wise man: ‘I have never seen a truthful
person.” He said: ‘Had you been truthful, you would have
known the truthful.’

Muhammad ibn Ali  Al-Kinani said: ‘“We found the
religion of Allah 25 built on three pillars: righteousness,
truthfulness, and justice. Right is obligatory on the limbs.
Truthfulness is obligatory on reason. Justice is obligatory on
the hearts.’
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Commenting on the following statement, Al-Thawri said:
“Those who claimed love of Allah &% while they were not
truthful. The verse says: “On the Day of Judgment you will

see those who told lies against Allah; their faces will be
turned black...*” {39: 60)
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It was said: “Three qualities guarantee salvation and each
one of them completes the other: pure Islam (i.e. that is the
religion free of innovation and whims), truthfulness in doing
deeds, and lawful earning.’

[t was said to Sahl: *What is the foundation of this matter
of ours?’ He said: *Truthfulness, mercy, and bravery.’ It was
said to him: *“What else?’ He said: ‘Piety, modesty, and lawful
earning.’
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Commenting on the following statement, Al-Jonayd said:
*Those who are truthful with their own souls will be asked
about their truthfulness with their Lord. And this is
dangerous.” The verse says: “That (Allah) may reckon the
custodians of truth concerning the truth they (were charged
with)...*" (33: 8)

Nature, Meaning, and Degrees of Truthfulness

Kindly, be informed that truthfulness is used o express
six meanings: truthfulness in utterance, truthfulness in
intention and will, truthfulness in determination, truthfulness
in  fulfillment of covenants, truthfulness in work, and
truthfulness in fulfillment of religious affairs. Whoever
behaves in a truthful manner regarding these six affairs is
truthful. They have various ranks. He that has one type of
truthfulness that we have mentioned, he is truthful, in addition
to what he has of truthfulness besides these six types.

The First Type of Truthfulness:

The first type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in
utterance, i.e. what is related to information. Such type is
related either to the past or the future. This type comprises

130



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
(Abridged]

fulfilling or not fulfilling promises. It is incumbent on every
servant to preserve his tongue by speaking only the truth. This
is the most apparent type of truthfulness. Thus, he that kept
his tongue from telling what contradicts reality 1s truthful.

The Second Type of Truthfulness:

The second type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in
intention and will. This is attributed to sincerity, i.e. to have
no objective for activity and inactivity except for Allah’s
sake. If part of the soul interpolates the intention, this renders
truthfulness null and void. He who does this is called a liar, as
we explained when discussing the virtue of sincerity. When
the knowledgeable one will be asked about what he has done
with what he has learnt. He will answer: ‘1 have done such
and such.” Tt will be said to him: “You have told lies. You
have done this in order that people would say: *So and so 1s
knowledgeable.” Such a person is described as a liar in his
intention and will. Tt was said: ‘Truthfulness is to have pure
intention.” Allah % says:
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“...and Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are indeed
hars. *7 (63: 1)

[n the above verse, Allah & divulges what the hypocrites

conceal in their hearts. Thus, we infer that one of the

meanings of truthfulness is sincerity of intention. Thus every
truthful person should be sincere.

The Third Type of Truthfulness:

The third type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in
determination, because determination usually precedes
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actions. An example of this is one’s saying: ‘If Allah &
provides me with wealth, [ will give it in charity. If | meet an
enemy of Allah & [ will fight him, caring for nothing even if
[ would be killed. If Allah & gives me authority, T will
establish justice in earth and I will not deal unjustly with
anyone. Such a determination would be created in his heart or
there would be some deviation or weakness contradicting
truthfulness in intention. Truthfulness in this case means
perfection and strength. As it is said: such and such sick
person has a lying lust if his lust was weak or has no strong
cause.” Thus, truthfulness, in some cases, refers to this
meaning. The truthful person is he whose intention in doing
goodness has such perfect strength that it has neither
weakness nor hesitation.

His soul determines to do goodness earnestly all the time.
An example of this is Omar’s saying: ‘It is better for me to
proceed and my neck gets smitten, than to be an leader of a
people who has Abu-Bakr amongst them.” In this saying, we
see that Omar has determined earnestly and truthfully not to
be the leader of a people among whom Abu-Bakr < was. He
confirmed what he has said by mentioning that it would be
better for him to be killed.

The Fourth Type of Truthlulness:

The fourth type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in
fulfilling intentions, because the soul gives promises easily
without any hardship, but when incidents take place and the
emotions are stirred, determination retreats, and the result is
not attained. This contradicts truthfulness. Allah 35 says:
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“(Among the believers are) men who have been true to
their covenant with Allah...*” (33: 23)
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Narrated Anas itbn Malek : *My uncle Anas ibn Al-
Nadhr was absent from the battle of Badr. He said: *O
Messenger of Allah! 1 was absent from the first battle you
fought against the polytheists. By Allah, if Allah gives me a

chance to fight the polytheists, no doubt, Allah will see how
(bravely) I will fight.” On the day of Uhud when the Muslims
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turned their backs and fled, he (the Messenger of Allah )
said: "O Allah! T apologize to You for what these (i.e. his
companions) have done, and [ denounce what these (the
polytheists) have done.” Then he advanced and Sa'ad ibn
Mo'az met him. He said: "O Sa'ad ibn Mo'az! By the Lord of
Al-Nadhr, Paradise! 1 smell its aroma coming from before
(the mountain of) Uhud.” Later on Sa'ad said: "O Messenger
of Allah! I cannotl achieve or do what he (i.e. Anas ibn Al-
Nadhr) did. We found more than eighty wounds from swords
and arrows in his body. We found him dead and his body was
mutilated so badly that none except his sister could recognize
him by his fingers. We used to think that the following Verse
was revealed concerning lum and other men of his sort:
“{Among the believers are) men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah...*" (33: 23)

The Messenger of Allah # stood before Mosa'ab ibn
Omair when he was martyred on the day of Uhud and said:
“Among the believers are men who have been true to their
covenants with Allah. Of them some have completed their
vow (to the extreme), and some (still}) wait...*” (33: 23)
Mosa'ab was a commander with a banner.”
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Narrated Fodhala ibn Obaid: ‘I heard Omar ibn Al-
Khattab saying: “There are four martyrs: a believer who has a
perfect faith who, when confronted the enemy, showed
truthfulness to Allah and was killed. This is the man at whom
people will raise their eyes like this for on the Day of
Judgment. (The narrator said: ‘He raised his eyes until his
helmet fell.” He was not sure whether the helmet of Omar
4= or of the helmet of the Prophet 4 fell). And a believer who
has a perfect faith confronted the enemy in a cowardly
manner until an aimless arrow hit him and killed him. He is in
the second level. And a believer who has mixed a good deed
with an evil one and then confronted the enemy and showed
truthfulness to Allah and was killed. He is in the third level.
And a believer who transgressed the limits and confronted the
enemy and he showed truthfulness to Allah and was killed.
He is in the fourth level.”

Commenting on the following statement, Mojahid said:
‘Two men came out to some people while they were sitting
and said: ‘If Allah 3 provided us with wealth, we would give
it in charity, but they did not do. So, Allah & revealed the
following verse:
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“Amongst them are men who made a covenant with Allah,
that if He bestowed on them of His bounty, they would give
(largely) in charity, and be truly amongst those who are
righteous. * But when He did bestow of His bounty, they
became covetous, and turned back (from their covenant),
averse (to fulfilling it). * So He put, as a consequence,
hypocrisy into their hearts, (to last) until the Day whereon
they shall meet Him, because they broke their covenant with
Allah, and because they lied (again and again). *” (9: 75-77)

Thus, the Noble Koran considers a mere intention as a
covenant. It considers the fulfillment of it as truthfulness and
the non fulfillment of it as lying. This type of truthfulness is
harder than the third one. For, people may intend to do
something, but they fail to fulfill it because their emotions
overcome them or fulfillment becomes hard for them. For this
reason when Omar said: ‘It is better for me to proceed and
my neck be smitten than to be a leader of people among
whom is Abu-Bakr .” Then Omar made an exception and
said; ‘Except if my soul incites me to another thing that I do
not find now, and hence fulfillment becomes hard for me,’
referring to the difficulty of fulfillment of the intention.

The Fifth Type of Truthfulness:

The fifth type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in
deeds. This means that a man spares no effort to show the
truthfulness of his inner feelings, by compelling the inner
feelings to be in harmony with the physical actions, and not
through abandonment of deeds. This contradicts what we
have mentioned about abandonment of showing off, because
he who dissembles is he who so intends.

How many worshippers standing in humility in the prayer,
not intending to show off, but his heart is heedless of his
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prayer. Physically, he is standing before the hands of Allah 3=
while he is wandering in the market or in his personal desires.
These deeds show a difference from the inner feelings.
Another example is that one may walk in tranquility while he
is not feeling this inside. This person is untruthful in his
deeds, even if he does not pay attention to people’s responses
or is intending to show off. One is not rescued from this
except through purity of intention and physical deeds. In
other words his inner feelings should be better than his
physical deeds.

Thus, when the physical deeds contradict the inner
feelings, this is called showing off, and this removes
sincerity. If a contradiction was not intended, it removes
truthfulness.

Yazeed ibn Al-Hareth said: ‘If the inner feelings and the
physical deeds of the servant are equal, this is justice. If the
inner feelings are better, this is virtuous. And if the physical
deeds are better than the inner feelings, this is injustice.”

Mu'aweya ibn Qorra said: *Who can show me someone
weeping profusely by night who is smiling by day?”

Abdul-Wahed ibn Zayd said: “Whenever Al-Hasan
ordered anything, he was the one who did it persistently. And
when he prohibited anything, he was the farthest one from it.
I could not see any one whose physical deeds and inner
feelings were equal, except him.”

Abu- Abdul-Rahman Al-Zahed said: “My God! I used to
treat with people honestly and 1 used to treat You
dishonestly.” He used to weep profusely.

Abu-Ya'agoub said: ‘Truthfulness is harmony with the
truth publicly and privately.’
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Thus, equality between inner feelings and physical deeds
is a type of truthfulness.

The Sixth Type of Truthfulness:

The sixth type of truthfulness is the highest degree of
truthfulness. It comprises truthfulness in religious affairs, like
truthfulness in  fear, hope, glorification, asceticism,
contentment, putting one’s trust in Allah, love, and other
matters. These matters have evident effects, ends, and
natures. He that attained their natures has prospered. If one
shows truthfulness in some affair, he is called truthful, as it
said: “So and so is truthful in fighting,” or *This is a truthful
fear,” or This is a truthful emotion.” Allah 4% says:
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“Only those are believers who have believed in Allah and
His Messenger, and have never since doubted, but have
striven with their belongings and their persons in the cause of
Allah. Such are the sincere ones.*” (49: 15) And
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“It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards
East or West, but it is righteousness to believe in Allah, and
the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Books, and the

Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him,
138



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

on your kin, on the orphans, on the needy, on the wayfarer, on
those who ask, and on the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in
prayer; and practice regular charity,; to fulfill the contracts
that you have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or
suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic.
Such are the people of truth, the God-fearing. *” (2: 177)

The degrees of truthfulness’ are limitless and a servant
may be truthful in some affairs and untruthful in others. If he
is truthful in all affairs, he is called Siddeeq (an extremely
truthful one). Sa'ad ibn Mo'az said: ‘I am strong in three
affairs and weak in the rest. I have never performed a prayer
inadvertently since T reverted to Islam. I have not escort a
funeral except that I preoccupied my soul in anything except
what it would say or except what would be said to it until its
burial was completed. And I have never heard any utterance
of the Prophet % except that i believed thai it was true.’
Sa'eed ibn Al-Mosayyib said: "We have not heard that anyone
but the Prophet 32 possessed this combination of qualities.’

Now, let us consider what Imam AnONawawi said
about this subject.]
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Allah 2% said:

“0O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah, and be with
those who are true (in words and deeds). *” (9: 119) And
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“Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to Allah in Islam)
men and women, the believing men and women (who believe
in Islamic Monotheism), the men and the women who are
obedient (to Allah), the men and women who are truthful (in
their speech and deeds), the men and the women who are
patient (in performing all the duties that Allah has ordered
and in abstaining from what Allah has forbidden), the men
and the women who are humble (before their Lord - Allah),
the men and the women who give zakat, the men and the
women who observe fasting (the obligatory fasting during the
month of Ramadhan, and the optional fasting), the men and
the women who guard their chastity (from illegal sexual acts),
and the men and the women who remember Allah much with
their hearts and tongues, Allah has prepared for them
forgiveness and a great reward (Paradise). *” (33: 35) And
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“Obedience (to Allah) and good words (were better for
them). And when the matter (preparation for Jihad) is
resolved upon, if they had been frue to Allah then, it would
have been better for them. *” (47: 21)

s O S g Gl ) U8 G e b s [k A
L oy e 58 S el B o R Y g e
i L T s O G s DA 1 O ) e

A ol (B3 il e L)

140



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)
As to the Hadiths:

48. Narrated Abdullah % : ‘The Prophet# said:
“Truthfulness leads to righteousness. Righteousness leads to
Paradise. And a man keeps on telling the truth until he
becomes an extremely truthful person. FalseHud leads to
wickedness. Wickedness leads to the Hellfire, and a man may
keep on telling lies until he is written before Allah as a liar.”
{Bukhari)
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49, Heracles said: "What does he order you to do? I (Abu-
Sofyan) said: 'He tells us to worship Allah Alone, and not to
worship anything along with Him, and to renounce all that
our ancestors had said. He orders us to pray, to speak the

truth, to be chaste and to keep good relations with our kith
and kin”..."
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? This is a part of a very long Hadith about the questions of
Heracles to Abu-Sofyan, before his reversion to Islam.
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50. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘The Prophet # said: “A
prophet amongst the prophets carried out a holy military
expedition, so he said o his followers: *Anyone who has
married a woman and wants to consummate the marriage, and
has not done so yet, should not accompany me; nor should a
man who has built a house but has not completed its roof’ nor
a man who has sheep or camels and is waiting for the birth of
their young ones.” So the prophet went out on the expedition
and when he reached the town at the time, or nearly at the
time, of Al-asr Prayer, he said to the sun: “O sun! You are
under Allah's Order and I am under Allah's Order. O Allah!
Stop it (i.e. the sun) from setting.' It was stopped until Allah
made him victorious. Then he collected the booty and lit a
fire to burn it, but it did not burn it. He said (to his men):
"Some of you have stolen something from the booty; so one
man from every tribe should give me a vow by shaking hands
with me.” (They so did and (the hand of a man) got stuck in
the hand of their prophet. Then that prophet said (to the man):
“The theft has been committed by your people; so all the
people of your tribe should give me a vow by shaking hands
with me.' The hands of two or three men got stuck in the hand
of their prophet and he said: "You have committed the theft.”
Then they brought a head of gold, like the head of a cow, and
put it there, and the fire came and consumed the booty.” The
Prophet 2 (Muhammad) added: “Then Allah saw our
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weakness and disability, so He made booty legal for us.”
(Bukhari)
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51. Narrated Ibn Omar; ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah #
saying: “Both the seller and the buyer have the free choice
either to terminate or abrogate the deal, as long as they did
not part or resolutely choose'”.” (At-Termizi)

The narrator said; ‘Whenever Ibn Omar has finalized a
deal while he is sifting on a chair, he used to stand up then so
as to indicate that he effected it.

Abu-Issa said: ‘The Hadith of Abu-Sae'ed is Hasan
Sahech, and some people of knowledge of the Prophet’s

"0 |f a seller said to a buyer: 'l have sold such and such to you,” he
has the free choice to withdraw his offer as long as the buyer has
not accepted. The same applies to the buyer.
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companions and others act on it. This is the opinion of Al-
Shafe'e, Ahmed, and Ishaq. They considered the physical
parting not the verbal one. Some others interpreted the words
&8, 21 (as long as they did not part) as referring to the
verbal parting. But, the first opinion is sounder, because Ibn
Omar who narrated the Hadith and the most knowledgeable
of its meaning used to stand up or go out, i.e. make a physical
parting.
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Chapter (5)
Al-Moragaba (Momentary Self-Accountability)
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Allah 3 said:

“(Allah & is He) Who sees you (O Muhammad) when
you stand up (alone at night for Tahajjod prayers) * And your
movements among those who fall prostrate (to Allah in the
five compulsory congregational prayers). *” (26: 218-219)
And
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“(It 1s Allah 3#) Who created the heavens and the earth in

six days and then He rose over the Throne (in a manner that

suits His Majesty). He knows what goes into the earth and
what comes forth from it, and what descends from the heaven
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and what ascends thereto. And He is with you (by His
Knowledge) wherever you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer
of what you do. *” (57: 4) And
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“Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the hearts
conceal. *” (40: 19)
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As to the Hadiths:

52. Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘“The Messenger of Allah # said
to me: “Fear Allah wherever you are. Follow an evil deed
with a good one to abolish it. And treat people kindly.™
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53. Narrated [bn Abbas: ‘One day [ was riding behind the
Messenger 3 and he said: O boy! If you ask, ask Allah. If you
seek help, seek it from Allah. And be informed that had the
whole Umma (creation) gathered together to benefit you in
anything, they will not benefit you in anything except that which
Allah had preordained for you. And if they had gathered
together to harm you in anything, they will not harm you in
anything except that which Allah has preordained for you. The pen
has been raised and the records have been folded.”” (AtTermizi ).
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54. Narrated Abu-Huraira <& “The Prophet # said: “Allah
has a sense of jealousy, and Allah's sense of jealousy 1s

provoked when a believer does something which Allah has
prohibited.” (Bulhari).
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35. Abu-Huraira said that he heard Allah's Messenger
saying: “Allah wanted to test three men from the Israelites,
the were a leper, a blind man and a bald headed man. So, he
sent them an angel who came to the leper and said: “What is
it that you like most?' He replied: "Good color and good skin,
for the people have a strong aversion to me.” The angel
touched him and his illness was cured, and he was given a
good color and beautiful skin. The angel asked him: “What
possessions do you like best?” He replied: "Camels.” So he

was given a pregnant camel, and the angel said (to him):
“May Allah bless you in it.”
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The angel then went to the baldheaded man and said: “What
is it that you like most?” He said: "I like good hair and wish
to be cured of this disease, for the people feel repulsion for
me.” The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and he
was given good hair. The angel asked (him): “What types of
possessions do you like best?” He replied: "Cows.” The angel
gave him a pregnant cow and said: “May Allah bless you in it.”

The angel went to the blind man and asked: “What is it
that you like best?” He said: "(I like) that Allah may restore
my eyesight to me so that [ may see people.” The angel
touched his eyes and Allah gave him back his eyesight. The
angel asked him: “What possessions do you like best?” He
replied: "Sheep.” The angel gave him a pregnant ewe.

Afterwards, all the three pregnant animals gave birth to
young ones, and multiplied and brought forth so many that
one of the men had a herd of camels filling a valley, one had a
herd of cows filling a valley, and one had a flock of sheep
filling a valley.

Then the angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a
leper, went to the leper and said: “I am a poor man, who has
lost all means of livelihood while on a journey. So none will
satisfy my needs except Allah and then you. In the Name of
Him Who has given you such a nice color and beautiful skin,
and so much property, I ask you to give me a camel so that
may reach my destination.” The man replied: "I have many
obligations (so I cannot give you).” The angel said: “I think I
know you. Were you not a leper to whom the people had a
strong aversion? Weren't you a poor man, and then Allah
gave you (all this property)?” He replied:""(That 1s all wrong),
[ got this property through inheritance from my fore-fathers.”
The angel said: “If you are telling a lie, then let Allah make
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you as you were before.” Then the angel, disguised in the
shape and appearance of a bald man, went to the bald man
and said to him the same as he told t he first one. The man too
answered the same as the first one had. The angel said: “If you
are telling a lie, then let Allah make you as you were before.”

The angel, disguised in the shape of a blind man, went to
the blind man and said: “I am a poor man and a traveler,
whose means of livelihood have been exhausted while on the
journey. I have nobody to help me except Allah, and after
Him, you. I ask you in the Name of Him Who gave you back
your eyesight to give me a ewe, so that with its help, [ may
complete my journey.” The man said: "It is true, I was blind
and Allah gave me back my eyesight; I was poor and Allah
made me rich; so take anything you wish from my property.
By Allah, I will not stop you taking anything (you need) from
my property that you may take for Allah's sake.” The angel
replied: “Keep your property with you. You have been tested
and Allah is pleased with you and is angry with your two
companions.” (Bukhari).
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56. Narrated Abu-Huraira: *Allah's Messenger 4 said: "It
is a part of a man's good observance of Islam is that he leaves
the things that do not concern him."” (At-Tirmizi).
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Chapter (6)
About Piety or Spirituality

[ITmam Abu-Hamed Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic
taken from ‘lhya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’.

The four Ranks of Devoutness and their Signs

As to the First Rank, this is the devoutness of the just
people. It means refraining from doing forbidden deeds that
are categorized as absolutely unlawful. A person who
commits any of these acts is called rebellious or disobedient.

The Second Rank comprises doubtful matters whose
shunning is desirable, but not obligatory. For, the acts it is
obligatory to shun are categorized as unlawful prohibitions.
As to refraining from the doubtful matters whose shunning 1s
disliked, this is the devoutness of the punctilious. An example
of this is refraining from hunting incase the game had escaped
from another hunter. This is a form of suspicion. As to the
doubtful matiers whose shunning is desirable but not
obligatory, they include what the Messenger of Allah %
referred to in his Hadith:

Narrated Hassan ibn Abu-Sinan: ‘The Messenger of Allah
4% said: “‘refrain from doing any action about which you have
doubts and do only the things you have no doubts about.” We
consider this forbiddance as a recommended prohibition.
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It 1s narrated that Ibn Sireen left four thousand Dirhams to
a partner because deep within he felf uneasy about them.
However, scholars think that there is no harm in such matters,
Thus, every affair that casts doubts in the heart of the Muslim,
is judged according to this ruling.

As to the Third Rank, this is the devoutness of the pious
people. This is confirmed by the following Hadith of the
Messenger of Allah #: “The servant does not attain the rank
of the pious until he gives up a plainly lawful affair lest he
should commit a doubtful affair.”

Omar % said: *We used to leave nine tenths of the
lawful affairs lest we should do an unlawful affair.’

When Al-Hasan was a child he ook a date from the dates
that had been given in charity, the Prophet 4 said to him:
“Leave it.! Leave 1it!™

Someone who was attending a righteous person at the time
of his death rattle said that the man asked the attendants to
turn the lantern off because the fuel had become the property
of his heirs.

Refraining from adorning oneself through fear that it
should arouse pride in oneself is categorized as leaving a
plainly lawful affair lest it should lead to a doubtful affair, as
adorning oneself is lawful. It is known that most of the
permissible affairs are liable to lead to forbidden ones. An
example of this 1s filling one’s stomach (especially that of a
bachelor) with lawful food and drink, because this stirs sexual
desire. Lust leads to thinking, thinking leads to gazing, and
gazing leads to evil behavior. Another example is looking at
the rich people’s decorated houses. This is permissible, but it
stirs in man covetousness o own the like of them. Such a
desire may lead to earning money unlawfully.
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The same applies to the permissible affairs if one does not
behave moderately act cautiously, avoiding their harms,
because this conduct 1s not risk-free.

This applies, a fortiori, to any thing done lustfully. For this
reason, the righteous predecessors disliked wearing thin
clothes. They said that he whose clothes are thin, his religion
is “thin.” They did so [i.e. avoided wearing thin clothes] out of
fear lest the permissible affair should lead to an unlawful one.

The human soul desires both the permissible and the
impermissible in the same degree. If it becomes accustomed
to [following its] lusts it becomes covetous. Thus devoulness
entails leaving all of this. Thus, a Muslim is permitted to enjoy
any lawful affair that does not comprise any actions that have
been warned against. This 1s the third type of lawful affair.

As to the Fourth Rank, it 1s the devoutness of the truthful.
The lawful to them is anything that does not comprise an act
of disobedience, leads to an act of disobedience, or something
that one is not driven to by an imminent or future purpose.
One enjoys it for Allah’s sake alone, lo sirengthen oneself to
perform acts of worship, and to have good health to be able 1o
do what pleases Allah 3.

This is the rank of the monotheists who have discarded the
desires of their own basic selves. They are the ones who do
their deeds solely for Allah’s sake. This is why As-Seddeeq
# purposefully vomited milk (that was earned unlawfully by
his slave), although he had drunken it without knowing that it
was earned unlawfully, lest it he should gain strength from it.
[t was not obligatory on As-Seddeeq < to vomit it, but
removing illegally earned food from one’s stomach is the
devoutness of the truthful.

152



Riyaadhos-Saaliheon (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

In brief, devoutness has a starting point i.e. refraining
from what is forbidden by verdicts and this is the devoutness
of the just people. Its end is the devoutness of the truthful i.e.
reframing from whatever is not done just for the sake of Allah
2 that was taken lustfully, through disliked means, or what
was related to a disliked affair. There are in-between degrees.
The more sternly one reckons his soul, the lighter his load
will be on the Day of Judgment, the more quickly his passing
on as-Sirat will be, and the more probable that the pan of his
good deeds will outweigh the one with his evil deeds.

The degrees in the Hereafter will differ proportionally to
the degrees of devoutness, as the degrees in Hellfire will
differ proportionally to the degrees of unlawful deeds that one
committed.

Knowing the reality about this, you have the choice. You
have to be on guard as much as you possibly can, to be on the
safest side. And peace be upon you.’

Well, is time now to see what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled
on this subject.]
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Allah % said:

“0 you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as
He should be feared. (Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and
remember Him always), and die not except in a state of Islam,
¥ (3:102) And
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“So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you
can. Listen and obey, and spend in charity, for this is better
for yourselves. And whosoever is saved from his own
covetousness then they are the successful ones. *” (64: 16)
And
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“0 you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear
Him, and (always) speak the truth. ¥ (33: 70) And
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“Then when they (the wives you have irrevocably
divorced) are about to attain their appointed term, either take
them back in a good manner or part with them in a good
manner. And take as witness two just persons from among
you (Muslims) and establish the testimony for A Allah. That
will be an admonition given to him who believes in Allah and
the Last Day. And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty
to Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from every
difficulty), * And He will provide him from (sources) that he
could never imagine. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah,
then Allah will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his
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purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things. *”
(65: 2-3) And
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“0O you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah, He will
grant you a criterion (to judge between right and wrong), or a
way for you to get out from every difficulty), and will expiate

for you your sins, and forgive yvou. And Allah is the Owner of
the Great Bounty. *7 (8: 29)

The verses ordering the believers to cling onto and adhere
lo piety are too many to count. As to the Hadiths:
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57. Narrated Abu-Huraira < ‘The people said: “O
Allah's Messenger! Who is the most honorable amongst the
people (with Allah)?” He said: “The most righteous amongst
them.” They said: “"We do not ask you about this.” He said:
“Then, Joseph, Allah's Prophet &, the son of Allah's Prophet
%8, the son of Allah's Khaleel (Abraham)).” They said: “We
do not want to ask about this.”: He said: “Then, you want to
ask about the descent of the Arabs? Those who were the best
in the pre-Islamic period of ignorance will be the best in
Islam, provided they comprehend the religious knowledge.”
{Bukhari)
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58. Narrated Abu-Musa #: ‘We were a group of Al-
Asha'ari people who went to the Pmphet % and asked him to
give us something to ride on, but the Prophet # declined to do
s0. Then we asked him for a second time to give us something
to ride on, but the Prophet 4 took an oath that he would not
give us anything to ride on. After a while, some camels from
the spoils of war were brought to the Prophet % and he
ordered that five camels be given to us. When we took those
camels, we said: “We have made the Prophet % forget his
oath, so we can never be successful after this.” So I went to
the Prophet # and said: “O Allah's Messenger! You took an
oath that you would not give us anything to ride, but you have
given us these.” The Prophet # said: “Yes, for if I take an
oath and later I see a better solution, then I act on the latter
(and give the expiation for the oath).”” In another quotation 1t
is said that the Prophet # expiated that oath. (Bukhart).
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59. Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘I heard the Messenger of
Allah 3 delivering the Khutba in Hajjatol Wada'a (the
Farewell Pilgrimage). He said: “Fear Allah your Lord.
Perform your five (obligatory) prayers, fast in the month of
Ramadhan, pay zakat due on your properties, and obey Allah
who is responsible for your affairs, and you will enter His
Paradise.” (At-Termizi ). The narrator asked Abu-Omama:
‘How old were you when you heard this statement?’ He said:
‘1 was thirty years old.”
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Chapter ( 7))
About Certitude and Reliance

[Tmam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this
topic. Below 1s a quotation from what he said on this topic
taken from ‘Thya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’.

Al-Tawakkol (putting one’s trust in Allah #5) consists of
knowledge, adoption, and practice. Knowledge is its source
and practice is its fruit. The scholars differ over its definition.
Each one of them summarized his experience concerning it,
so it is better not to quote what they have said, but let us
explain the subject.

Al-Tawakkol (putting one’s trust in Allah ) is derived
from a proxy. When someone authorizes another to work on his
behalf, this is called Tawkeel. At-Tawakkol is putting one’s
trust in «%Sshthe authorized one, in whom one has no fear that
he has any disabilities or flaws, so he puts his trust in him.

Let us coin a similitude of onc authorized to resolve a
dispute. If one is falsely accused of having committed an acl
and authorized another person to confute that accusation, the
authorizer should have complete conviction that the
authorized person meets the following four conditions: he has
extreme guidance, exireme power, extreme eloquence, and
extreme tenderness.

' Certitude and reliance mean that the believer should have an
unshakable conviction that no one except Allah 2 sustains all that
exists and no action takes place except by His Will.
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As to extreme guidance, this is essential because it enables
the authorized one to detect any trick or loophole.

As to extreme power, this prompts him to declare the truth
publicly without shyness, cowardice, or fear. For, he may
uncover a fault but shyness, cowardice, or fear prevent him
from declaring it.

As to extreme eloquence, this enables him to translate
what the heart has inferred and deduced without any shyness,
cowardice, or fear. For not every one is able to declare the
dilemma of fraud.

As to extreme tenderness, this enables him to exert the due
effort in this concern. For, more ability does not mean more
effort if one does not care about the subject. If the authorizer
doubts the presence of these four conditions or just one of
them, he will not feel calm or tranquil about the authorized
ong, rather he will remain restless and disheartened searching
for any means to compensate for the authorized one’s deficit
to overcome his accuser’s argument. Confidence in the
abilities of the authorized one proportionally matches the
authorizer’s conviction about him,

The conviction and thoughts of people vary limitlessly.
Hence, there is no wonder that confidence varies between
weakness and strength until it reaches the highest degree as in
the case of a son and his father as the authorizer and the
authonzed one respectively. In this case one quality becomes
unguestioned and the same applies to other three conditions.

If you followed that similitude, apply the analogy to
putting one’s trust in Allah . If you had utter conviction in
Allah’s Omnipotence, Omniscience, perfect tenderness, and
that there is no one more Merciful than Him, your heart will
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put its complete trust in Him. It will forsake any idea of your
own power, knowledge, or ability.

If you do not find that state in your heart, this can be
attributed to two matters: weakness of conviction over one of
these four elements or weakness of the heart due to erroneous
impressions and cowardice overpowering it.

Thus, putting one’s trust in Allah 2% does not occur except
where there is of" strength of the heart and conviction
combined. These two elements combined lead to tranquility
and calmness of the heart. Thus, tranquility and conviction of
the heart are two different things. How many situations are
there where conviction exists without tranquility?

Thus, you have understood the meaning of At-Tawakkol,
now we will explain to you that Al-Tawakkol has three
degrees of weakness and strength.

The First Degree:

This degree comprises that we have mentioned, i.e. that
the authorizer has absolute confidence in Allah % like the
confidence an authorizer has in the authorized one.

The Second Degree:

This degree is stronger than the previous one. In this
degree, the authorizer has confidence in Allah &% like that of a
child in his mother. He knows none but her. He resorts to
none besides her. If he sees her, he is attached to her. If any
trouble visits him, the first thing he utters is: “Mother!” She is
his sole resort as he has put all his trust in her, in her
guardianship, and in her tenderness.

He whose trust and reliance is in Allah 2 is the similitude
of the child’s relationship with his mother. The child puts
trust in his mother. His reliance on his mother differs from the
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Tawakkol, in that the child does not understand Al-Tawakkol.
His only care is for the one upon whom he relies his mother.
There is no place in his heart for other than his mother. The
other has put his trust in Allah 2 but in the meantime he is
obsessed by things other than the relied-upon One.

Thus, he is liable to be distracted from Him. Sah! referred
to this degree when he was asked about Al-Tawakkol: ‘What
is its lowest degree?’ He said: “The giving up of vain hopes.’
It was said: *“What is its moderate degree?’ He said: ‘The giving
up choice.” This refers to the second degree. When he was asked
about its highest degree, he mentioned nothing, but he said:
‘None knows it except he that has known its moderate degree.”

The Third Degree:

The third degree is the highest one. Whenever one is
before Allah 4 he becomes like a dead body in the hands of
the person who washes it. There is no difference between
them except that the living one in our simile is convinced that
he 1s a dead body that is being moved by the Eternal Power as
one washing the dead body does. It is this person who has
realized that he is a result of Allah’s Ability, Will,
Knowledge, and other Attributes.

There is another difference in the simile of the child.
While the child resorts to his mother, attaches to her, and
walks behind her, he that puts his trust in Allah 3 knows well
that even if he does not call, he is responded to and if he does
not ask for milk, he is given it abundantly.

If you say: ‘Can this be?” We say ‘You have to be sure
that this is impossible but it occurs rarely. The second and the
third cases are rarer, and the first is the most probable. The
second and the third cases are so rare. The third case lasts for
a very short while, and resembles the yellowness of the skin
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resulting from fear. For, the heart is created to be confident
in one’s power and resources, while disdaining them is
accidental. Fear is caused due to a constriction of the blood
that causes a temporary yellowness of the complexion. This
constriction of the blood is incidental, while its infusion is
natural. The same applies to the heart and its shrinking from
reliance on one’s strength that is temporary too.

As to the second status, this is like yellowness of a person
in fever. It lasts for two or three days, while the first is like
yellowness of a serious disease that lasts for a long or a short
time. It is liable to last and liable to cease.

He that does not know or believe in the meaning of:
“None has the right to be worshipped except Allah,” and the
meaning of: “There is neither movement nor ability except
with Allah,” does not know the meaning of Al-Tawakkol.
Consequently, he is not able to practice Al-Tawakkol.’

So, now, let us ponder over what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled concerning this topic.]

Allah 4 said:
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“And when the believers saw Al-Ahzab (the
Confederates), they said: ‘This is what Allah and His
Messenger had promised us and Allah and His Messenger had

spoken the truth. And it only added to their faith and to their
submissiveness (to Allah). *” (33: 22) And
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“Those (i.e. believers) to whom the people (the
hypocrites) said: “Verily, the people (the pagans) have
mobilized against you (a great army), therefore, fear them.
But it (only) increased them in faith, and they said: ‘Allah
(Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of all
affairs.” * So, they returned with Grace and Bounty from Allah. No
harm touched them, and they followed the good Pleasure of Allah,
And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty. *” (3 173-174) And
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“And put your trust (O Muhammad!)in the Ever Living
One Who dies not, and glorify His Praises, and Sufficient is

He as the All-Knower of the sins of His servants. *” (25: 58)
And
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“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently.
And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have
broken away from about you; so pass over (their faults), and
ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them; and consult them in the
affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust

in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in
Him).” And
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“And He will provide him from (sources) he never could
imagine. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah then He will
suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose.
Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things.” And
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His Verses
(this Koran) are recited unto them, they (i.e. the Verses)

increase their Faith; and they put their trust in their Lord
(Alone). *” (8: 2)

The verses related to showing patience and its supremacy
in the Noble Koran are too many to enumerate.

As to the Hadiths:
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60. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them):
‘Allah's Messenger # said: “Nations were displayed before
me, one or two Prophets would pass by, along with few
followers. Another Prophet would pass by accompanied by
nobody. Then a big crowd of people passed in front of me and
I asked: "Who are they? Are they my followers?” It was said:
"No. It is Moses and his followers.” It was said to me: "Look
at the horizon.” Behold! There was a multitude of people
filling the horizon. Then it was said to me: "Look there and
there along the horizon!" Behold! There was a multitude
filling the horizon. It was said to me: "This is your nation, out
of whom seventy thousand shall enter Paradise without
reckoning.” Then the Prophet & entered his house without
telling his companions who they (the 70,000 people who will
enter Paradise without reckoning) were. So the people started
talking about the issue and said: "We are the ones who have
believed in Allah and followed His Messenger, those people
are either us or our children who are born during the Islamic
revelation, because we were born in the time of Ignorance.”
When the Prophet # heard what they said he came out and
said: “Those people are the ones who do not treat themselves
with Roqya, nor do they believe in bad or good omens (from
birds...etc.), and those who do not get themselves branded
(cauterized), but they put their trust (only) in their Lord. At
that Okasha ibn Mihsan said: "Am [ one of them, O Allah's
Messenger?” The Prophet # said: ““Yes.” Then another person
got up and said: "Am I one of them?* The Prophet % said:
“Okasha has preceded you in that.”” (Bukhari)
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61. Narrated [bn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them):
“The Prophet 42 used to pray: “I seek refuge (with You) by
Your Izza (Honor, Power, Dignity, or Glory) La ilah illa Ant,
(None has the right to be worshipped but You), Who does not
die while the jinn and the human beings die.”” (Bukhari)
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62. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them):
“"Allah (Alone) is sufficient for us, and He 1s the Best
Disposer of all affairs,” was said by Abraham =2 when he
was thrown into fire, and it was said by Muhammad # when
they (the hypocrites) said: “Verily, the people (pagans) have
mobilized against you (a great army) therefore, fear them.”
But it (only) increased them in faith and they said: “Allah
(Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of
affairs (for us).”” (Bukhari)
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63. Jaber ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them)
narrated that he fought in a Battle to Najd (the central region
of the Arabian Peninsula) along with Allah's Messenger 42
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and when Allah's Messenger # returned he too returned
along with him. The time of the afternoon sleep came to them
while they were in a valley full of thorny trees. Allah's
Messenger # dismounted and the people dispersed amongst
the thorny trees, seeking the shade. Allah's Messenger 4 took
shelter under a Samoura (pine) tree and hung his sword on it.
We had only slept for a while when Allah's Messenger #
suddenly called us, and we went to him finding a nomad
sitting with him. Allah's Messenger # said: “This (nomad)
took my sword out of its sheath while I was asleep. When I
woke up, the naked sword was in his hand and he said to me:
'Who can save you from me? 1 replied: "Allah.” And I
repeated this thrice, and now, here he is sitting.” Allah's
Messenger 4 did not punish him (for that).” (Bukhari)
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64. Narrated Omar ibn Al-Khattab: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “If you relied on Allah as you should, you
would be provided for i the same way as the birds are

provided for. They leave early in the morning hungry and
return filled before sunset®.”

2 This Hadith tells us that Allah & is the Sustainer of all creatures.

It guides us to adopt the material means to attain our aims in the

same way as the birds exert their efforts to earn their food, we are
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65. Narrated Abu-Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him):
‘I said to the Prophet #& while I was in the Cave: "If anyone of
them looked around under his feet, he would see us.” The

Prophet # said: "O Abu-Bakr ! What do you think of two
(persons) the third of whom is Allah?" (Bukhari)
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Chapter (8)
About Uprightness
Allah 3% said:
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“So stand (ask Allah to make) you (Muhammad #) (firm
and straight on the religion of Islamic Monotheism) as you
are commanded and those (your companions) who turn in
repentance (unto Allah) with you, and transgress not (Allah's
Legal Limits). Verily, He is the All-Seer of what you do. *”
(11: 112) And

required to exert our efforts to earn our living. A proverb says:
"Allah #& has pledged to provide the bird with its sustenance, but
He did not make it in its nest.”" Thus, exerting personal effort does
not contradict reliance on Allah 2.
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“Verily, those who say:; “Our Lord is Allah (Alone), and
then they adhered to uprightness, on them the angels will
descend (at the time of their death) (saying): “Fear not, nor
grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise that you have
been promised! * We have been your friends in the life of
this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall
have (all) that your inner selves desire, and therein you shall
have (all) that you ask for. * (this is) mercy from (Allah), the
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. #*” (41: 30-32) And
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“Verily, those who say: ‘Our Lord is (only) Allah,” and
thereafter they adhered to uprightness (i.e. stood firm and
straight on the Islamic Faith of Monotheism by abstaining
from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has
forbidden and by performing all kinds of good deeds which He
has ordained), on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. *
Such shall be the dwellers of Paradise, abiding therein (forever)
a reward for what they used to do. *” (46: 1314)
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66. Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her): “The
Prophet 4 said: "Do good deeds properly, sincerely, and
moderately, and receive good news, because one's good deeds
alone will not make him enter Paradise." They asked: "Even
you Allah's Messenger”! He said; "Even myself, unless Allah
2 would grant me His Pardon and His Mercy."” (Bukhari)
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Chapter (9)

Reflecting the Perfect Creatures of Allah & and
Disciplining the Soul

[ITmam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic
taken from ‘lhya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’.

Kindly be informed that all that exists besides Allah & is
the creation and work of Allah #&. Even each atom contains
countless numbers of wonders showing Allah’s Wisdom,
Ability, Majesty, and Greatness. Enumerating these 1s
impossible for, had the oceans been the ink for Allah’s
Words, it would have been exhausted even if there were other
oceans to replenish it.

The Noble Koran orders contemplation of the creation as
signs of Allah’s Wisdom, Ability, Majesty, and Greatness.
Allah % says:
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“Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and
the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for
men of understanding. ** (3: 190)

The words “among His Signs is...” are often repeated in
the Noble Koran, so let us consider some of these signs.

Among His signs is the creation of man from a drop of
coagulated blood. The closest thing to you is your soul. There
are countless signs in your creation and one’s life could pass
without you being able to count even one tenth of them. You
who are heedless and ignorant of yourself, how would you be
heedful of others. Allah & has ordered you to ponder over
your soul. He & says:

(1 ) € oymas Sl il 3y D
“...as also in your own selv:s, will you nct then see? *7
(51:21)

He reminds you of your origin, i.e. that is was water of no
value, by His statement:
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“Woe to man! What has made him reject Allah? * From
what has He created him? * From a drop of sperm He created
him, then He proportioned him * Then He made the path
smooth for him * Then He caused him to die, and be buned *
Then, when it is His Will, He will raise him up (again). *”
(80: 17-22) And
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“Among His Signs is that He has created you from dust, and
then behold you are men scattered (far and wide)! *” (30: 20)
And
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“Was he not a drop of sperm emitted (in lowly form)? *
Then he became a clinging clot. Then Allah created and
fashioned (him) in due proportion. *” (75: 37-38) And
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“Have We not created you from a fluid (held) despicable?
* Then We placed it in a place of rest, firmly fixed * For a
period (of gestation), determined (according to need)? *” (77;
20-22) And
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“Has not man seen that it is We Who created him from
sperm? Yet behold! He (stands forth) as an open adversary!
*7(36: 77) And
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“Verily, We have created man from a drop of mingled
sperm...” (76: 2)

Then Allah &% mentions that the clot is changed into
a clinging object, then into a morsel of flesh. He & says:
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“We have created man from a quintessence (of clay) *
Then We have placed him as (a drop of) sperm in a place of
rest, firmly fixed * Then We have made the sperm into a clot
of congealed blood; then of that clot We have made a (fetus)
lump; then We have made out of that lump bones and clothed
the bones with flesh; then We have developed out of it
another creature. So blessed is Allah, the Best to create. *”
(23: 12-14)

The intention for repeating the word annotfah “a drop of
congealed blood” in the Mighty Book is not only for
recitation. The reader and the listener should ponder over it.
So ponder over that clot created from a drop of water of no
value, If this fluid is left for a very short time outside the
womb, it spoils and goes bad. See how the Lord of lords
mixed the two liquids, how He gathered together the male and
the female and cast love and passion between them, and then
see how He drove them through love and lust to sexual
intercourse, and then how the male’s semen is ejaculated and
how the spawn comes out within veins. Then see how the
fetus is fed in the womb until it grows and how He changes
the white clot into a red clinging object. Then consider how
that morsel of flesh i1s transferred into bones, tissue, veins,
and flesh and how the inner organs, like the heart, the
stomach, the liver, the spleen, the lungs, the womb, the
urethra, and the intestines are created and function. Each
organ has its specific shape, size, and function.

Then, ponder over each organ separately. Look, for
example at the eye, how is it created in various layers, each
layer of a certain shape and thickness. If one layer of it is lost,
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one loses his sight. In brief, had we studied one half of every
organ, it would have taken us a very long time.

Ponder over the bones, these solid substances that form
the skeletal system, how are they created with a thin jelly-like
substance, and how they have different shapes and statures;
some are hollow, some are circular, some are wide, and some
are delicate.

As man needs to move in various directions, Allah & did
not create him as one solid mass, He made the joints and
knuckles so that man could move easily and without effort.
Each joint and knuckle has its own shape that suits its own
movement and is precisely flitted inside its cavity. But for
such joints and knuckles, man would have not been able to
move his limbs.

Then contemplate the skull, how it was created from 35
bones of various shapes and sizes in order that the heads takes
its well known shape; 14 bones for the cranium, 14 bones for
the upper jaw, 14 for the lower jaw, and the rest form the
tecth. The teeth also have their own different shapes and
forms; some are wide to grind the food and some are sharp to
cut 1t, these are the front teeth, the molars, and the incisors.

Another organ that should be pondered over is the neck
that connects the head to the body; and how this is created
lrom seven bones fitted precisely to meet the various
functions of man needs. There are 248 bhones, apart from the
small bones in man’s body, so contemplate how these bones
were created [rom that jelly-like substance.

In brief, the whole body is a wonder and a sign of the
creativity and wisdom of the Creator.

We did not intend to inform you of the number the bones
by mentioning this, this is a known thing to the physicians
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and anatomists, we only intended to attract your attention to
their Creator, and how He created them in the most accurate
form to enable man to perform any function. It is a perfect
creation with no excess or deficiency. Had there been an
increased or decreased number, man would have faced great
pain. The physician examines them to seek remedies, while
people of insight ponder over them to deepen their belief.
How great is the difference between these two inclinations.

Then see how Allah # created the muscles to transmit
movement to the bones. Man has 529 muscles of various
shapes and sizes to suit their functions. There are 24 muscles
to control the pupil of the eye and the eyelids. Had they
increased or decreased man would have not have been able to
see. Bach organ has its own muscles of definite number and
definite size. The muscles, veins, and arteries with their
various shapes and sizes are more wonderful than this, and
the wonders that are not perceived by the senses even are
more wonderful.

So, ponder over the external and the internal aspects of
man. Ponder over the human body and its characteristics to
see its countless wonders. All this has been created from that
egjaculated drop of liquid of no value. Such wonders are the
outcome of a drop of liquid of no value. What about the
kingdom of the heavens with their planets, and stars, their
numbers, sizes, orbits, etc.? And do not think that an atom in
this kingdom is void of its wisdom. No, it 15 also perfectly
created and has its own countless numbers of wonders as
there is no comparison between anything on earth and the
kingdom of heavens. For this reason Allah 4% says:
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“What! Are you more difficult to create or the heaven
(above)? (Allah) has constructed it * He has lifted its canopy
high, and He has given it order and perfection. * He has
endowed its night with darkness, and He has brought out its
glow. *” (79: 27-29)

If we return to the clot and its origin and consider how it
was changed, then ponder over the fact that had the jinn and
humans gathered together to give it hearing, sight, reason, a
soul, a heart, etc. or to create in it a muscle, bone, skin, hair,
etc., they would have not been able to do so.

Moreover had they gathered together to understand the
nature of these organs, even after creating them, they would
have not been able to comprehend them. One wonders about
man’s shallow thinking. If he saw a portrait of a man that
seemed 1dentical to the man, he wonders at the portrait painter
and praises his experience, ability, and wisdom despite the fact
that the painter had used only pens, dyes, colors, and his hand,
knowledge, and will. He did not produce the tools, they were
made or created by a person other than him or by the Creator.
His only action was to use the tools made by other than him.

But when he sees that a drop of a no-value liquid that was
issued from between the loins and breasts-bones has been
formed into the best shape and in the best proportion, he is
detracted from it.

Allah 2= is the One Who has proportioned its organs and
parts. He has distributed the bones in the perfect manner. He
beautified it internally and externally, creating its veins and
its muscles to be tubes for its food and drink to guarantee
their sustenance.

He is the One Who has endowed it with hearing, and
sight, and the other senses. He made the back a foundation for
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the body, the belly as a container for its small and large
intestines, and the head as a container for its senses.

He endowed it with eyes, with its various layers and parts
in beautiful colors, and protected it with eyelids and lashes,
for man to see with, The pupil of the eye, which is the size of
a lentil, can see the heavens that are so incredibly spacious.

He has endowed it with hearing (ear) with a bitter liquid to
keep its hearing and to prevent the insects from reaching it.
He has provided it with a cochlea, helix, an anvil, a hammer,
etc. to enable it to perform its function in the best and most
accurate manner.

The inner organs were also created to perform their own
specific functions. He % provided the body with a stomach,
liver, gallbladder, and kidneys, each organ with its specific
function.

The hands were created to the most suitable length to
enable them to perform their functions perfectly. He &
provided them with wide palms and fingers, each finger with
three joints. The thumb was separated from the other four
fingers, which are all of various lengths, so that the thumb can
touch them. Had the first and the last people gathered to find
another way to arrange the fingers, they would have not have
been able to. With this arrangement, the hand became suited
to give and to take and if man stretches his hand out, it
becomes as a plate. He & has created the nails to beautify and
protect the fingers, had man lost his nails, that are the most
insignificant part of the body, he would not have been able to
scratch his body. How is the hand guided to the place to be
scratched whether one is asleep or awake. If he were to ask
the help of another person to scratch him, the latter could not
find the right place to scratch, except with effort.
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All this has been created from that clot inside the womb in
the three layers of darkness. Had man be able to penetrate
through these layers, he would have seen the precise
planning, without seeing the One Who plans or seeing the
way He has created this creation. So, Glory be to Him How
Great He 1s and how plain is His Evidence.

Besides His perfect Ability, ponder over His perfect
Mercy. When the womb becomes narrow for the fetus, Allah
2 guides it to move and come out the womb, as any sane
person would do. Then, look how the baby was guded to
suck at the breast and have milk that suits his digestive
system so perfectly. Then, look how the delicious milk comes
out from between the blood veins and how the breasts were
created to store the milk, with nipples suitable for the baby.

Then, ponder over the ducts from which the appropriate
quantity of milk is sucked gradually by the baby, and then
contemplate how the baby was guided to suck milk in greater
quantities when it gets more hungry.

Then, ponder over His kindness and mercy how the teeth
are created after the two years when the baby is breast-fed.
When the baby gets older he needs more solid food that
requires grinding and digesting, hence the teeth are created.
Glory be to Him. How He created these solid teeth from those
soft gums.

Ponder earnestly over the love of the parents who care for
the child when he was unable to support himself. Had not
Allah & cast this love in the parents’ hearts, the baby would
not have been able to support himself.

You also have to consider how Allah & provided that
helpless creature with discretion, the ability to behave well,
and guidance. How he passes through the various stages of
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childhood, boyhood, manhood, and old age. And we should
ponder over his character, whether he is grateful or
ungrateful, obedient or disobedient, a believer or an
unbeliever, as the Noble Koran states:
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"There had passed a period of time when man was a thing
of no mention. * Verily, We have created man from a drop of
mingled sperm, in order to try him, so We gave him (the
gifls), of Hearing and Sight. * We showed him the way,
whether he be grateful or ungrateful (rests on his will), *”
(76: 1-3)

So, then ponder over His Benevolence, His Ability, His
Wisdom, and His Generosity so that His Majesty overwhelms you.

If one considers all this, he then wonders at him who,
when he sees a perfectly painted portrait he praises its painter
effusively, wondering at the way he painted it; and then he
becomes heedless considering the countless wonders that
Allah & has created within him.

This is a mere glimpse at some of the wonders lying in
vour own body; they are too numerous to count. But it is the
most evident proof of your Creator’s Greatness, yet you are
heedless of it. You know nothing about yourself, except that
when you get hungry you eat and when you are full you
sleep; when you are sexually exited, you have sexual
intercourse; and when you get angry, you fight. Consider also
that the animals have these very same characteristics and senses .
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The only characteristic that distinguishes man is his ability
to know his Lord through contemplation of the Kingdom of
the heavens, the horizons, and oneself. Only through this
means, man can be enrolled among the drawn near angels and
gathered with the truthful and the Prophets in presence of
Allah 25, the Lord of all that exists.

Such a status is not to be given to the animals, or a man
who is pleased with the worldly life and who feels at ease
with it. In this case, he becomes worse than the animals,
because the animals are deprived of such ability.

As to man, he was endowed with this ability, but he
neglected it and rejected Allah’s favors for him. Such are
more erroneous than animals.

Below are some quotations from a book called: “The
Dictionary of How the Human Body Works,” that I see being
of great value in explaining this subject:

The Skeletal System’

The skeleton is the framework for the human anatomy,
supporting the body and protecting its internal organs. The
skeleton comprises 206 bones, about half of which are in the
hands and feet. Most of the bones are connected to other
bones by flexible joints, which lend to the framework a high
degree of flexibility. There is only one bone, the hyoid, is not
directly connected to any other bone in such an articulation. Tt
anchors the tongue and is attached to the styloid processes of the

* Imam Al-Ghazali mentioned the knowledge that was prevailing in
his time. Since such knowledge does not correspond with the
modern one after the electronic devices and instruments have
been discovered, we saw it would be more accurate to quote the
modern one as contained in (The Dictionary of How the Human
Body Works).
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skull by ligaments. The skeletons of the male and female bodies
are essentially the same, with the only noteworthy exceptions
being that the female bones are usually lighter and thinner than
the male bones, and the female pelvis is shallower and wider
than the male's. This latter difference makes childbirth easier.

The Digestive System

The digestive system is responsible for processing food,
breaking it down into usable proteins, carbohydrates, minerals,
fats, and other substances, and introducing these into the
bloodstream in order that such substance could be assimilated
by the body. The digestive or alimentary tract begins at the
mouth, where the teeth and tongue begin the breakdown of food,
aided by the saliva secreted by the salivary glands. The chewed
food, combined with the saliva, is swallowed, carrying it in
peristaltic (contractile) waves down the esophagus to the
stomach. In the stomach, the food combines with hydrochloric
acid that further assists in breaking it down. When the food is
thoroughly digested, the remaining fluid, called chyme, is
passed through the pylorus sphincter to the small intestines and
large intestines. Within the long, convoluted intestinal canals,
the nutrients are absorbed from the chyme into the
bloodstream, leaving the unusable residue.

This residue passes through the cobn (where most of the
water 1s absorbed into the bloodstream) into the rectum where
it is stored prior to excretion. This solid waste, called feces, is
compacted and upon excretion passes through the anal canal
and the anus. Along the way through the digegive tract, the
pancreas, spleen, liver, and gallbladder secrete enzymes that
aid 1n the digestive process.’

The Muscular System

The human body contains more than 650 individual
muscles anchored to the skeleton, which provide the pulling
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power so it can move around. These muscles constitute about
40% of your total body weight. The muscle's points of
attachment to bones or other muscles are designated as
origins or insertions. The point of origin is the point of
attachment to the bone to which the muscle is anchored. The
point of insertion is the point of attachment to the bone that
the muscle moves. Generally, the muscles are attached by
tough fibrous structures called tendons. These attachments
bridge one or more joints and the result of muscle contraction
is movement of these joints. The body is moved primarily by
groups of muscles, not by individual muscles. These groups
of muscles power all the body’s actions ranging from the
threading of a needle to the lifting of heavy weights.’

Now, it is the suitable time to read what Imam Al-
Nawawi compiled about this question.]
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Allah & said:

“Say (to them O Muhammad!): “I exhort you on one
(thing) only. (It is that) you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs
and singly, and reflect (within yourselves the life history of
the Prophet #). There is no madness in your companion
(Muhammad), he is only a warner to you in face of a severe
torment. *” (34: 46) And
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“WVerily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and
in the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for
men of understanding. * Those who remember Allah (always,
and in prayers) standing, sitting, and lying down on their
sides, and think deeply about the creation of the heavens and
the earth, (saying): “Our Lord! You have not created (all) this
without purpose, glory to You! (Exalted be You above all that
they associate with You as partners). Give us salvation from
the torment of the Fire™ *” (3: 190-191) And
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“Do not they look at the camels, how they are created? *
And at the heaven, how it is raised? * And at the mountains,
how they are rooted (and fixed firm)? * And at the earth, how

it is outspread? * So remind them (O Muhammad!) as you are
only one who reminds. *” *(88: 17-21) And
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“Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what
was the end of those before them? Allah destroyed them
completely, and a similar (fate waits)-the disbelievers. *”
(47: 10)
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Chapter (10)

About Competing in Doing Good Deeds

[Out of Allah’s Mercy, He has hidden from the son of
Adam some important information about life, that no one
besides Allah 2 knows. Had man known this, he would have
died through fear, terror, sadness. Allah 4 said:
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“Verily Allah, with Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the
Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows what is in the
wombs. No one knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no
one knows in which land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-
Knower, All-Aware (of things). *7 (31: 34)

Thus, man has no knowledge about the time of his death nor
does he know the time of the Hour. Death does not differentiate
between a baby, a child, a young man, or an old man. It
overshadows all and falls in conformity with Allah’s Will.

A healthy one could die while he is in good health;
a chronically ill person or a paralyzed person could live for
decades; or death could overcome a bridegroom or bride
while they are in their wedding party.

What is the meaning of this? The answer is that son of
Adam should count himself as one of the dwellers of the
graves, No one can deny that a traveling person should carry
suitable and sufficient provision for the journey with him. He
that does not carry such essential provisions is a fool. It 1s
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known that man’s life span is so short if compared with the
life in the Hereafter, thus a Muslim should carry with him
suitable and sufficient provisions for that long trip.

The provision required for the Hereafter is nol food or
drink; it is a totally different provision. It is only good deeds;
this is the only currency fit for the Hereafter. Therefore, one
should compete with others mn acquiring that provision,
knowing that he may be sunmumoned for that trip at any moment.
This entails that man should be on his guard and he should get
ready for action.

Allah 3 says:
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“Did the people of the towns then feel secure against the
coming of Our Punishment by night while they were asleep?
Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the
coming of Our Punishment in the forenoon while they were
playing? Did they then feel secure against the Plan of Allah?
None feels secure from the Plan of Allah except the ones who
are the losers.” *{7:97-99)
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The Messenger of Allah % said:

Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4t said:
“Initiate (good) deeds before seven things visit you. Do you
wait for nothing but detracting poverty; tyrannical richness;
spoiling disease; weakening senility; surprising death; Al-
Dajjal, the worst one that one waits for; or the Hour that is the
most grievous and the most bitter.” And
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Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘The Messenger of Allah # held my
shoulder and said: “Be in this world as if you were a stranger or
a traveling person and count yourself among the dwellers of the
graves.” Mujahed, one of the sub -narrators, said: "Ibn Omar
said to me: ‘If you entered in the morning, do not wait for the
evening. And if you entered in the evening, do not wait for the
morning, and take advantage of being healthy to compensate for
what you miss of good deeds when you fall ill and take an
advantage of being alive before you die. For you do not know
what would be your name tomorrow (i.e. you do not know
whether you will be alive or dead).™
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This requires that a Mushim should hurry to do good deeds. He
should consider that the people beside him are competitors with
him for any good deed.

This urges us to read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled from
the Noble Koran and the authentic Sunna on this topic,
Therefore let us consider what he compiled.]

Allah & said:
G 01 2S5 i 153,95 L il s Gl 5 By S
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“For every nation there 1s a direction towards which they
turn their faces (in their prayers). So hasten towards all that is
good. Wherever you may be, Allah will bring you together (on

the Day of Resurrection). Truly, Allah is Able to do all things.
*(2: 148) And
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“And hasten in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from
yvour Lord, and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and
the earth that was prepared for the pious. *” (3: 133)
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As to the Hadiths:

67. Narrated Ogba «: ‘I offered Al-asr Prayer behind the
Prophet # in Madina. When he had finished the prayer
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reciting At-Tasleem, he got up hurriedly and went out,
crossing the rows of the people to one of the dwellings of his
wives. The people were scared by his speed. The Prophet 4
came back and found the people surprised at his haste. He
said to them: “I remembered some gold lymg in my house
and I did not like it to divert my attention from Allah's
worship, so | have ordered it to be distributed (in charity).™
(Bukhart)
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68. Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah «: ‘On the day of battle

of Uhud, a man came to the Prophet 3 and said: “Can you tell
me where I will go if I am martyred?” The Prophet #& replied:
“In Paradise.” The man threw away some dates he was

carrying in his hand, and fought until he was martyred.’
(Bukharti)
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69. Narrated Abu-Huraira . ‘A man came to the
Prophet # and asked: "O Allah's Messenger which act of
charity is the most superior in reward?” He replied: “The
charity that you give while you are healthy, niggardly, and
afraid of poverty, and wishing to become wealthy. Do not
delay it to the time of approaching death and then say: 'Give
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so much to so and so, and so much to so and so.' (And it
already belongs to such and such (his heirs).”” (Bukhari)

UG A Be O L3 Lo ) LS5 e il 1 Gl o -
oy N i Ty 3, 9 s S o Y 36 050
(g ad o)y L S e A

70. Narrated (Al-Zobayr ibn Uday): “We went to Anas ibn
Malek and complained about the oppression that the people
were suffering at the hand of Al-Hajjaj. Anas ibn Malek
said: "Be patient until you meet your Lord, for no time will
come upon you but that the time following it will be worse
than it. I heard that from your Prophet 4.
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71. Sahl ibn Sa'ad <4 Narrated that he heard the Prophet #
on the day (of the battle) of Khaybar saying: “T will give the
flag to a person at whose hands Allah will grant victory.” So,
the companions of the Prophet # got up, wishing eagerly to
see to whom the flag will be given, and each one of them
wished to be given the flag. But the Prophet % asked for Ali
. Someone informed him that he was suffering from eye
trouble. So, he ordered them to bring Ali to him. Then the
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Prophet 4 spat in his eyes and his eyes were immediately
cured as if he had never had any eye trouble. Ali said: "We
will fight against them until they become like us (Muslims).”
The Prophet # said: “Be patient, until you face them and
invite them to Islam and inform them of what Allah has
enjoined upon them. By Allah! If a single person reverted to
Islam at your hands (i.e. through you), that will be better for
you than the red camels.”™ (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 11)
About Al-Mujahada (Struggling against the Soul)

[Tmam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this
lopic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic
taken from ‘lhya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’.

This rank entails that if one has taken his soul to account
and has found it has committed a wrong, he should punish it
retroactively.

If he found that it had slackened in doing the
recommended deeds, he should punish it by burdening it in
order to compensate for what it has missed, this is the way
that the people of understanding used to behave.

Omar ibn Al-Khattab punished his soul by making an
endowment of a garden worth two hundred thousand Dirhams
when he missed a congregational Afternoon Prayer. When
[bn Omar missed a congregational prayer , he used to stand
the whole night in prayer; when he delayed the Sunset Prayer
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until two stars had risen, he freed two slaves. This was their
way to discipline their soul to gain salvation.

If you say: ‘If my soul does not obey me in what I want to
oblige it to do, what should I do?" I advise you that you
should emulate the way of the struggling people. Another
means of assistance in this regard is by accompanying those
who spare no effort is performing the acts of worship.

One scholar said: “When 1 slacken in my worship, I used
to look at Muhammad ibn Wase'e performing the acts of
worship. Having done this, [ would emulate him for a week.’

Abu Al-Darda’a said; ‘But for three things, I would not
like life for even a day. Feeling thirsty at noon times for
Allah’s sake, prostrating in the depth of the night for Allah’s
sake, and sitting with the people who are as keen to speak
good as the people are keen to sort out the fine dates.’

The daughter of Al-Rabe'e ibn Khaytham said to him:
‘Father! Why do I see you not sleeping while the people
sleep?’ He said: “Your father fears that he would be taken by
surprise.” When his mother saw him in a state of weeping and
crying, she said to him: ‘O son! It looks as if you have killed
a man!” He said: “Yes.” She said: ‘Tell us who is it that we
would ask his relatives’ pardon. By Allah, had they seen you
in this state, they would have pardoned you.” He said to her:
‘It 1s myself, mother!”

A man said: ‘I came to Ibraheem ibn Adham as he
completed the Evening Prayer, so I watched him. He wrapped
himself in a cleak and slept and he did not move until the
dawn. The caller to prayer delivered azan and Ibraheem did
not perform ablution. [ felt doubt in the heart and said to him:
‘May Allah shower of His mercy on you. You have slept the
night reclining then you stand for the prayer without
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performing the ablution!” He said: ‘I have passed the night
wandering in Paradise’s valleys and in the Fire’s. Do you
think that such a person can sleep?’

A man from the contemporaries of Ali  ibn Abu-Talib
said: ‘I performed the Dawn Prayer behind Ali . When he
completed the prayer, he turned to his right side with gloom
covering his face. He stayed until sunrise, turned down his
hand and said: ‘By Allah, I have seen the companions of
Muhammad #. I have never seen the like of them. They used
to spend the night standing and prostrating, reciting the Noble
Book, and come in the morning yellow-faced and unkempt.
They would weep profusely until their clothes became
moistened. They would wave like the trees on a windy day,
yet they would feel that they could not fulfill their obligation.’

This shows us the way that the righteous predecessors
used to cling to in disciplining their souls. So, whenever your
soul rebels against you and refuses to do righteous deeds
punctually, remember the biographies of such people, because
they do not exist any more.

If you are able to observe the like, it would be better and
more effective. If you can not do this, try to listen to their
stories. Then choose to be one of them or to emulate them,
because they were the wise ones and the people with insight
of the religion. Leave aside emulation of the ignorant ones
from among your contemporaries. Do not let vour soul
emulate the foolish and unwise people.

The stories of the struggling people are too difficult to
enumerate. If you need more information, read the book
titled™ “Hilyatol Awliya’a™ that contains the biographies of
the companions and those who followed them. In this way,
you will come to undersiand how far you are from the ranks
of the religious people.
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If your soul suggests to you to emulate vyour
contemporaries saying: ‘Those people have attained such
ranks, because there were many people helping them in their
good aims. But, if you behave differently from them now, your
contemporaries will accuse you of madness and mock you. So,
behave as they behave, for a misfortune that 1s mflicted on all 1s
an acceptable one.” Beware lest you would be deluded by s uch
temptations. Refute this allegation saying: ‘If you see a mighty
flood that 1s about to strike a village and its inhabitants remain
standing in their places not knowing of the grave end they are
about to face, while you are able to escape in a ship; do you
then feel that the overwhelming disaster tastes good? Or
would you disapprove and condemn their behavior, and be
cautious of it?

So, if you {one’s soul) should escape from this flood
whose toriure lasts for a very short time, why do you not
escape from the eternal torture in the Hereafter? And how can
a impending disaster taste good if each one will be called into
account individually? You should remind it that the cause of
the destruction of the disbelievers was their emulation of their
contemporaries. Allah 3 says:
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“Just in the same way, whenever We sent a Warner before
you to any people, the haughty ones among them said: ‘We

found our fathers following a certain religion, and we will
certainly follow in their footsteps.” *" (43: 23)

Consequently, if you start blaming your soul and compel
it to be committed to diligent work and it refuses, do not
abandon the effort as it might cease it from committing
tyranny.’
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Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled
regarding this subject.]
Allah 3% said:
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“And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the
certainty (death). *"(15: 99). And
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“And remember the Name of your Lord and devote
yourself to Him with complete devotion. * (73:8)
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“So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom
(or a small ant) shall see it. *” (99: 7)
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“Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand (to pray) a
little less than two thirds of the night, half of the night, or a
third of the night, along a party of those with you, and Allah
measures the night and the day. He knows that you are unable

to pray the whole night, so He has turned to you (in mercy).
So, recite you of the Koran as much as may be easy for you.
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He knows that there will be some among you who are sick,
others traveling through the land seeking of Allah's Bounty,
and yet others fighting in Allah's Cause. So recite as much of
the Koran as may be easy (for you), perform the prayer, give
zakat, lend to Allah a goodly loan, and whatever good you
send before you for yourselves, (the optional acts of worship)
you will certainly find it with Allah a better and greater
reward. And seek the Forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is
Of1- mewngﬁ, Most Merciful.” (73: 20) And
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“(Charity is to be given to) the poor, who, in Allah's
Cause are restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in
the land (for trade or work). The one who knows them not,
thinks that they are rich because of their modesty. You may
know them by their mark, they do not beg of people at all.
And whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well.
*7(2:273)
The verses related to this chapter are numerous and well

known. As to the Hadiths, they are numerous. Below are
examples of them, 50 let us go thmug:,h them.
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72. Narrated Abu-Huraira < ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said:
“Allah said: °1 will declare war against him who shows
hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most beloved
things with which My slave draws nearer to Me, is through
what [ have enjoined upon him. And My slave keeps on
drawing nearer to Me through performing nawafil (praying or
doing optional extra deeds besides what is obligatory) until 1
love him. When I love him I become the sense of hearing
with which he hears, the sense of sight with which he sees,
the hand with which he grips, and the leg on which he walks.
And if he asks Me, | will give him, and if he asks My
Protection (Refuge), I will protect him; (i.e., give him My
Refuge) and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to
take the soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to
dliappnmt hlm e {Bukharl)
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73. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Prophet # said:
"Allah 2% says: "I am just as My slave thinks of Me. I am, (i.e.
I am able to do for him what he thinks, [ can do for him) and I
am with him if he remembers Me. If he remembers Me in
himself, I too remember him in Myself; and if he remembers
Me in a group of people, | remember him in a group that is
better than them; and if he comes one span nearer to Me, I go
one cubit nearer to him; and if he comes one cubit nearer to me,

[ go a distance of two outstretched arms nearer to him; and if he
comes to Me walking, I go to him runnin g.”” (Bukhari)
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74. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them):
*Allah's Messenger % said: “There are two blessings which
many people do not estimate. (They are) health and free time
for doing good.”” (Bukhari)
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75. Narrated Al-Mogheera #: ‘The Prophet # used to
stand (in the prayer) or pray until his feet (or legs) swelled.
He was asked about this and he said: "Should I not be a
thankful servant."” (Bukhari)
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76. Narrated Abu-Huraira <: ‘Allah's Messenger % said:
"The strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than the
weak believer, and all of them have goodness. Be keen on
what benefits you and seck help in Allah, and do not give up.
If anything afflicts you do not say: "If 1 had done such and
such thing, such and such would have happened,” but say:
“Allah decrees, and what Allah wills comes to pass.” For, (the
utterance) “If [ had done such and such,’ provides an opening
for Satan to creep stealthily.” (Muslim)
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77. Narrated Abu-Huraira  «: ° Allah's Messenger &
said: “Hellfire 1s surrounded by all kinds of desires and
passions, while Paradise is surrounded by all kinds of disliked
undesirable things.” (Bukhan)
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78. Narrated Anas ibn Malek <& "Allah's Messengerss
said: "When carried to his grave, a dead person is followed by
three things, two of which return (after his burial) and one
remains with him. His relatives, his property, and his deeds
follow him. His relatives and property return back while his
deeds remain with him."” (Bukhari)
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79. Narrated Abdullah «%: ‘The Prophet 4 said: “Paradise
is nearer to anyone ol you than the leather strip of his shoe,
and so is the (Hell) Fire.™ (Bukhari)
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80. Narrated Rabee'a ibn Ka'ab Al-Aslami 4s: ‘The
Prophet 4= said to me: "Ask me." I said: "'l ask your company
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in Paradise.” He replied: "Anything else?" | said: "That 1s
all.” He said: "Then help me to achieve this for you by
devmmg vourself often to prostration.” (Muslim)
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81. Narrated Anas ibn Malek &: ‘My paternal uncle Anas
ibn Al-Nadhr « was absent from the battle of Badr. He said: "O
Allah's Messenger! | was absent from the first battle you fought
against the polytheists. (By Allah) if Allah gives me a chance to
fight them, no doubt, Allah will see how (bravely) I would
fight.” On the day of Uhud when the Muslims turned their backs
and fled, he (the Prophet %) said: "O Allah! I apologize to You
for what these (i.e. his companions) have done, and I denounce

what these (i.e. the polytheists) have done.” Then he advanced
and Sa'ad ibn Mo'az met him. He said: “O Sa'ad ibn Mo'az! By
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the Lord of Al-Nadhr, Paradise! I smell its aroma coming from
before (the mountain of) Uhud.” Later on Sa'ad said: “O Allah's
Messenger! | cannot achieve or do what he (i.e. Anas ibn Al-
Nadhr) did. We found more than eighty wounds from swords
and arrows in his body. We found him dead and his body was
mutilated so badly that none except his sister could recognize
him by his fingers. We used to think that the following Verse
was revealed concerning him and other men of his sort:

“Among the believers are men who haw been true to their
covenant with Allah (i.e. they have gone out for Jihad (fighting for
Allah’s sake), (and they did not turn on their heels) of them are
some who have fulfilled their obligations. Some of them have been
martyred and some others are still waiting, but they have never
changed (1.e. they never proved treacherous to their covenant
which they concluded with Allah) in the least.  ™(33: 23)

And he (Anas) said: "His sister, AFRubayyi broke the
incisor of a woman and Allah's Messenger# ordered
retaliation. At that Anas (ibn Al-Nadhr) said: “O Allah's
Messenger! By Him Who has sent you with the Truth, my
sister's tooth shall not be broken.” Then the opponents of
Anas' sister accepted the compensation and gave up the claim
of retaliation. So Allah's Messenger % said: “There are some
people amongst Allah's slaves whose oaths are fulfilled by
Allah when they take them.” (Bukhari)

Qe Jf alad Juad US 4 i.:iuuﬁu dmjm,_g Gaaa —AY
u.:qu.nmt_,_i UJﬂLA1[_5ué"m il oy plia iy
LH;MUJ)QLLHJH %‘;\l_}ﬂ;b_}?i}'}lﬂdﬂ.&lhjdmmm
f‘ﬁ—""L.Iﬁ.Ph‘-"ﬂ PYRVES ‘ﬂ s ¥ u,nlu u‘-"-mi*fu—wﬂl

(vina)y € %igimﬁfjwmly

200



Riyadhos-5aliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

82. Narrated Abu-Mas'oud «4: “When we were ordered to
give in charity, we used to start to work as porters (to earn
something we could give in charity). Abu-Oqayl came with
one half of a sa'a (a special measure for food grain) and
another person brought more than he did. So they (the
hypocrites) said: "Allah &5 is not in need of the charity of this
(i.e. Ogayl); and the other person did not give charity but to
show off.” Then, Allah & revealed:

“Those who defame such of the believers who give charity
(for Allah's Cause) voluntarily, and such who could not find
to give charity (for Allah's Cause) except what is available to
them, and they mock at them (believers), Allah will throw
back their mockery to them, and they shall have a painful
torment .*” (9: 79)” (Bukhari)
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83. The Messenger of Allah # said: “Allah said: “O My
servants! [ did forbid injustice to Myself, and made it
forbidden among you, so, do not do wrong to one another. O
My servants! All of you are misguided except whom I guide,
so ask Me guidance that I would guide you. O My servants!
All of you are hungry except whom I fed, so ask Me to feed
you that I would feed you. O My servants! All of you are
naked except whom I clothed, so ask Me to clothe you, that I
would clothe you. O My servants! You have sinned by night
and day and I forgive all sins, so ask Me to forgive your sins
that I would forgive you. O My servants! You shall never
reach harming Me and you will never harm Me and you shall
never reach benefiting Me and you will never benefit Me. O
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans
of you and the jinn of you, were having the most pious heart
of one of you, this shall never increase aught in My Kingdom.
O My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans
of you and the jinn of you, were having the most evil heart of
one of you, this shall never decrease aught in My Kingdom. O
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans of
you and the jinn of you, were to gather on one plain and each
one asked Me his request and [ gave each one of you what he
has asked, this does not decrease My Kingdom except what the
needle takes if it was inserted in the sea.” (Muslim)
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Chapter ( 12)
Doing Good Deeds Increasingly in Old Age

[As previously stated man’s span of life is too short. He
passes through childhood, youth, manhood, old age, and
senility. Days, months, and years slip away like a lavish
wealthy man who spends his fortune gradually and then,
awakes too late to find that his wealth came to an end.
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“It is He, Who has created you (Adam) from dust, then
from a notfa (mixed semen drops of male and female sexual
discharge) then from a clot (a piece of coagulated blood), then
brings you forth as an infant, then (makes you grow} to reach
the age of full strength, and afterwards to be old (men and
women) though some among you die before and you reach an
appointed term in order that you may understand. *7 (40™: 67)

It is well known that the extravagant wealthy man spends
lavishly as long as he possesses much money, but when he
runs short of money, he starts counting it and keeping what
remains with him. Similarly does man as repards his
appointed term of life. He should use this valuable resource
economically and according to strict rules. Every new day
must be considered as a prize given from Allah & thus, one
should benefit from it to the maximum degree.

As regards the rules of Islam the final deeds of man decide
his destination whether it be to Paradise or Hellfire, May
Allah & forbid. The Messenger of Allah # clarified this by
his Hadith that says:
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Narrated Abdullah (ibn Mas'oud) <. ‘Allah's Messenger,
the true and truly inspired # said: “(The matter of the creation
of) a human being is put together in the womb of the mother
in forty days, and then he becomes a clot of thick blood for a
similar period, and then a piece of flesh for a similar period.
Then Allah sends an angel who is ordered to write four things.
He is ordered to write down his (i.e. the new creature's) deeds,
his livelihood, his (date of) death, and whether he will be
blessed or wretched (in the Hereafter). Then the soul is breathed
into him. So, a man amongst you may do (good) deeds until
there 1s only a cubit between him and Paradise and then what
has been written for him decides his behavior and he starts
doing the (evil) deeds of the people of the (Hell) Fire®. And

* Some scholars explain this as referring to those who do good
deeds to show off, and not for the sake of Allah #, thinking that
they beguile Allah 4 and the believers, but Allah # causes them
to go astray and mocks them. Allah & says:

"And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say. "We
believe in Allah and the Last Day," while in fact they believe not. *
They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they
only deceive themselves, and they perceive (it) not. * In their
hearts is a disease (of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allah has
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they
used to tell lies. *" (2: 8-10) And
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similarly a man amongst you may do (evil) deeds until there is
only a cubit between him and the (Hell) Fire, and then what has
been written for him decides his behavior, and he starts doing
deeds characteristic of the people of Paradise.””(Bukhari)

The Messenger of Allah # urges us to invest every
moment in doing good deeds. He says:
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Narrated Abu-Huraira < ‘A man came to the Prophet %
and asked: "O Allah's Messenger which charity is the most
superior in reward?” He replied: “The charity that you give
while you are healthy, niggardly and afraid of poverty and
wishing to become wealthy. Do not delay it to the time of
approaching death and then say: 'Give so much to so and so,
and so much to so and so.' (And it already belongs to such
and such (his heirs).”” (Bukhari)

Imam Al-Nawawi sheds more light on this subject by
compiling the following verses and Hadiths, so let us go
through them, and may Allah 2 benefit us from them.]

Allah 3% says:
Pljn&un_.su_w.stﬁmmjmu;ﬁ LL.JLHUP)L@M‘&
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"Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who
deceives them. And when they stand up for the prayer, they stand
with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not remember
Allah but little. ** (4: 142)
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“Therein they will cry; “Our Lord! Bring us out. We shall
do righteous good deeds, not (the evil deeds) that we used to
do.” (Allah will reply): “Have not We not given you lives
long enough, so that whosoever would receive admonition,
could receive it? And the warner came to you. So taste you
(the evil of your deeds). And for the oppressors (polytheists
and wrongdoers...etc.} there is no helper ** (35: 37)
Commenting on this verse, Ibn Abbas said: ‘Allah 2 rebukes
the oppressors on the Day of Judgment saying: “Have not We
given you life (60 years old, 18 years old, 40 years old
according to the different opinions of the scholars)?” Ibn
Abbas said that whenever one of the people of Madina
reached forty years he used to dedicate his time to acts of
worship. As to interpreting “the warner’, the scholars say that
it 1s the advent of the last Messenger of Allah % and some other
say that it refers to “the while hair’ one has in the old age .
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As to the Hadiths:
84. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4w, ‘“The Prophet 4 said:
“Allah has warned determinately the person who reached the
sixty years ol old.”™ (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 13)
About Multiplicity of the Ways of the good Deeds

[The acts of worship, the obligatory and the voluntary, do
not alone constitute the means by which man draws near his
Lord. No, each action and deed that is done purely and
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sincerely for Allah 3 is an act of worship. Do not doubt this
for Allah’s Bounty is spacious, as described in the Noble
Koran by many verses. Allah 45 says:

“Neither those who disbelieve among the people of the
Scripture (the Jews and the Christians) nor the polytheists like
that there should be sent down unto you any good from your
Lord. But Allah chooses for His Mercy whom He wills. And
Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty *” And

(Ve P JT) § pulaall Juail 93 iy 3G g AT ity B

“He (Allah @) selects for His Mercy (Islam, the Koran
and Prophethood) whom He wills and Allah is the Owner of
Great Bounty. *” (3: 74)
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The Messenger of Allah # clarifies the matter as saying:

Narrated bu-Zarr: ‘The Messenger of Allah % said:
“Receiving vour (Muslim) brother with a smile is a charitable
deed. Enjoining what is commanded by the religion is a charitable
deed. Prohibiting what is prohibited by the religion is a charitable
deed. Guiding a man in a place he does not know is a charitable

207



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

deed. Removing the pebbles, the throne, and the bones from the
road 1s a charitable deed. And pouring of you bucket in your
brother’s bucket is a charitable deed.  And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet % said: “While a man
was walking he found a thorny branch in the middle of the street

and he removed it. Allah 35 thanked him and forgave his sins.™
And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira . ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said:
"While a man was walking he felt thirsty and went down into
a well and drank. When he came out of it, he saw a dog
panting and eating mud because of excessive thirst. The man
said: "This dog is suffering from thirst as I have suffered.”
S0, he (went down into the well), filled his shoe with water,
caught hold of it with his teeth and climbed up and gave it to
the dog to drink. Allah & thanked him for this (good) deed
and forgave him." The people asked: "O Allah's Messenger!

Is there a reward for us in serving animals?” He replied: "Yes,
there is a reward for serving any living creature.” (Bukhari)

Thus, a Muslim has many chances to increase his rewards
by doing any good deeds that benefit a human being, an
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animal, or a bird, provided he does this only for Allah’s sake
as there is no limit to Allah’s Bounty.

And now, it is time to study what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled in this regard. So, let us turn to it.]
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Allah 35 said:

“They ask you (O Muhammad!) what they should spend.
Say: ‘Whatever you spend of good must be for parents and
kindred and orphans and the needy and the wayfarers, and
whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well.”
(27 215) And
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“Whosoever does a good deed, it is for his own-self, and

whosoever does evil, it is against (his own-self). Then to your
Lord you will be returned. *” (45: 15)

There are many verses related to this topic. As to the
Hadiths, they are too many to count. So, we will just mention
few of them:
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85. Narrated Abu-Zarr «%: "] asked the Prophet #% What is
the best deed?” He replied: “To believe in Allah and to fight
for His Cause.” I then asked: "What is the best kind of
manumission (of slaves)?” He replied: “The manumission of
the mosi expensive slave and the one most beloved by his
master.” [ said: "Il | cannot afford to do that?” He said: "Help
the weak or do good for a person who cannot work for
himself.” I said: "I I cannot do that?” He said: "Refrain from
harming others. For, this will be regarded as a charitable deed
for your own good.”™ (Bukhar)

il (e (D S o A Jly B 1B s e s —AY
JaD ey e G 35 Jsg "odua) 4 adkd 0 S (e ol
G Al L, e Al G 1) Ll Qe 4
B Gyl e W ey (e Sl I Gsldl 55k UK,
- s el a3l
86, Narrated Abu-Huraira " “Allah's Messenger %
said: "One should give in charity for every joint of the human
body (as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun rises.
To judge justly between two people is regarded as giving in
charity; and to help a man concerning his riding animal by
helping him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also
regarded as giving in charity; to say a good word is also
giving in charity; every step taken on one's way to offer the
compulsory prayer (in the mosque) is also giving in charity;
and to remove a harmful thing from the path is also giving in
charity.” (Bukhari)
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87. Narrated Abu-Huraira : *‘Some poor people came to
the Prophet # and said: "The wealthy people will get higher
rewards and will have permanent enjoyment. They offer the
prayer as we do and observe fasting as we do. They have
more money with which they can perform Al-Hajj and Al-
Omra, fight and struggle in Allah's Cause, and give in charity.
The Prophet 4z said: “Would I not tell you a thing that if you
acted on it you would draw near to those who have surpassed
you? Nobody would precede you and you would be better
than the people amongst whom you live, except those who

would do the same. Say Sobhan Allah WAlhamdo lillah Allah
Akbar thirty three times each after every (compulsory) prayer.”
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88. Narrated Abu-Zarr «#: ‘Allah's Messenger % said:

"Do not consider any act of goodness insignificant, even if it
is meeting your brother with a cheerful face. *" (Muslim)
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89. Narrated Abu-Huraira  #: “Allah's Messenger %
said: "One should give in charity for every joint of the human
body (as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun rises.
To judge justly between two people is regarded as giving in
charity, and to help a man concerning his riding animal by
helping him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also
regarded as giving in charity, to say a good word is also giving
in charity, every step taken on one's way t o offer the compulsory
prayer (in the mosque} is also giving in charity and to remove a
harmful thing from the way is also giving in charity." (Bukhari)
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90. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘“The Prophet 4 said:
"Allah will prepare for him who goes to the mosque in the
early morning and in the aflternoon (for the congregational
prayer) an honorable place in Paradise with good hospitality
whenever he so does.”™
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91. Narrated Abu-Huraira & ‘The Prophet % said: “O
Muslim women! None of you should look down upon the gift

sent by her neighbor even if she presented her with a meatless
ewe’s hoof (fleshless part of legs).””” (Bukhari)
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02, Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Receiving your (Muslim) brother with a smile is a charitable
deed. Enjoining what is commanded by the religion is a
charitable deed. Prohibiting what is prohibited by the religion is
a charitable deed. Guiding a man in a place he does not know 1s
a charitable deed. Removing the pebbles, the throne, and the
bones from the road is a charitable deed. And pouring of you

bucket in vour brother's bucket 1s a charitable deed.”
(At-Termizi ).
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03. Narrated Abu-Huraira <: *Allah's Messenger £ said:
"While a man was walking he felt thirsty and went down into
a well and drank. When he came out, he saw a dog panting
and eating mud because of excessive thirst. The man said:
"This dog is suffering from thirst as | have suffered.” So, he
(went down into the well), filled his shoe with water, caught
hold of it with his teeth and climbed up and gave it to the dog to
drink. Allah #& thanked him for this (good) deed and forgave
him." The people asked: "O Allah's Messenger! [s there a
reward for us in serving (the) animals?” He replied: "Yes,
there is a reward for serving any living creature."” (Bukhari)
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94. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah #
said: “He that performed wodou’ perfectly, then he came to
the Friday Prayer, sat as near as possible (to the imam), and
listened with calmness and attention, the sins he committed
from the last Friday until that one will be forgiven, plus an
extra period of three days and he that touched the pebbles, he
is considered as uttering nonsense .”
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95, Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah #
said: “When a Muslim or a believing servant performs
ablution and washes his face, each sin his eyes have
committed drops with the water, or with the last drop of
water, or he said similar words to that effect. And when he
washes his hands, each sin his hands have committed drops

with the water or with the last drop of water until he comes
out purified from sins.”
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96. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah %
said: “The five prayers and the Friday prayers atone for (the
sins) in between them, as long as the major sins have not been
committed.” {At-Termizi )
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97. Narrated Abu-Huraira :‘The Messenger of Allah 4
said: “Should I guide you to what Allah effaces sins with, and
raises ranks with?” They said: "Yes indeed O Messenger of
Allah!.” He said: *Perfecting wodou’, even it is inconvenient
for one of you’, having as many paces to the mosques as you
can, and waiting for the prayer after the prayer .’ (At-Termizi ).
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98. Narrated Abu-Musa «: “Allah's Messenger % said:

*Whoever performed the two prayers ( referring to Al-asr and
Al-fajr ) will enter Paradise.” (Bukhari)
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® Such as during freezing weather or when one feels pain due to
using water.
® This means to intend performing a next prayer after performing
the present one. This does not mean that one abandons the lawful
means of earning living and stays in the mosque all the time.
[trans.]
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99. Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn: ‘I asked the Messenger of
Allah # about a man’s prayer while sitting and he said: “He that
performed the prayer standing, is better. And he that performed
the prayer sitting, he will have half the reward of the one

performing it standing. And he that performed it lying down
will have the half reward of the one performing it sitting.™

Some of the people of knowledge said that this Hadith refers
to the voluntary prayer. AFHasan said: ‘A man has the free
choice to perform the voluntary prayer standing, sitting, or
lying down.” The people of knowledge differed about the sick
person who cannot perform the prayer sitting. Some of them
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said that he should perform it lying down on his right side,
and some others said that he should perform it lying down on
his back with his feet facing gibla.

Sofyan Al-Thawri said that the Hadith that says: “And he
that performed the prayer sitling, will have half the reward of
the one performing it standing,” refers to the one who is
healthy or who that has no valid excuse [for sitting] when he
performs the voluntary prayers. As for the one who 1s sick or
has a valid excuse and performed the prayer sitting, he will
have the same reward as the one performing it standing.
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100. Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased
with them): “The Prophet 4 said: “Enjoining all that is just is
a giving in charity.”” (Bukhari)
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101. Narrated Anas ibn Malek & ‘Allah's Messenger 3
said: “There is none amongst the Muslims who plants a tree
or sows seeds and then a bird, or a person, or an animal eats

from it, but it is regarded as a charitable gift from him.™
(Bukhari)
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102. Abdullah ibn Amr (may Allah be pleased with them)
narrated that Allah's Messenger % said: “There are forty good
qualities (virtuous deeds) and the best of them 1is the
Maneehah’ of a goat, and anyone who does one of these
virtuous deeds hoping for Allah's Reward, with firm
confidence that he will get it, then Allah will admit him into
Paradise because of 1t.” (Bukhari)
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103. Narrated Uday ibn Hatem #: ‘“While [ was sitting
with Allah's Messenger 4 two people came to him, one of
them complained about his poverty and the other complained
about the prevalence of robberies. Allah's Messenger 4& said:
“As regards stealing and robberies, there will shortly come a
time when a caravan will go to Mecca (from Madina) without

any guard. And regarding poverty, the Hour (the Day of
Judgment) will not be established until one of you walks

" Al Maneehah is giving a goat, ewe, or a camel to some one for
them to drink its milk. Al Maneehah is to be returned to its original
owner,
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around with a charitable donation and will not find anybody
to accept it. And (no doubt) each one of you will stand in
front of Allah 3 and there will be neither a screen nor an
interpreter between him and Allah 25 Allah will ask him:
“Have Inot given you wealth?” He will reply in the
affirmative. Allah @& will further ask: “Have [ not sent a
Messenger to you?” And again that person will reply in the
affirmative. Then he will look to his right and he will see
nothing but Hellfire and he will look to his left and will see
nothing but Hellfire. So let each one of you save himself from
Hellfire, even by giving half of a dried-date (in charity). And
if you do not find a half of a dried-date (to give in charity),
then (you can do it through saying) a kind word to your
Muslim brother.”” (Bukhari)
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104. Narrated Abu-Musa 4 ‘The Prophet % said: “Every
Muslim has to give in charity. The people asked: "O Allah's
Prophet! If someone has nothing to give, what should he do?”
He said: “He should work with his hands and benefit himself
and also give in charity (from what he earns).” The people
further asked: "If he cannot do even that? “ He replied: “He
should help the one needing help.” Then the people asked: "If
he cannot do that?* He replied: “Then he should perform all
that is good (i.e. enjoin what is just (Islamic Monotheism,
and all that Islam has ordained)) and keep away from all
that is evil (i.e. disbelief, polytheism, and all that Islam has
forbidden) and these will be regarded as charitable deeds.™

(Bukhari)
220



Riyadhos-Saliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

dclall B syl Aol Ve
Chapter ( 14)
About Moderation in the Acts of Obedience

[Islam is the religion of moderation and ease. It is the
religion that gives the body and the spirit their due rights. A
Muslim is forbidden to neglect his lawful desires that support
him to worship Allah & moderately.

The Muslim should work for the Hereafter as if he could
die the next day and he should work for his life as if he could
live forever. Thus, moderation in the acts of worship and in
enjoyment of the worldly delights is ordered by Islam.

Those who go to the extremes are liable to go astray and
are not liable to reach the destination they hope for.

Allah #% mentions this in His Book, The Noble Koran,
which narrates to us what the wise men said to Qaroon
(Korah):
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“Verily, Qaroon (Korah) was of Moses people, but he
behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave him of the
treasures that of which the keys would have been a burden to
a body of strong men. Remember when his people said to
him: ‘Do not rejoice (with ungratefulness to Allah's Favors).

Verily! Allah likes not the jubilant (with ungratefulness to
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Allah's Favors). * But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah
has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafler, and forget
not your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world; and do
good as Allah has been good to you, and seek not mischief in
the land. Verily, Allah likes not the those who do mischief. *”
(28: 76-77)

The Noble Koran wonders about those who deprive
themselves from enjoyment of the wholesome things that
Allah # has permitted them to enjoy, drawing their attention
to the fact that only unwholesome things along with open and
concealed lewdness are forbidden. The Noble Koran says:
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“0 Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing
your clean clothes) while praying (and going round Ka'aba),
and cat and drink, but waste not through extravagance.
Certainly, He (Allah) likes not those who waste through
extravagance. * Say (O Muhammad!): "Who has forbidden
the adoration with clothes given by Allah, which He has
produced for His slaves, and the wholesome sustenance (He
has provided you with)?" Say: "They are, in the life of this
world, for those who believe {and) exclusively for them (the
believers) on the Day of Resurrection (the disbelievers will
not share them)." Thus We expound the verses in detail for
people who have knowledge. * Say: (O Muhammad!): "(But)
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the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-fawahish
(the great evil sins, every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse
and the like) whether committed openly or secretly,
unrighteous oppression, joining partners (in worship) with
Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things
about Allah of which you have no knowledge."” (7: 31-33)

Some of those who proscribe what Allah 3 has legalized
abandon wealth under the false claim that it is evil for man to
have wealth. The Messenger of Allah # refutes their
allegation in the following Hadith compiled by Ibn Majah:
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Narrated Abdullah ibn Khobayb from his cousin: “Once, we
were sitting and the Prophet % came with some traces of water
on his hair. We said: "We see you in good mood today.” The
Prophet # said: “Indeed, this true.” The people started talking
about riches and the Messenger of Allah % said: “There is no
harm in wealth as long as one fears Alla h &, There is no harm

in health as long as one fears Allah 3. And being contended
is of blessing.””

This Hadith shows that the Muslim is permitted to
possess any property under the following conditions:

1. That they are earned lawfully (i.e. he should not to go to
the extreme and steals them, etc.). At the same time, he is
forbidden from slackening in obtaining legitimately earned
property.
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2. That they should be used lawfully (i.e. he should not to
go to the extreme and use them wastefully or withhold
them).3. That any due zakat should be paid on them.

In the following Hadith, the Messenger of Allah 4 sheds
light about this subject. The Hadith says:
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Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Who takes these words to act on them or teach others to act
on them?’Abu-Huraira said: "I take them Messenger of
Allah!”" Abu-Huraira said: “The Messenger of Allah % held
me by the hand and counted five things. He said: “Ward off
the prohibitions, so that you would be one of those who
worship Allah & much. Be satisfied with what Allah 4% gives
you, so that you would be the richest among people. Treat

you neighbor kindly, so thalt you would be a believer. Love
tor other people what you love for yourself, so that you would
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be a Muslim. And do not laugh much for laughing much
deadens the heart.”

Seeing the acts of worship of the Messenger of Allah #
whose past and future misdeeds were forgiven, some
companions feared lest they would be deprived of the high
ranks in paradise, so they decided to abandon worldly
delights totally. When the Messenger of’ Allah % heard about
this he forbade them to do so, as the following Hadith states:
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Narrated Anas ibn Malek < ‘A group of three men
came to the houses of the wives of the Prophet 4 to ask what
he acts of worship performs. When they were informed about
this, they considered their worship to be insufficient and said:
"How far we are from the Prophet # and his past and future
sins have been forgiven.” Then one of them said: "I will
forever offer prayer the whole night through.” The other said:
"I will observe fasting for a whole year and I will not break
my fasting.” The third said: "I will keep away from women
and will never marry.” Allah's Messenger # came to them
and said: “Are you the people who said such and such? By
Allah, I am more submissive to Allah and more afraid of Him
than you. Yet I observe fasting and break fasting. 1 offer
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prayer and I also sleep, and I marry women. So he who does
not follow my Sunna (legal ways) in religion is not from me
(1.e. he is not one of my followers).”” (Bukhari)

Now, let us see what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in this
regard.|

Allah & said:
(Y- 4k ) 4 (v) u&mui_}ﬂi e W La () ada B

“Ta Ha * We have not sent down the Koran unto you
(O Muhammad!) that you would be distressed ** (20: 1-2)
And

S e Ty ol (s A 4 O s iy )
am_.mgl: Jihmyuhsww,wfsu:wwuwj
_5_)"5-"1_:! b-‘ﬂ-“ "_91‘*543; g (-5* B Yy il rS-"”" EYpe Al e"-*" o

(vae s it) 1y s Asih G e

“The month of Ramadhan, in which was revealed the
Koran, a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the
guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong). So
whoever of you sighted (the crescent on the first night of) the
month (of Ramadhan, i.e. he is present in his homeland and
he 1s not traveling), must observe fasting that month, and
whoever is ill or on a journey, the same number (of days
which one did not observe fasting must be made up for) from
other days. Allah infends for you ease, and He does not want
to make things difficult for you. (He wants that you) must
complete the same number (of days), a nd that you must magnify
Allah for having guided you so that you may be grateful to Him.
* (27 185)
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105. Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her):
‘Once the Prophet 4 came while a woman was sitting with
me. He said: “Who is she?” I replied: "She is so and so, and
told him about her (excessive) praying.” He said
(disapprovingly): “Do (good) deeds that are within your
capacity, (without being overtaxed) as Allah & does not
cease from giving rewards until you cease in doing good
deeds. And the most loved acts of worship to Allah & are
those that are done regularly.” (Bukhari)
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106. Narrated Anas ibn Malek & *A group of three men
came to the houses of the wives of the Prophet 4 to ask what
he acts of worship performs. When they were informed about

this, they considered their worship to be insufficient and said:
"How far we are from the Prophet # and his past and future
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sins have been forgiven.” Then one of them said: T will
forever offer prayer the whole night through.” The other said:
T will observe fasting for a whole year and I will not break
my fasting.” The third said: "I will keep away from women
and will never marry.” Allah's Messenger 4 came to them
and said: “Are you the people who said such and such? By
Allah, I am more submissive to Allah and more afraid of Him
than you. Yet | observe fasting and break fasting. 1 offer
prayer and I also sleep, and 1 marry women. So he who does
not follow my Sunna (legal ways) in religion is not from me
(i.e. he is not one of my followers).” (Bukhari)
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107. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said:
“The deeds of anyone of you will not save you (from the
(Hellfire).” They said: “Even you (will not be saved by your
deeds), O Allah's Messenger?” He said: “No, even I (will not
be saved) unless and until Allah protects me with His Grace
and His Mercy. Therefore, do good deeds properly, sincerely,
and moderately, and worship Allah in the forencon and in the
afternoon and during a part of the night. So, cling to moderation
that you would reach your destination. So, cling to moderation
that you would reach your destination.”” (Bukhari)
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108. Narrated Anas ibn Malek . *Once the Prophet 3z
entered and saw a rope hanging in between its two pillars. He
said: “What is this rope?” They said: "It is a rope for Zyinab
who, when she feels tired (while performing the voluntary
prayer) she supports herself with it.” The Prophet 4 said:
“Remove the rope. You should offer the prayer (At-Tahajjod
prayer) as long as you feel able, and when you get tired, sit
down.” (Bukhari)
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109, Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her):
‘Allah's Messenger # said: “If anyone of you felt drowsy
while offering the prayer, he should go to bed (sleep) until his
slumber is over, for if one is praying while drowsy one does
not know whether one is asking for forgiveness or for a bad
thing for oneself.” (Bukhari)
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110. Narrated Anas ibn Malek : *The Messenger of Allah #

was one of those who performed the prayer extremely briefly,
yet it was the most perfect prayer.” (At-Termizi )
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111. Narrated Abu-Johayfa: ‘The Messenger of Allah %
made a contract of brother Hud between Salman and Abu Al-
Darda'a. When Salman visited Abu Al-Darda'a, he saw Umm
Al-Darda'a looking unsightly. He asked her about her state
and she replied: "Your brother Abu Al-Darda'a has
abandoned the worldly delights.”” Abu-Johayfa said: ‘When
Abu Al-Darda'a came he prepared food and served it to
Salman and said: "Eat for I am fasting.” Salman said: "I will
never eat until you eat.” Abu-Johayfah said: ‘So they ate,
During the night Abu Al-Darda’'a rose to perform the
voluntary night prayer. Salman said to him: “Sleep.” So he
slept. After some time he got up once again to perform the
voluntary night prayer, Salman said to him: “Sleep.” So he
slept. When it was just before dawn Salman said to him: "Get
up now,” and they performed the voluntary night prayer.
Then, Salman said to him: "Indeed, your soul has a right on
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you, your Lord has a right on you, your guest has a right on
you, and your spouse has a right on you, so give each one
their due right.” They came to the Prophet # and mentioned
this to him. The Prophet 4 said: “Salman has told the truth.”
(At-Termizi )
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112. Narrated Abdullah 1bn Amr (may Allah be pleased
with them): ‘Allah's Messenger # was informed that T had
taken an oath to fast daily and to pray (the whole night)
throughout my life (so Allah's Messenger 4 came to me and
asked whether it was correct) and I replied: "Let my parents
be sacrificed for you! For truly, [ have said so.” The Prophet
4& said: "You should not do that. Fast for few days and then
stop it for few days, pray, and sleep. Fast three days a month,
as the reward of a good deed is multiplied ten times and that
will be equal to one year of fasting." I replied: "I can bear
more than that.” The Prophet # said to me: "Fast one day and
give up fasting two days.” I replied: “I can bear more than
that.”” The Prophet # said: "Then Fast every other day. That is
the fasting of Prophet David =& and that is the best fasting." 1
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said: "I have the power to fast more than that.” The Prophet 3
said: "There is no better fasting than that." (Bukhari)
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113. Hanzala Al-Osayyidi, who was one of the scribes of the
Messenger of Allah #, said that he passed by Abu-Bakr
weeping. Abu-Bakr said to him: “What is wrong with you
Hanzala!” Hanzala said: "Hanzala has committed hypocrisy
Abu-Bakr ! When we are with the Messenger of Allah 4 he
reminds us of Paradise and Hellfire, as if we see them with our
own eyes, but when we return to our wives and possessions we
forget much.” Abu-Bakr said: "By Allah, we suffer the same.
So, let us go to the Messenger of Allah %" We went to the
Messenger of Allah #. When he saw us he said: “What is wrong
with you Hanzala!” Hantzala said: "Hanzala has committed
hypocrisy Messenger of Allah! When we are with you
Messenger of Allah, you remind us of Paradise and Hellfire, and
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it is as if we see them with our own eyes, but when we return to
our wives and possessions we forget much.” Hanzala said: "The
Messenger of Allah # said: “Had you clung to the state you
leave me, the angels would shake hands with you in your seats,
pathways, and on your beds. But Hanzala! One should fulfill
his obligations (to give the due rights of Allahd% to Him,
etc.).”” (At-Termizi )
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114. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with
them): ‘While the Prophet # wa: delivering a rpeech, he saw
a man standing up, so he asked about that man. They said: “It
is Abu-Israel who has vowed that he will stand and never sit
down, and he will never come into the shade, nor speak to
anybody, and will always fast. The Prophet 3¢ “Order him to

speak and tell him to come into the shade, and make him sit

down, but let him complete his fast. (Bukhari)
# e #*
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Chapter( 15)
About Continuing to do Good Deeds

Allah 3 said:
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“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who
believe (in the Oneness of Allah) to be affected by Allah's
Reminder (this Koran), and that which has been revealed of the
truth, lest they become as those who received the Scripture (the
Torah) and Al-Injeel before (i.e. the Jews and the Christians),
and the term was prolonged for them and so their hearts were
hardened? And many of them were rebellious. ** (57: 16) And
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“Then, We sent after them Our Messengers; and We sent
Jesus, son of Mary, and gave him Al-Injeel. And We ordained
in the hearts of those who followed him, compassion and
mercy. But the Monasticism that they invented for
themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but (they sought
it} only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not
observe it with the correct observance. So We gave those
among them who believed, their (due) reward, but many of
them are rebellious. *” (57: 27) And
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“And be not like the one who undoes the thread that she
has spun after it has become strong, by taking your oaths as a
means of deception among yourselves, lest a nation may be
given superiority over another. Allah only tests you by this
(i.e. who obeys Allah and fulfils Allah's Covenant and who
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disobeys Allah and breaks Allah's Covenant). And on the Day
of Resurrection, He will certainly make clear to you that
wherein you used to differ. * (16: 92) And
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“And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the
certainty (death). *7(15: 99)
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As to the Hadiths, we mention the following:
115. Narrated Omar ibn Al-Khattab: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “He that overslept and did not serve his Hizb®
or a part of it and recited it between the time of performing

Al-Fajr and Ath-Thohr Prayers, it will be recorded for him as
if he had recited it by night.”™

® Al Hizb, literally means party. It has two meanings in the Islamic
terms: a) One half of a Joz' of the Noble Koran. The Koran is
divided into thirty Joz's. b) What a Muslim abides to of good
deeds, i.e. reciting the Noble Koran, doing any form of
remembrance of Allah such as At-Tasbeeh, At-Tahmeed, At-
Tahleel, or doing good deeds such as performing a specific
number of Raka'as voluntarily, for the sake of Allah. This is what is
meant here.
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116, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-A'as (may Allah

be pleased with them): ‘Allah's Messenger # said to me: “O

Abdullah! Do not be like so-and-so who used to offer (Al-

Tahjjod prayer) and then slackened from performing
it."’( Bukhari)

# # *
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Chapter ( 16 )
About Acting upon Sunna’

[A Muslim should submit and respond to whatever is
imposed by the Noble Koran and Sunna, even if that matter
contradicts his personal wishes and whims. He must respond
to the commandments of Allah & and His Messenger . A
believer finds it easy to say:
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® Sunna, the traditons conveyed to us from the Prophet
Muhammad # comprising his sayings, deeds, and his tacit
approval of some actions. It explains and integrates with the Noble
Koran., so no one can understand Islam, except through Sunna.
The duties of Islam are mentioned generally in the Noble Koran,
but Sunna explains how to perform them. The Noble Koran does
not explain to us how to perform the prayer, how to pay zakat (i.e.
what articles of properties are subject to zakat), etc. (Dr. Reda if
this is not a translation, it needs tidying up!)
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“The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are
called to Allah (His Words, the Koran and Sunna) and His
Messenger (Sunna), to judge between them, is that they say:
"We hear and we obey." And such are the prosperous ones
(who will live forever in Paradise).*” (24: 51)

Thus, the behavior of a Muslim should comply with the
instructions of Islam and he is to abandon whatever
contradicts them. He should dress in the way ordered by
Islam, eat in the way ordered by Islam, sleep in the way
ordered by Islam, etc.

This guarantees that his actions would be acts of worship,
which deserves reward from Allah & even if they were done
to satisfy a human desire.
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For such an end, the Messenger of Allah # said:

Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri: ‘The Messenger of Allah
% gaid: “He that earned (his livelihood) lawfully, behaved in
accordance with Sunna, and the people are rendered safe from
his harm, would be admitted into Paradise.” A man said:
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"There are many people who do s0?* The Messenger of Allah
# said: “And it will be existent in generations after me.”

Based on this, we should comply with Sunna so that our
deeds will be accepted.

Now, let us see what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled to
explain this topic.]

Allah & said:
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“What Allah gave as booty (Al Fa}f'm} to His Messenger
from the people of the townships, it is for Allah, His
Messenger, the kindred (of Messenger 4), the orphans, the
needy, and the wayfarer, in order that it may not become a
fortune dealt with by few of the rich people among you. And
whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad #) gives you, take it,
and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). And fear
Allah, verily Allah is Severe in punishment .*” (59: 7) And
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“Nor does he (the Prophet Muhammad %) speak of (his
own) desire. * It is only a Revelation revealed. * (53: 3-4)
And

" Al Fay' differs from booty. The former comprises any revenue
that came to the Muslim public treasury without any fighting. Booty
is what is taken from the enemies through war.
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“Say (O Muhammad!): “If you (truly) love Allah then
follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your sins.
And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 7 (3: 31) And
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“Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad 4) you
have a good example to follow for him who hopes for
(meeting with) Allah, (for him who believes in) the Last Day,
and for him who remembers Allah much. *7 {33: 21) And
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they
make you (O Muhammad!) ajudge in all disputes between
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. *” (4: 63)
And
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“0 you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad % and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves,
refer it to Allah and His Messenger 4 if you believe in Allah
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and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final
determination *” S: 4-59,

Commenting on the last verse, the people of knowledge
say that what is meant is the Book of Allah # and Sunna of
the Prophet 4.
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This is confirmed by other verses:

“He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad ) has indeed
obeyed Allah, but he who turns away, then we have not sent
you (O MuhdmmadT} a watcher over them. *” (4: 80) And
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“And thus, We have sent to you (O Muhammad!)a
Revelation, and a Mercy of Our Command. You knew not
what is the Book, nor what is faith (before revealing this to
you). But We have made it (this Koran) a light wherewith We
guide whosoever of Our servants We will. And verily, you (O
Muhammad!), most surely, guide (mankind) to the Straight
Path (i.e. Allah's Religion of Islamic Monotheism). The Path
of Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all

that is in the earth. Verily, all matters at the end are to Allah.
#7(42: 52-53) And
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“Make not the calling out to the Messenger (Muhammad
#) among you as your calling out to one another. Allah
knows those of you who slip away under shelter (of some
excuse without taking the permission to leave, from the
Messenger#z). And let those who oppose the Messenger's
commandment (i.e. his Sunna) beware, lest some trial befall
them or a painful torment be inflicted on them. *" (24: 63)
And
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“And remember (O you the members of the Prophet's
family the Graces of your Lord), that which is recited in your
houses of the Verses of Allah and Al-Hikma (i.e. Prophet's
Sunna) Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Well-
Acquainted with all things. *” (33: 34)

It 15 obvious that the verses to this effect are numerous. As
to the Hadiths, we mention the following examples:
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117. Narrated Abu-Huraira (may Allah be pleased with
him): ‘The Prophet # said: "Leave me (don't ask me about
things which I don't mention or explain to you) as long as [

leave you, for, the people who were before you were ruined
241



Riyvadhos-Saliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

because of their {excessive) questions and their differences
with their Prophets. So, if I forbid you from something then
keep away from it. And if I order you to do something then,
do of it as much as you can." (Bukhari)
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118. Narrated Al-Irbadh ibn Sariya: ‘The Messenger of
Allah 4z delivered an eloquent speech that caused our eyes to
shed tears and our hearts to be greatly moved. A man said;
"This is the speech of a man who will depart from this life
soon. What would you recommend us Messenger of Allah!”
He said: “l recommend you fear Allah and hear and obey,
even if an Ethiopian slave is your ruler. For, he of you will
live long, will see great disputes. And keep away from the
innovated practices, for they are misleading. He of you would
witness this let him adhere to the Sunna of mine and that of
the rightly guided caliphs. Stick to it firmly.” (At-Termizi )
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119, Narrated Abu-Huraira  : “Allah's Messenger 5
said: “All my followers will enter Paradise except those who
refuse.” They said: “O Allah 's Messenger! Who will refuse?”
He said: “"Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise, and

whoever disobeys me is the one who refuses (to enter it).””
(Bukhari)

L_,}-uldl} L:ujld.b JU%EML&J_MUJLJL&:JHL}G—\Tt
L;__:,l_*..lji .:||_5._) {?S.b_g:ujl_ﬁaanl LJEIIAJE {‘as&_gﬁ.p.a

120. Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer .#: *‘The Prophet

(pbuh) said: “Straighten your rows or Allah will alter your
faces.”" (Bukhar)
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121. Narrated Abu-Musa %" ‘One night a house in
Madina was burnt along with its occupants. The people
informed the Prophet % about them and he said: “This fire is
indeed your enemy, so whenever you go to bed, put it out (to
protect yourselves).”” (Bukhar)
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122. Narrated Abu-Musa «: ‘The Prophet 35 said: “The
example of guidance and knowledge with which Allah has
sent me is like abundant rain falling on the earth, some of
which were fertile soil that absorbed the rainwater and
brought forth wegetation and grass in abundance. (And)
another portion of it was hard and held the rainwater and
Allah benefited the people therewith. They utilized it for
drinking, (watering their animals, irrigating their fields for
cultivation, etc.). (And) a portion of it was swampy that could
neither hold water nor bring forth vegetation (and that land
gave no benefits). The first is the example of the person who
comprehends Allah 's Religion (Islam) and derives benefit
(from the knowledge) which Allah #5 has revealed through
me, learns it, then, teaches it to others. The (last example is
that of a) person who does not care for it and does not take
Allah 's Guidance revealed through me (He is) like that barren
land.” (Bukhari)
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123. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with
them): ‘The Prophet % said: “You will be gathered (on the

Day of Judgment), barefooted, naked and not circumcised.”
He then recited:
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“And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the
heavens like a scroll rolled up for books. As We began the
first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding
upon Us. Truly, We shall do it. *” (21: 104)
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The Messenger of Allah 4 added: “The first to be dressed
on the Day of Resurrection, will be Abraham. Some of my
companions will be taken towards the left side ((i.e. 1o
Hellfire), and I will say: "My companions ! My companions!’
[t will be said: "They were renegades after you had left them.’
Then I will say as the pious servant of Allah, Jesus #& said:
‘If You punish them, they are Your slaves, and if You forgive
them, verily You, only You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.
B (5: 118)

ik * *
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Chapter (17 )
About Properly Accepting Allah’s Judgment
Allah 3% said:
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they
make you (O Muhammad!) a judge in all disputes between
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them, and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. *”(4: 65) And
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“The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are
called to Allah (His Words, the Koran and Sunna) and His
Messenger (Sunna), to judge between them, is that they say:

"We hear and we obey." And such are the prosperous ones
(who will live forever in Paradise). *” (24: 51)

As to the Hadiths, it is sufficient to refer to the following
Hadith.

Gl L) S e a0 1B o L) (B b o Caaa VYE
o Do R I Gl B Bl il 8 S G
5 i 4aal ;&.Li‘whua}fuaﬁr,ﬁ.;;.s:“,;i 1y o gisials

124 Narrated Abu-Huraira  &#: “The Prophet 4 said:
"Leave me (don't ask me about things which I don'lt mention
or explain to you) as long as [ leave you, for, the people who
were before you were ruined because of their (excessive)
questions and their differences with their Prophets. So, if 1
forbid you something then keep away from it. And if I order

you to do something then, do of it, as much as you can."
(Bukhari)
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Chapter( 18)

About Forbidding Innovation (Foundationless
Religious Practices)

[Allah 25 said:
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“Forbidden to you (for food) are dead animals, blood, the
flesh of swine, and that on which Allah's Name has not been
mentioned while slaughtering, (i.e. that has been slaughtered
as a sacrifice for other besides Allah, or that has been
slaughtered for idols) and that which has been killed by
strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by a
goring of horns, and that which has been (partly) eaten by a
wild animal, - unless you are able to slaughter it (before its
death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-
Nosob (stone altars). (Forbidden) also is to use arrows for
seeking luck or a decision; (all) that is disobedience to Allah
and (major) sin). This day, those who disbelieved have given
up all hope of your religion; fear them not, but fear Me. This
day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favo r
upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. But
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as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with no inclination to
sin (such can eat these above-mentioned meats), then surely,
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. *” (5: 3)

It is obvious that a perfectly composed or manufactured
object is a perfect produce. A perfect produce is disfigured or
destroyed by any interference to it component parts. Suppose
an unskilled painter attempted to add or remove anything
from a perfectly painted picture. What would be the result?
The answer would be that the picture could be disfigured or
destroved.

The same applies to this religion. Innovation drives out
Sunna (the foundation that that should be kept intact).

Based on this we should act only upon the pure
commandments of [slam. We should not invent anything that
spoils the purity of this religion. We have received this religion
as pure as the water that descends from the sky, and any
intervention with the aim of addition or omission destroys the
religion. It is said that a disobedient one is forgiven because he
will return to the truth when it is clarified to him. But an
innovator in the religion, thinks that what he has innovated is
‘good’, hence he is not liable to abandon it and thus, he would
die while believing in it. In this way he loses his religion.

Now, let us proceed to what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled in this concern.]

Allah 35 said:
i b Pl V) Al B 1 Gl <, Al B
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“Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what

else can there be, save error? How then are you turned away?
*(10: 32) And
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“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad #£) and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves,
refer it to Allah and His Messenger # if you believe in Allah
and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final
determination. *” (4: 59) And
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"And verily, this (i.e. Allah's Commandments mentioned
in the above two Verses 151 and 152) is my Straight Path, so
follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will take you
away from His Path. This He has ordained for you that you
may become God-fearing people. *" (6: 153) And
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“Say (O Muhammad!) to mankind): "If you (really) love
Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow
the Koran and Sunna), Allah will love you and forgive you your
sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. *" {3: 31)
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125 Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her):
"Allah's Messenger # said: "If someone innovated something
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that is not present in our religion (of Islamic Monotheism)
then that thing will be rcjcctcd."’ (Bukhari)
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126 Narrated Anas < ‘Allah's Messenger 3 said: "I (have
been sent) and the Hour (is at hand) as these two (fingers)."™
(Bukhari)
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127 Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased
with them): ‘Whenever Allah's Messenger % delivered a
Khotbah (a religious talk), his eyes would become red, his
voice rose, and his anger become violent, as if he was like
one warning an army and saying: "The enemy has made a
morning attack on you. The enemy has made an evening
attack on you." He # ( would also say: "Amma Ba'ad (To
proceed), the best of speech is embodied in the Book of
Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad. And what renders affairs most evil are their
innovations and all innovations are delusion."” (Muslim)
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And in the version compiled by Imam Muslim: "It was the
Prophet's Khotbah on Friday. He was to praise Allah and
afterward tell it. Indeed his voice was raised.”

And in another version of Muslim: "Whom Allah guides, no
one can get astray; and whom Allah leads astray, no one can
guide," and in the version of An-Nasa'i: "All error will lead to
the Fire."
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128 Narrated Al-Irbadh ibn Sariya: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # delivered an eloquent sermon that caused our eyes to
shed tears and our hearts to be greatly moved. A man said:
"This is a sermon of a man who will depart this life soon.
What would yvou recommend us Messenger of Allah!™ He
said: “I recommend you fear Allah and hear and obey even if
an Ethiopian slave is your ruler. For, he of you who will live
long, will see great disputes. And keep away from the
innovated practices, for they are misleading. He of you would
contemporize this let him adhere to the Sunna of mine and
that of the rightly guided caliphs. Bite on it with the molars.”
(At-Termizi )
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Chapter ( 19)

About Reviving an Act of Sunna

[We know that we should avoid innovation in Allah’s
religion and we are ordered to revive Sunna of the Messenger
of Allah # and that of the rightly guided Caliphs after him.
Reviving Sunna means to act upon it strictly and to guide
others to act upon it also. This leads to acquiring the great
reward of Allah 4&.

So, adhere firmly to your religion. For, this 1s the time
when the one adhering to his religion is like the one who is
holding a fire brand . The luxuries of life have deluded the
people and those of weak faith have increased to the extent
that, the following narration of Abdullah ibn Mas'oud seemed
lo have been realized. It says:
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“What would be the case with you when you would suffer
from seditions, when your youngsters are reared on them
while the elder ones would be addicted to them, and the
people take them as Sunna. If some people tried to change
them, it would be said: *“Who wants to change Sunna.” It was
asked: "When would that happen O Abu Abdul-Rahman?” He
said: “When the readers of the Koran) increase in number, and

wealth becomes available to everyone, and when one learns
for other purposes than religious ones.”
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It is known that whenever an Ummah (a nation) distanced
itself from its religion, Satan suggested to its members to
practice innovations, which the coming generation then took
to be commandments of the religion, when they were not.

[ think that the following explanation of the Hadith about
innovation would clarify the matter. This is extracted from a
book titled: ‘The Nature of the Invitation of Imam
Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab.’.

‘...Besides, Islam is a perfect religion. It lacks nothing,
and it abrogates what had passed before it. The Hadith of the
Messcngcr of Allah # refutes this. The Hadith sa}'s:
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Narrated Al-Monzir ibn Jarcer on the authority of his
father: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said: “He that has initiated
a good deed, will have its reward and a reward equal to those
who followed him in that without decreasing theirs by naught.
And he that initiated an evil deed will have its punishment
and a punishment equal to those who followed him in that
without decreasing theirs by naught'’.”

" The full text of the Hadith shows clearly that the words:

“He that initiated a good deed, will have its reward and a reward

equal to those who followed him in that, without decreasing theirs

by naught. And he that initiated an evil deed, will have its

punishment and a punishment equal to those who followed him in

that, without decreasing theirs by naught.” refer to iiaalcharity as

shown below:

Narrated Awn ibn Abu-Johayfa: ‘| heard Al-Monzir ibn Jareer say

on the authority of his father: "One morning we were with the
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Now, let us go through the verses and Hadiths compiled
by Imam Al-Nawawi on this topic.]
Allah 3 said:
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“And those who say: "Our Lord! Bestow on us from our

wives and our offspring the comfort of our eyes, and make us
leaders of the pious. *7 (25: 74) And

Messenger of Allah # when some naked and bare-footed people
of Modhar tribe came holding their swords. The Messenger of
Allah 4z was greatly moved by their bad condition. He entered and
came out and ordered Bilal to deliver azan, He performed the
prayer then he addressed the people:
"0 mankind! Fear your Guardian-Lord, Who created you from a
single person and created its mate from it, and from them twain
scattered (like seeds) countless men and women; fear Allah,
through Whom ye demand your mutual (rights), and (be kind to)
the wombs (that bore you): for Allah is an Ever-Watcher aver you.
*(4: 1)And
‘0 you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to what
(provision) it has sent forth for the Morrow. And fear Allah: for
Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do.*" (59: 18)
Then the Prophet 2 said: “Let one of you pay as charity of what he
has, a Dinar, a Dirham, some dried dates even if a half of a date.
The people started to give what they could afford. A man from Al
Ansar came with a bundle of money that was so heavy he could
not carry it. Then the people kept on giving until | saw two piles of
food and clothes. | saw the Messenger's face beaming as a
golden jewel, then he said: "He that initiated a good deed will have
its reward and a reward equal to those who followed him in that,
without decreasing theirs by naught. And he that initiated an evil
deed will have its punishment and a punishment equal to those
who followed him in that without decreasing theirs by naught.” The
translator.
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“And We made them (The Messenger of Allah Abraham
and Noah peace be upon them leaders, guiding (mankind) by
Our Command, and We revealed to them the doing of good
deeds, performing the prayer, and the giving of zakat and of
Us (Alone) they were WDI‘bhlpperE ®(21: 73)
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As to the Hadiths, here are a few below:

129 Narrated Amr ibn Awf: ‘The Prophet #z said to Bilal
ibn Al-Hareth: “Take into consideration.” Bilal said: "What
should 1 take into consideration Messenger of Allah?” The
Prophet # said: “Verily, he that revives a Sunna (a practice)
of mine that people have neglected after my death, would
have its reward and a reward equal to those who acted upon
it, without decreasing theirs by aught. And he that innovates
an evil practice that Allah & and His Messenger 4 do not
approve, would have its punishment and a punishment equal
to the punishment of those who acted upon it, without
decreasing theirs by aught.”” (At-Termizi )
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130Narrated Awn ibn Abu-Johayfa: ‘I heard Al-Monzer
ibn Jareer say on the authority of his father: "One morning we
were with the Messenger of Allah % when some naked and
bare-fooled people of Modhar tribe came holding their
swords. The Messenger of Allah # was greatly moved by
their bad condition. He entered and then came out and
ordered Bilal to deliver azan. He performed the prayer then he
addressed the people:
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“O mankind! Fear your Guardian-Lord, Who created you
from a single person and created its mate from it, and from
them twain scattered (like seeds) countless men and women;
fear Allah, through Whom ye demand your mutual (rights),
and (be kind to) the wombs (that bore you): for Allah is an
Ever-Watcher over you. ¥ (4: 1) And
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“0 you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to
what (provision) it has sent forth for the Morrow. And fear
Allah: for Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do. *”
(59: 18)

Then the Prophet % said: “Let one of you pay as charity of
what he has, a Dinar, a Dirham, some dnied dates even if a
half of a date. The people started giving what they can afford.
A man from Al-Ansar came with a bundle of money that was
50 heavy he could not carry it. Then the people kept on giving
until 1 saw two piles of food and clothes. I saw the Messenger’s
face beaming as a golden jewel. Then the Prophet # said:
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“He that has initiated a good deed will have its reward and

a reward equal to those who followed him in that without
decreasing theirs by naught. And he that initiated an evil deed

will have its punishment and a punishment equal to those who
followed him in that without decreasing theirs by naught.”]
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Chapter( 20)
About Guiding Others to Doing good Deeds
Allah & said:
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“And let them not turn you (O Muhammad!) away from
(preaching) the revelations of Allah after they have been
revealed to you. Invite (men) to (believe in) your Lord and be
not of those who associate partners with Allah. *" (28: 78)
And
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“0 you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the
Symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month(s), nor of the
animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out
such animals (driven as sacrifices), nor the people resorting to
the Sacred House, seeking of the bounty and good pleasure of
their Lord. But when you abandon the state of Thram you may
hunt, and let not the hatred of some people for (once) shutting
you out of the Sacred Mosque lead you to transgression (and
hostility). Help one another in righteousness and piety, but do
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not help one another in sin and rancor. Fear Allah, for Allah
is strict in punishment .*” (5: 2) And
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“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all

that is good (Islam), enjoining what is just and forbidding
what is unjust. And it is they who are the successful. *”

(3:104).

As to the Hadiths, it is sufficient to mention the following
Hadith.
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131 Sahl ibn Sa'ad « Narrated that he heard the Prophet #
on the day (of the battle) of Khaybar saying: “I will give the
flag to a person at whose hands Allah will grant victory, So,
the companions of the Prophet # got up, wishing eagerly to
see to whom the flag will be given, and each one of them
wished to be given the flag. But the Prophet 4 asked for Ali
. Someone informed him that he was suffering from eye
trouble. So, he ordered them to bring Ali to him. Then the
Prophet # spat in his eyes and his eyes were cured

immediately, as if he had never had any eye trouble. Ali
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said: “We will fight against them until they become like us
(Muslims). The Prophet # said: “Be patient, until you face
them and invite them to Islam and inform them of what Allah
has enjoined upon them. By Allah! If a single person reverts
to Islam at your hands (i.e. through you), that will be better
for you than the red camels.” (Bukhari)

* * #*
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Chapter( 21)
About Cooperation for Noble Ends
Allah % said:
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“O you who believe! Violate not the sanclity of the
Symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month(s), nor of the
animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out
such animals (driven as sacrifices), nor the people resorting to
the Sacred House, seeking of the bounty and good pleasure of
their Lord. But when you abandon the state of [hram you may
hunt, and let not the hatred of some people for (once) shutting
you out of the Sacred Mosque lead you to transgression (and
hostility). Help one another in righteousness and piety, but do
not help one another in sin and rancor. Fear Allah, for Allah
is strict in punishment. *” (5: 2) And
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“By (the Token of) Time (through the Ages) * Verily,
Man 15 1n loss, * Except such as have faith, and do righteous
deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and
of Patience and Constancy *" (103)
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As to the Hadiths, here are a couple.

132 Narrated Zayd ibn Khaled<:: “Allah's Messenger %
said: “He who prepared a Ghazi (a warrior going to fight for
Allah's Cause) 1s (given a reward equal to that of) a Ghazi,
and he who looks after the dependents of a Ghazi is (given a
reward equal to that of a Ghaz1.™” (Bukhari)
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133 Narrated Abu-Musa #:: ‘The Pmphet # said: “An honest
Muslim trustee (storekeeper) who carries out the orders of his
master and pays fully what he has been ordered to give with a
good heart and pays to that person to whom he was ordered to
pay, is regarded as one of the two charitable persons.”
(Bukhari).
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About Giving Advice
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Allah % said:

“The believers are but a single brotherhood, so make
peace and reconciliation between two (disputing/fighting)
brothers, and fear Allah, that you may receive Mercy. *” (49;
10} And
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Telling us about the Messenger of Allah Noah #4, Allah

2% said:
"I but fulfill towards you the duties of my Lord's mission,

sincere is my advice to you, and I know from Allah
something that you know not. *” (7: 62) And

Telling us about the Messenger of Allah Noah %8, Allah
&5 said:
(vhaiet) € el sl o ) el sl
"T but fulfill towards you the duties of my Lord's mission,
[ am to you a sincere and trustworthy adviser. *” (7: 68)

As to the Hadiths, here are some Hadiths explaining this
subject,
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134 Narrated Tameem Al-Dari Allah’'s Messenger 4 said
three times: "The religion is giving advice." He was asked to
whom it should be directed and he replied: "To Allah, His
Book, His Messenger, the leaders, and all the Muslims.”
(Muslim)
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135 Narrated Anas «: “The Prophet 35 said: "None of you
will have faith until he likes for his (Muslim) brother what he
likes for himself.” {(Bukhari)

* * #
Sall Go 4 g ally S Bl YY
Chapter (23)

About Enjoining What is Just and Forbidding What is
Unjust

[Enjoining what 1s just and forbidding what is unjust is
one of the main characteristics of the Muslim nation. It
rescues the whole nation from ruin.

This mission should be carried out in a kind manner, with
people knowing what is just and what is unjust. It should be
carried out in a manner that leads to what is just.

The Messenger of Allah # taught us the way to enjoin
what is just and forbid what is unjust. He # did mention
specifically certain people. He used to say: “What is wrong
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with some people who do such and such.” Examples of this
are the following Hadiths:

l_gleJth} M;‘mdu chm&1wJJL4LHW1H
J:.‘__._.M_mujuﬁmu (H..Jug.n.pmn{_,g nh e [ shd
LA oy (b ksl lly e i)

Narrated Anas ibn Malek 4 ‘The Prophet # said:
“What is wrong with those people who look towards the sky
during the prayer?” His talk grew stern while delivering this
speech and he said: “They should stop (looking towards the
sky during the prayer); otherwise their eyes will be snatched
away.”” {(Bukhari)

When a well-known family stipulated a strange condition
for the emancipation of slaves, the Messenger of Allah #
addressed the people.
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A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her) said that Bareerah
came to seek her help to write a receipt (for a certain sum)
and at that time Bareerah had not paid anything of it. A'isha
said to her: "Go back to your masters, and if they agree, I will
pay the amount of your writing of the receipt and get the right
of Al-wala'a.” Bareerah informed her masters, but they
refused, and said:; "If she (A'isha) is seeking Allah's reward,
then she can do so, but the right of Al-wala'a will be for us.”
Al'isha mentioned that to Allah's Messenger # and he said to
her: “Buy her and free her, as the right of Al-wala'a is for the
emancipator.” Then, Allah's Messenger 28 addressed the
people: “What is wrong with some people who stipulate
conditions that are not present in Allah's Laws? Whoever
imposes a condition that is not imposed by Allah's law, then
those conditions will be invalid, even if such conditions were
stipulated one hundred times. Allah's law is the truth and is
more solid.™

Undoubtedly, when a nation adheres to this virtue, it
attains success in life and in the Hereafter. If it neglects this
virtue, it exposes its people to destruction.

In the book titled "Itmamol Wafa'a Fi Seeratol Kholafa'a,
A Detailed Biography of the Caliphs the author attributes the
victories that the Muslim nation achieved against the Persian
and the Roman Empires to many reasons, among ol which is
he virtue of enjoining what is just and forbidding what is
unjust. We quote here what he wrote,

“Their Caliphs were not cowardly people who would fear
threats. Their commanders were not hypocrites who used to
say what they did not believe. Their nation was one nation,
trifling disputes did not preoccupy them and they did not
abandon enjoining what is right and forbidding what 1s wrong
out of cowardice or fear., Their scholars were not deluded
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with the delights of life, haughtiness, or self-conceit. These
people protected those scholars from envy and spite.

The whole Muslim community adhered to Islam by both
word and deed, fearing no censure from anyone. Therefore, il
is no wonder that they accomplished achievements in such a
short period of time that wealthier and stronger nations could
do in an equal time.’

In conformity with Islam’s laws, no one is above
criticism, not even the ruler. The first words of Abu-Bakr
# upon being chosen as the Caliph were: I have been
nominated as your Caliph, "despite the fact that I am not the
best among you. If you see me judging justly, support me, if
you see me doing otherwise, correct me. Obey me as long as |
obey Allah & If I disobey Allah &, 1 will not be entitled to
your obedience.”

The Caliph never thought that he was higher in degree
than the nation, nor did he think that he had a special right to
the subjects’ property or blood.

For this reason the Muslims saw disobedience of the
Caliph as an abandonment of the religion. This was not due to
elevated position of the Caliph, may Allah forbid. It is known
that the Caliph used to support the weakest one until his need
was fulfilled, out of emulation of the Messenger of Allah #.
Omar % used to have his meals with the poor and the needy
and sit with them for some time'*”

Now, let us study what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in
this concern.]

' This part is taken from the book: "Itmamol Wafa'a Fi Seeratol
Kholafa'a” (A Comprehensive Biography of the Rightly-Guided
Caliphs).
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Allah & said:
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“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all
that is good (Islam), enjoining what is just and forbidding

what is unjust. And it is they who are the successful. *”
(3: 104) And
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“You (true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real
followers of Prophet Muhammad # and his Sunna) are the
best of peoples ever raised up for mankind, you enjoin what 1s
just and forbid what is unjust, and you believe in Allah. Had
the people of the Scripture (the Jews and the Christians)
believed, it would have been better for them. Among them are

some who have faith, but most of them are rebellious. *”
(3: 110) And
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“Show tolerance, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the
fools (i.e. don't punish them). *” (7: 199) And

ggg

A 4050y ) (o saalady BT {3 83l (el S ok
(v 450) €7 Dy 0 3 1 i

“The believers, men and women, are helpers of one
another, they enjoin what is just and forbid what is unjust.

267



Riyadhos-Saliheen {The Meadows of the Rightaous)
(Abridged)

They perform the prayer and give the zakat, and they obey
Allah and His Messenger. Allah will have His Mercy on
them. Surely Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. *” (9: 71) And
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“Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved
were cursed by the tongue of David and Jesus, son of Mary.

That was because they disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers)
and were ever fransgressing beyond bounds. *” (5: 78) And
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“And say: "Truth is from your Lord." Then whosoever
wills, let him believe, and whosoever wills, let him
disbelieve. Verily, We have prepared for the wrong-doers, a
Fire whose walls will be surrounding them (the disbelievers
in the Oneness of Allah). And if they ask for help (relief,
water), they will be granted water like boiling oil, that will
scald their faces. Terrible is the drink, and an evil dwelling
place is theirs)! *” (18: 29) And
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“Therefore, proclaim openly {O Muhammad') that which

you are commanded, and turn away from the polytheists. *”
(15:94) And
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“So, when they forgot what they had been reminded with,
We rescued those who forbade evil, but We seized those who
did wrong with a severe torment because they used to rebel
against Allah's Command. * (7: 165)

The following Hadiths shed light on the subject:
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136 Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer (may Allah be
pleased with them): ‘The Prophet # said: “The example of
the person abiding by Allah's Orders and Restrictions in
comparison to those who violate them is like the example of
those people who drew lots for their seats in a boat. Some of
them got seats in the upper part, and the others in the lower.
When the latter needed water, they had to go up to fetch water
(and that troubled the others), so they said: "Let us make a
hole in our part of the ship (and get water) saving those who
are above us from being troubled. If the people in the upper
part had let the others do what they had intended, all of them
would have perished, but if they had prevented them (from
doing s0) both parties would have been saved.”” (Bukhari)
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137 Narrated Zaynab bint Jahsh (may Allah be pleased
with them): ‘Once, the Prophet came to me in a state of fear
and said: "La ilaha illa Allah. (None has the right to be
worshipped but Allah.) Woe unto the Arabs from a danger
that has come near. An opening has been made in the wall of
Gog and Magog like this,” and he made a circle with his
thumb and index finger. Zaynab said: "O Allah's Messenger!
Shall we be destroyed even though there are the pious men
among us?” He said: "Yes when the evil Fpersons outnumber
the good ones." (Bukhari)

L * *
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Chapter( 24 )

About Severity of Punishment of the One Who Enjoins
What is Just and Practices What is Unjust

Allah & said:
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“Do you enjoin piety and righteousness on people and forget
(to practice it) yourselves, while you recite the Seripture (the
Torah)? Have vou then no sense? *” (2: 43) And
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“O you who believe! Why do you preach what you do not
practice? * (It is) most hateful to Allah that you preach what
you do not practice. *” (61: 2-3)

Telling us about the Messenger of Allah, Sho'ayb, #& who
affirmed that he who preaches a certain principle should
practice it himself, he Noble Koran says:
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“He (Sho'ayb) said: "O my people! Tell me if I have clear
evidence from my Lord and He has given me a good
sustenance from Himsell (shall I corrupt it by mixing it with
the unlawfully earned money). I wish not, in contradiction to
you, to do that which I forbid you. I only desire reform to the

best of my power. And my guidance cannot come except
from Allah, in Him I trust and unto Him I repent. *” {11: 88)

NI BRI FRREX RN R ENIEPT I W VL
i I 08 Y il o g wdd ) ssd Y
w;wm@m SE TRl ‘;Lr. sy d;}dﬁivj
Jalll el (o fou J6 U5 M W JEET Al J gy e
J‘-"ﬂ" % S )5 ‘?)":“11 e 2l LJ’-M' ‘;ﬁl‘ o il “’*"L“H P
ci8 Lol @ls G e Fﬁ rusdsid Gl A G C_qma g
4l ¥ "-*U.J’-"‘ll'*-‘ gA i 1 .)544" o 53 *‘-—U)'-ﬁﬂ-' Ul
g e s 3l gl ;5-1-431 o S,

271



Riyvadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

138 Narrated Abu-Wa'il: ‘Somebody said to Osama: "Will
vou go to so and-so (i.e. Othman) and talk to him (i.e. advise
him regarding ruling the country)?” He said: "You see that I
don't talk to him. Really I talk to (advise) him secretly without
opening a gate (of affliction), for I do not want to be the first to
open 1t (the rebellion), nor will [ say to man who is my ruler that
he 1s the best of all the people after I have heard something from
Allah's Messenger 46, They said: "What have you heard him
saying?” He said: "l have heard him saying: 'A man will be
brought on the Day of Resurrection and thrown in Hellfire, so
that his intestines will come out, and he will go around like a
donkey goes around a stone mill. The people of Hellfire will
gather around him and say: "O so-and-so! What is wrong with
you? Didn't you use to order us what is just and forbid us what
is unjust?” He will reply: “Yes. I used to order you what is just,
but I used to not to do 1t, and [ used to forbid you what is unjust,
and I used to do it myself.”™” (Bukhari})
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Chapter( 25)
About Repaying a Deposit
Allah 2% said:
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“Truly, We did offer Al-Aminah (trust, moral
responsibility, honesty, and all the duties which Allah has
ordained) to the heavens, the earth, and the mountains, but
they declined to bear it and were afraid of 1t (i.e. afraid of

Allah's Torment). But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust (to
himself) and ignorant (of its results). *” (33: 72)
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139Narrated Hozayfa ibnAl-Yaman: ‘The Messenger of
All % gave us two Hadiths. I have seen the first of them and |
am waiting for the second. He said: “Trusteeship (Faith) has
been implanted in the depths of people’s hearts. Then the
Koran was revealed and the people learned from it and from
Sunna.” Then the Messenger of Allah # said about raising
trusteeship (Faith): “A man would sleep and then awake and
trusteeship (Faith) would be pulled out from his heart leaving
a faint trace of it remaining. Then he would sleep and awake
again and trusteeship (Faith) would be pulled out from his
heart and a faint trace of it would remain like a fire brand you
have rolled on your leg.™
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140.Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4
said:"The signs of a hypocrite are three. Whenever he speaks

he lies, whenever he promises he always breaks it, and if you
trust him he proves to be disloyal.™ (Termizi)
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About the Forbiddance of Oppression
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[ am referring here to the verses (1-6) of the Qur’anic
chapter entitled Al-Motaffifeen (those who give less in measure
and weight) because some people look down this sin. They say
that it is a trifling thing that can be tolerated. They lie, for
justice on the Day of Judgment will be the true justice. On that
Day, even a hornless ewe will be requited from the horned one,
so you should consider the matter seriously. This is what is
implicitly understood from the concluding verses (38-40) of the
chapter titled An-Naba’, (The Serious News). Allah & says

“The Day when Al-Rooh (Gabriel # or another angel) and
the angels will stand forth 1n rows they will not speak, except
him whom the Most Gracious (Allah) allows (to speak), and he
will speak what is right. * That 1s without doubt the True Day.
So, whosoever wills, let him seek a place with (or a way to) His
Lord (by obeying Him in this worldly life)! * Verily, We have
warned you of a near torment - the Day when man will see that
(the deeds) which his hands have sent forth, and the disbeliever
will say: "Woe to me! Would that [ was dust! *"
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Explaining these verses, Abdullah ibn Amr said: *On the
Day of Judgment the earth will be stretched and the beasts
will be mustered. Then, the retribution between the beasts
will start and the horned ewe will be requited for the hornless

one. When this is done, Allah 2 will say to them: “Be dust.”
At that time the unbeliever will wish that he had been dust.’

The following Hadith confirm this opinion:
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: “The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
“You will give back the due rights to their rightful owners
until the hormed ewe is retaliated by the hornless one.™
(Termizi)
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“Verily, indeed, in this is a reminder for him who has a
heart or gives ear while he 1s heedful. *” (50: 37)
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“Woe to Al-Motaffifeen (those who give less in measure
and weight), * Those who when they have to receive by
measure from men demand full measure, And when they have
to give by measure or weight to (other) men give less than is
due. * Do they not think that they will be resurrected (for
reckoning) * On a Great Day, * The Day when (all) mankind
will stand before the Lord of all that exists? *” (83: 1-6)
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The Messenger of Allah 48 said: “Allah said: ‘O My
servants! [ did forbid injustice to Myself, and made it
forbidden among you, so do not do wrong to one another. O
My servants! All of you are misguided except whom I guide,
so ask Me guidance that I would guide you. O My servants!
All of you are hungry except whom I fed, so ask Me to feed
you that I would feed you. O My servants! All of you are
naked except whom I clothed, so ask Me to clothe you that I
would clothe you. O My servants! You have sins by night and
day and I forgive all sins, so ask Me to forgive your sins that [
would forgive you. O My servants! You shall never reach
harming Me and you will never harm Me and you shall never
reach benefiting Me and you will never benefit Me. O My
servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans of
you, and the jinn of you were having the most pious heart of
one of you, this shall never increase aught in My Kingdom. O
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans
of you, and the jinn of you were having the most evil heart of
one of you, this shall never decrease aught in My Kingdom. O
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans
of you and the jinn of you were to gather in one plain and each
one asked Me his request and I gave“cach one of you what he
has asked, this does not decrease My Kingdom except what the
needle takes if it was inserted in the sea.”” (Muslim)
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“And warn them (O Muhammad!) of the Day that is
drawing near (i.e. the Day of Resurrection), when the hearts
will be choking the throats, and they can neither return them
(hearts) to their chests nor can they throw them out. There
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will be no friend or intercessor for the wrongdoers (the
polytheists and unbelievers) who could be given heed to. *”
(40: 18) And
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“And they worship besides Allah others for which Allah
3% has sent down no authority, and of which they have no
knowledge, and for the wrong-doers (the polytheists and
disbelievers) in the Oneness of Allah) there is no helper. *”
(22:71)
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141. Abu-Salama narrated that there was a dispute
between him and some people (about a piece of land). When
he told A'isha about it, she said: "O Abu-Salama! Avoid
taking the land unjustly, for the Prophet % said: "Whoever
usurps even a hand span of somebody’s land, his neck will be
encircled with the seven earths." (Bukhari)

S G ik e G o D e Sl W (8 S S -y 6
0 3 2 D O T e ol o S o 2 i G 4D
OB tam Al 55 W Ll el i 25 30 06 (i ) J
e o e oAl 225550 G o e ) i e o

sda il * 0 AL G i fala i Cui 13

279



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

142, Narrated Ibn Abbas : *“When the Messenger of Allah
4 sent Mo'az ibn Jabal to Yemen he said to him: “And fear
the oppressed one’s invocation to Allah, for there is no screen
between it and Allahs.” (Termizi)

Selad Slle Jtd 5 i) gy SPRS W R JUNIRREL L
PSRN IR PSR ;aum-. e g D LJ.J.ld..u
AFA TR PR RERN AT E2 o &icﬁgﬁ:ﬁ‘ﬁ A
AREUY RV T A el a3l 50 oo % & Oy
Iy {,ﬂmwmdjmuubmmuummgmu 3

um;:gﬂk}!\f‘dﬂk_gd‘g_ldm )j:l.ﬁﬂﬂ‘j@‘ﬂ—“d‘.g_’lm_glﬂ ‘ggﬁ.u,ﬁ
‘mujaumﬂﬂwwmgwgmteesﬂdﬂw oty Sand
EIEE QA IPRARG -4 t_é]i;,;;“m;}ajﬁ;m;ﬁ_’qu_sq
5y ?!%fmd;u,.:g,m:g&uﬁd@@iﬁ:ﬁﬁ&géﬁiﬁﬁﬁ

A anal Gk i ) Dkl

143, Narrated Abu-Homayd Al-Sa'adi «: ‘Allah's
Messenger # employed an employee (to collect Zakat). The
employee returned after completing his job and said: "O
Allah's Messenger! This (the amount of Zakat) is for you, and
this (the other amount) was given to me as a present.” The
Prophet # said to him: "Why didn't you stay at your father's
or mother's house and see if you would be given presents or
not?" Then Allah's Messenger 4 got up in the evening after
the prayer, and having testified that La illaha illa Allah
_(None has the right to be worshipped but Allah) and praised
and glonfied Allah 3% as He deserved, he said: "Now! What
about an employee whom we employ and then he comes and
says: 'This amount (of Zakat) is for you and this (amount)
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was given to me as a present.’ Why didn't he stay at the house
of his father and mother to see if he would be given presents
or not? By Him in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, none of
you will steal anything of it (Zakat), but he will bring it forth,
carrying it over his neck on the Day of Resurrection. If it was
a camel, he will bring it {(over his neck) and it will be
grunting; and if it was a sheep, he will bring it (over his neck)
and it will be bleating." The Prophet # added: "I have
conveyed (Allah's Message to you)." Abu-Homayd said:
‘Then Allah's Messenger # raised his hands so high that we
saw the whiteness of his armpits."” (Bukhari)
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144. Narrated Abu-Huraira «£: ‘Allah's Messenger 3£ said:
"Whoever has oppressed another person concerning his
reputation or anything else, he should beg him to forgive him
before the Day of Resurrection when there will be no money
(to compensate for wrong deeds), but if he has good deeds,
those good deeds will be taken from him proportionally to the
oppression that he has done, and if he has no good deeds, the

sins of the oppressed person will be added to his record.™
(Bukhari)
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145. Narrated Abu-Bakra «&: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “Time
has taken the original shape that it had when Allah created the
heavens and the earth. The year has twelve months, four of
which are inviolable, and out of these three months are in
succession, L.e. Zol-Qa'ada, Zol-Hijja and Al- Moharram, and
the fourth is the month of Rajab which is named after the
Modhar tribe, between (the month of) Jomada the Second
and Sha'aban.” Then the Prophet # asked: “Which month is
this? We said: “Allah and His Messenger # know best.” At
that the Prophet 3 kept silent so long that we thought that he
might give it another name. Then the Prophet 4 said: “Isn't it
the month of Zol-Hijja?” We replied: "Yes.” Then he said:
“Which town is this?” We replied: "Allah and His Messenger
# know best.” At that he kept silent so long that we thought
that he might give it another name. Then, he said: “Isn't it the
town of Mecca?” We replied: “Yes.” Then he said: “Which
day is today?” We replied: "Allah and His Messenger %
know best.” He kept silent so long that we thought that he
might give it another name. Then he said: “Isn'l it the day of
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Al-Nahr (the day of offering sacrifices)?” We replied: "Yes.”
He said: “So your blood, your property, and your honor are
all inviolable to one another like the inviolability of this day
of yours, in this town of yours, in this month of yours, and
surely, you will meet your Lord, and He will ask you about
your deeds. Beware! Do not become like those who went
astray (as non-believers) afier me, cutting the necks of one
another. It is incumbent on those who are present to convey
this message (of mine) to those who are absent. May be that
some of those to whom it will be conveyed might
comprehend (what I have said) better than those present.” The
Prophet #% then added twice: “No doubt! Haven't I conveyed
(Allah's Message) to you?"’ (Bukhari)
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Chapter: (27)
About the Inviolability of the Muslims® Honors
and Treating Them Kindly
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Allah &5 said :

“Thus, the prescribed rituals of Hajj are an obligation that
mankind owes to Allah, and whoever honors the sacred things
of Allah, then that is better for him with his Lord. The cattle
are lawful to you, except those (that will be) mentioned to
you (as exceptions). So shun the abomination {worshipping)
of idol and shun lying speech (false statements). * (22: 30)
And
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“Thus, it 1s (what has been mentioned in the Verses
above [28-31] is an obligation that mankind owes to Allah)
and whosoever honors the rituals imposed by Allah, then it
1s truly a sign of piety of the hearts. *” (22" 32) And
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“Stretch not your sight ambitiously to what We have
bestowed on certain classes of them (the dishelievers), nor

grieve over them, And lower your wings for the believers (be
courteous to the fellow-believers). *7 (15: 88) And
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“Because of that We ordained for the Children of Israel

that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder or
(and) to spread mischief in the land, it would be as if he has
killed all mankind; and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if
he saved the life of all mankind. And indeed, there came to them
Our Messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and signs, even
then after that many of them continued to exceed the limits(e.g. by

committing oppression unjustly and exceeding beyond the limits
set by Allah by committing the major sing) in the land! * (5: 32)

284



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

As to the Hadiths, please read these:
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146. Narrated Abu-Musa «&: ‘The Prophet # said: “A
faithful believer to a faithful believer is like the bricks of a
wall, reinforcing each other. While (saying that) the
Prophet # clasped his hands, by interlocking his fingers.™
(Bukhari)
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147. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar: ‘Allah’'s Messenger
4 said: “A Muslim is the brother of another Muslim, so he
should not oppress him nor should he hand him over to an
oppressor. Whoever fulfills the needs of his brother, Allah
will fulfill his needs; whoever brings his (Muslim) brother
out of discomfort, Allah will bring him out of the
discomforts of the Day of Resurrection, and whoever veils
the defects of a Muslim, Allah will screen his defects on
the Day of Resurrection.” (Bukhari)
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148. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘Allah's Messengeri
said: "A Muslim has six duties towards another Muslim:
when you meet him greet him, when he invites you accept
his invitation, when he asks your advice give it to him,
when he sneezes and praises Allah say to him: 'May Allah
have mercy on you,' when he is ill visit him, and when he
dies follow his funeral procession." (Muslim)

& i *

Crpalusall & joe A A L YA
Chapter:( 28 )
About Veiling the Defects of the Muslims

[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his
book entitled ‘lhya'a’ Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the
Religious Sciences)’.

Below is a quotation from this work, hoping that it will
benefit the reader on this topic.

The Twelfth Evil: Revealing confidential talk

This 13 forbidden because it hurts friends and relatives.
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Narrated Jaber : ‘The Prophet 3% said: “If you told
something to a man in confidence, it is a trust.”

Al-Hasan said: ‘It is a type of betrayal to reveal your
brother’s confidential words.’
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It was narrated that Mu'aweya told Al-Waleed ibn Otba
some matter confidentially. Al-Waleed said to his father: "O
father! The commander of the faithful told me something
confidentially, that 1 guess he would not withhold from you!™
His father said to him: "Do not tell it to me, because he that
withholds his secret has a great choice. And he that reveals it,
has lost a great opportunity,” Al Waleed said to his father: "O
father! Is this applied to the father and the son?" He said: "No.
But I dislike that you speak uncontrollably regarding a
confidential talk.” When Al-Waleed told Mu'aweya, he said to
him: "Your father has freed you from slavery to wrong
doing.”

Thus, revealing secrets is a betrayal if it comprises harm
and a form of cheating if it does not comprise harm. Here are
some words on the same subject.

One of the names of the Day of Judgment is Yawm Al
Jam'a (the Day of Gathering) when Allah & will muster all
creatures in a very wide valley. The sons of Adam, from
Adam to the last of humankind who would be living at the
time of establishing the Hour, will assemble in that valley
naked, bare footed, and uncircumcised. Each one will be
caring for own his affairs only. He will never think about his
parents, children, family, etc. His are will be only for his
own affair. Nothing will detract him from his affairs.

The Noble Koran and Sunna portray the terror on that Day
in many ways that man would take a lesson. Each one’s
supplication on that Day will be for “my own self,” even those
of the Prophets and the Messengers. Veiling one’s defects on
that Day will be the dearest hope to any one. Although this
seems inaccessible, it can be easily attained, it can be
achieved through veiling other Muslims’ defects in this life,
as stated by the authentic Sunna of the Messenger of Allahz.
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Before going to the Verses and Hadiths compiled by Imam
Al-Nawaw1, let me mention to you some verses and Hadiths
that portray the terror of the Day.
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Allah 2% said:

“Then, when there comes As-Saidkhkhah' (the second

blowing of Trumpet on the Day of Resurrection), * That Day
a man shall flee from his brother, * From his mother and his
father, * From his wife and his children. * Everyman that Day
will have enough to make him careless of others. * Some
faces that Day will be bright (true believers of Islamic
Monotheism, * Laughing, rejoicing at good news (of
Paradise). * And other faces, that Day, will be dust-stained, *
Darkness will cover them * Such will be Al-Kafara (the
disbelievers in Allah, in His Oneness, and in His Messenger
Muhammad #, etc.), and Al-Fajara (the wicked evil doers).
*(80: 33-42)

The Hadiths:

Narrated Ibn Abbas : ‘“The Messenger of Allah # said:
“The people will be gathered naked, bare-footed, and

" According to the rules of Qur'anic recitation the word ‘As-
Saaakhkhah' should be prolonged six Harakahs (counts). A

Harakah (a count) is the time taken in bending the finger and

stretching it. For this reason, the word is written with 3 & letters
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uncircumeised, in the same state they were born.”” Ibn Abbas
said: “Then the Messenger of Allah 42 recited the verse:
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“The Day when We will roll up the heavens like a scroll
is rolled up for books (completed), even as We produced
the first creation, so We shall produce a new one, a promise
We have undertaken. Truly, We shall fulfill it (what we
promised). *” (21: 104) The first to be clothed will be
Abraham #2. Then, some of my companions will be taken
to the right side and to the left side. I will say: “O Lord! My
companions?" He will say: *You do not know what they

have innovated after you. They turned to their heels since
you parted from them.”
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"If You punish them, they are Your servants and if You
forgive them, You are the Exalted in power, the Wise® *"

S: 5-118. (Termithi). And
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Narrated Al Mogheerah bin Sho’bah; ‘The Messenger of
Allah 4 said: “The believer’s motto (invocation) on As -Siraat 1s
O Allah! Render us safe. O Allah! Render us safe.” (Termithi).

Thus, we should be on guard whenever Satan insinuates
us to defame others by mentioning their defects. The
Messenger of Allah warns us against this in his Hadeeth:

? Imam An-Nawawi said; ‘The scholars have different opinions
about this Hadeeth. Some say that the meant here are the
hypocrites and the apostates. They may be gathered with white
foreheads and anklets, thus, the Messenger of Allah 4 will call at
them. It will be said to him; ‘These people have innovated in the
religion of Allah #5. The second opinion is that they are those who
were Muslims during the life of the Prophet # and apostatized
after his death. The Messenger of Allah 3 will call at them per his
knowledge about their previous state of Islam, and it will be said to
him that they have apostatized after your death. The third opinion
is that they are those who committed the major sins and the
innovators (whose innovation did not take them out of Islam) who
died without repentance.
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Narrated Ibn Omar; ‘The Messenger of Allah % mounted
the pulpit and addressed the people in high tone: “You
assemble of those who believed merely by the tongue and in
whose heats faith has not been instilled! Do not hurt the
Muslims. Do not defame them. And do not find fault with them.
For, he who finds faults with his Muslim brother, Allah &

would expose him even if in the deepest and the darkest place in
his house.”

Naafi’ one of the narrators said; ‘One day, Ibn ‘Omar
looked at Al Ka'bah and said; ‘How inviolable you are! And
the believer is greater as regards inviolability in Allah’s sight
than you are.’
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“Verily, those who like that Al Faahishah® should be
propagated among those who believe, they will have a painful

torment in this world and in the Hereafter. And Allah knows
and you know not *” §: 24-19,
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149, Narrated Abu-Huraira & ‘I heard Allah's
Messenger # saying: "The sins of my followers will be
forgiven, except those of the Mojahiroon (those people who
tell people about their evil deeds, that the people had not
known about previously). An example of such a disclosure
1s 1f a person commits a sin at night and Allah 3 screens it
from people. Then, he comes in the morning and say; 'O so-
and-so! I did such-and-such (evil) decd last night,' although
he had spent his night screened by his Lord (none knew
anything about such sins). In the morning he removes
Allah's screen from himself." (Bukhari)

* Al Faahishah comprises each improper and indecent act.
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Chapter: (29)
About Satisfying Muslims®* Needs
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“O you who have believe! Bow down, and prostrate

yourselves, and worship your Lord and do good that you may
be successful. *” (22: 77) And
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“They ask you (O Muhammad!} what they should spend.
Say: “Whatever you spend of good must be for the parents,
the kindred, the orphans, the needy, and the wayfarers. And
whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well. *”
(2: 215)
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150. Narrated Ibn Omar: The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
“The Muslims are brothers. A Muslim should not treat his
Muslim brother unjustly or forsake him. He that helps his
brother achieve his end, Allah will be in support of him. He
that alleviates a distress from a believer, Allah will alleviate a
distress from him on the Day of Judgment. And he that veils a
Muslim, Allah would veil his misdeeds in the Hereafter.”
(At-Termizi)
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151. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4
said: “He that relieved his brother from a worldly distress
Allah 35 will relieve him from distress in the Hereafter, he
that veiled a defect of a Muslim® Allah 2& will veil him in life

*Veiling a Muslim's defects as ordered in this Hadith is confined to
the defects of those who are not known to be committing such
acts of disobedience or sins. As to those known to be committing
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and in the Hereafter, and he that eased (the state of) an
insolvent (brother) Allah would ease (his state) in life and in
the Hereafter’. Allah 3 will support him that supports his

brother. He that took a way searching for knowledge Allah
will facilitate a way to Paradise for him. There is no group of
people who sit in a mosque reciting Allah’s Book And
studying it among themselves except that tranquility will
descend on them, mercy will overshadow them, and the ngels
will encircle them. And he whose deed caused him to lag

behind his affinity will not bring him forward®.”

such acts of disobedience, it is recommended to report this to the
ruler, as long as this would not lead to an even more dangerous
problem, as veiling defects in such cases leads to more problems.

* He that gives a period of grace for prepayment or exempted a
debtor from his debt, regardless of whether the debtor is a
believer or an unbeliever, Allah 2 will ease each difficult matter for
him.

® As to the role of one's affinity, this is confined to the life in this
world only, where authority and social status have very important
roles. As to Allah %, no one can draw near to Him, except through
righteous deeds and piety. This is confirmed through the Noble
Koran and Sunna. The Noble Koran says:

“0O mankind! We have created you from a single (pair) of a male
and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you
would know each other (that you would cooperate with each other
not that one of you would despise the other). Verily the most
honored among you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous.
And Allah has full Knowledge and knows well what you do. *"

Narrated Abu-Huraira: 'When Allah revealed the Verse: "“And
admonish your nearest kinsmen, ** Allah's Messenger 3
addressed his kinsmen: "O Qorayshi people (or he said similar
words)! Buy (i.e. save) yourselves (from the Hellfire) as | cannot
save you from Allah's punishment. O Bano Abd-Manaf! | cannot
save you from Allah's punishment. O Abbas ibn Abdul-Mottalib! |
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cannot save you from Allah's punishment. O Safiyya, the paternal
aunt of Allah's Messenger! | cannot save you from Allah's
punishment. O Fatima bint Muhammad! Ask me anything from my
wealth, but | cannot save you from Allah's punishment.”

A proof of this is that most of the people of knowledge from the
rightecus predecessors were not from the nobility, most of them
were freed slaves. For this reason the Messenger of Allah 4 said.
‘Indeed, Allah # raises some pecople through this religion and
lower others’ ranks.”

Ibn Al-Salah said: 'Al-Zohri said: "l came to Abdul-Malek ibn
Marwan who asked: "Where have you come from Zohri?’ | said:
‘From Mecca.' He said: "Who is their governor?' | said;: “Ata'a’ ibn
Rabah.' He said. ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?’ |
said: 'From the freed slaves.’ He said: 'How does he rule them?' |
said; 'He rules them through the religion and Al-Riwaya.' He said:
‘Verily, the people of religion and Al-Riwaya (people of Hadith
science and jurisprudence) are worthy to rule.” He said: "Who is
the governor of Yemen?' | said: ‘Tawos ibn Kaysan.” He said: 'ls
he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?’ | said: 'From the
freed slaves.’ He said: 'How does he rule over them?’ | said: ‘He
rules over them in the same way 'Ata'a’ has ruled.’ He said:
“Verily, it behooves them." He said: 'Who is the governor of
Egypt?' | said: 'Yazeed ibn Abu-Habib." He said: ‘Is he from the
Arabs or from the freed slaves?' | said: ‘'From the freed slaves.’ He
said: 'Who is the governor of Greater Syria?' | said: Makhool." He
said: ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?' | said. 'From
the freed slaves. He is a Mubian slave that a woman from the
Hozayl tribe emancipated.” He said: 'Who is the governor of the
Arabian Peninsula?’ | said: ‘Maymoon ibn Mahran.” He said. ‘Is he
from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?” | said: 'From the freed
slaves.' He said: ‘Who is the governor of Khorasan?' | said: 'Al-
Dahhak ibn Mozahim." He said: ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the
freed slaves?’ | said: 'From the freed slaves.’ He said: "Who is the
governor of Al-Basra?’ | said: 'Al-Hasan ibn Abul-Hasan.’ He said:
‘Is he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?' | said: ‘From the
freed slaves.' He said: "Who is the governor of Kufa?' | said:
‘Ibraheem Al-Makhe'e ." He said: ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the
freed slaves?' | said: 'From the Arabs.” He said: "Woe to you Zohri!
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Chapter( 30)
About Interceding for Others
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Allah 3 said:

“Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the
reward thereof, and whosoever intercedes for an evil cause
will have a share in its burden. And Allah is All-Witness to)
everything. ¥ (4: 85)
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152, Narrated Abu-Musa Al-Asha'ari: "The Prophet #
said: “Intercede that you would be rewarded and Allah &
decrees whatever He wills on His Prophet’s tongue.”

You have released me. By Allah, the freed slaves would rule over
the Arabs that the preachers pray unto Allah for them on the
pulpits.' Al-Zohri said: 'O commander of the faithful! It is the
religion of Allah 45 that raises those who guard it and lower those
who abandon it."™
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Chapter( 31)
About Making Peace among People
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“There 1s no good in most of their secret talk save (in) him
who orders giving in charity for Allah's Cause, or for
enjoining what is just or making peace between people, and

he who does this, seeking the good Pleasure of Allah, We
shall give him a great reward. *” (4: 114) And
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“And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her
husband'’s part, there is no sin on them if they make terms of
peace between themselves; and making peace is better. And
the human inner-selves are swayed by greed. But if you do

good and keep away from evil, verily, Allah is Ever Well-
Acquainted with what you do. *” (4: 128) And
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“They ask you (O Muhammad!) about the spoils of war.

Say: "The spoils are for Allah and the Messenger." So fear
Allah and adjust all matters of difference among you, and

obey Allah and His Messenger if you are believers. *” (8: 1)
And
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“The believers are but a single brotherhood, so make peace
and reconciliation between two (disputing/fighting) brothers. And
fear Allah, that you may receive Mercy.*” (49: 10 )
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153. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah’s Messenger 4 said:
"One should give in charity for every joint of the human body
(as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun rises. To
judge justly between two people is regarded as giving in
charity; and to help a man concerning his mount, by helping
him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also
regarded as giving in charity; to say a good word is also
giving in charity; every step taken on one's way to offer the
compulsory prayer (in the mosque) is also giving in charity;
and to remove a harmful thing from the pathway is also
giving in charity." (Bukhari)
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154. Narrated Asma'a bint Yazeed: “The Messenger of
Allah # said: “Lying is permissible as regards three affairs: a
husband talking to his wife to please her, a warrior in regards

to matter concerning war, and a man (mediator) trying to
reconcile between people.”
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155. Ka'ab ibn Malek < narrated that he asked for
repayment of a debt that was owed to him by Ibn Abu-Hadrad in
the mosque. Their voices grew louder. Allah's Messenger &
heard them while he was in his house. So he came to them
raising the curtain of his room and said: “O Ka'ab!” I replied:
“Labbayk, (I am at your disposal) Allah's Messenger!” He
said: “O Ka'ab! Reduce your debt (to one half, gesturing
with his hand.)” I said: "O Allah's Messenger! I have done

s0.” Then Allah's Messenger # said (to Ibn Abu-Hadrad):
“Get up and pay the debt to him.”” (Bukhari)
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Chapter:( 32)
About the Supremacy of the Weak Muslims
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“(O Muhammad!) adhere yoursell patiently with those
who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who remember
their Lord with glorification, praising in prayers, and other
righteous deeds) morning and afternoon seeking His Face;
and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and
glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him whose heart
We have made heedless of Qur Remembrance, and who

follows his own lusts, and whose affair (deeds) has been lost.
¥ (18:28)
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156. Narrated Haritha ibn Wahb Al-Khozae'e #: ‘[ heard
the Prophet # saying: "May 1 tell you of the people of
Paradise? (They include) every weak, poor, and obscure
person looked down upon by the people. If such a person
takes an oath that Allah 3% would do anything, his oath would
be fulfilled by Allah #&. And may I inform you about the

people of the Hellfire? They are all those violent, arrogant,
and stubborn people."” (Bukhari)
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157. Narrated Sahl & : ‘A wealthy man passed by Allah's
Messenger % and Allah's Messenger asked (his companions):
“What do you say about this (man)?” They replied: "If he
asks for a lady's hand, he ought to be given her in marriage;
and if he intercedes (for someone) his intercession would be
accepted; and if he speaks, he would be listened to.” Allah's
Messenger # kept silent, and then a poor man from among
the Muslims passed by, and Allah's Messenger # asked:
“What do you say about this man?” They replied: ‘If he asks
for a lady's hand in marriage, no one would accept him; and if
he intercedes (for someone), his intercession would not be
accepted; and if he speaks, he would not be listened to.
“Allah’s Messenger # said: “This poor man is better than so
many of the first as to fill the earth.”” (Bukhari)
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158. Abu-Huraira « narrated the story of the woman
who used to sweep the mosque. He said that the Prophet 3£
asked about her and they (the companions) told him that
she had died. The Messenger of Allah # then said: “Why
did you not inform me?” Abu-Huraira # said that it
appeared as if they had treated her as of little importance.
The Messenger of Allah # said: “Show me her grave.”
They did as he requested and the Prophet % performed the
funeral prayer for her.

The version of Imam Muslim has the following words:
‘And the Messenger of Allah 4 then said: “These graves are
full of darkness for their occupants, but Allah will illuminate
them for their dwellers because of my prayer for them.”
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159, Narrated Abu-Huraira «<: 'The Prophet # said:
“None spoke in the cradle but three: (The first was) Jesus,
(the second was a child of Bano lsrael whose story is as
follows): There was a man from Bano Israel called Jorayj.
While he was offering the prayer, his mother came and called
him. He said (to himself): 'Shall I answer her or keep on
praying?' (He went on praying and did not answer her.) His
mother prayed: 'O Allah! Do not let him die until he sees the
faces of the prostitutes.' So, while he was in his hermitage, a
lady came and sought to seduce him, but he refused her. So
she went to a shepherd and gave herself to him and later she
gave birth to a child and claiming that it belonged to Jorayj.
The people, came to him and dismantled his hermitage,
threw him out of it, and abused him. Jorayj performed
ablution and offered a prayer, and then went to the child and
said: 'O child! Who is your father? The child replied: 'The
shepherd.' (After hearing this) the people said: "We shall
rebuild your hermitage with gold.' He said: 'No. It should be
built with nothing but mud.’

(The third was the hero of the following story): A lady
from Bano Israel was nursing her child at her breast when a
handsome rider passed by her. She said: 'O Allah! Make my
child like him." At that the child left her breast, and facing the
horseman, he said: 'O Allah! Do not make me like him.' The
child then started sucking her breast again.” Abu -Huraira further
said: ‘It is as if [ were now looking at the Prophet # sucking his
finger (by way of demonstration). (The Prophet % continued):
“After a while they (some people) passed by with a lady -slave
and she (1.e. the child's mother) said: 'O Allah! Do not make my
child like this (slave-girl}!" At that the child left her breast and
said: 'O Allah! Make me like her.' When she (the mother) asked:
“Why?" The child replied: "The horseman is one of the tyrants
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while this slave-girl is falsely accused of theft and illegal
sexual intercourse. yet she has not done either.! (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 33 )
About Treatmg the Orphans kindly
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Verse number 1 reminds people of their brotherhood.
They are the sons of one man Adam, and it reminds them
of Allah’s Ability and observance over them.

Verse number 2 imposes the rules of managing the
orphans’ wealth. It forbids devouring their wealth illegally
by using crookedness. This is a major sin.

Verse number 3 imposes that the female orphan should
be given her dowry like their equals. The fact that she is an
orphan has no role in this regard.

Verse number 4 imposes the rule that women should be
given their dowry as a pure right for themselves. This
applies to the female orphans.

Verse number 5 imposes the rule that orphans should be
supported fairly. It pays attention to clothing them
elegantly and speaking kind words to them. Then, it orders
that the orphan’s wealth should be invested honestly and
efficiently, it should not be left until the giving of zakat had
consumed it.

Verse number 6 imposes the rule that orphan should be
taught and trained. Them having reached marriageable age
is not the only criterion to be used for handing their
property over to them. Their guardians should also be
assured of their ability to judge matters in a discerning
manner. The verse forbids wasting their wealth through any
crooked way. It directs rich guardians not to take any
compensation for their noble mission, but poor guardians
are permitted to take a just and fair compensation. This
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explicitly shows that a guardian should be fair and just, and
it is not a condition that he should be rich. When the
orphans reach the marriageable age and have sound
judgment, they should be presented to the society as new
effective members, through having witnesses to the
handing over of their properties to them. The verse reminds
people of Allah’s Ability in reckoning them.

Verse number 7 imposes the right of inheritance to
males and the females. This applies with even more reason
to the orphans.

Verse number 8 recommends that a portion of the
inheritance be given to some relatives who do not inherit, it
also gives the orphans the same right.

Verse number 9 sentimentally addresses the guardians
to consider orphans as their own sons, it warns them that,
had Allah & willed, their own children would have met the
same end (and become orphans). Thus, they should praise
Allah #& and show thankfulness to Him through treating
orphans in the best and the most virtuous manner .

Verse number 10 warns mankind against devouring
orphans’ wealth, for this is similar to devouring a blazing
fire in one’s belly.

Allah & said:
ATy peile 5 Wy e I 4 B L e B8V B
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“Do not long ambitiously for what We have bestowed
on certain classes of them (the disbelievers), nor grieve
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over them. And lower your wings for the believers (be
courteous to the fellow-believers). *” (15: 88) And
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“And keep yourself patiently (O Muhammad!) with
those who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who
remember their Lord with glorification, praising in prayer,
and other righteous deeds) morning and afternoon, seeking
His Face; and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the
pomp and glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him
whose heart We have made heedless of Our Remembrance,
and who follows his own whims, and whose affair (deeds)
has been lost. * ” (18: 28) And

(1ot ) (3 ) 36 I T (3) e D6 i G B

“Therefore, treat not the orphan unfairly * And repulse
not the beggar. *” (93: 9-10) And

L;E: 2 y=ad W {r};,ﬂiji & ;’g.ﬁl Al (V) :_.f‘\l:} g3 e B
(Y- gl ) ] (7) LHS..M.H I.L}:h
“Have you seen him who denies the Day Recompense?

* That 1s he who repulses the orphan (harshly), * And
urges not on the feeding of the needy. *” (107: 1-3)
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160. Narrated Mu'aweya < ‘I heard Allah's Messenger
4 saying: "If Allah wants to do good to a person, He makes
him comprehend the religion (the understanding of the
meanings of the Koran and the Sunna (legal ways) of the
Prophet 4g). I am just a distributor, but the grant is from
Allah 3&. Remember! This nation (a group of the true
Muslims) will keep on following Allah's teachings strictly
and they will not be harmed by any one going on a
different path until Allah's order (Day of Judgment) is
established."” (Bukhari)
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161. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘The Prophet 45 said: “A poor
person is not the one for whom a date or two or a morsel or two
(of food) is sufficient, but the poor person is he who does
not (beg or) ask the people (for something) or show his
poverty at all. Recite if you wish, (Allah's Statement):

“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land
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(for trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks
that they are rich because of their modesty. You may know
them by their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And
whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. **
(2: 273)

4 % #

pladly Ao gll A ol — Y
Chapter( 34 )
About Treating Women Kindly
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162. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: “The Prophet # said:
"The one who looks after a widow or a poor person is like a
warrior who fights for Allah's Cause, or like him who

offers prayer all the night and observes fasting all the day.”
(Bukhari)
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Allah & said:

“O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit
women against their will; and you should not treat them
with harshness, that you may take away part of the dowry
you have given them, unless they commit Fahishatin
Mobayyina (improper behavior). And live with them
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honorably. If you dislike them, it may be that you dislike a
thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good. *”
(4: 19)
e 6L (i by i ) il ) 25,380 iy )
(7Y elall)
“ ..they (women) have taken from you a solemn
covenant. *” (4: 21)
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163 Narrated Abu-Huraira «s: ‘The prophet # said:
"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should not
hurt (trouble) his neighbor. And I command you to take
care of the women in a good manner, for they are created
from a rib, and the most crooked portion of the rib is its
upper part, if you fry to straighten it you will break it, and 1f

you leave it it will remain crooked. So I commend you to
take care of the woman in a good manner." (Bukhari)
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164, Abdullah ibn Zama'a 4 said that he had heard the
Prophet 4z delivering a speech, and he mentioned a camel and
the onc who had slain it. Allah's Messenger # quoted:
“When the most wicked man among them went forth (to kill
the camel)... *” (91: 12) Then, he said: “(That man must have
been) a tough man, whose equal was rare, who enjoyed the
protection of his people like Abu-Zama'a. He went forth to
(kill) 1t.™ Abu-Zama'a added: *The Prophet #  then
mentioned about women and said: “It is not wise for anyone
of you to lash out at his wife like a slave, for he might sleep
with her the same evening. Then he advised them not to laugh

when somebody breaks wind, and said: “Why should
anybody laugh at what he himself does? (Bukhart)
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165. Narrated Solayman ibn Amr ibn Al-Ahwas: ‘My
father narrated to me that he had attended Hajjat Al-Wada'a
(the Farewell Hajj) with the Messenger of Allah # who
delivered a speech. He praised Allah His due praise,
admonished the people, and mentioned a story, then he
said: “Behold! Be kind to women for they are as captives
under your protection, and you do not possess anything
other than that except they bring forth a manifest wrong
deed. If they did so, separate from them in the bed and hit
them lightly. If they obey you, do not transgress. Indeed,
you have rights on your women and they also have rights
on you. As to your rights on them, they are not permitted to
admit anyone you dislike to your houses. As to their rights
on you, it is for you to treat them kindly and moderately as
regards their clothing and food.”
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Chapter ( 35)
About the Husband’s Right on His Wife
o ] Uy i e i 1 b iy oLl o (358 OB
_,ng@d:wj A0 Jada o AT T il e Ll H.n_,,,1

A5 W eSa-H ulﬂ T 53 sl .:_u‘-ml‘ & Pl uﬁ#—‘- )y
(re o) 4 U,J,_;sghuﬁsm 11,“@14-.

313



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

Allah 3% said:

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and
because they spend (to support them) from their means.
Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to
Allah and to their husbands), and guard in the husband's
absence what Allah orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity,
their husband's property). As to those women on whose part
you see ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (next), refuse to
share their beds, (and last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful);
but if they return to obedience, seek not against them means
(of annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great.
7 (4: 34)
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166. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said:
“If a husband calls his wife to his bed (i.e. to have sexual
relations) and she refuses and causes him to sleep in anger,
the angels will curse her until the morning.™ (Bukhari)
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167. Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘1 heard Allah's Messenger #
saying: “All of you are guardians and responsible for your
wards and the things under your care. The imam (i.e. ruler)
is the guardian of his subjects and is responsible for them.
A man is the guardian of his family and is responsible for
them. A woman is the guardian of her husband's house and
is responsible for it. A servant is the guardian of his
master's belongings and is responsible for them.”™ I thought
that Ibn Omar said: ‘I think the Prophet # also said: “A
man is the guardian of his father's property and is
responsible for it. All of you are guardians and responsible
for your wards and the things under your care.”™ (Bukhari)
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168. Narrated Mo'az ibn Jabal: ‘The Prophet # said:
“There is no woman that does harm to her husband in this
life except that his wife of the bright-eyed damsels/the
dark-eyed damsels of Paradise says: ‘Do not do harm to
him. He is merely a guest with you and he is about to part
from you to us.”-
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Chapter( 36)

About Spending on One’s Family

b 1 &y iy 1;3333;,5;L;i;1s5;,;1;h;41¢;_11;531_'_5_fa
AT TN ARG SRS A PAA

“Mothers shall breastfeed their children for two whole
years, (that is) for those (parents) who desire to complete the
term of feeding, but the father of the child shall bear the cost
of the mother's food and clothing on a reasonable basis. No
person shall have a burden laid on him greater than he can
bear. No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her
child, and nor any father (shall be treated unfairly) on account
of his child. And on the (father's) heir is incumbent the like of
that (which was incumbent on the father). If they decide on
weaning, by mutual consent, and after due consultation, there
is no sin on them. And if you decided on a foster milk-mother
for your children, there is no sin on you, provided you pay
(the mother) what you agreed (to give her) on a reasonable

basis, And fear Allah and know that Allah is the All-Seer of
what you do. *” (2: 223) And
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“Let the rich man spend according to his means, and the
man whose resources are restricted, let him spend
according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no

burden on any person beyond what He has given him.
Allah will grant after hardship, ease. *” (65: 7) And
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Say: "Truly, my Lord enlarges the provision for whom
He wills of His slaves, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and
whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's Cause), He

will replace it. And He is the Best of providers." (34: 39)
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As to the Hadiths, below are few:

169. Narrated Umm Salama ymay Allah be pleased with

her, Isaid "O Allah's Messenger! Shall [ receive a reward 1if
I spend for the sustenance of Abu-Salama's children, even
though they are also my sons?’ The Prophet # replied:
“Spend on them and you will be rewarded for what you spend
on them.” (Bukhari)
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170. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘The Prophet # said:
"Every day two angels come down from Heaven and one of
them prays: O Allah! Compensate every person who spends

in Your Cause.” The other (angel) prays: *O Allah! Spoil the
properties of every miser.””” (Bukhari)
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171. Narrated Hakeem ibn Hezam :%: ‘The Prophet &
said: “The upper hand is better than the lower hand (i.e. he
who gives in charity is better than the recipient). One should
start giving (Zakat) first to his dependents. And the best
charity is what is given by a wealthy person (from the money
that is left after his expenses). And whoever abstains from
asking others for some financial help, Allah will give him and
save him from asking others, and whosoever is satisfied with
what Allah has given him, Allah will make him self-
sufficient.”” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 37)
About Spending Legitimate Earnings
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“By no means shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, righteousness
- here it means Allah's Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless you spend
(in Allah's Cause) of that which you love; and whatever of good
you spend, Allah knows it well. *” (3: 92) And
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“0 you who believe! Spend of the good things that you
have (legitimately) earned, and of what We have produced
from the earth for you, and do not aim at that which is bad to
spend from it, (though) you would not accept it save if you
close your eyes and tolerate therein. And know that Allah is
Rich (Free of all needs), and Wc-rth}r of all pralse ¥ (2: 267)
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172. Narrated Ishaq ibn Abdullah ibn Abu-Talha: °I
heard Anas ibn Malek « saying: “Abu-Talha owned more
date-palm trees (gardens) than any other amongst Al Ansar
in Madina and the most beloved of them to him was the
Bayroha' garden, that was in front of the Prophet’s mosque
of the #%. Allah's Messenger # used to go there and he used
to drink its nice water.” Anas £ added: "“‘Upon the
revelation of the verses: “By no means shall you attain
righteousness (here it means Allah's Reward) unless you

spend (in Allah's Cause) of what you love. And whatever of
good you spend, Allah knows it well; *” (3: 92)Abu-Talha
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said to Allah's Messenger #: 'O Allah's Messenger! Allah,
the Blessed, the Superior says: “By no means shall you
attain righteousness unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) of
what you love. And whatever of good you spend, Allah
knows it well. *” No doubt, the Bayroha’ garden is the
most beloved of all my property to me. So I want to give it
in charity for Allah's Cause, expecting its reward from
Allah. O Allah's Messenger! Spend it however you will.' At
that Allah's Messenger 4 said: "Well said! It is a useful
property. I have heard what you have said (O Abu-Talhah),
and [ think 1t would be proper if you give it to your kith and
kin.” Abu-Talha said: 'l will do so, O Allah's Messenger."
Then Abu-Talha distributed that garden amongst his
relatives and his cousins,”™

* % #
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Chapter( 38 )
About Advising One’s Family Member to obey Allah 3
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“And order your family to perform the prayer
punctually and be patient in offering them (the prayers).
We do not ask of you a provision (i.e. to give Us anything),
We provide for you. And the good end (i.e. Paradise) is for
the pious and the righteous persons. *” (20: 132) And

“0 you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and
your families the Fire whose fuel is men and stones, over
which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who
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disobey not (from executing) the commands they receive
from Allah, but do what they are commanded. *” (66: 6)
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173. Narrated Omar ibn  Abu-Salama «%: ‘Allah's
Messenger 3% said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, eat
with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you."
(Agreed upon).
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174. Narrated [bn Omar: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger 4
saying: “All of you are guardians and responsible for your
wards and the things under your care. The imam (i.e. ruler)
1s the guardian of his subjects and 1s responsible for them.
A man is the guardian of his family and is responsible for
them. A woman is the guardian of her husband's house and
is responsible for it. A servant is the guardian of his
master's belongings and 1s responsible for them.” I thought
that Ibn Omar said: ‘I think the Prophet % also said: “A
man 1s the guardian of his father's property and is
responsible for it. All of you are guardians and responsible
for your wards and the things under your care.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter (39)
About the Neighbor’s Rights
Narrated A'isha, may Allah be pleased with her, ‘The
Prophet # said: “Gabriel kept on recommending me to treat

the neighbor kindly till T thought he will make him an
heir.”
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Narrated Abo Shorayh Al 'Adawi «; 'My ears have
heard and my eyes have seen the Prophet # when he spoke,

"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, should treat
his neighbor generously...” And
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Narrated Abo Shorayh «%; ‘ The Prophet # said: “By
Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not believe!
By Allah, he does not believe! It was said, Who is that, O
Allah's Messenger?’ He said: That person whose neighbor
does not feel safe from his evil.”

It was narrated that a man came to Ibn Mas'oud and
said; ‘I have a neighbor that hurts me, abuse me, and annoy
me.” He said; ‘Go (Pardon him). If he disobeyed Allah

regarding you, obey Allah regarding him.’
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Narrated Abo Horayrah; ‘A man said; ‘Messenger of

Allah! So and so (a woman) performs the prayer too much,

observe fasting too much, and give Az-Zakah too much but

she hurts her neighbors with her tongue?” He said: “She is
in Hellfire.”
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Narrated Abu Zarr; ‘My patron recommended me: “If
you cooked meat increase its water and spoon to your
neighbors thereof.”
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Narrated Abu Hurayrah «; ‘The Prophet # said: “O
Muslim women! None of you should look down upon the

gift sent by her female neighbor even if it were meatless
hoof of a ewe (fleshless part of legs).” And
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Narrated Sa'd bin Abo Waqqaas; ‘The Messenger of
Allah 4 said: “Three matters bring forth happiness to the
son of Adam. The righteous woman, the large house, and

the suitable mount...”
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Narrated Kolthoom Al Khoraa'i; ‘A man came to the
Prophet 4 and said; ‘When I have done any deed, how do I
know whether I have done well or not?’” He said: “If your
neighbors said; “You have done well, you have done well.

And if they said; “You have done ill, you have done ill.”
And
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Narrated Jaabir bin 'Abdullah; ‘The Prophet # said: “He
that has a partner in a garden, let him not sell it till he
consults his partner.”
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Narrated Abo Horayrah < ‘Allah’s Messenger # said:
“No one should prevent his neighbor from fixing a wooden
peg in his wall...”
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Narrated Ibn 'Abbaas; ‘“The Messenger of Allah # said:

“...And the man is entitled to fix his ceiling wood on his
neighbor’s wall...”
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“...Then Abo Horayrah # said; ‘Why do I find you
averse to it? By Allah, I certainly will enact it among you.’

Some scholars are on the opinion that the neighbor is
entitled to fix his ceiling beams on the wall of his neighbor.

The Messenger of Allah # said: “He for whom Allah
wills goodness endears him to his neighbors.”
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“Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship;
and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the needy, the
neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger,
the companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and

those (slaves) whom your right hands possess. Verily,
Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful.” (4: 36)
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175. Narrated A'isha may Allah be pleased with her: “The
Prophet # said: “Gabriel kept on recommending me to treat
my neighbor kindly until 1 thought he will make him an
heir.™
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176. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘My patron recommended me:

“If you cook meat increase its water and spoon [give some] to
your neighbors.”
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1'77. Narrated Abu-Shorayh #: ‘The Prophet 4 said:

“By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not

believe! By Allah, he does not believe!” It was asked:

“Who is that, O Allah's Messenger?” He said: “That person

whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil.””
(Bukhari)
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178, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “The best of companions in Allah’s sight, is

the best to his companion and the best of neighbors in
Allah’s sight, is the best to his neighbor.™
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Chapter( 40 )

About Dutifulness to the Parents and Relatives

[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his
book entitled lhya'a Ulum Al-Din  (Revival of the
Religious Sciences)’

Below is a quotation from this work, hoping that it will
benefit the reader on this topic
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Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘The Prophet 4 said: “The word
Al-Rahim (womb) is derived from the Name Al -Rahman (Most
Gracious, One of the of Allah’s Names) and All ah said: 'T will
keep good relations with the one who keeps good relations with

you (womb i.e. kith and kin) and sever relations with him who
severs relations with you (womb, i.e., kith and kin)."” And
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Narrated Anas ibn Malek : 'I heard Allah's Messenger
% saying: “Whoever desires an increase in his sustenance and
age, should keep good relations with his kith and kin.” The
other narrative adds the words: “Let him fear Allah and keep
gc-ﬂd rt,lal,mna with his kith and kin.”
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Narrated Dorra ibn Abu-Lahab: ‘A man rose up while the
Prophet # was on the Minbar (pulpit) and said: "O Messenger
of Allah! What is the best [attribute] among the people?” He
said: “The best amongst them is he who reads the Koran most
perfectly, the one who is most pious, the one who enjoins
what 1s right and forbids what is wrong (most perfectly), and
the one wlm lreats hm kith and km ITiDSL kmdl}r

ﬁ_;Jn l_lf.:.l R ‘_jj,yu,.. w,;;g_jg_jhfﬁl Ju.“,,;{#! e cul Lal
S o aall Il ol Gl v vl gl y ol ol el
.dan) * ...!li_,:q
Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘My patron has ordered me seven
[things]...And he ordered me to treat my kith and kin kindly,
even 1f they fled (from the warfare). He ordered me not to ask
anyone for anything, and he ordered me to tell the truth, even
if it was bitter,’
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Narrated Hasan and Fitr directly from the Prophet # who
said: “The one connecting his womb-related relatives is nﬂt he

that connects those who connect him and severs those who
severe him. It is he that when they sever him, he connect them.”

The other narrative has the words:
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Narrated A'isha: ‘The Messenger of Allah# said: “The
womb is clinging to the Throne. It says: *He that maintains
connections with me Allah maintains connections with him
and he that severed relationships with me, Alah severs
1‘elﬂliﬂnship5 with him.”
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Narrated Asma'a bint AbuBakr, may Allah be pleased
with them: *‘My mother came to me during the lifetime of
Allah's Messenger # and she was a polytheist. I said to
Allah's Messenger %2, secking his verdict "My mather has
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come to me and she desires to receive a reward from me, shall
I keep good relations with her?” The Prophet # said: “Yes,
keep good relations with her.”" And
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Narrated Salman ibn  Amer: ‘The Prophet % said: “A
charitable deed for a needy person has a one-fold reward,
while that for a relative has a two-fold reward, i.e. charity and
keeping connections with blood relations.”

Narrated Anas ibn Malek «: °I heard Allah's Messenger %
saying: “Whoever desires an increase in his sustenance and
age, should keep good relations with his kith and kin.”” The
other narrative adds the words: “Let him fear Allah and keep
good relations with his kith and kin.”

sl e R il Y g 2L 06 L e
Narrated Anas: ‘The Prophet # said to Abu-Talha:
“Distribute it (the garden) among your relatives,” When he
was responding to Allah’s commandment:
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“By no means shall you attain righteousness unless you
give (freely) of that which you love...*” (3: 92) Abu-Talha
decided to give a garden of his in charity. The Messenger of

Allah # said to him: “Your reward has fallen due. Distribute
it among your relatives.™
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Narrated Hakeem bin Hizaam; ‘A man asked the Messenger

of Allah % about the best charitable deed one would offer and

he said: “That is given to the relative who shows enmity to
one,”
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“Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship; and do
good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the needy, the neighbor who
is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion by
your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom
your right hands possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are
proud and boastful. *” (4” 36) And

“Mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from
a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his
wife (Eve)) and from them both He created manymen and
women; and fear Allah through Whom you demand (your
mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs
(kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever All-Watcher over you. ** And
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“Those who join that which Allah has commanded to be
joined (i.e. they are good to their relatives and do not sever
the bond of kinship), and fear their Lord, and dread the
terrible reckoning (i.e. abstain from all kinds of sins and evil
deeds which Allah has forbidden and perform all kinds of
bc:crd deeds which Allah has -::-rdamu.d] ¥ (13:21) And
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“And We have enjoined on man to be good and dutiful to
his parents; but if they strive to make you join anything (in
worship) with Me (as a partner) of which you have no
knowledge, then obey them not. Unto Me is your return, and I
shall tell you what you used to do. *” (29: 8) And
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him, and that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of them or
both of them attain old age in your life, say nol to them a
word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address them in
terms of honor. * And lower unto them the wing of
submission and humility through mercy, and say (invoke for
them): "My Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did
bring me up when [ was young," (17: 23-24) And
o e (b Ay gy e Uy 2 Gl iy, oy Wiy, b
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“And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good)
to his parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship
upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in two years
- give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final
destination. *” (31: 14)

As to the Hadiths, below are a few:
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179. Narrated Abdullah ibn  Mas'oud <& °I asked the
Prophet #&: “Which deed is the dearest to Allah?” He replied:
“To perform the prayers at the earliest stated times.” | asked:
"What is the next (in goodness)?” He replied: “To be good and
dutiful to your parents.” 1 again asked: "What is the next (in
goodness)?” He replied: “To take part in Al Jihad (fighting for
Allah's Cause).” (Abdullah) added: "Then Allah's Messenger 3£
kept silent. Had 1 asked him more, he would have told me
more.’

dumdl;.} [‘fﬂ{_p{‘ﬂ._u:.ﬂll‘_ﬁ_a_.]n_‘yuyh@_hﬁ 2 —\A

333



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

leded o ey e’y a ol 3 (a5 91 206 il ey 3050
ol 8 (YY) S 1 0 15 G e U D
e o) (YY) (v il el el Sial

180. Narrated Abu-Huraira .#: ‘The Prophet 3 said:
“Allah created His creation, and when He had finished it, the
womb got up and caught hold of Allah, whereupon Allah
said: “What is the matter?” The womb said: "T seek refuge
with you from Al-Qateea'a (Severing the ties of kith and
kin).”" At that Allah 2% said: “Will you accept (be satisfied) if
[ bestow My Favors on him who keeps your ties, and
withhold My Favors from him who severs your ties?” At that

it said” "Yes, O my Lord!” Then Allah & said: “That is for
you.”™ {(Abu-Huraira added): ‘If you wish, you can recite:

“Would you then, if you were given the authority, do
mischief in the land, and sever your ties of kinship? * Such
are they whom Allah has cursed, so that He has made them
deaf and blinded their sight. ** (47: 22-23)
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181. Narrated Mu'aweya ibn Heeda: ‘T asked: "O Allah's
Messenger! To whom should I be most devoted?” He replied:
"Your mother." I asked: "Who comes next?” He replied:
"Your mother." I asked: "Who comes next?” He replied:
"Your mother." I asked: "Who comes next?” He replied:
"Your father, then your relatives; the closest then the next
closest."
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Chapter( 41)
About the Forbiddance of Being Undutiful to Parents
Allah 3% said:
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“Would you then, if you were given the authority, do
mischief in the land, and sever your ties of kinship? * Such
are they whom Allah has cursed, so that He has made them
deaf and blinded their sight. *"* (47: 22-23) And
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“And those who break the Covenant of Allah, after its
ratification, and sever what Allah has commanded to be
joined (i.e. they sever the bond of kinship and are not good to
their relatives), and work mischief in the land, on them is the

curse (i.e. they will be far away from Allah's Mercy), and for
them is the unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell). *” (13: 25) And
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him and that you should be dutiful to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to
them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them, but address
them in terms of honor. * And lower unto them the wing of
submission and humility through mercy, and say: "My Lord!
Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when [
was young.*" (17:23-24)
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[82. Narrated Abu-Bakra «%: ‘The Prophet said thrice:
"Should T tell you about the most dangerous of the major
sins?" They said: "Yes, O Allah's Messenger!” He said: "To
Jomn others in worship with Allah and to be undutiful to one's
parents." The Prophet £ was reclining, then sat erect and said:
“Particularly, avoid perjury.” Abu-Bakra said: ‘The
Messenger of Allah 3 kept on repeating this many times until
we said (to ourselves): "Would it be that he would keep
silent.™

336



Riyadhos-5aliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Ahbridged)
,_;.c.."m.ul_pi_].\ﬂl mmdu@uhmw#;u_,h-mv
_}-‘51r_1-"‘|_.ﬂ ?ﬂld_g.;.u_}dlﬁ Juﬁ;;.“uuﬂwd.mu‘_}:-,;j_ﬂ_ha:w
o (e gai) u.{elu y.ﬁ.ﬁf‘ﬂ' Sty 4-5-“-' o 530 Jrey
183. Narrated Abdullah ibn Onays Al-Johani: ‘The
Messenger of Allah % said: “It is of the major sins that one
ascribes partners to Allah 35, is undutiful to parents, and
utters false oaths (that dips its taker in Fire)...™
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184, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr ,may Allah be pleased
with her: ‘Allah's Messenger # said: "It is one of the
greatest sins that a man should curse his parents.” It was
asked: "O Allah's Messenger! How does a man curse his
parents?” The Prophet 4 said: "The man abuses the father
of another man then, the latter abuses the father of the
former and abuses his mother."
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185. Narrated Al-Moghecra 1bn  Sho'aba «#: ‘The
Prophet # said: “Allah has forbidden for you to be
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undutiful to your mothers, to bury your daughters alive, to
withhold the rights of the poor and others, and to beg from
men. And Allah has hated for you to gossip (sinful and vain
talk like backbiting etc.), to ask too many questions, (in
disputed religious issues, etc.), and He forbade you to
waste wealth (by extravagance with lack of wisdom and
thinking etc.).”” (Bukhari)

* * *
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Chapter( 42) |

About the Superiority of Showing Dutifulness to One’s
Parents’ Friends

From the Messenger of Allah 4:
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186. Narrated Abdullah ibn Dinar: ‘A nomad met with
Abdullah ibn Omar on the road to Mecca. Abdullah greeted
him, let him ride behind him on his mount, and gave him the
turban he was wearing.” Ibn Dinar said: “May Allah reform
your affairs Abu-Abdul-Rahman) They are (the nomads) are
satisfied with the least thing.” Abdullah said: "The father of
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that man was a friend to Omar and I heard the Messenger of
Allah # saying: 'The best form of righteousness is that one
shows kindness to the folk of his father’s friends.”” And
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187. Narrated Tbn Omar: ‘A man came to the Prophet 3
and said: I have committed a major sin. Is my repentance
accepted?” He said: “Is your mother alive?” He said: "No.”

The Prophet # said: “Have you a maternal aunt?” He said:
"Yes.” He said: “So, be kind to her.™
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188. Narrated A'isha may Allah be pleased with her: *I did
not get jealous of any of the wives of the Prophet 4 as much
as I did of Khadeeja, although I never saw her, but the
Prophet # used to mention her very ofien; and whenever he
slaughtered a ewe he would cut it up and send some to the
women friends of Khadeeja. I would say to him: "(You treat
Khadeeja in such a way) as if there is no woman on earth

except Khadeeja," He would say: "Khadeeja was such-and-
such, and [ had my children with her." (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 43)
About Revering the People of
Knowledge and the virtuous People

Allah &% said:
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“Is one who 1s obedient to Allah, prostrating himself or
standing (in prayer) during the hours of the night, fearing the
Hereafter, and hoping for the Mercy of his Lord (like one who
disbelieves)? Say: "Are those who know equal to those who

know not?" It is only men of understanding who will remember
(i.e. get a lesson from Allah's Sigﬂs and '\f’f:mf:s} w7 {39' 9)
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189. Abu-Mas'oud : ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“A man should not be led in the prayer in his home except by
his leave and it is not permissible for one to sit in his favorite
seat in his house, excepl by his leave.”” (At-Termizi)
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190. Narrated Rafe'e ibn Khadeej" *Abdullah ibn Sahl
ibn Sa'ad and Mohayyisha ibn Mas'oud i1bn Zayd went out
until they reached Khaybar and then they parted. Afterwards
Mohayyisha learned that Abdullah ibn Sahl had been killed.
He buried him and came to the Messenger of Allah # with
Howayyisa ibn Mas'oud and Abdul-Rahman ibn  Sahl.
Abdul-Rahman was the youngest among them, and when he
started to speak before his two companions, the Messenger of
Allah # said to him: “Let the older one speak,” and so he kept

silent, The two companions and Abdul-Rahman informed the
Prophet % about the incident. The Prophet # said to them:
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“Would you take fifty oaths that you would be entitled to
have your fellow or the murderer’?” (At-Termizi)
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191. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “Really, there is a tree whose leaves do not fall.
[t is an example of the believer. So, guess which one it is?™
Ibn Omar said: “The people started thinking of the various
kinds of the trees and I guessed it to be the date palm. The
Prophet # then said: “It is the date palm8.” Abdullah ibn

" This is known as Al-Qasama. It occurs when homicide is
committed, the felon is unknown, and the guardians of the
murdered one have doubts, based on solid grounds, about some
people. Fifty of the doubted people have to take oath that they did
not kill the murdered person or do not know the killer. Its condition
is that the one taking the oath should be a free person [i.e. not a
slave]. Imam Malek said: "Women can take an oath in the case of
manslaughter, but not for premeditated murder.” Its ruling is the
giving of blood money after swearing.

® The similarity between a date palm and a believer related to the
leaves not falling is that a believer's prayers are always granted
and are not rejected, as the leaves of the date palm never fall. The
narrative compiled by Imam Muslim has the words: “Really, there
are some trees whose blessedness is like the blessedness of the
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Omar said: ‘I felt shy to answer.” He further said: °I talked to
Omar (his father) about this and he said: “If you had so
answered, it would have been better for me than having such
and such.” (At-Termizi)
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192, Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah
4= said: “There is no young man that dignifies an old one due
to his old age except that Allah & would assign for him one
to serve him in his old age.”” (At-Termizi)

Muslim." The blessedness of the date palm is not unknown. From
the first day when it starts growing until it [dies and] dries up, man
makes use of it, even the stones of their fruit are used as fodder
for animals. In the same way, a Muslim's blessedness is constant
and he benefits all around him, even after his death.

This Hadith shows that a teacher is entitled to examine the
students’ knowledge through questioning and clarifying the
answers to his questions when they do not know the right answer,
However, it should be obvious that posing puzzling question is not
permissible, especially those that may embarrass the students or
scholars.
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Chapter: (44)
About Accompanying and Love of the
Righteous People

[fmam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book
entitled Thya'a Ulum Al-Din  (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’

Below 1s a quotation from this work hoping that it will
benefit the reader on this topic.

‘Brotherhood and Harmony

Please be informed that harmony is the fruit of a noble
character and disunity is the fruit of evil characters. Noble
characters creale harmony and unity, while evil characters
create disunity and separation, and noble characters are
praised in Allah’s Book as when Allah 2 has praised His
Prophet 4. He says:

(¢ i) b Gla B S B

“And you stand on an exalted standard of character. *”
(68: 4)

From the Messenger of Allah 4:
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet # said: “Do you
know what admits people into Paradise most? It is fearing
Allah and a noble character.” And
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Narrated Osama ibn Shareek: °...they said: "What is the
best thing one is given?* He said: “A noble character.” And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah %% said:
“I have been sent to perfect the best morals™ And
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Narrated Abu Al-Darda'a: “The Prophet # said: “There
is nothing weightier on the believer's scale’s than a noble
character.” And

It is crystal clear that nobleness of character creates
sociability and harmony. There are many textual proofs
praising intimacy and harmony based on piety and religion.
Allah # says reminding the believers of His favor to them:
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“...Had you spent all that is on the earth, you would not
have produced that affection, but Allah has done it...*”
(8: 63) And
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“...50 that by His Grace, you have become brothers...*"
(3: 103)

The Messenger of Allah # said: “The believer befriends
and is easily befriended and there is no good in him that does
not befriend or is not easily befriended.”

Abu-Muslim Al-khawlani said to Mo'az: "I love you for
Allah’s sake.” He said to him: "Have good tidings! I heard the
Messenger of Allah # saying: *
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Narrated Abu-Muslim Al-khawlani; ‘Mo'az ibn Jabal said
to me: ‘T heard the Messenger of Allah % saying: “Allah %
says: "Those who love each other for My sake have pulpits of
light. The Prophets and the martyrs wish eagerly for their
statuses.” The other narrative comprises the words: “Their
faces are like the full moon. People will be concerned and
they will not. They are Allah’s devotees who will have no
fear nor shall they grieve.”
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Abu-Huraira said: ‘The Messenger of Allah said #5: “There
are pulpits of light around the Throne where people whose faces
and clothes are like light will sit. These people are neither
prophets nor martyrs, but the prophets and the martyrs are
envious of their status.” They said: "Describe them fo us,
Messenger of Allah!” He said: “They are those who love each
other, sit with each other, and visit each other for Allah’s sake.™
And “There are no two persons who love each other except that
the one who loves his brother more is the more beloved to
Allah.”

It is inferred from the following verse that when one
Muslim brother loves his brother more than his brother loves
him, the one having less love is raised to the rank of the other,
similarly to the way that childen’s statuses are raised up to
join their fathers. Allah & says:
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“...(those who believed and their progeny who followed

strictly their footsteps) We shall let their progeny join them.

We shall not deprive them (of the fruit) of aught of their
works...*” (52: 21)

From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah #z:
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The Messenger of Allah # said: “Allah 35 says: "My love is
duly deserved for those who love each other for My sake. My
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love 1s duly deserved for those who visit each other for My
sake. My love 1s duly deserved for those who spend for My
sake. My love is rightful for those who support each other for
My sake.”™ And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say: *Where are
those who loved each other for My sake? This Day I take

them in My shade where there is no shade except Mine.””
And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘The Prophet 45 said: “Allah
will give shade to seven people on the Day when there will be
no shade but His. (These seven persons are): A just ruler, a
young person who has been brought up in the worship of
Allah (1.e. worships Allah % alone sincerely from his
childhood), a man whose heart is attached to the mosque (i.e.
who offers the five compulsory congregational prayers (in the
mosques}), two people who love each other only for Allah's
sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a man who
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refuses the seduction of a charming woman of noble birth and
says: ‘1 am afraid of Allah,” a man who gives charitable gifts
so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right
hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in
privacy and his eyes become flooded with tears.””

The Messenger of Allah # said: “A man went out to visit a
(Muslim) brother whom he loves for the sake. Allah assigned an
angel who said to him: "Where are you going?’ He said: ‘I am
going to visit my brother so and so.” The angel said: "Have you
anything to request from him?’ The man said: “No.” The angel
said: "Are you relatives?” The man said: ‘No.” The angel said:
'Has he done any favor to you?” The man said: ‘No.” The angel
said: *Then, why do you visit him?” The man said: *I love him
for Allah’s sake.” The angel said: 'Indeed, Allah has sent me to
inform you that Allah loves you for your love to him and He

has made Paradise your rightful share.”
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Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“The best of deeds is to love for Allah and hate for Allah.™

Wise sayings:
() v epnid ) € (101) e Baia Yy (1ol 0pn U U B

Ali 4 said: ‘Have (righteous) bothers for they are [your]
supporters in life and in the Hereafter. Have not you heard the
cry of the inmates of Hellfire: “Now, we have none lo
intercede (for us), * Nor a single friend to feel (for us). *”
(26: 100-101)
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Abdullah ibn  Omar may Allah be pleased with themy

said: "By Allah! If I were to observe fasting all the time
without breaking it, stand in the prayer all night without
sleeping, and if I were to spend my wealth until the last penny
for the sake of Allah, and I do not have love for the obedient
people to Allah and hate for the disobedient people to Allah,
such good deeds would not benefit me.”

When Ibn Al-Sammak was on his deathbed, he invoked
Allah: "O Allah! You know that if I have committed some
sins, I loved those who used to obey you. So, let this be an
offering to You.”

Al-Hasan said: "Son of Adam! Do not be deluded by the
saying: ‘A man will be with him whom he loves.” For you
will not attain the status of the righteous unless you behave in
the same way they behaved. The Jews and the Christians
loved their prophets, but they will not be with them.”

It is inferred from this that there should be righteous deeds
as well as love. Al-Fodhayl mocked those who claimed to be
in the highest degree of Paradise with the prophets and
martyrs as saying: "You want to be in the highest degree of
Paradise with the prophets and martyrs! For which deed have
you done! Which lust have you given up? Which anger have
you suppressed? Which blood relation that severed ties with
you, have you connected with? Which sin of your brother
have you pardoned?Or which relative have you deserted for
Allah’s sake?’

Abdullah ibn Mas'oud said: "If a man were to stand for
the prayer between the corner with the Black Stone of Ka'aba
and Magam for seventy years, Allah would gather him with
those whom he loved on the Day of Resurrection.”
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Al-Hasan said” "Deserting a rebellious one is an offering
to Allah 4&.”

A man said to Muhammad ibn Wasie'e: T love you for
Allah’s sake.” He said: "1 love you for Whom vyou loved me
for.” Then he turned his face and said: "O Allah! I seek refuge
with You lest 1 should love for Your sake while You detest me."”

Allah 4 said:
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“And (remember) when Moses said to his boy-servant: "I
will not give up (traveling) until [ reach the junction of the
two seas or (until) I spent years and years in traveling. * But
when they reached the junction of the two seas, they forgot
their fish, and it took its way through the sea as in a tunnel. *
So when they had passed further on (beyond that fixed place),
Moses said to his boy-servant: "Bring us our morning meal;
truly, we have suffered much fatigue in this journey” * He
said: "Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the
rock? I indeed forgot the fish; none but Satan made me forget
to remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange
(way)!" * Moses said: "That is what we have been seeking.”
So they went back retracing their footsteps. * Then, they
found one of Qur servants, on whom We had bestowed mercy
from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge from Us. *
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Moses said to him (Khadir): "May [ follow you so that you
teach me something of that knowledge (guidance and true path)
that you have been taught (by Allah)? *" (18: 60-66) And
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(O Muhammad!) adhere yoursell patiently with those
who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who remember
their Lord with glorification, praising in prayers, and other
righteous deeds) morning and afternoon, secking His Pleasure
and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and
glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him whose heart
We have made heedless of Qur Remembrance, and who

follows his own lusts, and whose affair (deeds) has been lost.
18 28)

ulall i) 10 il o die Al i) g o 2 VAT
g o ) rlaall Jalad ¢l 'y el JalaS o5y pllial
Gl ol ) 1 ey Ak Ly ) A 393 o 1 5 o S 1

g e ol gy (R ey ) die 35 o W Gl

193. Narrated Abu-Musa «%: ‘The Prophet % said: “The
example of a good righteous companion and an evil one is
that of a person carrying musk and another blowing a pair of
bellows, The one who is carrying musk will either give you
some perfume as a present, or you will buy some from him,
or you will get a good smell from him; but the one who is
blowing a pair of bellows will either burn your clothes or you
will get a bad smell from him.”™" (Bukhari)
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194. Narrated Jaber : “The Prophet # said: “Indeed, a
woman would be laken in marriage for being religious,
wealthy, and for being beautiful. So, take in marriage the

religious woman, otherwise you will be destitute’.””
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195. Narrated Anas: ‘A man came to the Messenger of
Allah # and said: "Messenger of Allah! When will the hour

be established?” The Messenger of Allah # rose up for the
prayer. When he completed the prayer, he said: “Where is the

? The words used here are actually: faribat yadak , which literally
mean 'your hands would be covered with dust.’ It is not a curse
against him who does not take a religious woman in marriage as
could be understood. It is a guide for us to the best way to have a
happy marital life.
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one asking about the Hour?" The man said: "Yes. Messenger
of Allah!” The Messenger of Allah # said: “What did you
prepare for it?” The man said: "Messenger of Allah! I have
not prepared much prayer or excessive fasting, save I love
Allah 1 and His Messenger #.” The Messenger of Allah 3
said: “Man will be with whom he loved. And you will be with
whom you loved.” Anas said: “The Muslims did not get
pleaser from anything like their pleasure with this.”

£ * &
agde Gy &) A Lall b Bl t0

Chapter:( 45)
About Superiority of Love for Allah’s Sake

[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book
entitled Thya'a Ulum Al-Din  (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’

Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will benefit
the reader on this topic

Love of Allah 3&.
“Allah & only is worthy of Love

He that does not love Allah does this out if ignorance and
failure to know Allah @ as He should be loved. Love of the
Messenger of Allah % is also ordered because it is an
outcome of love for Allah. Love of the scholars and the pious
is obligatory too, because the beloved one of the Beloved is
beloved, the Messenger of the Beloved is beloved, and the
beloved ones of the beloved are beloved. All this arises from
loving the Source i.e. Allah &. Thus, there is no real beloved
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one for the people of insight except Allah % and no one
deserves love except Him 5.

This can be attributed to five reasons, and the five reasons
are combined in Allah’s right to love. The individual reasons
are granted to some people. They are actual in Allah’s right
to love, but they are only a mirage in other creatures’ right to
love, as they are only metaphorical in people. Thus, the
knowledgeable people know that real love should be for Allah
4% because it entails loving none besides Allah 3.

The First Cause:

Man loves his self, life, perfection, and eternal existence.
He hates death, imperfection, and what leads to imperfection.
This is the nature of every living creature and it is not
possible for man to give up such instinctive desires. This also
entails a perfect love of Allah 4%, because he that knows his
self and his Lord, knows for certain that he is not living alone,
rather that his existence and perfection is from Allah 3, to
Allah &, and for Allah &.

Allah 1s his Originator and Sustainer. He @ grants man
noble attributes and guides him to the means that lead to
noble attributes. Thus, the servant has no existence except
from Allah &%; but for Allah’s bounty in creating him, he
would not exist. He is perishable, except that Allah & grants
him life. But for Allah’s will to perfect him, he would be
imperfect.

In brief, there is no creature except that it stands in need of
the Sustainer, the Living, and the Eternal, all else stands in
need of Him. Thus, if the cognizant one loves his self he must
love Him Who has originated him and granted him life and
existence. He is the Creator, the Originator, the Eternal, and
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the Sustainer of every creature. It is He Who stands in no
need of any creature.

So, if man does not love Allah, this is due to his ignorance
of his self and his Lord. Love is the fruit of knowledge, and it
dwindles, weakens, or strengthens proportionally with knowledge.
For this reason, Al-Hasan A- Basri said: "He that knew his Lord
loves Him, and he that loved life abstains from 1t.’

It cannot be imagined that man loves his self and then he
does not love his Lord Who sustains him! It is well known
that the one afflicted by the heat of the sun, loves shade. His
love for the shade leads him to love the trees that provide him
with the shade. It is obvious that all that existed is attributed
to Allah &, as the shade is attributed to the trees and light to
the sun. All are signs of His Ability and all rely on Him for
existence, as light is attributed to the sun and shade is attributed
to the trees.

Thus, if man’s love for his self is essential, his love for
what helps him to live becomes essential too. The same
applies to granting him long life, attributes, etc.

He who is deprived of this love is he who has involved his
self in satisfying his lusts and is detracted from his Lord Who
has ereated him. He has confined his sight to material lusts.

The Second Cause:

Man loves those who do good for him, such as giving him of
their wealth, talking to him kindly, supporting him against his
enemies, and protecting him from the evil people. This very fact
necessitates that man should love Allah 5 alone, if he knows
that Allah & is the One Who does good for him. The favors of
Allah to His servants are too many to count. Allah 3= says:
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*...But if you count the favors of Allah, never will you be
able to number them...*" (14: 34)
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Allah 2 said :
._"nja.ml\ J..'li W&APJ#PAL“““1J‘&JJN1 uq_.all.-..nlu_p.\.l..l L"n:h.u
L@hn_;_;'ljuu;w{‘:_pi?_)_)ﬂFjﬂ_;.;}'l#@n_gf\ﬂ;ﬂ‘ @H_'L..M_Ua
| il ol i 327 7S a2 L 173 :_..-.....‘ X i e i L
(v8 ) € Lok by s i cilallal 1l
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who
are with him are severe against the disbelievers, and merciful
amongst themselves. You see them bowing and falling down
in prostration (in prayer), secking Bounty from Allah and
(His) Good Pleasure. The mark of them (of their faith) is on
their faces (foreheads) from the traces of prostration (during
prayers). This is their description in the Torah. But their
description in Al Injeel is like a (sown) seed which sends
forth its shoot, then makes it strong, and then becomes thick

and 1t stands straight on its stem, delighting the sowers, that
He may enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah has
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promised those among them who believe (all those who
follow Islamic Monotheism, the religion of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) until the Day of
Resurrection) and do righteous good deeds, forgiveness, and a
mighty reward (i.e. Paradise). *” (48: 29) And
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“And (it is also for) those who, before them had homes
{in Madina) and had adopted Faith, love those who emigrated to
them, and have no jealousy in their breasts for what they have
been given (from Al Fay’ of Bano Al-Nadheer) and give them
(emigrants) preference over themselves even though they were

in need of that. And whosoever is saved from his own
covetousness, such are they who will be the successful *7(59:9 )
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196. Narrated Anas: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Whoever possessed these three (qualities) would have the
sweetness (delight) of faith. The one to whom Allahds and
His Messenger % become dearer to him than anything else, the
one who loves a person and he loves him only for Allah's sake,

and the one who would hate to convert to atheism (unbelief) as
he would hate to be thrown into the fire.”” (Termizi)
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197. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed: ‘The Messenger of Allah &
said: “Allah will give shade to seven pecople on the Day when
there will be no shade besides His. They are a just ruler, a
young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah
% alone sincerely from his childhood, a man whose heart 1s
attached to the mosques, two people who love each other only
for Allah's sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only,
a man who refuses the seduction of a charming woman of

noble birth saying: ‘I fear Allah,” a man who gives charitable
gifts so secretly that his left hand does not know what his
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right hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in
seclusion and his eyes overflows with tears.”
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198. Narrated Abu-Muslim Al-khawlani: *Mo'az ibn
Jabal said to me: "I heard the Messenger of Allah % saying:
'Allah 25 says: “Those who love each other for My sake have
pulpits of light. The Prophets and the martyrs wish cagerly
for their statuses.””” The other narrative comprises the
words: “Their faces are like the full moon. People will be

concerned and they will not. They are Allah’s devotees who
will have no lear nor shall they grieve.”

ES # ES
aall 38 A s cladle B ol — £
Chapter ( 46 )

About Signs of Allah’s Love of His Devotees
Allah & said:

Dgie s oK 510 B T iays il 2S5 gadld bl (ygand S o BB
(M e J) 4 pal

“Say (0 Muhammad! to mankind): "If you (really) love
Allah then follow me (accept the Islamic Monotheism, follow
the Koran and Sunna), Allah will love you and forgive you
your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."”
(3: 31) And
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“O you who believe! Whoever among you turns back
from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring another people
whom He will love and they will love Him. They will be
humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers,
They will be fighting in the Way of Allah. They will never
fear the blame of the blamers. That is the Grace of Allah that

He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is All Sufficient
for His creatures' needs and All-Knower. *" (5: 54)
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199. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: *Allah's Messenger 4 said:
“Allah said: °T will declare war against him who shows
hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most
beloved things with which My slave draws near to Me is what
I have enjoined upon him. My slave keeps on coming closer fo
Me through performing the optional acts of worship ( in addition
to what is obligatory) until I love him. When [ love him, |
become the sense of hearing with which he hears, the sense of
sight with which he sees, the hand with which he grips, and the
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leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me [for anything]l will
give him, and if he asks for My Protection (Refuge) I will
protect him (take him in My Protection); and [ do not hesitate to
do anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the believer, for he
hates death, and 1 hate to disappoint him.”” (Bukhari)
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200. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘“The Prophet % said: “If
Allah loves a person, He calls out to Gabriel saying: *Allah
loves so and so. O Gabriel! Love him.” Gabriel would love
him and make an announcement to the inhabitants of the
heaven: *Allah loves so and so, therefore you should love him
also.” And so, all the inhabitants of the heaven would love
him, and he is then granted the pleasures of the people on the

earth.”” (Bukhari)
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Chapter: ( 47 )

About Warning against Harming the Righteous,

the Weak, and the Destitute
Allah & said:
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“And those who annoy believing men and women
undeservedly, they bear (on themselves) the crime of slander
and plain sin. *" (33: 58) And

(1019 g ) € (1) 5 D By (1) e 36 pud B B

“Therefore, treat not the orphan unfairly * And repulse
not the beggar. * (93: 9-10)
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201. Narrated Abu-Huraira £: “Allah's Messenger # said:
“Allah said: °T will declare war against him who shows
hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most
beloved things with which My slave draws near to Me, is
what 1 have enjoined upon him; and My slave keeps on
coming closer to Me through performing the optional acts of
worship (besides what 15 obligatory) until I love him. When |
love him, I become the sense of hearing with which he hears, the
sense of sight with which he sees, the hand with which he grips,
and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me for anything |
will give it to him, and if he asks for My Protection (Refuge) | will
protect him {take him in My Protection), and I do not hesitate to do
anything as | hesitate to take the soul of the believer, for he hates
death, and I hate to disappoint him.”” (Bukhari)
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Chapter: ( 48)
About Judging People in accordance

with their Apparent Behavior
Allah 4 said;
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“But if they repented, performed the prayer, and gave

Zakat, then they are your brothers in religion. (In this way)
We explain the signs in detail for a people who know. * (9: 11
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202, Narrated Abu-Huraira: *The Meaaengcr of Allah i

said: "I have been ordered to fight people until they say: ‘La

Tlaha illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except

Allah).” So if they say it, they save their blood and property,

except what violates Islamic law, and then their reckoning
will be with Allah 25."
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203. Narrated Osama ibn Zayd: ‘Allah’'s Messenger #
sent us to Al-Haragah, and in the morning we attacked them
and defeated them. An Ansari man and [ followed a man from
among them and when we overtook him, he said: "La Ilaha
illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except
Allah).” Upon hearing that, the Ansari man stopped, but |
killed him by stabbing him with my spear. When we returned,
the Prophet # learned about this and he said: “O Osama! Did
you kill him after he had said: ‘La Ilaha illa Allah (None has
the right to be worshipped except Allah)?'" I said: "But he
only said it to save himself.” The Prophet # kept on repeating
that so often that I wished I had not embraced Islam before
that day.” (Bukhari)

# # *

i gadl U.‘l il — £18
Chapter ( 49)
About Fearing Allah 3

Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in this
concern.

Allah 2 said:
i s Vsily 2 i ) s 1S U8 LS D
(eoan) € oG o0 i
“O Children of Israel! Remember My Favor that |
bestowed upon you, and fulfill (your obligations to) My
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Covenant (with you) so that I fulfill (My Obligations to) your
covenant (with Me), and fear none but Me. * (2: 40) And

(17 zosd) Cl M&Jg’hu%

“Verily, the Seizure (punishment) of yowr Lord is
severe.” (85:12) And
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“Such is the seizure of your Lord when He seizes the
(population of) the towns while they are doing wrong. Verily,
His Seizure is painful, (and) severe, * Indeed, in that (there) is
a sure lesson for those who fear the torment of the Hereafter.
That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together,
and that 1s a Day when all (the dwellers of the heavens and
the earth) will be present * And We delay it only for a term
(already) fixed. ¥ When that Day comes, nobody shall speak
except by His (Allah's) Leave. Some among them will be
wretched and (others) blessed. * As for those who are
wretched, they will be in Fire, sighing in a high and low tone.
(11 102-106) And
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“Let not the believers take the disbelievers as supporters
instead of the believers, and whoever does that will never be
helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a
danger from them. And Allah warns you against Himself (His
Punishment), and to Allah is the final return. *” (3: 28) And
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“That Day a man shall flee from his brother, * From his
mother and his father, * And from his wife and his children. *
Every man that Day will have enough to make him careless of
others. *” (80: 34-37) And

(43 ged) € (61)plmn 45 plie Gla oy )

“But for him who fears the standing before his Lord,
there will be two Gardens (i.c. in Paradise). *"* (55: 46) And
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“And some of them draw near to others, questioning *
Saying: ‘Aforetime, we were afraid (of the punishment of
Allah) in the midst of our families. But Allah has been
gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire
* Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else)
before. Verilly, He i1s Al-Barr (the Most Subtle, Kind,
Courteous, and Generous), the Most Merciful. *'" (52: 25-28)

The verses in this regard are too many to count, and so are
the Hadiths.
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204. Narrated Abdullah (ibn  Mas'oud ) <% “Allah's
Messenger, the true and truly inspired 4 said: *“(The matter of
the creation of) a human being i1s put together in the womb of
the mother in forty days, and then he becomes a clot of thick
blood for a similar period, and then a piece of flesh for a
similar period. Then Allah sends an angel who is ordered to
write four things. He is ordered to write down his (i.e. the
new creature's) deeds, his livelihood, his (date of) death, and
whether he will be blessed or wretched (in the Hereafter).
Then the soul is breathed into him. So, a man amongst you
may do {good) deeds until there is only a cubit between him
and Paradise and then what has been written for him decides
his behavior and hc starts doing the (evil) deeds of the people

of the (Hell) Fire'". And similarly a man amongst you may do

'® Some scholars explain this as referring to those who do good
deeds to show off and not for the sake of Allah %, thinking that
they beguile Allah 4 and the believer, but Allah & causes them to
go astray and mocks them. Allah & says:

“And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: "We
believe in Alldh and the Last Day" while in fact they believe not. *
They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they
only deceive themselves, and they perceive (it) not. * In their
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(evil) deeds until there is only a cubit between him and the
(Helly Fire, and then what has been written for him decides
his behavior, and he starts doing deeds characteristic of the
people of Paradise.” (Bukhari)
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205. Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer «: 'l heard the
Prophet % saying: “The least punished person in the (Hellfire)
on the Day of Resurrection will be a man under the arches of
whose feet there will be two firebrands, because of which his

brain will boil just like a boiler or a narrow-necked vessel
when they contain boiling water.” (Bukhari)
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206. Abdullah ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased with
them) said, as a comment on the verse:

“The Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord
of all that exists (mankind, jinn and all that exists). *" (83: 6),
that the Prophet # said: “Some of them will be submerged in
their sweat up to the middle of their ears.” (Bukhar)

hearts is a disease (of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allah has
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they
used to tell lies. ** And

“Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who
deceives them. And when they stand up for the prayer, they stand
with laziness and to be seen by men, and they do not remember
Allah but little. *" (4" 142)
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207. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
“I see what you do not see and hear what you do not hear.
The heavens have screamed and they have the full right to
scream. There is no space the width of four fingers ex cept there
18 a prostrating angel with his forehead on it for Allah . And
by Allah, if you have known what I know, you would weep
much and laugh little, you would not enjoy the women in bed, and

you would come out on the pathways supplicating to Allah &
sincerely. | wish that 1 was a tree that is cut off " (At-Termizi)
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208. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud : ‘The Prophet 4 said: “No one
of the sons of Adam will be moved from the place of
reckoning on the day of Judgment save after having been
accounted for in five things: his life and for what (good or
evil) he had spent it, his strength and for what (good or evil)
he exerted it, his wealth and from where he had earned 1t and
on what (good or evil) he had spent it, and after being
accounted as to whether he had behaved in accordance with
what he had acquired of knowledge.” (At-Termizi)
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209. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Some cooked meat was
brought to Allah’s Messenger #£ and the meat from the fore
shank was presented to him as he used to like it. He ate a
morsel of it and said: I will be the master of all the people on
the Day of Resurrection. Do you know the reason for this?
Allah will gather all the human beings from the early
generations as well as the later generations on one plain, so
that the announcer will be able to make them all hear his
voice and the watcher will be able to see all of them. The sun
will come so close to the people that they will suffer severe
distress and hardship in a way they will not be able to tolerate
or bear. Then the people will say to each other: 'Don't you
see, what state you have reached? Wont you look for
someone who can intercede for you with your Lord? Some
people will say: 'Go to Adam.' So they will go to Adam and
say to him: "You are the father of mankind. Allah has created
you with His Own Hand, and breathed into you His spirit, and
ordered the angels to prostrate before you, and they did, so
please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see what
state we are in? Don't you see what condition we have
reached? Adam will say: "This day my Lord has become
angry as He never became before, nor will ever become
hereafter. He forbade me (to eat of the fruit of) the Tree, but I
disobeyed Him. 1 invoke Allah only for myself. 1 invoke

Allah only for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. Go to
someone else; go to Noah.'

So, they will go to Noah and say to him: ‘O Noah! You
are the first Messenger of Allah to the people on the earth,

373



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
fAbridged)

and Allah has named you a thankful servant. Please intercede
for us with your Lord. Don't you see what state we are in?' He
will say: 'Today my Lord has become angry as He never
became before nor will ever be come hereafier. I invoked Allah
&= for an invocation and He % granted it in my life. 1 invoke
Allah only for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. I invoke
Allah only for myself. Go to someone else, go to Ibraheem.”

They will go to Ibraheem and say: 'O Ibraheem! You are
Allah's Messenger and His drawn -near servant from among the
people of the earth, so please intercede for us with your Lord.
Don't you see what state we are in?' He will say to them; "My
Lord has today become angry as He never became before, nor
will ever become hereafter. I told three lies. | invoke Allah only
for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. I invoke Allah only
for myself. Go to some one else. Go to Moses.’

The people will then go to Moses and say: 'O Moses! You
are Allah's Messenger and Allah has given you superiority
above the others with His Message and with His Speaking
directly to you. Please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't
you see what state we are?' Moses will say: "My Lord has
today become angry as He never became before, nor will
become hereafter, 1 killed a man whom I had not been
ordered to kill. I invoke Allah only for myself. 1 invoke Allah
only for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. Go to
someone else, Go to Jesus.

5o, they will go to Jesus and say 'O Jesus! You are Allah's
Messenger and His Word (Be. And he was) that He sent to
Mary, and His Breath (a soul created by Him), and you talked
to the people while still in the cradle. Please intercede for us
with your Lord. Don't you see what state we are in?' Jesus
will say: "My Lord has today become angry as He never
became before nor will ever become hereafter.’ Jesus will not

374



Riyvadhos-Saliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

mention any sin, but he will say: ‘I invoke Allah only for
myself. 1 invoke Allah only for myself. T invoke Allah only
for myself. Go to someone else. Go to Muhammad.’

So, they will come to me and will say: 'O Muhammad!
You are Allah's Messenger and the last of the prophets, and
Allah has forgiven your past, present, and future smns. So,
please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see what
state we are in?"” The Prophet # added: “Then I will go
beneath Allah's Throne and fall in prostration before my
Lord. And then Allah 45 will guide me to such praises and
glorifications to Him as He never guided anybody else before
me. Then it will be said: 'O Muhammad! Raise your head,
ask and it will be granted. Intercede, and it (your intercession)
will be accepted.” So I will raise my head and say: 'My
followers O my Lord! My followers O my Lord! My
followers O my Lord.” It will be said: O Muhammad! Let
those of your followers who have no accounts, enter through
the gate on the right side Paradise and they will share the
other gates with the people.” The Prophet 32 further said: “By
Him in Whose Hand my soul is, the distance between every
two gateposts of Paradise is like the distance between Mecca
and Hajar or between Mecca and Bosra (in Greater Syria)™.
(At-Termizi)
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Chapter:( 50)
About Longing for Allah’s Forgiveness
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“Say: "My servanls who have transgressed against
themselves (by commitling evil deeds and sins)! Despair not
of the Mercy of Allah. Verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. "* (39: 53) And

(1 ) € 580 V) (5 s ) Ly i 3 b

“Like this, We requited them because they were
ungrateful disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a
way excepl those who are ungrateful (disbelievers). *»
(34: 17) And

(enae) € V5 8 g Sl BN G G a8 )
“Truly, it has been revealed to us that the torment will be
for him who denies (believing not in the Oneness of Allah,

and i His Messengers) and turns away (from the truth and
obedience of Allah). *" (20: 48) And
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“And ordain for us good in this world, and in the
Hereafter. Certainly we have turned unto You." He (Allah i)
said: *(As to) My Punishment I afflict therewith whom I will
and My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) I shall
ordain for those who are the pious, those who give Zakat; and
those who believe in signs. *" (7: 156)

As to the Hadiths, they are too many to count, thus we
mention only a few of them:
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210. Narrated Obada «: ‘The Prophet 4 said, “If anyone
testifies: ‘La illaha illa Allah (None has the right to be
worshipped except Allah) Who has no partners, and that
Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger, and that Jesus 1s
Allah's servant and His Messenger and His Word (Be! And
he was) which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit created by
Him, and that Paradise is the truth, and Hell is the truth,
Allah will admit him into Paradise no matter what deeds he
had done, even if those deeds were few.” (Bukhari)
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211, Narrated Omar ibn  Al-Khattab &: ‘Some war
prisoners, (children and women only) were brought before the
Prophet # and behold, a woman amongst them was offering her
breasts to feed [the babies] and whenever she found a child
amongst the captives, she took it to her breast and nursed it (she
had lost her child but later she found him). The Prophet # said
to us: "Do you think that this lady could throw her son into the
fire?" We replied: "No, except in case she cannot do.” The

Prophet 4 then said: "Allah & is more Merciful to His servants
than this lady is to her son."” (Bukhari)

377



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)
Ll @ S 10D # A0 gy S 106 61 o Cyan =YY
iy 1555 ¥ b Iy 1ot iy B S wali oty & 300
o B8 By e WA D 5 G (RN G o s 1
s el an il A

212. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: T heard Allah's Messenger
# saying: “Allah & has divided Mercy into one-hundred
parts and He kept ninety-nine parts with Him and sent down
one part to the earth, and because of that one single part, His
creatures are merciful to each other. So that even the mare
lifts up its hoof away from its foal, lest it should trample on
it."” (Bukhari)
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“And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie
against Allah. Such will be brought before their Lord, and the

witnesses will say: "These are the ones who lied against their

Lord!" No doubt, Allah’s curse is on the wrong-doers. *” (11 18)
ES ES *

plall Jdad A ly— o)
Chapter:( 51)
About the Superiority of Yearning for

What is with Allah &
Allah 45 said:
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"And you will remember what 1 am telling you, and I
confide my affairs to Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of
(His) slaves. * So Allah saved him from the evils that they
plotted (against him), while an evil tornent encompassed
Pharaoh’s subordinates. *” (40: 44-45)
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214. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah's Messenger % said:
“Allah & says: 'l am just as My slave thinks of Me, (I am
Able to do for him what he thinks I can do for him} and I am
with him if he remembers Me. If he remembers Me in
himself, 1 too remember him in Myself. and if he remembers
Me in a group of people | remember him in a group that is better
than his. and if he comes one span nearer to Me [ go one cubit
nearer to him, and if he comes one cubit nearer to Me [ go a

distance of two outstretched arms nearer to him. and 1f he come s
to Me walking I go to him running.' (Bukhari)
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215. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah #&
said: “I will be as My servant thinks of Me and 1 will be with
him when he mvokes Me.”
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216. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah

# said: "Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His

servant than any one of you who descends into a dangerous
place where he 1s most likely to perish. He had his luggage,

food, and drink on his mount, but he slept'', and when he

awoke he did not find his mount. When the heat and his thirst
became more intense, he said to himself: ‘[ will return to my
[starting] place. He slept there for a while and awoke to find
his mount.”

* * *

cigdll g sla )l Om e B ly— oY
Chapter: ( 52)
About Combining between Fear and Hope

[Please be informed that a servant should be both fearful
and hopeful in moderation. No virtue of one of them should
exceed the other, but in the case of falling sick, his hope

"' The other narrations have the words: “He slept waiting for

death. When he found his mount, he was greatly moved and said:
‘0O Allah! You are my slave and | am your Lord.” (The last words
show his utmost pleasure that caused him to utter what
contradicts believing in Oneness of Allah 2&. This did not affect his
faith). And the words: "Allah 3 is more pleased than that slave.”
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should be more intense. The textual proofs from the Book of
Allah & and Sunna of the Prophet # support this.

Allah 45 said:
“Did they then feel secure against the Plan of Allah? None

feels secure from the Plan of Allah except the people who are
losers. *” (7: 99) And

Y 8 2 o 1 Y Al Gl e 1088 100 e 0 )
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"0 my sons! Go and inquire about Joseph (&) and his

brother, and never give up hope of Allah's Mercy. Certainly

no one despairs of Allah's Mercy, except the people who
disbelieve 120 87) And
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“On the Day (the Day of Resurrection) when some
faces will become white and some faces will become black;
as to those whose faces will become black (to them it will
be said): "Did you reject faith after accepting it? Then taste
the torment (in Hell) for rejecting faith." (3: 106) And

o S g e o A g ) e L ) 00 s D
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“And (remember) when your Lord declared that He
would certainly keep on sending against them (the Jews),

until the Day of Resurrection, those who would afflict them
with a humiliating torment. Verily, your Lord is quick in
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retribution (for the disobedient and the wicked) and certainly
He 1s Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (for the obedient and
those who beg Allah's Forgiveness). *” (7 -167) And

(VErr iyl & (ve) im._-t u&l Sl f;,rp{w] 1,_1.,_1 Ed B uj o

“Verily, the pious righteous people will be in Delight
(Paradise); * And verily, the wicked the disbelievers will
be m the blazing Hellfire, *” (82: 13-14)

=8 e Bl (Vs e b b (1) 43 i oo LB )
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“Then as for him whose balance (of good deeds) will be
heavier. * He will live a pleasant life (in Paradise). * But as

for him whose balance (of good deeds) will be light, * He will
have his home in Hellfire, *” (101 6-9)
There are ton many verses in this regard. As to the Hadiths,
we will meation the following:
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217. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri : “Allah's
Messenger # said: “When the funeral is ready and the men
carry the deceased person on their shoulders, if the deceased
was righteous it will say: 'Present me (hurriedly),’ and if he was
not righteous it will say: 'Woe is me! Where are they taking

me?" Its voice will be heard by every creature except mankind.
Had he heard it he would have fallen unconscious.”™ (Bukhari)
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Chapter:( 53)
About Superiority of Weeping out of Fearing Allah 33
Allah 25 said:
(et ) e pia s 00 oS0 A
“And they fall down on their faces weeping and it
increases their humility. *” (17: 109) And
(1.=04 P,,]}]@Z (V) u_,S.E '}!3 L,!I"Sa-n-a-l_g (o) ,_,_,J_uﬂ -.:‘.m.:..'li |3 L;..uﬁ ?
“Do you then wonder at this recital (the Koran)? * And
you laugh at it and weep not? *” (53: 59-60)
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218. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud :: *The Prophet %
said to me: “Recite (of the Koran) for me.” [ said: "Shall I
recite it to you even though it was been revealed to you?” He
said: “I like to hear it from others.” So [ recited the chapter
entitled Al-Nisa'a (the Women) until 1 reached (the verse that
says: ‘“‘How (will it be) then, when We bring from each
nation a witness and We bring you (O Muhammad!) as a
witness against these people? *” (4: 41) Thereupon, the

Messenger of Allah # said: “Stop!” Abdullah said: ‘And
behold! His eyes were overflowing with tears.” (Bukhari)
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219. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘The Messenger of Allah %
said: I see what you do not see and hear what you do not
hear. The heavens have screamed and they have the full
right to scream. There is no space of four fingers width
except there is a prostrating angel with his forehead on it
for Allah &. And by Allah, if you have known what I
know, you would weep much and laugh little, you would
not enjoy the women in bed, and you would come out on

the pathways supplicating to Allah 35 sincerely. I wished if
I had been a tree that is cut off.” (At-Termizi)
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220. Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said: “A
man that wept out of fear of Allah will never enter the Fire
until the milk returns to the udder. And neither dust scattered
for the sake of Allah and Fire’s smoke gathers.”
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221. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4
said: “Allah will give shade to seven people on the Day when
there will be no shade besides His. They are a just ruler, a
young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah
# alone sincerely from his childhood, a man whose heart is
attached to the mosque, two people who love each other only
for Allah's sake, they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a
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man who refuses the seduction of a charming woman of noble
birth saying: ‘I fear Allah,” a man who gives charitable gifis
so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right
hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in
seclusion and his eyes overflows with tears.”

e # #
il b by o

Chapter ( 54)
About Abstention from Worldly Delights

[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book
enfitled Thya’a Ulum Al-Din  (Revival ol the Religious
Sciences)’

Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will
benefit the reader on this topic.

The Fourth Article: Asceticism

Signs of Asceticism

Although it may be thought that he who does not covet
money is an ascetic, this is not true, because disliking money
and showing austerity (in food or clothes) is easy for those
who long for praise.

How many monks used to eat little food and lived in an
opened monastery with the aim that people would know about
him and praise him. This is not the decisive depiction of
asceticism,, as asceticism is a difficult matier to know of,
rather it is so for the ascetic himself. It has three inner signs.
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The First Sign:

One should not be pleased with what he gains nor

saddened over what he loses. Allah 3 says:
Jinke JS Land Y A 80T Ly 1ALE Y pth L B rli Se 1)
[ERATEN } &i 1‘]_5'_"\;

“In order that you may not despair over matters that pass you
by, nor exult over favors bestowed upon you...*” (57 23)

The Second Sign:

The one that praises him or criticizes him are equal to
him.

The first sign is related to asceticism in wealth and this
sign is related to asceticism in authority,

The Third Sign:

He should feel at peace when mentioning Allah 3%, The
sweetness of obedience should dominate his heart, and the
heart should always be filled with love; either life’s love or
Allah’s love. Both of them are like the water and the air in a
glass; if you pour water into a glass, the air vacates. Thus,
whoever preoccupied himself with the remembrance of Allah
% would not care for any thing else. For this reason, when
some scholars were asked: "How far has asceticism taken
them?” he said: "Until they felt at complete rest mentioning
Allah & because love of life and feeling at complete peace
mentioning Allah & do not go together.”

The people of knowledge said: "If belief occupies a
marginal position in the heart, it becomes involved in life and
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the Hereafter, but if it occupies its innermost position, it
becomes involved in the Hereafter.”

Abu-Solayman said: ‘He that is obsessed with himself is
distracted from people. This is the status of working people.
He that is obsessed with his Lord is distracted from his soul.
This is the status of the cognizant people. The ascetic one
should have a status in between these two. His primary status
is to have his soul preoccupied with his soul. In this status
both praise and criticism, existence and non-existence are
equal to him. It should be obvious that the withholding of
some money by such a person does not discredit his
asceticism.

Thus, the sign of asceticism is that poverty and wealth,
dignity and indignity, praise and criticism become equal and
this is because geniality with Allah 3% overpowers all. These
signs necessarily have secondary signs.

Yahya ibn Mo'az said: "Giving of what is available is a
sign of asceticism.”

Ibn Khafeef said: "Feeling at peace at abandoning wealth
is one of the signs of asceticism.” He also said: "Asceticism is
the abandonment of worldly pleasures without mannerism or
pretence.”

Ahmed ibn Hanbal and Sofyan (may Allah & shower of
His mercy on them) said: "Shortening one’s hopes is one of
the signs of asceticism.”

Al-Sorri said: "An ascetic does not feel at peace if he is
detracted from his soul, and a cognizant one does not feel al
peace if he 1s obsessed by his soul.” He also said: ™' practiced
all types of asceticism and controlled them all except the
asceticism from people. [ could neither reach nor bear 1t.”
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Al-Fodhayl (may Allah 4 shower of His mercy on him)
said: "Allah 3% has gathered all the evil objects in a house and
made love of life its key. He also has gathered all the good
objects in a house and made asceticism in life its key.”

The previous words of Imam Al-Ghazali seem to serve
this topic, and now let us see what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled.]

Allah & said:
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“Verily the likeness of (this) worldly life is as the water
(rain) which We send down from the sky; so by it arises the
intermingled produce of the earth of which men and cattle eat.
until the earth is clad with its adornments and is beautified,
and its people think that they have all the powers of disposal
over it, Our Command reaches it by night or by day and We
make it like a clean-cut harvest, as if it had not flourished for
one day! Thus do We explain the signs in detail for the people
who reflect. *” (10: 24) And
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“And put forward to them the example of the life of this
world, it is like the water (rain) which We send down from
the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and
becomes fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and
broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And Allah is Able to
do everything. * Wealth and children are the adornment of the
life of this world, but the good righteous deeds, that last are
better with your Lord for rewards and better in respect of
hope. *” (18: 45-46) And
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“Know that the life of this world is only play and
amusement, pomp and mutual boasting among you, and
rivalry in respect of wealth and children. (It is) as the likeness
of vegetation after rain, thereof the growth is pleasing to the
tiller, afterwards it dries up and you see it turning yellow,
then it becomes straw. But, in the Hereafter (there is) a severe
torment (for the disbelievers and the evil-doers), and (there is)
Forgiveness from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure (for the
believers and good-doers). And the life of this world is only a
deceiving enjoyment. *” (57: 20) And
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“Beautified for men is the love of things they covet,
women, children, much gold and silver (wealth), branded
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beautiful horses, cattle, and well-tilled land. This is the
pleasure of the present world's life; but Allah has the
excellent return (Paradise with flowing rivers) with Him. *”
(3: 14) And

P LR

ﬂuf,ﬁdyyjmnmn f&ﬁmd:.mn ST A Iy
(o ki) 455l

“0 mankind! Verily, the Promise of Allah 1s true. So let
not this present life deceive you, and let not the chiel deceiver
(Satan) deceive you about Allah. *” (35: 5) And

NS 3 (T) gﬁ.ﬁﬁpﬁ{w}yﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁuﬁ;{u} sy sl B
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“The mutual rivalry (for piling up of worldly things)
diverts you * Until you visit the graves (when you die). *
Nay! You shall come to know. * Again, Nay! You shall come
to know. * Nay! If you knew with a sure knowledge (the end
result of piling up wealth, you would not have occupied
yourselves in worldly things). *” (102: 1-5) And
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(16 st ) § el s

“And the life of this world is only amusement and play!
Verily, the home of the Hereafter - that is the life indeed (i.e.
the eternal life that will never end), if they but knew.
*7 (29: 64)

The Hadiths in this regard are too many to enumerate,
thus, we choose just a few of them:
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222, Narrated Amr ibn  Awf, the freed slave of Bano
Amer ibn Lo’ayy who participated in Badr battle; ‘The
Messenger of Allah % sent Abu-Obayda ibn Al-Jarra'a who
returned with some money from Bahrain. Some people of Al-
Ansar heard the news, so they attended the Dawn Prayer with
the Messenger of Allah 45. When the he # completed his
prayer and wanted to leave, they met him, and when he % saw
them he smiled and said: “I think you have been informed
that Abu-Obayda has brought something?"” They said: "Yes.
Messenger of Allah!” He said: “So, have the good tidings and
wait for what would please you. And by Allah, I do not fear
poverty for you, but I fear lest luxury of life be given to you
as it was given to those before you, and [ fear lest you
compete with one another as they had competed with one
another. Hence it would destroy you as it had destroyed them.™
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223. Narrated Abu-Sa'ced Al-Khudri: “"The Messenger of
Allah # led us in the afternoon Prayer (so early) then he
addressed us. He never left anything (related to the religion)
except that he informed us therewith. Some memorized it and
other forgot it. Of the things he said was: “Behold, the
worldly life is tender and sweet and Allah has made you
vicegerents that He would see how you would act. So, ward
off (the delights of) life and ward off women.™

Abu-Sa'eed said: *Of what he said was: “Behold! Let no
fearing people prevent one of you from saying the truth as
long as he learns il.”"” “The narrator said: ‘Abu-Sa'eed wept
and said: "How many times we feared to say the truth!” Abu-
Sa'eed said: "Of what he has said was: “Behold! A banner
will be erected to every betrayer proportional tfo his betrayal.
And there 1s no greater betrayal than that of a ruler who
usurped authority from the common people (against the will
of the authonzed people), his banner of betrayal will be
erected at his posterior.”

Abu-Sa'eed said: “Of what we memorized was: “Behold!
The sons of Adam were created with various characters.
Some of them are born as believers, live as believers, and die
as believers. Some of them are born as unbelievers, live as
unbelievers, and die as unbelievers. Some of them are born as
believers, live as believers, and die as unbelievers. Some of
them are born as unbelievers, live as unbelievers, and die as
believers. Behold! Among them are those who are slow to
anger and calm down and those who get angry quickly and
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calm down quickly and this one for one. Among them are
those who those who get angry quickly and are slow to calm
down. Behold! The best of them are those who are slow to
anger and calm down quickly and the worst of them are those
who get angry quickly and calm down slowly. Behold!
Among them are those who give the rights of others leniently
and claim their rights from others leniently and among them
are those who give the rights of others harshly and claim their
rights from others harshly and this is one for one. And
behold! Among them are those who give the rights of others
harshly and claim their rights from others harshly. The best
among them are those give the rights of others leniently and
claim their rights from others leniently and the worst of them
are those who give the rights of others harshly and claim their
rights from others harshly. And behold! Anger is a brand of
fire in a man’s heart. Have not you seen the redness of his
cheeks and swelling of his jugular vein. Thus, he who felt
something of this let him touch the earth (sit).”” Abu-Sa'eed
said: “The Messenger of Allah # directed us to look at the sun
saying: “Is there any part of it that has not sunk?” Then the
Messenger of Allah 4 said: “There is nothing that remains of
this life save what has remained of this day of yours.™
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224, Narrated (Mujahid ): ‘Ibn Dmarmay Allah be
pleased with them said: “Allah's Messenger #& took hold of
my shoulder and said: 'Be in this world as lf you were a
stranger or a traveler.' (The sub-narrator added): *Ibn Omar
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used to say: "If you survive until the evening do not expect to
be alive in the morning, and if you survive until the morning
do not expect to be alive in the evening, and take from your
health for your sickness, and (take) from your life for your
death.”” (Bukhari)
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225. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4=
said: “Life is the believer’s prison and the unbeliever’s
paradise (pastime).”™
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226. Narrated Sahl ibn Sa'ad : *“The Messenger of Allah 3

said: “Had the worldly life equaled a mosquito’s wing with

Allah, He would not have given a sip of water to an

12
unbeliever =

"2 This Hadith shows the limit to which worldly life is disgraced.
Had it had any value, Allah # would not have given the most
trivial thing to the unbeliever because he is an enemy to Allah &
and the enemy is not given anything. But this worldly life does not
worth even a mosquito’s wing in the sight of Allah . Thus He
protects his believing servant from it as one of us protects a
diseased person from anything harmful. This is confirmed by the
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227. Narrated Malek Al-Ansari: ‘The Messenger of Allah
4 said: “Setting free two hungry foxes among a herd of sheep
is not more spoiling to one’s religion than his keenness on
money to his religion.”

Hadith that says:. "Most assuredly, Allah protects His believing
servant from life as one of you protects his patient from water.”
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Chapter: (55)
About the Superiority of an Austere Life

Allah 2% said:
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“Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have
given up the prayers and have followed their lusts. So they
will be thrown in Hell. * Except those who repented and
believed (in the Oneness of Allah and His Messenger
Muhammad) and worked rightcousness. Such will enter
Paradise and they will not be wronged in aught. *” (19: 59--

60) And
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“So he (Qaroon) (Korah) went forth before his people in
his pomp. Those who were desirous of the life of the world
said: “Ah, would that we had the like of what Qaroon (Korah)
has been given? Verily! He is the owner of a great fortune.’ *
But those who had been given (religious) knowledge said:

"Woe to you! The Reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better
for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and thus,
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none shall attain this except those who are patient (in
following the truth).” *" (28: 79-80) And
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“Then, on that Day, you shall be asked about the delight

{yﬂu mdulged in, in this world)! *” (102: 8) And
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“Whoever wishes for the quick-passing (transitory

enjoyment of this world), We readily grant him what We will

for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed for

him Hell, he will burn therein disgraced and rejected (- far
away from Allah’ s Mercy} (17 IS}
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As to the Hadith, below are some examples of them:

228. Narrated Orwa: ‘Al'isha said to me: O my nephew!
We used to see the crescent and then the crescent and then the
crescent and in this way we saw three crescents in two
months and no fire (for cooking) was to be made in the
houses of Allah's Messenger 3% “.I said: "O my aunt! Then,
what used to sustain you?" A'isha said: "The two black things
(dried-dates and water). Our neighbors from Al-Ansar had
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some Madina' and they used to present Allah's Messenger %
some of their milk and he used to make us drink it."
(Bukhari)
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229. Abu-Huraira < narrated that he passed by a group of
people who had a roasted ewe. They invited him [to join
them] but he refused to eat and said: “Allah's Messenger %
left this world without satisfying his hunger even with barley
bread.” (Bukhari)
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230. Narrated Qays ibn Hazem: ‘T heard Sa'ad ibn Abu-
Waqqas saying: "l am the first man to shed blood for Allah’s
sake and 1 am the first man to shoot an arrow for Allah’s

sake. And 1 would participate with a group of men of the
companions of Muhammad % eating nothing but the tree

'Madina is a ewe or a camel that is given to someone by its owner
50 the former could drink its milk, while it remains as the property
of the original owner.
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leaves and acacia until onc of us would excrete dung like the
cattle. Then Bano Asad criticizes me regarding the religion. I
have been disappointed and my deeds rendered futile (if their
claim was true)’.” (At-Termizi)
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? Al Hafiz ibn Hajar said: "Bano Asad were among the people who
apostatized after the death of the Messenger of Allah 4. They
followed Tolayha ibn Khowaylid Al Asadi, but Khalid ibn
Al-Waleed fought them during the caliphate of Abu-Bakr % and
defeated them, and they reverted once again to Islam. Tolayhah
reverted also and proved to be a good Muslim. Most of them
inhabited Al Koofah. During the caliphate of Omar ., they
complained about Sa%ad to Omar who subsequently deposed
him, as they claimed that Sa'ad 4 did not perform the prayer well.
For this reason he said: 'l have been disappointed and my deeds
rendered futile (if their claim was true).”

Ibnul-Jawzi said: "If it was said: ‘How could Sa'ad 4 praise himself
as a Muslim should not praise himself?’ We say: 'He was entitled
to do so in order to refute the false claim of Bano Asad, that he did
not perform the prayer well. Thus, he was obliged to mention his
excellence in this regard. It is well known that praising oneself is
not forbidden, as long as it is free of exaggeration and it aims at
showing the truth about something else, and mentioning Allah’s
favors to one. Joseph =2, the Prnphat of Allah #& praised himself
as stated by the Noble Koran. Allah 45 says: “(Joseph) said: "Set
me over the store-houses of the land. twlll indeed guard them, as
one that knows (their importance). ** (12: 55) Ali ibn Abu-Taleb .
said: 'Ask whatever you need to ask about Allah’s Book.™
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231. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Ahl Al-Soffa (The people
who used to live under the covered part of the mosque) were
the guests of the Muslims: they had neither families nor
property. By Allah besides Him there is no god, T would
squeeze my belly to the ground out of hunger; and I would
tie a stone on my belly out of hunger. One day 1 sat where
they used to go through, Abu-Bakr passed by and I asked him
about a verse of Allah’s Book. I asked him hoping only to
have some food, but he went out without offering me any.
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Omar passed by and | asked him about a verse of Allah’s
Book. 1 asked him hoping only to have some food, but he
went out without offering me any.

Then, Abul-Qasem (the nickname of the Prophet#z) passed
by. He smiled when he saw me and said: “Abu-Hurairal!”™ I
said: "Here T am Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Follow me.”
He entered his house and I asked permission to enter and he
gave me the permission. He found a cup of milk and asked
about him that had brought it, and he was informed about him.
The Messenger of Allah % said: “Abu-Huraira!” [ said: “Here I
am Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Go to Ahl Al-Soffa and
invite them. They are the guests of the Muslims with neither
families nor properties.” Whenever zakat was brought to the
Messenger of Allah % he used to send of it to them without
touching it; but if it was a present, he would eat some of it and
send something of it to them. [ became embarrassed because |
knew that a cup of milk would do nothing for them, And I knew
that the Messenger of Allah 3 would order me to pass it round
to all of them and I hoped to have some of it. However, there
was no escape but to obey Allah & and to obey His
Messengerss, so [ invited them and they came in. The
Messenger of Allah # said: “O Abu-Huraira! Take the cup and
pass it around. [ took the cup and started to give it to each one of
them. They would drink until they had quenched their thirst and
then return it back [to me] and so on until I reached the
Messenger of Allahss, after all the people had quenched their
thirst. The Messenger of Allah % took the cup, put it on his
hand, smiled, and said: “Abu-Huraira! Drink!” I drank. Then he
said: “Drink!” and 1 drank. I kept on doing this and the
Messenger of Allah 3 kept on ordering me to drink until I said:
"By Him Who sent you with the truth I have no more room.”
He took the cup, praised Allalds, recited AlTasmiya, and
drank.” (At-Termizi)
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232, Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn: ‘The Messenger of Allah
# said: “The best of my followers are those among whom 1|
was sent, then those who follow them.”™ The narrator said: "I
do not know whether he, the Messenger of Allah #
mentioned a third (generation) or not.” Then the Messenger
of Allah #z said: “Then there will come some people who give
witness [say the shahada] without being asked to give it. They
will betray, prove dishonest, and spend lavishly on food and
drink.” (At-Termizi)
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233, Narrated Abdullah ibn Mihsan: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “He who spends the night safely among his

family, his body free of ailments, and having sustenance for
his present day has possessed the whole world.” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter: ( 56 )

About Contentment with Small Things and Spending
Moderately

Allah 25 said:
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“And no moving (living) creature is there on earth but its
provision is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place
and its deposit (in the uterus, grave). All is in a Clear Book
(Al-Lawh Al-Mahfouz - the Book of Decrees that is with
AllahZ®). * (11: 6) And
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“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land
(for trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks that
they are rich because of their modesty. You may know them
by their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And whatever
you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. * (2: 273)
And
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“And those who, when they spend, they are neither

extravagant nor niggardly, but hold a medium (way) between
those (extremes). *” {25: 67) And
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“And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except
that they should worship Me (Alone). * 1 seek not any
provision from them (i.e. provision for themselves or for My
creatures) nor do [ ask that they should feed Me (1.e. feed
themselves or My creatures). *” (51: 56-57)

Besides, most of the Hadiths from the previous chapter ,
the following Hadiths will also serve in highlighting this
topic. So, let us go through them.
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234, Narrated Abu-Hurairas: ‘The Prophet 4 said:

"Being rich does not mean having a great deal of property,
but richness is self-contentment."” (Bukhari)
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235, Narrated Hakeem ibn Hezam «s: ‘Once, 1 asked
Allah's Messenger # for something and he gave (it to me);
again I asked and he gave (it to me); again I asked him and he
gave (it to me). Then he said: "O Hakeem! This property is
like a sweet fresh fruit; whoever takes it without greediness, it
will be blessed for him, and whoever takes it with greediness,
it will be blessed for him. Such person is like a person who
cats but is never satisfied. And the upper (giving) hand is
better than the lower (receiving) hand."” Hakeem added: ‘I
said to Allah's Messengeris: "By Him (Allah 4 ) Who sent
you with the Truth, T shall never accept anything from
anybody after you, until I leave this world.” Then Abu-
Bakr#, during his caliphate called Hakeem to give him his
share from Al-Fay’® (like the other companions of the
Propheti), he once again refused to accept anything. Then
Omar % did the same during his caliphate and Hakeem
refused. At that, Omar < said: "O Muslims! I would like you
to witness that | offered Hakeem his share from this booty
and he refused to take it."*’ So Hakeem never took anything
from anybody after the Prophet 4 until he died. (Bukhan)
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* Al Fay' differs from war booty in that Al Fay' is any revenue
added to the commeon treasury unrelated to fighting; an example
of this is the property left by an heirless person on his death.
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236. Narrated Amr ibn Taghlib#: ‘Some Fay' was
brought to Allah's Messenger # and he distributed it, and he
gave 10 some men and ignored the others. Later he received
news that he was being criticized by those whom he had
ignored. So he glorified and praised Allah and said: “Amma
Ba'ad (To proceed). By Allah, I may give to one man and not
another, although the one whom I ignore is nearer to me than
the one to whom I give. But | give to some people as I feel
that they have no patience and no contentment in their hearts
and I leave those who are patient and self-contented with the
goodness and richness that Allah has put into their hearts, and
Amr ibn Taghlib is one of them.” Amr ibn Taghlib added:
"By Allah! Those words of Allah's Messenger 4 were dearer
to me than the best red camels.” (Bukhari)
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237. Narrated Hakeem ibn Hezams#: ‘The Prophet % said
“The upper hand is better than the lower hand (i.e. he who
gives in charity is better than him who takes it). One should
start giving first to his dependents. And the best object of
charity is what a wealthy person gives (from the money that is
left after his expenses). And whoever abstains from asking
others for some financial help, Allah will give him and save
him from asking others, and whosoever is satisfied with what
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Allah has given him, Allah will make him self-sufficient.
(Bukhari)
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238. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud: ‘The Messenger of
Allah 4 said: “He that fell in debt then relied on other people
to settle it, his debt would not be settled. And he that fell in
debt and relied on Allah % to settle it, Allah # would
provide him with urgently needed or deferred sustenance.”
(At-Termizi)
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239. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Prophet % said:
“Zakat is unlawful to a rich man and one capable (of earning
his living).”

Abu-Issa said: ‘It was narrated in another version that:
"The Prophet 3 said: “Zakat is unlawful to a rich man and
one capable (of earning his living). However, if the man was
strong, but he possessed nothing and Zakat was given to him
without him asking for it, the one giving it will be rewarded.”
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240. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘The Prophet % said: “A
peor person is not the one for whom a date or two or a morsel
or two (of food) is sufficient for him, but a poor person is he
who does not (beg or) ask the people (for something) or show
his poverty at all. Recite if you wish, (Allah's Statement):
“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are restricted
(from travel), and cannot move about in the land (for trade or
work). The one who knows them not, thinks that they are rich
because of their modesty. You may know them by their mark,
they do not beg of people at all. And whatever you spend in
good, surely Allah knows it well. *” (2: 273)
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Chapter: (57)
About Earning one’s Livelihood Lawfully

Allah #& said:
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“Then, when the (Friday's) prayer is ended, you may
disperse through the land, and seek the bounty of Allah (by

working, etc.); and remember Allah much, that you may be
successful, *” (62: 10}
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah 4&:

241. Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘Allah's Messenger 32 said:
“By Him in Whose Hand my life is, it is better for anyone of
you to take a rope and go and cut wood then carry it on his
back, to then to sell it (as a means of earning his living) rather
than to ask a person for something and that person may or
may not give it to him .”” (Bukhari)
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242, Narrated Al-Migdam <#: ‘The Prophet 4 said:
“Nobody has ever eaten a better meal than what one earns by
working with one's own hands. The Prophet of Allah David
#:h used to eat from the revenue of his craft.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 58 )
About Giving Generously out of Reliance on Allah 3&
Allah 3% said:
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“Say: "Truly, my Lord enlarges the provision for whom
He wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and
whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's Cause), He will
replace it. And He is the Best of providers." (34: 39) And
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“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land
(for trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks that
they are rich because of their modesty. You may know them

by their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And whatever
you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. *” (2: 273)
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah#:

243, Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud<s: ‘The Prophet &
said: "Who among you considers the wealth of his heirs
dearer to him than his own wealth?” They replied: "O Allah's
Messenger! There is none among us but loves his wealth
more.” The Prophet # said: “So his wealth is whatever he
spends (in Allah's Cause) during his life (on good deeds)
while the wealth of his heirs is whatever he leaves after his
death.”” (Bukhari)
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244, Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘The Prophet 4 said:
"Every day two angels come down from Heaven and one of
them prays: “O Allah! Compensate every person who spends

in Your Cause.” The other (angel) prays: “O Allah! Spoil the
properties of every miser.”” (Bukhari)
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245, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr may Allah be pleased
with them °‘A man asked the Prophet #: "Whose Islam 1s

good or what sort of deeds (or what qualities) of Islam are the
best?” The Prophet said: “To feed (others) and to greet those
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whom you know and those whom you do not know.
(Bukhari)
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246. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr, may Allah be pleased
with them : ‘Allah's Messenger % said: “There are forty
good qualities (virtuous deeds) and the best of them is the
Madina of a nanny goat, and anyone who does one of these
virtuous deeds hoping for Allah's Reward, with firm

confidence that he will get it, then Allah will make him enter
Paradise because of it.”” (Bukhari)
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247. Narrated Sa'eed Al-Ta'e: ‘Abu-Kabsha Al-Anmari
told me that he heard the Messenger of Allah % saying: “I
swear that the following three things are true. Giving In
charity does not reduce property, Allah increases the dignity
of him who bears patiently when oppressed, and there is no
servant who asks (begs) people while having what suffices
him, except that Allah # opens a gate to poverty before him
(the narrator said that the Messenger of Allah # said some
words to this effect). And [ tell you a Hadith that you should
memorize. Life is for four people: a servant to whom Allah &
has given wealth and knowledge. He fears his Lord
concerning them, treats his relatives kindly through them,
knowing that Allah @& has rights in them. Such a person
occupies the highest rank. A servant whom Allah &5 has not
given wealth, but He has given knowledge, and he has a
sincere intention. He says: ‘If Allah 2& had given me wealth, I
would behave in the same way, the former behaves.” He is
rewarded in accordance with his intention. Hence the reward
of both of them is equal. A servant whom Allah &% has given
wealth, but He has not given knowledge, who spends of his
wealth wastefully and lavishly, does not fear Allah, does not
treat his relatives kindly, and he does not know that Allah &
has rights in that wealth. This one occupies the lowest rank.
And a servent whom Allah 2 has not given either wealth or
knowledge, and he says: *Had I been given wealth, [ would have
behaved in the same way as him (the latter).” Both of them are
equal in sin.””’
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248, Narrated Asma'a bint Abu-Bakr: ‘I said: O
Messenger of Allah! I have nothing except what Al-Zobayer
(her husband) gains. Am I permitted to give (in charity)?” He
said: “Yes. And do not withhold lest it would be withheld
from you.” The narrator explained the words: “And do not
withhold lest it would be withheld from you,” as meaning do

not think that what you give in charity decreases your
possessions.

#* * *
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Chapter ( 59)
About the Forbiddance of Miserliness

and Greediness

[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book
entitled: ‘Thya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’
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Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will
benefit the reader on this topic.

The Seventh Article: Miserliness

We have seen that miserliness is one of the diseases that
makes mixing with [some] people and cooperating with them
impossible. Have not you realized that if everyone withholds
his time and wealth from other people, would be there any
cooperation, kindness, sacrifice, tendemess, or love? How is
an imploring person to be rescued? How is a distressed
person to be released from his distress? What would the
mutual relationships among brothers and neighbors be?

Then if goodness has dried up and miserliness has
prevailed, who is there that can proceed to do beneficial
projects?

If we suppose that miserliness has prevailed, how could a
state be established? How many people would die out of
hunger and thirst? Who would look after the old men? Who
would support the disabled ones? Who would sustain the
helpless children? When meanness prevails, women will
hesitate to do motherly” duties and men will neglect their
marital duties.

Imagine then, how human life would be! Whenever man
overcomes his meanness, a beneficial activity comes to
existence. The more beneficence there 1s, the larger beneficial
projects are. For this reason, both the Book of Allah 4 and
Sunna of the Prophet % urged people to spend in the cause of
Allah %E sincerely. The Noble Koran connects spending and
purifying the soul in many verses. Allah & says:

(g € S5 A g g )
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“Those who spend of their wealth for increase in self-

purification, *” (92: 18) And
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“...And were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on
you, not one of you would ever have been pure, but Allah
purifies whom He pleases...*” (24: 21)

The previous verse was a preamble to a verse talking
about spending in the way of Allah 3. It says:
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“Let not those among you who are blessed with graces
and wealth swear against helping their kinsmen, those in
want, and those who have left their homes in Allah's cause.
Let them forgive and overlook. Do you not wish that Allah
should forgive you? For Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.
7 (24: 22)

Curing miserliness and purifying the soul from it is not an
casy process, For, Allah & has created the human soul with
an inclination to it. Allah 35 said:

uﬂutuﬁcmmulﬁ | tJ}mLELuw;_a\; SR As P

L | Sy 1_5"‘“"5"" s c-ul" ey *—u-==-'|j T c—ﬁ-&“_r Bl Log

BAL IR | 1},_;. ‘_‘Ulu_]l_,c.fu'lim

“...Even though men's souls are swayed by greed...* (4:128)
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Thus, miserliness is always present, but it does not cease
to debar man from spending. If the soul wants to spend,
miserliness repels that desire. For this reasons, the verses that
speak of spending usually contain what enables man to
overcome this vice to let the human soul move freely towards
spending. Such meanings are contained in our interpretation.
Since meanness is manifestly apparent as regards wealth, we
shall confine our study to it.

Now, let us see what Al-Ghazali, may Allah show
mercy on him, said."

Criticism of Miserliness
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Allah 35 said:

* . And those saved from the covetousness of their own
souls, they are the ones who achieve prosperity. *” (39: 9)
And
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“And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts
that Allah has given them of His Grace think that it is good
for them. Nay, it will be the worse for them. Soon, what they

* This is an introduction by Sheikh Sa'eed Hawwa to the subject
quoted from the book entitled: ‘Al Mostakhlas Fi Tazkiyatil Anfos,’
based on Imam Al--Ghazali's work.
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have covetously withheld will be tied to their necks like a
twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment...*” (3: 180) And
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“(Nor) those who are miserly, or enjoin miserliness on
others, or hide the bounties that Allah has bestowed on
them.. . *” (4: 37)
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The Messenger of Allah # said: “Beware of miserliness it
caused those before you to violate their honor, shed their
blood, and severe relations with their kinsmen.”

He # also said: *Not a parsimonious, cunning,
treacherous, or ill-mannered one will be admitted into
Paradise.” The other narrative adds: “...a tyrant and the one
who hurts the recipients of his Zakat.” And
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“The allegory of the one who spends in charity and the
parsimonious one who withholds [his wealth] is like the tale
of two people wearing coats of armor covering all their
bodies up to their breasts. The one who gives in charity, does
not spend except that the armor becomes wider letting him
spend, while that of the other becomes so tight that if he
wanted to spend, he could not despite all his attempts to
widen it.” And

“A believer does not possess two qualities: miserliness
and ill-manners.” And
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Narrated Sa'ad ibn Abu-Waqqas: ‘“The Prophet 2 said: “0
Allah! I seek refuge with You from miserliness. O Allah! I
seek refuge with You from cowardice, O Allah! I seek refuge

with You that 1 reach the feeblest age (when one loses his
wits).”” And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: “The Pmphﬁl 4 said: “Beware of
oppression, for oppression becomes pieces of darkness on the
Day of Judgment. Beware of insolence, for Allah does not
love an insolent one or the one behaves in an insolent
manner.”” And
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Narrated IAbdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Messenger of Allah #&
delivered a sermon in which he said: “And beware of
miserliness, for miserliness has destroyed those before you. It
incited them to tell lies, so they told lies. It incited them to
oppress others, so they oppressed them. It incited them to
severe the ties of kinship, and so they did.”™ And
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah %
saying: “The worst quality of man i1s a miserliness that

prevents [spending] and a cowardice that destroys the heart.”
And
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Jobayr ibn Mota'am narrated: ‘While we were walking
with the Messenger of Allah % on our way home from
Khaybar, some nomads asked him fo give them [something].
He said: “By Him in Whose hand my soul is, if I had camels
as numerous as these thorny trees, I would divide them
among you. Then you would not find me miserly, a liar, or
cowardly...”

Narrated Abu-Sa'eedo Al-Khudri: *Two men entered to
[see] the Messenger of Allah # and asked to give them the
price of a camel. He gave them two Dinars. They went out
and met Omar ibn Al-Khattabis, and they praised the
Messenger of Allah % and said good words about him. Omar
entered to [see] the Messenger of Allah # and told him the
story. The Messenger of Allah # said: “But I gave so and so
(an amount between ten and hundred dinars) but he did not
say so. Verily, one of you may ask me [for something] and I
gave it to him and he goes out with what he has asked for in
his hand, yet it is a piece of Fire.” Omar said: "Why do you
give them what is a piece of Fire?” He said: “Because they
have persisted in asking me and Allah wills not miserliness
for me.”

Abu-Huraira narrated: ‘When the delegation of Bano
Lihyan came to the Messenger of Allahiz, he said: “Who is
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your chief?” They said: "Our chief is Jadd ibn Qays, but he is
stingy.” The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “Which malady is
worse than miserliness? Your chief is Amr ibn Al Jamooh,”
In the other narration, the Messenger of Allah % said: “What
made you elect him as your chief?" They said: "He is the
wealthiest among us, yet there is a trace of stinginess in him.”
He said: *Which malady is worse than miserliness! This is
not your chief. Your chief is Bishr ibn Al Bara'a.”

Umm Al-Bann, the sister of Omar ibn Abdul -Aziz said:
"How bothering 1s the parsimonious one. [f he were a shirt, |
would never wear it.And if he were a way, [ would not tread it.”

Talha ibn Obaydullah said: "We suffer of spending what the
miserly persons suffer, but we adhere to patience...”

AbdulAbdullah  ibn  Amr said: ‘Al-Shohh (extreme
miserliness) is worse than miserliness. For the one who
practices Al-Shohh wants that others should withhold what is
in their hands and withholds what is in his hands, while the
miserly person withholds just what is in his possession.’

Al-Asmae'e said: ‘I heard a nomad describing a man saying:
"l belittled so and so because he sanctifies the worldly
pleasures. When a man asks him [for anything], he behaves as
if the angel of death has come to him.”

Abu-Haneefa (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "I do not
trust the miserly person. For, miserliness urges him to require
more than his right, fearing that he would be dealt with
unfairly. Such a person cannot be entrusted.”
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Ali ibn Abu-Talib said: *By Allah, a generous person does
not take his right in full. Allah 4 said about his Propheti:
*...He confirmed part thereof and repudiated a part...* (66: 3)

Yahya ibn Mo'az said: "The hearts bear love for the
generous people even if they are debauchees. They bear
hatred for the miserly people even if they are righteous
people.”

Ibnul-Mo'ataz said: "He that withholds hus wealth is lax
regarding his honor.”

Excellence of Preferring Others over Oneself

Kindly, bear in mind that generosity and miserliness are
divided into degrees. The highest degree of generosity is
preference of others over oneself, i.e. giving one’s wealth to
others while he is in need of it.

Generosity is to give what [one has that] exceeds one’s
needs or to give to those who have what suffices them. As
generosity includes giving to others while one is in need of
the given object, miserliness includes depriving oneself from
enjoying one’s wealth despite being badly in a need of it.

How many miserly people do not search for a remedy
when hey fall ill? They may have an appetite for a certain
type of food, but they deprive their soul out of miserliness. If
they found it free of charge, they would eat it, as such is the
attitude of a miser with himself, despite his need; while the
one who is generous prefers others to himself, despite his
need. So, look at the difference between the two! Good
manners are gifts from Allah#. He grants of them to
whomever He wills, and there is no degree in beneficence
higher that of preferring others to oneself. Allah & praised
the companions for preferring others to themselves despite
their need. He & says:
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“...But they give them preference over themselves, even

though they were in need ...*" (59: 9)

Narrated A'isha: "The Messenger of Allah # used not to
satisfy his appetite for three successive days until he breathed
his last. Had we so willed, we could have done, but we used
to prefer others to ourselves.”

The Messenger of Allah 4 could not find anything for his
guest, so a man of Al-Ansar came and look the guest to his
house. He put food before him and ordered his wife to tum
off the lantern. He stretched his hand as if he was eating, but
he did not eat until the guest had satisfied his appetite. In the
morning, the Messenger of Allah % said to him: “Allah has
wondered about what you had done last night. On this
occasion, the following verse was revealed:
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“...But they give them preference over themselves even

though they were in need...*" (59: 9)
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As we have said, preferring others over oneself is the highest
degree of generosity, and this was one of the good characteristics
of the Prophet#, about whom the Noble Koran says:

(¢o) € e gla Iy, b
“And you have exalted characters. *” (68: 4)

It was narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja'afar entered a garden
and found a black slave working there. When the slave
brought out his meal, a hungry dog entered the garden and
approached him. The slave threw the meal to the dog.
Abdullah was observing him, and he asked the slave: “What
is your daily ration (of food)?” He said: "What I have given
to the dog.” Abdullah said” "Why did you prefer that dog to
yourself?” He said: "There are no dogs in this land, so i
seems as if it must have come from a distant piace.” Abdullah
said: "Do they criticize me for my beneficence? By Allah,
that slave is more generous than [ am.” Abdullah bought the
garden and what it contained, and then he freed the slave and
granted him the garden.

On the authority of AbukHasan Al-Antaki: ‘More than
thirty-five people gathered in his house in a village near Al
Riyy. They had few loaves of bread, so they turned off the
lantern and sat to eat. When food was cleared away it was
intact, as nobody had eaten from it out of preference of his
companions over himself.

Abbas ibn Dahqgan said: ‘No one left this world in the
same state that he came to it, except Bishr ibn AlHareth. A
man came to him while he was on his deathbed and
complained to him about his condition. Bishr took off the
shirt he was wearing and gave it to him and borrowed another
shirt, and he died while wearing it.
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The Criterion of Beneficence and Miserliness and their
Natures

You may argue that miserliness is a destructive disease
according the texts; what is the criterion for this, and how do
we know that so and so is miserly? There is no man except
that he sees himsell as generous, while others see him
miserly. It may happen that a man may do a deed over which
people will differ [in their opinion]; some may say that it is
miserliness, and others may say it is not.

There is no man except that he loves money and withholds
it. If a man is described as miserly when he withholds money,
no one would be described as generous! If wit hholding money
does not entail miserliness, what kind of miserliness causes
ruin? What is the criterion of generosity and its reward ?

If we say: "He that gives what is obligatory on him is not
miserly.” This is not enough, for he that returns meat to the
butcher and bread to the baker that lacking a seed or a half of
a seed is unanimously agreed to be miserly. He that gives
what a judge has ordered him to give to his sons, and then he
bothers them if they spend more than that, or if they ate one
of his fruits, is counted as miserly. He that bought a loaf of
bread and when another one came [to visit him], he hid it
from him is miserly.

I say: “The obligation has two parts. What is obligatory
according to the law and what is obligatory due to habit. A
generous person is he that does not withhold what valor and
habit oblige him to give. He that withholds what is obligatory
by law is extremely miserly, for example he who does not
give Zakat or pay his children’s support and he who becomes
annoyed when giving it. Such a person is miserly by nature
and practices generosity only out of mannerism. Additionally,
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he who gives objects of the poorest quality and gives Zakat
unwillingly is miserly.

As to valor’s obligation, it is to cease giving the objects of
the poorest quality and giving unwillingly, because this is not
acceptable. [How this is achieved] depends on the person and
their circumstances. It is more repulsive if a man who has
great wealth gives the poorest quality objects or gives
unwillingly than a poor one, and it is more repulsive if a man
treats his slaves and relatives harshly than the strangers, and it
is also more repulsive if a neighbor treats his neighbors more
arrogantly than strangers. What is repulsive in treating the
residents is more repulsive if it is done to guests. The same
applies to food, clothes, buying a shroud, etc.

A miser is he who withholds when he should not
withhold, either according to the law or according to valor,
but this is difficult to define. Thus, he who fulfilled the law’s
obligation and valor’s obligation appropriate to himself has
acquitted himself from miserliness. Yes, he that does not give
more than the obligatory duty cannot be described as
generous,

He that gives willingly more than the limit established by
the law without extravagance is generous proportional to his
willingness. The degrees related to this are limitless and some
people are more generous than the others. Thus, good deeds
beyond the limits imposed by the law are generous deeds;
they should be done willingly, and without covetousness or
hoping for thankfulness, or longing for a special service from
the recipient. For he that longs for thankfulness and praise 1s a
salesman not a benefactor, because he buys praise with his
generous deeds. It is known that praise is desired (it has a
value) while generosity is giving without indemnification,
and this is the truth. It is not done except by Allah 3.
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As to a son of Adam [a human being], we describe him as
generous figuratively, because he does not do any deed
except for an objective. If he has no objective other than a
reward in the Hereafter, gaining the virtue of beneficence, or
purifying the soul from miserliness, he is called generous. If
he does a good deed through fear of criticism or out of hope
of the recipient’s praise, it is not generosity, for he is driven
towards it by hidden incentives. One of Allah’s devotees said:
"Do you think that generosity is confined to wealth? To me,
generosity lies deep in the soul. Al-Mohabi said: ‘Generosity
in religion is that one gives his soul to Allah 4 willingly.”

Remedy for Miserliness

Please bear in mind that miserliness arises {rom a love of
wealth, and love of wealth has two causes:

The First Cause:

The love of the desires and lusts that are satisfied through
wealth, in addition to prolonged hope. Man would not
withhold his wealth if he knew that he will die the following
day, as he needs very little money for such a short period. If
he did not have prolonged hope but he has offspring, they will
substitute for the prolonged hope, as he considers the length
of their life as his, thus he saves his wealth. For this reason,
the Messenger of Allah % said as

Narrated by Ya'ala Al-Amiti: ‘Al-Hasan and Al-Hosayn
walked up to the Messenger of Allah#. He embraced them
and said: “Offspring lead one to miserliness and cowardice.™

When fear of poverty is added, miserliness undoubtedly
Increases.
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The Second Cause:

Mere love of wealth leads some people, even those who
have reached old age, who may have what suffices their
normal needs for the whole of his life and are able to leave
thousands after their death, to withhold Zakat or refuse to buy
medicine to cure their maladies. Their only concern is to
amass money. They may hoard it and let no one know its
place, and they may die, leaving it to whoever finds it, yet his
soul does not permit him to spend a cent of it.

This disease is dangerous for the heart, especially in old
age. It is a chronic and an incurable disease, which is the
extreme error. These men are like stones, or it could be said
that the stones are more useful than they are.

These were the causes of love of wealth, and each disease
is cured with what exterminates its causes. Thus, a love of the
desires and lusts is cured with contentment with small things
and patience. Prospect hope 1is cured by frequent
remembrance of death and pondering over the deaths of ones
contemporaries and the way they used to hoard their wealth
and then they left it.

Concern about ones offspring is cured through
remembrance of the fact that Allah & has preordained their
sustenance. How many a son who did not inherit from lhis
father became better than the one who inherited? The one
who stores wealth for his sons out of fear for their sustenance
should realize that if his sons are righteous, Allah & will
suffice them; if they are otherwise, they will use the wealth in
a disobedient way that will harm him (even after his death).
This malady can be cured through contemplating the sayings
that praise generosity and criticize miserliness. It can be cured
also through remembering the punishment of Allah & for this
sin, and contemplating the ends of the misers, and how
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abhorrent they were to people. There is no miser that people
do not detest and desert him. So, if one contemplates this, he
would realize what his status is in the hearts of people.

Another effective remedy is considering the role of money
and its end. One should not keep money, except for necessary
needs and the rest should be used to have its reward in the
Hereafier.

If one knows, through insight, that spending is better for
him than withholding wealth in this life and the life to come,
his desire to spend increases, if he is sane. If his desire was
stirred, he should suppress it, because Satan promises him
poverty by debarring him from spending.

Curing miserliness is done through knowledge and
practice. Knowledge enables man to know the evils of
miserliness and the benefits of generosity. Praclice can be
achieved through spending even if spending is hard to the
soul. Miserliness may have strong effects in that way that it
blinds and deafens, as long as knowledge 1s not gained, the
desire [to spend] will not be stirred, and consequently, the
deed will not be achieved and the malady will remain
uncured. This case is like the illness whose medicine and the
way it is used are not known. In this case, the patient has to
wait suffering until death.

Duties on a Servant’s Wealth

Wealth is double faced, as it is both good and evil at the
same time. [ts allegory is that of an adder from which an
antidote can be taken while its poison kills. No one will be
safe from the poison of wealth, except if he keeps it under
five conditions.
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The First Condition:

One should know the objective of wealth and for what
reason it was created, giving it only what it deserves of
importance.

The Second Condition:

One should investigate the source of wealth. He should
avoid the unlawful and the doubiful sources and what
negatively affects one’s manners, such as gifts mixed with
bribes and asking for it in a way that degrades one’s manners

The Third Condition:

One should earn what suffices him. He should not toil too
extremely or neglect efforts to earn that which meets his
necessary needs, such as a dwelling place, clothes, and food.
Each one of these has three degrees, a low, medium, and
upper. He can satisfy his needs as long as he clings to the low
degree, except if he intends otherwise.

The Fourth Condition:

One should adhere to moderation in spending. He should not
spend lavishly or meanly. He should spend law fully what he has
earned lawfully. If he does otherwise, he commits a sin.

The Fifth Condition:

One should repair the intention when he takes and gives
and when he spends and saves. He takes what he takes to
support himself in worship. He leaves what he leaves out of
scorn and asceticism. If he does so, possessing wealth will not
harm him. For this reason, Ali said: "If a man were to possess
what is on the earth to spend for Allah’s sake, he would be
considered an ascetic. And if he were to leave what is on the
earth without hoping for Allah’s blessing, he would not be
considered an ascetic.

433



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

S0, let your movement and resting be for Allah’s sake.
They should both be dedicated to Allah’s worship .Eating and
answering the call of nature are the remotest things from acts
of worship, yet they are helpful in this concern, ,as if you
intend to do either for the sake of worship, they would be
considered acts of worship. This should be your intention in
other affairs such as clothing, utensils, etc. because these
articles are needed to establish the religion. What exceeds
your needs should be given away with the intention of it
being used in the service of another servant of Allah &, and
one should not withhold items at a time of need. If one does
all this, he will have extracted from the adder its jewel
(antidote) and warded off its poison. Hence, possessing a
large amount of money will not harm him, but this can be
only attained when one fixes his foot firmly in religion and
knowledge.’

I think this quotation from Imam Al-Ghazali is
sufficient, and now let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled on the same subject.
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Allah 45 said:

“But he who is greedy miser and thinks himself self-
sufficient *And belies Al-Hosna (He belied that Allah &
would recompense him for his charity or he belied that ‘La
ilah illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except
Allah)) * We will make smooth for him the path for evil *
And what will his wealth avail him when he goes down (in
destruction). *” (92: 8-11) And
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“So keep vour duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you
can, listen and obey, and spend in charity that is better for
vourselves. And whosoever is saved from his own
covetousness, they are the successful ones. *” (64: 16)
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249, Narrated Jaber:#: ‘Allah's Messenger # said: "Beware of
oppression, for oppression will turn into excessive darkness
on the Day of Resurrection, and beware of miserliness, for

miserliness destroyed those passed over before you.™
(Muslim)
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Allah # said:

“And (it is also for) those who, before them, had homes
(in Madina) and had adopted Faith, love those who emigrated
to them, and have no jealousy in their breasts for what they
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have been given (from Al-Fay’ of Bano Al-Nadheer), and
give them (emigrants) preference over themselves even
though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved
from his own covetousness, such are they who will be the
successful. *” (59: 9) And
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“And they give food, in spite of their love for it (or for
the love of Him), to a needy person, an orphan, and a captive.
* (They give this saying): "We feed you seeking Allah's
Countenance only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks from
yow.” ¥ (76: 8-9)
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250. Narrated Abu-Huraira +4: ‘A man came to the
Prophet #% (as a guesl), so he 3 sent a messenger to his wives
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(to bring something for that man to eat), but they said that
they had nothing except water. Then Allah's Messenger %

said: “Who will take this (person) and entertain him as a
guest?” A man from Al-Ansar (the Supporters) said: I
[will].” So, he took him to his wife and said to her: "Entertain
generously the guest of Allah’s Messenger4z.” She said: "We
have nothing except my children’s food.” He said: "Prepare
your meal, light your lamp and let your children sleep if they
ask for supper.” So, she prepared her meal, lit her lamp, and
made her children sleep, and then stood up pretending to
mend her lamp, but instead she turned it off. Then both of
them pretended to be eating, but they really went to bed
hungry. In the morning the Ansari man went to Allah's
Messenger 4 who said: “Tonight Allah wondered at your
action.” About that, Allah &% revealed:

“And (it is also for) those who, before them had homes
(in Madina) and had adopted faith, love those who emigrate
to them, and have no jealousy in their hearts for what they
have been given (from Al Fay' of Bano An-Nadeer) and give
them (emigrants) preference over themselves even though
they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved from
covetousness of his soul, such are they who will be the
successful, *7 (59: 9)
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251. Narrated Abu-Huraira -%: ‘Allah's Messenger % said:
“The food for two people is sufficient for three, and the food
for three people is sufficient for four people.” (Bukhari)
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252, Narrated Sahl #: ‘A woman brought a woven
Bordah (sheet) with edging (border) to the Prophet #. Then
Sahl asked them whether they knew what a Bordah is, they
said that Bordah 1s a cloak and Sahl confirmed their reply.
Then the woman said: [ have woven it with my own hands
and I have brought it so that you may wear it.” The Prophet #
accepted it as at that time he was in need of it. So, he came
out wearing it as his waist sheet. A man praised it and said:
"Would you give it to me? How nice 1t 1s!” The other people
said: "You have not done the right thing as the Prophet % is in
need of it, and you have asked for it knowing that he never
turns down anybody's request.” The man replied: "By Allah [
have not asked for it to wear it, but to have 1t as my shroud.”
Later it was his shroud.” (Bukhari)
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253. Narrated Abu-Musa «: ‘The Prophet 4 said: “When
the people of Asha'ari tribe ran short of food during fighting,
or the food of their families in Madina ran short, they would
collect the left over food in one sheet and then distribute it
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among themselves equally by measuring it with a bowl. So,
these people are from me, and 1 am from them.”” (Bukhari)
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Chapter (61)
About Competing in the Deeds for the Hereafter
Allah 2% said:
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“The last thereof (the wine of Paradise) will be the smell
of Musk, and for this let (all) those strive who want to strive
(i.e. hasten earnestly to the obedience of Allah). *” (83: 26)

D U Juiss L 1) 2083 o 0o 5 e e e Yot
Al Lol G oA S a8 s Lol Jend el e WA LB
(45 R g 2 Y STy ey B 106 T e Sl gy
g Sl ol gy

From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah #:

254, Narrated Abu-Huraira<e: ‘The Prophet # said:
“When the Prophet Job % was taking a bath naked, golden
locusts began to fall on him. Job started collecting them in his
clothes. His Lord addressed him: *O Job! Haven't 1 given you
enough so that you are not in need of them?” Job replied:
“Yes! By Your Honor (Power)! But I cannot dispense with
Your Blessings.”™ (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 62 ) About the Superiority of
the Thankful Wealthy One
Allah % said:
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“As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to
Allah and fears Him * And believes in Al-Hosna (He
believed that Allah # will compensate him abundantly for
what he has given in charity or he believed in the Word of
Piety, La illah illa Allah (None has the right 1o be worshipped
except Allah)) *We will make smooth for him the path of
ease {gomdnew} ¥7(92: 5-7) And
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“And the pious person will be far removed from it (Hell). * (It
1s) he who spends his wealth to increase in self-purification *
And who has (in mind) no favor for anyone will be repaid *
Except only the desire to seek the Countenance of his Lord,
the Most High * He surely will be pleased (when he will enter
Paradise), " (92: 17-21) And
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“If you disclose your As-Sadagat (giving in charity), it is
well, but if you conceal it, and give it to the poor, that is
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better for you. (Allah) will expiate you some of your
misdeeds. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.
*(2:271) And
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“By no means shall you attain righteousness (here it
means Allah's Reward), unless you spend (in Allah's Cause)
of what you love. And whatever of good you spend, Allah

knows it well. *” (3: 92)From the sayings of the Messenger of
Allahss:
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255. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud#:: ‘The Prophet %
said: “Do notl wish to be like anyone except in two situations.
The first is a person, whom Allah has given wealth and he
spends it righteously (according to what Allah has ordained in
a just and right way); (the second is) the one whom Allah has
given Hikma (wisdom, i.e. the knowledge of the Koran and
Sunna (the legal ways) of the Prophet 4z and he acts according
to it and teaches it to others.” (Bukhari)
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256. Narrated Abu-Huraira «#: “Allah’s Messenger 4 said:
“One should not hope to be like another except in two cases, a
person whom Allah has taught the Koran and he recites it
during the hours of the night and during the hours of the day,
and his neighbor listens to him and says: "I wish I had been
given what so and so has been given, so that I might do what
he does,” and a person whom Allah has given wealth and he
spends 1t on what is just and right, whereupon another person
may say: "I wish I had been given what so and so has been
given, for then [ would do what he does.™ (Bukhari)
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257. Narrated Abu-Huraira::: ‘Some poor people came to
the Prophet #% and said: “The wealthy people will attain
higher levels and will have permanent enjoyment, as they
offer the prayer like us and observe lasting as we do, but they
have more money by which they can perform the Hajj and
Omra, fight and struggle in Allah's Cause, and give in charity.
The Prophet 42 said: “Shall I not tell you a thing upon which
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if you act you will become equal to those who have surpassed
you? Nobody will surpass you and you would be better than
the people amongst whom you live, except those who would
do the same. Say” ‘Sobhan Allah (Glory be to Allah), Al-
Hamdolillah (Praise be to Allah) and Allaho Akbar (Allah is
the Most Great) thirty three times each after every
(compulsory) prayer.”™ (Bukhari)

The narrator said: ‘We differed and some of us said that
we should say Sobhan Allah thirty three times and Al
Hamdolilla h thirty three times and Allah Akbar thirty four
times, so | went to the Prophet % who said: “Say, ‘Sobhan
Allah and Al Hamdolillah and Allaho Akbar all of them for
thirty three times’™”. (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 63 )
About Mentioning Death and short Hope

Allah & said:
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“Every soul shall taste death. And on the Day of
Resurrection you shall be paid your wages in full. And
whoever is taken away from the Fire and admitted into
Paradise, he indeed is successful. The life of this world 1s

only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). * (3: 185:
And
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“Verily Allah, with Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the
Hour. He sends down the rain and knows what is in the
wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and

no person knows in which land he will die. Verily, Allah is
All-Knower, All- AW:IIE(Uf thmhs} R {31 34] And

“And 1if Allah were to seize mankind for their wrong-
doing, He would not leave on it (the earth) a single moving
(living) creature, but He postpones them for an appointed
term, and when their term comes neither can they delay nor
can they advance 1t an hour (or a moment). *” (16: 61) And
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“0 you who believe! Let not your property or your
children divert you from the remembrance of Allah. And
whosoever does that then, they are the losers. * And spend (in
charity) of what We have provided you, before death seizes
one of you and he says: "My Lord! If only You would give
me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly life),
then 1 should give (Zakat) of my wealth, and be among the
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righteous and do other good deeds. * And Allah grants respite
to none when his appointed time (death) comes. And Allah is
All-Aware of what you do. *" (63: 9-11) And
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“Until, when death approaches one of them (those who
join partners with Allah), he says: "My Lord! Send me back *
So that T may do good in what 1 have left behind!™ No! It is
but a word that he speaks, and behind them is Barzakh (a

barrier) until the Day when they will be resurrected. *” (23:
99-100) And
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"Did you think that We had created you in play (without
any purpose), and that you would not be brought back to Us?
* So Exalted is Allah, the True King: La illah illa Howa
(none bas the right to be worshipped but He), the Lord of the
Supreme Throne! * And whoever invokes (or worships)
besides Allah any other god, of whom he has no proof, then
his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers
will not be successful. * And say (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)): "My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You are
the Best of those who show mercy. *" (23: 116-118) And
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“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who believe

(in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) to be affected
by Allah's Reminder (this Koran), and what has been revealed
of the truth, lest they become as those who received the
Scripture (the Torah and Al Injeel) before (the Jews and the
Christians), and the term was prolonged for them and so their

hearts were hardened? And many of them were rebellious. *”
(57:16)
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There are very many Hadiths on this subject also.

258. Narrated (Mujahed): ‘Ibn Omar, may Allah be
pleased with them said: "Allah's Messenger 2 took hold of
my shoulder and said: 'Be in this world as if you were a
stranger or a traveler.”” (The sub-narrator added): *Tbn Omar
used to say: "If you survive until the evening, do not expect to
be alive in the morning, and if you survive until the morning,
do not expect to be alive in the evening, and take from your
health for your sickness, and (take) from your life for your
death.” (Bukhart)
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259. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud: ‘The Messenger of
Allah 4z drew a square (on the ground). He drew a line inside
that square and a line outside it. Then, he drew some short
lines around the line mside the square. Afterwards, he
signaled to the line inside the square saying: “This is a son of
Adam [i.e. a human being].” He signaled to the square and
said: “And this is his preordained term of hife. It encircles
him.” Then he signaled to the short lines around the line
inside the square and said: “These are the dangers that
encircle him. If one of them misses him, the other does not
miss him.” Then he signaled to the line outside the square and
said: “And this is the son of Adam’s hope.” (At-Termizi)
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260. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4
said: “Initiate the (good) deeds before seven things visit you.

447



Riyadhos-Safiheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

Would you wait for detracting poverty, tyrannical richness, a
despoiling disease, weakening senility, a surprising death, Al-
Dajjal (the worst one that one can wait for), or the Hour that
is the most grievous and the most bitter.”
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261. Narrated Obayy ibn Ka'ab: ‘Whenever two thirds of
the night had passed, the Messenger of Allah # used to
address the people: “O people! Mention Allah. Mention
Allah. Imminent is the first blow (of the Trumpet). Imminent
1s the second blow (of the Trumpet). Imminent is death. And
imminent is death.” Obayy said: "Messenger of Allah! I pray
unto Allah % much. How much of my invocation should I
dedicate to you?” He said: “What you will.” T said: "One
fourth?” He said: “What you will and if you exceeded, it
would be better for you.” I said: “One half?” He said: “What
you will and if you exceeded, it would be better for you.”
Obayy said: "Two thirds?” He said: “What you will and if
you exceeded, 1t would be betier for yvou.” I said: "Would 1
dedicate my invocation wholly to you?” The Messenger of
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Allah # said: “Thus, all that concerns you would be removed
and all your sins would be forgiven.”” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter( 64 ) About the Desirability of
Frequenting the Graveyards
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahg:

262. Narrated Borayda ibn Hosayb Al-Aslami: ‘Allah's
Messenger # said: "I had forbidden you to visit the graves,
but you may now visit them.”” (Muslim) At-Tirmitzi added to
the above: “For it reminds one of the Hereafter.” Thn Maja
also added to it from Ibn Mas'oud: "...and it makes one
overlook the worldly pleasures.™
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263. Narrated Solayman ibn Borayda # on the authority
of his father: ‘Allah's Messenger % used to teach his
Companions, when they went out to the cemeteries, to say:
“Peace be upon you, inhabitants of the dwellings who are of
the members of the believers and the Muslims. If Allah wills,

we shall join you. We ask Allah to grant us and you well
being.”™ (Muslim)
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264, Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4
passed by the graveyard of Madina. He faced them and said:
“Peace be upon you, dwellers of the graves. May Allah
forgive our sins and yours. You are the preceding and we will
surely follow you™
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Chapter( 65)
About the Dislike of Hoping for Death
due to Affliction
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahss:

265. Narrated Anas ibn Malek#: ‘The Prophet % said:
“None of you should wish for death because of a calamity
that befalls him; but if he has to wish for death, he should say:
‘O Allah! Keep me alive as long as life 1s better for me, and
let me die if death is better for me.” (Bukhari)
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266. Narrated Abu-Huraira < ‘Allah's Messenger # said:
"When a son of Adam [human being] dies no further reward
15 recorded for his actions, with three exceptions: Sadaga
whose benefit is continuous, knowledge from which benefit
continues to be reaped, or the supplication of a righteous son
(fcrr him)."” (Mushm]
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267. Narrated Haretha ibn Modharib: ‘We wvisited
Khabbab who was cauterized seven times. He said: 1 have

been ill for a very long time, but for the Messenger of Allah
forbidding us to long for death, I would long for it.”
]
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Chapter ( 66 )
About Scruples and the Abandonment

of Doubtful Matters
Allah % said:
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“When you were receiving it (propagating it) with your
tongues, and uttering with your mouths that whereof you had
no knowledge, you counted it a little thing, while with Allah
it was very great. *” (24: 15) And

(ve i) € LAWY B
“Verily, your Lord 1s Ever Watchful (over them), * (89: 14)
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah#:

268. Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer, may Allah be
pleased with them ‘The Prophet # said: “Both legal and
illegal things are obvious, and in between them there are
(unclear) doubtful matters. So whoever forsakes those
doubtful (unclear) things lest he may commit a sin, will
definitely avoid what is clearly illegal and whoever indulges
in these (unclear) doubtful things bravely is likely to commut
what is clearly illegal. Sins are Allah's Hima (unapproachable
pasture) and whoever pastures (his sheep) near it, is likely to
get in it at any moment.”™ (Bukhari)

(_]L:ﬂ:.'n :&_5;:...;4 E_;u:.!.i‘% 1;51:\11 ‘:J,n .Lﬂi cdie Al L_';'"a_.] ,-_5..1:1{ 11'9."1:.. =714
269. Narrated Anas 4% ‘The Prophet 4 passed by a fallen

date and said: "Were it not for my doubt that it might have
been given in charity, [ would have eaten it."” (Bukhari)
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270. Narrated Abdullah ibn Abu-Molayka «: ‘Ogba ibn
Al-Hareth < said that he had married the daughter of Abu-
Thab ibn Aziz. Later on a woman came to him and said: "I
breastfed (nursed) Ogba and the woman whom he married.”
Oqgba said to her: "Neither I knew that you have breastfed me
nor did you tell me.” Then he rode over to see Allah's
Messenger 45 in Madina, and asked him about it. Allah's
Messenger 4 said: “How can you (keep her as a wife) when

it has been said (that she is your foster-sister)?” Then Ogba
divorced her, and she married another man.” (Bukhari)

* * *
Clad) dlud e Al Glada) B Gl -V
Chapter( 67 )
About the Desirability of Isolation
When Mischief Spreads
Allah & said:
(o oty ) € el 5 4 () ) 1 D

“So flee to Allah (from His Torment to His Mercy - Islamic
Monotheism), Verily, I (Muhammad) am a plain warning to
you from Him. *” (51: 50)
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahi:

271. Narrated Sa'ad ibn Abu-Waqqasa#: ‘I heard Allah's
Messenger #2 saying: "Allah loves the pious rich man who is
inconspicuous."” (Muslim)
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272. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri : “Allah's
Messenger 3 said: A time will come when the best property
of a Muslim will be sheep, which he will take on the top of

the mountains and to the places of rainfall (valleys), so as to
flee with his religion from the trials.”” (Bukhari)

® # 3k
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Chapter( 68 )
About Socializing with People

[Socializing  with people means that one attends
gatherings held for the benefit of the Muslim society, he visits
patients, he guides the one who does not know, he enjoins
what is just and forbids what is unjust, etc.

This is the recommended socializing as directed by the
Prophetig, the prophets of Allah, the rightly guided caliphs,
and the Muslim scholars. This is based on Allah’s statement:
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“O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the
Symbols of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the
animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlanded pecople or
animals, and others, nor the people coming to the Sacred
House (Mecca) seeking the bounty and good pleasure of their
Lord. But when you finish the state of Thram (of Hajj or
Omra), you may hunt, and let not the hatred of some people
who (once) debarred you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (The
House of Allah % at Mecca) lead you to transgression (and
hostility on vour part). Help one another in what leads to
virtue, righteousness, and piety, but do not help one another
in sin and transgression. And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is
Severe in punishment. * (5: 2))

Coiasall glin) i g il 53 (8 oy —
Chapter( 69 )

About Modesty and Leniency
(¥ve o)  puieyall e SRE 7 Sl aidly B
Allah 3% said:

“And be kind and humble to the believers who follow
you. *7 (26: 215) And
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“0O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns
back from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people
whom He will love and they will love Him, be humble
towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers, fight in
the Way of Allah, and never fear the blame of the blamers.
This is the Grace of Allah that He bestows on whom He wills.
And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-
Knower. *” (5: 54) And
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“0O mankind! We have created you from a male and a
female, and made you into nations and tribes that you may
know one another. Verily, the most honorable of you with

Allah is that (believer) who has more piety. Verily, Allah is
All-Knowing, All-Aware. *” (49:13) And
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“Those who avoid great sins (see the Koran, 6:152-153)
and Al-Fawdfhish (illegal sexual intercourse and the like)
except the small faults, - verily, your Lord is of Vast
Forgiveness. He knows you well for He created vou (your

father, Adam) from the earth, and when you were fefuses in
vour mothers' wombs. So ascribe not purity to yourselves. He
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knows best him who fears Allah and keep his duty to Him.
*(53:32) And
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“And the men on Al-A'aral (the wall between Hellfire
and Paradise) will call unto the men whom they would
recognize by their marks, saying: "Of what benefit to you
were your great numbers (and hoards of wealth), and your
arrogance against Faith? * Are they those, of whom you
swore that Allah would never show them mercy.” (Behold! It

has been said to them): "Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on
you, nor shall you grieve.” *" (7: 48-49)
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahzz:

273. Narrated Iyadh ibn Himarss: ‘Allah's Messenger #
said: "Allah #& has revealed to me that you (people) should be

humble, so that no one transgresses another, or boasts to the
other."” (Muslim)
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274. Narrated Anas: *If the Prophet % ate any meal, he
used to lick his three fingers. He said: “And if a mouthful of
bread fell [to the floor] from one of you, let him remove what
has clung to it and eat it. And leave it not for Satan.” Anas
added: ‘He ordered us not to leave any remnant of food
saying: “You do not know where the blessedness exists in
your food.™
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275. Narrated Anas ibn Malek ‘The Messenger of Allah &
said: “If the meatless hoof of a ewe was presented to me, I
would accept it, and if I were invited to a meal where the
meatless hoof of a ewe was to be served, I would respond to
it.” (At-Termizi)

# #* #

aally Sl agad Aol V.
Chapter( 70 )

About the Forbiddance of Arrogance

[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book
entitled ‘Thya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious
Sciences)’

Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will
benefit the reader on this topic.
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{Arrogance is the son of delusion. For this reason we dealt
with it after delusion. The Messenger of Allah #& has defined
It as saymng:

“It is a contempt of people and a degrading of the truth.”

Delusion is the deep root of arrogance.

Let us imagine the gravity of the effect of arrogance on
human life if it dominated people.

Imagine that each one looked at other people in scorn,
what then would be the situation? There will be no respect for
anyone. Imagine then the human condition devoid of respect .
This is the main source of arrogance.

Then, imagine that every human being has rejected the
truth that was shown to him, what would be the situation in
this world? At such a time, oppression and faisehood would
prevail. As long as people do not unite on the way of truth,
they will not unite on falsehood, and at that time the strongest
one will enforce his will. The results of this would be
oppression, terrorism, hostility, and sanctity people’s honors
and rights.

This is a psychological illness that has side effects. What
about the side effects? He that ponders over this realizes the
meaning of Allah’s statement:

(17 o) cpdlall L]y V) @G Gy B
“We have sent you but as a mercy for all creatures. (21: 107

He also realizes Allah’s mercy in sending the Prophets to
their people to purify their souls, and to know about the
importance of the purification process in human life in
general and in the Islamic life in particular. He realizes also
the preachers’ duty to control the purification process as an
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essential means to create righteous groups and societies. This
is a perceptive action, without which we cannot achieve a
worldly or a religious goal.

Now, let us read what Al-Ghazali has said about
arrogance}

The Sixth Article: Arrogance
Nature of Arrogance and its Evils

Please be informed that arrogance is divided into two
divisions, an internal and an external. As to the internal
division, this is a characteristic of the heart, and the external
is the apparent actions of the body.

Arrogance 1s classified under the first one, and the acts are
the results of that characteristic. Arrogance affects the deeds,
so when it is shown on the limbs [i.e. through body language]
one is described as arrogant. If it does not appear, it is said
that one has arrogance in the heart.

Originally, arrogance is implanted in the soul. It is
represented by seeing oneself as superior to others. Thus, its
parties are those towards whom arrogance is shown and the
way with which one shows arrogance. In this way, we
distinguish arrogance from delusion. For, the latter entails the
deluded one only.

So, had man been created alone, he would have been
described as a deluded person not an arrogant one, for
arrogance entails another man to whom the arrogance is
shown. In this case, one feels pleasure and pride in the heart,
this is arrogance. Thus, whenever man sees his soul with that

% This is an introduction by Sheikh Sa'eed Hawwa to the subject
quoted from the book titled: ‘Al Mostakhlas Fee Tazkiyatil Anfos'
based on Imam Al-Ghazali's work.
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eye (eye of arrogance), he gets haughty and arrogant. Thus
arrogance is the psychological state rising in the heart due to
such imaginations.

Commenting on the following verse, Ibn Abbas said that
the state is called the greatness that they will never attain.
Thus, he interpreted arrogance as a sense of greatness. The
VErse says:
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(01 e ) € Tpall jadl S A bl i 4y b G TS

“_..There is nothing in their breasts but (the quest of)
greatness, which they shall never attain...*” (40” 56)

Treating people haughtily differs proportionally with the
degree of arrogance. Thus, one disdains others and likes that
they should stand before him as a servant stands before his
master. When his arrogance gets more intense, he views that
such a person is not qualified to serve him. If he has a lower
degree of arrogance, he disdains being seen as equal to others.
If he teaches or argues, he does this in a rough manner, and if
he is preached to, he does not accept the preaching. If anyone
tries to refute what he says, he treats that person arrogantly.
He deals with common people as donkeys, out of disdain and
contempt.

The deeds resulting from arrogance are too many to count.
This is the arrogance whose evil is great and whose harm 1s
severe, and the dignitaries among the people may be
destroyed because of it. Even some scholars and worshippers
are liable to be affected by it. How do not we consider its evil
as great when the Prophet 4 has said:
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As narrated by Abdullah; *The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
“He that has an atom’s weight of arrogance in his heart will

never enter Paradise...”

Arrogance becomes the screen between a servant and
Paradise, because it distances the servant from the morals that
for the believers are the gates to Paradise. Arrogance closes
these gates because it is impossible for a person to love for
the believers what he loves for himself, as long as he has
pride or arrogance in his heart.

It 1s impossible for a person to treat people modestly, and
that is the highest virtue of the pious people, as long as he has
pride or arrogance in the heart. It is impossible for a person to
treat people honestly as long as he has pride or arrogance in
his heart. It is impossible for a person to suppress vexation as
long as he has pride or arrogance in his heart. It is impossible
for a person to abandon envy as long as he has pride or
arrogance in his heart. It is impossible for a person to
abandon being scornful as long as he has pride or arrogance
in his heart.

In brief, we cannot enumerate all the vices that discredit
its owner. There is no evil characteristic except that an
arrogant person has a trace of it in the heart. For this reason,
he will be deprived of Paradise. It is known that the evil
characteristics are interrelated and that one of them leads to
the other. The worst kind of arrogance is that which prevents
one from benefiting from knowledge, accepting the truth, and
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submitting to it. Many verses have criticized this
characteristic. Below are some examp]cs of them:
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“__.If you could but see how the wicked (do fare) in the
flood of confusion at death! While the angels will be
stretching forth their hands, (saying): "Yield up your souls.
This day you shall receive your reward, a penalty of shame,

for you used to tell lies against Allah, and scornfully you
rejected His verses,” *" (6: 93) And
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“(To them) it will be said: "Enter you the gates of Hell, to
dwell therein forever and evil is (this) abode of the arrogant.”
*(39: 72) And
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“Then, We shall certainly drag out from every sect all
those who were worst in obstinate rebellion against (Allah)
Most Gracious. *” (19: 69) And
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“Your God is One God. As to those who believe not in the
Hereafier, their hearts refuse to know, and they are arrogant.
*1(16: 22) And
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“...Those who had been despised will say to the arrogant
ones: "Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been

believers!"” (34: 31) And
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“T will turn away from My signs those who behave
arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right...*” (7: 146)

The commentators of the Noble Koran have various
opinions regarding this last verse [they say]:

Allah #5 says that He will screen their hearts from
understanding the Koran.

Allah 2% says that He will screen their hearts from
considering the kingdom of the heavens.

Ibn Jorayj said: "Allah 3% says that He will turn their
hearts away {rom considering the creation of the heavens and
the earth, hence they will not be guided by it.”

For this reason, the Messenger of Allah #% explained

arrogance as saying that it is a degrading of the truth and a
scorning of men.
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The One to Whom Arrogance is shown

Please be informed that when one behaves arrogantly, he
shows arrogance to Allah 3%, His Messengers, may Allah be
pleased with them, or the rest of humanity. Man has been
created unfair and ignorant, sometimes he treats people
arrogantly, and sometimes he behaves towards Allah &
arrogantly. Thus, arrogance is divided into three divisions as
far as the one to whom the arrogance is shown is concerned.

The First Division:

Showing arrogance to Allah % is the most defiant
arrogance. Nothing stirs it except pure ignorance and tyranny,
like that of Nimrod, some of the other ignorant people, and
anyone who claims lordship as Pharaoh did. The latter
disdained to be a servant of Allah; instead he claimed to be
the most superior god. For this reason Allah 35 said:
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“_..But those who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely
find themselves in Hell, in humiliation. *" (40: 60) And
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“Christ disdains not to serve and worship Allah, nor do the
angels, those nearest (to Allah). Those who disdain to
worship Him and are arrogant, He will gather them all
together unto Himself to (answer).*” (4: 172) And
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“When it is said to them: "Adore you (Allah) Most
Gracious!" they say: "And what is (Allah) Most Gracious?
Shall we adore that which you command us?" And it
increases their flight (from the Truth).*” (25: 60)

The Second Division:

Showing arrogance towards the Messengers of Allah by
disobeying them under the false allegation of them being
human beings.

This deludes reason and casts it in seas of doubt and
ignorance. Hence, it persists in the erroneous way of thinking
that one is on the right track and the straight path. Allah &
relates to us some examples of these arrogant people in His
statement:

“They said: "Shall we believe in two men like ourselves?
And their people are subject to us!"

The verse refers to the people of Pharach who belied

Moses and Aaron. And
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“The (people) said: "You are only men like ourselves, and
(Allah) Most Gracious sends no sort of revelation, you do
nothing but lie. *" (36:15) And
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"If you obey a man like yourselves, behold, it is certain
you will be lost. ** (23: 34) And
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“And those who aspired not to meet Us said: "Why are not
the angels sent down to us, or (why) do not we see our Lord?"
Indeed they have an arrogant conceit of themselves, and their
insolence is mighty, *"(25: 21) And
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“And they said: "Why is not an angel sent down to him?”
¥ (6: 8)
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Out of arrogance, Pharaoh said:
" _.Or (why) did not the angels come accompanying him
in procession?” *" (43:53) And
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“And he and his hosts were arrogant and insolent in the
land beyond reason...*” (28: 39) The verse refers to Pharaoh
and his hosts.

The Qoraysh showed arrogance as Allah 35 relates their
story with the Prophet#. The Noble Koran says:
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“Also, they said: "Why was not this Koran sent down to
some great man of either of the two (chief) cities? *" (43: 31)

Commenting on this verse, Qatada said that the Qorayshi
people meant either Al-Waleed ibn Al-Mogheera or Abu-
Mas'oud Al-Thagafi. They hoped that the Message should be
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given to one of the dignilaries not to an orphan child, i.e.
Muhammadss. The Noble Koran refuted their allegation

saying:
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“Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of thy Lord?
1" (43:32) And
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“Thus, We tried some of them by comparison with others,

that they should say: "Is it these then that Allah has favored
from amongst us...*" (6: 53)

Out of arrogance, the Qorayshi people said to the
Messenger of AllahZ: "How can we sit (and listen 1o) you
while such weak and poor people are your followers?”
Thereupcm Allah & revealed:
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“Send not away those who call on their Lord morning and
evening, seeking His Face. In naught you are accountable for
them, and in naught they are accountable for you, that you

should turn them away, and thus be (one) of the unjust. * (6. 52)
And

468



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

a,r’j :-.;E;.'J ;;,j‘_u_; :E,;u;.mg s11~..a.1L. ‘,;3;, ;_-U;;.ﬁ ;;,4311 ;._L; n.-ﬂmu__p_,.a'l P

------

[muisn} { LL_.}'.'ln IL}S_,nll_,g(q__ul

“And keep your soul content with those who call on their
Lord morning and evening, seeking His Face; and let not your
eyes pass beyond them, seeking the pomp and glitter of this
Life...*" (18: 28)

Allah # relates to us the amazement of the unbelievers
when they will not find those whom they considered as weak
and poor during life as saying'

“And they will say: "What has happcncd to us that we see
not men whom we used to number among the bad ones?” *"
(38: 62)

The commentators of the Noble Koran say that the
Qorayshi people refer here to Ammar, Bilal, Sohayb, and Al-
Miqdad .

Some people were debarred from contemplation [of the
Message] out of ignorance, some others knew the truth about
the Message, but they refused to confess it. Allah % says:
s (B (e | STy e Ll (sl il de (a LGS r..m.a_—. AP
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“ . When there came to them that which they (should)
have recognized. They refused to believe in it...*” (2: 89 And
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“And they rejected those Signs in iniquity and
arrogance... *” (27: 14)

This division of arrogance is near to the first, but it is not
as grave. It 1s a rebellion against the commandments of Allah
% and of showing modesty to the Messenger of Allahi.

The Third Division:

Treating people arrogantly by showing vain pride and
disdain of others. Thus, one’s soul rejects considering them as
equal to oneself, obeying them or to treating them modestly.
Although this division is less serious than the first and
second, it is dangerous for two reasons.

The first reason is that arrogance, pride, a feeling of
greatness, and superiority do not behoove to none but
Allah3s, the King and the Omnipotent. As to the weak and
disabled servant, how would he be described with these
Attributes! Thus, when the servant assumes arrogance, he
usurps one of Allah’s Attributes. A Hadith Qodsi refers to this
saying:

“Greatness is My loincloth, haughtiness is My dress, he
that assumes one of them I will cast him in Hellfire.”

This means that such attributes are Allah’s, and no
creature 1s permitted to claim any of them. He that claims any
of them has usurped one of His Attributes or Rights. It should
be obvious that the difference between Nimrod and Pharaoh’s
usurpation is like the usurping of some slaves of the master
and usurping the whole kingdom respectively.
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What causes Arrogance?

Be informed that none assume arrogance but he that thinks
highly of his soul, and one does not think highly of his soul
except when he thinks that it has special characteristics. This
could be attributed to worldly or religious reasons. The
religious reasons are knowledge and practice. The worldly
reasons are lineage, beauty, strength, wealth, and a multitude
of supporters. These are seven reasons.

The First: Knowledge

How speedy does arrogance go to the scholars! A scholar
may be deluded with his knowledge, hence he sees other
people as ignorant, thinking highly of himself.

He may feel arrogant in the way that he likes that they
should be the first to give him a greeting. If he greets anyone
first and the other answered his greeting in a delightful way
and better than his, he considers it to be a great favor that he
has submitted to them, and they should give thanks to him
and render a service to him for it.

People may usually do favors for him, but he may not do
them for others; they may visit him, but he may not visit
them. He may exploit those who mix with him; and if one
falls short in his service, he may rebuke him as if he was his
slave and as if the knowledge that he teaches them is not a
duty on him. This arrogance is related to this worldly life. As
to the arrogance related to the Hereafter, the scholar may
think that he is better than others in the sight of Allah3, so he
hopes for himself what he does not hope for them. Such a
scholar is worthier to be called an ignorant one, than to be
called a scholar, for true knowledge is that which helps the
scholar to know his soul, his Lord, and the gravity of ending
one’s deeds with an evil deed.
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If one argues what is wrong with some people who
become more arrogant despite knowledge?

The answer is that there are two reasons for this:
The First Reason:

The scholar may occupy himself with what is called
knowledge but it is not true knowledge. For, true knowledge
is that which helps the scholar to know his soul, his Lord, and
the gravity of meeting with Allah & and being screened by
Him. This implants fear and awe in the scholar’s heart. Allah
HE said:
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“...Truly, those who have knowledge among His servants
fear Allah...*” (35: 28)

The Second Reason:

The servant may involve himself in knowledge with an evil
soul and morals, because he neither disciplined his soul nor
purified his heart before becoming involved in seeking
knowledge, hence he remained ill mannered. Thus, when he
acquires knowledge, any branch of knowledge, it is shaped
according to the container that contains it (the heart). For he
whose determination has been arrogance when he was
ignorant surpassed the limits in ignorance upon acquiring
knowledge because he has acquired an additional element for
delusion. But when he had fear while he was ignorant, and
then he acquired knowledge, he exceeds in fear, modesty, and
humbleness upon acquiring knowledge. As generally,
knowledge leads to arrogance if it is taken mistakenly. For
this reason, Allah & said to his Prophet #:
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“And lower your wing to who followed you of the
believers. *” (26: 215) And
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“ ..Were you severe or harsh-hearted, they would have
broken away from about you...*” (3: 159)
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He & described His devotees as:

«...They are lowly with the believers, mighty against the
unbelievers...*” (5: 54)

The Second: Knowledge and Worship

Knowledge and worship may not be free from feelings of
pride or arrogance. They may not be free from attempls to
milk the sympathy of the ascetics and worshippers. Arrogance
may seep out of the hearts of those people to their limbs in
regard to worldly and religious affairs. They may see that
others feel bound to visit them and they expect others to serve
them, show them reverence, mention their piety and scruples,
and give them priority over other people. These worshippers
see their acts of worship as being favors to other people.

473



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

As to religion, they may see others as ruined and
themselves as rescued, while in fact they are the ruined ones
in reality, even if they see it as otherwise.
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For this reason, the Messenger of Allah 4 said as narrated
by Abu-Huraira: ‘“The Messenger of Allah # said: “If you see
a man saying: ‘The people are ruined, (know that) he is the
utterly ruined one.”™
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The Messenger of Allah 4z said this because the man who
scorns other people is deluded by his own deeds, and feels
safe from Allah’s punishment. But it is evil to scorn others.
The Messenger of Allah # said as narrated by Abu-Huraira:

‘The Messenger of Allah # said: “It is sufficient for a man to
hold his Muslim brother in contempt.™”

How great is the difference between him who loves his
Muslim brother, respects him, and loves for him what he
loves for his own soul!

People attain salvation through reverence and showing
kindness to the creatures of Allaha®, while such scholars [as
described above] seek Allah’s wrath through disliking and
disrespecting them out of their arrogance. It would be better
for them if they loved others in the way of Allah 3 for their

474



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

righteousness, so that Allah 3& would grant them ranks near
theirs and vise versa.

The Third: Arrogance on account of Lineage

This reason includes those who feel arrogant due to their
lineage, i.e. those that have noble origins and scorn others for
not having the same, even if they are of a higher rank than
theirs in knowledge and deeds. Some of them may behave
haughtily thinking that other people are their servant and
slaves, and they may therefore distance themselves from
them. This type of arrogance has its effects in the body. Their
tongues mention their honor too often. This is a vice that,
none, even those among the prudent and righteous people, are
able to abandon. Sometimes the effects may not appear in
their behavior when the people are in good mood, but if one
of them gets angry, it may be shown by their behavior. It was
narrated that Abu-Zarr said: "I disputed with a man in the
presence of the Prophet#. (When I got angry) I said to the
man: O son of a black woman.” At that, the Prophet # said:
"The matter has reached its climax! There is no excellence in
the son of a white woman over that of a black one, except
through piety.” Abu-Zarr said: "I put my cheek to the ground
and said to the man: “Tread on my cheek.™

So look how did the Messenger of Allah 3 attracted the
attention to that claim aroused through anger, he described it
as ignorance and as a wrong deed. And look how Abu-Zarr
repented and uprooted the arrogance from his soul by his
disputant’s feet, because he has been taught that pride is
overpowered only by humility. It was narrated also that two
men had disputed in the presence of the Messenger of Allah
4 and one of them had said: I am so and so, son of so and
so. Who are you then?” The Prophet # said: “Two people
hoasted about their lineage in the presence of Mosesi#2. One

475



Riyadhos-Saltheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

of them said: ‘I am so and so.” He related [his lineage] until
his ninth grandfather. At that Allah & revealed to Moses#4:
“Say to the one boasting about his linecage: "The nine people
you have counted are of the dwellers of Hellfire and you are
their tenth.””

I think this quotation from Imam Al-Ghazali is sufficient,
and now let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in the
S411e concern.
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Allah & said:

“Verily, Qaroon (Korah) was of Moses’ people, but he
behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave him of the
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treasures, that of which the keys would have been a burden to
a body of strong men. Remember when his people said to
him: "Do not be glad (with ungratefulness to Allah's Favors).
Verily! Allah likes not those who are glad (with
ungratefulness to Allah's Favors) * But seek, with that
(wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the
Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawful enjoyment in
this world, and do good as Allah has been good to you, and
seek not mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes not those
who spread mischief. * He said: "This has been given to me
only because of the knowledge I possess." Did he not know
that Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who
were stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of
riches) they had collected? But the criminals, disbelievers,
polytheists, sinners) will not be questioned of their sins
(because Allah knows them well, so they will be punished
without being called to account). *

So he went out before his people in his pomp. Those who
were desirous of the life of the world, said: "Ah, would that
we had the like of what Qaroon (Korah) has been given?
Verily! He is the owner of a great fortune.” * But those who
had been given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The
Reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better for those who
believe and do righteous good deeds, and this none shall
attain except those who are patient and steadfast.” *

So We caused the earth to swallow him and his dwelling
place. Then he had no group or party to help him against
Allah, nor was he one of those who could save themselves. *
And those who had desired (for a position like) his position
the day before, began to say: "Know you not that it is Allah
Who enlarges the provision or restricts it to whomsoever He
pleases of His slaves. Had it not been that Allah was Gracious
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to us, He could have caused the ecarth to swallow us up
(also)!™

Know you not that the disbelievers will never be
successful. * That home of the Hereafter (i.e. Paradise), We
shall assign to those who rebel not against the truth with pride
and oppression in the land nor do mischief by committing
crimes. And the good end is for the pious. *” (28 76-83) And
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“And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance.
Verily, you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth, nor can
you attain a stature like the mountains in height. *” (17: 37)
And
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"And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor
walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not
any arrogant boaster. *" (31: 18)
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The Messenger of Allah # said as

276. narrated by Tyadh ibn Himar #: ‘Allah's Messenger
3¢ said: "Allah % has revealed to me that you (people) should
be humble, so no one should wrong another, or boast to the
other."” (Muslim)
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277. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah's Messenger 3 said:
"Giving in charity does not reduce property, Allah increases
the honor of him who forgives and no one will humble

himself for Allah's sake except that Allah raises him up."’
(Muslim)
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278. Abdullah ibn Omar, may Allah be pleased with them
narrated that Allah's Messenger # said: “Allah will not look
on the Day of Judgment at him who drags his robe (behind
him) out of conceit (pride etc.). Abu-Bakr said<: “One side
of my robe drops down unless I am very cautious about it.”

Allah's Messenger 4 said: “But you do not do that out of
conceit (with a pride}.’” (Bukhari)
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279. Narrated (Abu-Hurairass: ‘The Prophet % said:
“There are three types of people to whom Allah will neither
speak to, nor look at on the Day of Resurrection. A man who
takes an oath falsely that he has been offered for his goods
more than what he was offered, a man who takes a false oath
after Al Asr prayer in order to seize a Muslim's property, and
a man who withholds his excess water. Allah will say to such
a person: “Today I will withhold My Grace from you as you
withheld the excess of what you had not created.”” (Bukhari)
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280. Narrated Ibn Omar may Allah be pleased with them :
“The Prophet #2 said: “While a man was walking, dragging
his clothing with pride, he was made to be swallowed by the

earth and he will go on sinking in it until the Day of
Resurrection.” (Bukhari)
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281. Narraled Salama ibn Al-Akwa'a: "A man will keep
on raising himself up until he will be written among the
arrogant, then he will suffer what they will suffer.” (At-
Termizi)
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About Good Character
Allah & said:
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“And verily, you (O Muhammad!) are on an exalted
standard of character. *” (68: 4) And
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily,
Allah loves the ones who do good. *” (3: 134)
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The Messenger of Allah % said as:

282. Narrated Anas«s: ‘I served the Prophet # for ten
years, and he never said to me: "Ugh!" (a minor harsh word
that denotes impatience) and he never criticized me by
saying: "Why did you do so or why didn't you do so?"
(Bukhari)
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283. Narrated Al-Nawwas ibn Sama'an:: ‘I asked Allah's
Messenger # about righteousness and sin and he replied:
"Righteousness is good character and sin is what revolves in
your heart, and that you hate that people would know about."

(Muslim)
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284. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr may Allah be pleased
with them): ‘The Prophet £ never used bad language. He used
to say: “The best amongst you are those who have the best
manners and character.” (Bukhari)
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285. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah %
said: “The most perfect believers are those having the finest

characters. And the best of you are those who are best to their
women.”
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286. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah
% said: “He who ceased futile lying (while wrangling), a
building will be built for him in the lowest ranks of Paradise;
and he who left off wrangling while having right to it, a
building will be built for him in the middle ranks of Paradise:
and he that enhanced his manners, a building will be built for
him in the highest ranks of Paradise.”” (At-Termizi)
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287. Narrated Jaber: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
“Indeed, the nearest and the most beloved to me among you
on the Day of Judgment are those having the best characters.
And the farthest and the most disliked to me among you on

the Day of Judgment are those who talk much, paying no
attention to what they utter, and the arrogant.””
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Chapter( 72)
About Perseverance, Forbearance, and Tolerance
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in

adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily,
Allah loves the ones who do good. *" (3: 134) And
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“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away
from the foolish (i.e. don't punish them). *” (7: 199) And
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“The good deeds and the evil deeds cannot be equal.
Repel (the evil deed) with one that is better (i.e. Allah ordered
the faithful believers to be patient at the time of anger, and to
excuse those who treat them badly), then verily he, between
him and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he
was a close friend. * But none is granted it (the above quality)
except those who are patient - and none is granted it except
the owner of the great portion (of happiness in the Hereafter,
i.e. Paradise and of a high moral character) in this world. *”
(41: 34-35) And
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“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that
would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.* w2 43
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

288. Narrated by A'isha: ‘A group of the Jews entered to
the Prophet 4 and said: "Al-Sam Alayka.” (i.e. “May death
befall you,” instead of saying: “Al-Salam Alayka.” (i.e. “May
peace be upon you.”). The Prophet 4z said: “And the same is
for you.” A'isha said” ‘I said: "Wa Alaykom Al-Sam Wa Al-
La'ana.” (i.e. “May death and Allah’s curse befall you.”).
Prophet 4% said: “O A'isha! Indeed, Allah loves leniency in all
affairs.” A'isha said: "Did you not hear what they have said?”
He said: “And I said: 'And the same is for you.”™
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289. Narrated Abu-Huraira «£: ‘A nomad stood up and
started to pass urine in the mosque. The people caught him,
but the Prophet # ordered them to leave him and to pour a

bucket or a tumbler of water over the place where he had
passed the urine. The Prophet 4 then said: “You have been
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sent to make things easy and not to make them difficult.™
(Bukhart)
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290. Anas ibn Malek#:: ‘The Prophet 4 said: "Facilitate
things for people (concerning religious matters), and do not
make it hard for them, and give them good tidings and do not

make them run away (from Islam by going to the extreme).”
(Bukhari)
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291, Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘A man said to the
Prophet#: “Advise me.” The Prophet % said: “Do not get
angry and furious.” The man asked (the same) again and

again, and each time, the Prophet % used to say: “Do not get
angry and furious.” (Bukhari)
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292, Narrated A'isha: “Whenever Allah's Messenger #
was given the choice of one of two matters, he would choose
the easier of the two, as long as it was not sinful: but if it was
sinful, he would not approach it. Allah's Messenger # never
took revenge (on anybody) for his own sake, but only when
Allah's Laws and bindings were outraged, in which case he
would take revenge for Allah's sake.” (Bukhari)
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293. Narrated Shaddad ibn Aws % "Allah's Messenger %
said: "Verily. Allah has prescribed proficiency in all things.
Thus, if you kill°, kill well; and when you slaughter an
animal, do it in a good way; and anyone of you should
sharpen his blade so that the animal may be spared the
suffering of slaughtering."” (Muslim})
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294, Narrated Shaddad ibn Aws: ‘The Prophet % said:
“Allah has prescribed doing good in everything. If you killed
by way of retaliation, do this in the most perfect manner. If
you slaughtered an animal, do this in the most perfect

manner. And let one of you sharpen the knife and put the
animal to rest.”” (At-Termizi)
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5 In case of retaliation.
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295. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud: ‘The Messenger of
Allah w said: “Would I tell you about him that is unlawful to
the Fire and to whom the Fire is unlawful for him? It is for
every sociable, lenient, and tolerant one.”™” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter: ( 73 )
About Pardoning People and Tolerating Them
Allah &% said:
(148 et ) alad e o el il 1 il 35 )

“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away
[rom the foolish (i.e. don't punish them). *” (7: 199) And

(A1 aad) € AGD (DN W, B
“And We created not the heavens and the earth and all that
is between them except with truth, and the Hour is surely

coming, so overlook (O Muhammad!) their faults with
gracious forgiveness. *” (15: 86) And
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“And let not those among you who are blessed with graces
and wealth swear not to give (any sort of help) to their
kinsmen, the needy, and those who left their homes for
Allah's Cause. Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love
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that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful  *” (24: 22) And

" Purifying the soul is one of the noble objectives of Islam. The
story of Abu-Bakr . with Mistah, his relative who played a big role
in slandering the ‘Mother of the Believers' [a title given to all the
Prophet's wives] and the daughter of Abo Bakr 4. The story is
contained in the Qur'anic chapter entitled ANoor (the Light). As an
introduction to the ‘The Process of Purifying the Soul " Sheikh
Sa'eed Hawwa wrote the following:

Introduction

[Purifying the soul means purifying it from polytheism and its
signs, and implanting At-Tawheed (Oneness of Allah) deeply in
the heart; and to help it to mould in conformity with the Divine
Attributes of Allah %, in absolute slavery to Allah 2, through
emulation of the Messenger of Allah .

We shall not deal with each one o them in detail, instead we will
confine ourselves to the essential meanings.

As a preamble to the subject, we quote: 'Allah i says:

LmdMq,JntmmJMq}}nUmwwlﬁﬂL_.FH_1
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'...And were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on you, not
one of you would ever have been pure, but Allah purifies
whomever He wills. And Allah is One Who hears and knows (all
things). *" (24: 21)

The previous verse concludes the verses that speak about the
fabricated slander against A'isha, the wife of the Prophet 4 and
the Mother of the Believers. It follows the verses that give
warnings to the people who spread lewdness among the believers
and forbid the Muslims from following in Satan's footsteps. It
occurs before the verse that says:

JJ—ML,r"bE,:ﬂH“j ._E‘i'h-ml"J Al .,4-'u' L% o -‘—*—-ﬂ'jrSMM 11.1{ _LL Y, b
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‘Let not those ameng you who are blessed with graces and
wealth swear against helping their kinsmen, those in want, and
those who have left their homes in Allah's cause. Let them forgive
and pardon. Do you not wish that Allah should forgive you? For
Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful. ** (24: 22)

This asserts the following:

1. The barriers against purifying the soul are so strong that, but for
Allah’s grace and bounty, it would not occur. This entails great
efforts to achieve this end, and one should invoke Allah & to help
him in this regard. It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah %
used to pray to Allah: "O Allah! Grant my soul piety and purify it.
You are the best to purify the souls. You are its Creator and
Sustainer.”

2. Forgiving and pardoning those who have done wrong to us are
among the means of purifying the soul, because verse number 22
talks about Mistah ibn Athathah, one of Ab u-Bakr's relatives, who
played a major role in spreading the fabricated slander against
Alisha.

Abu-Bakr ., father of A'isha, used to help Mistah for the sake of
Allah 2, but the latter performed an ill deed in spreading that
slander, so, Abu-Bakr stopped supporting him. When this verse
was revealed advocating the Muslims not to do so, Abu-Bakr 4
resumed his aid to Mistah. How excellent is Abo Bakr's status!
And how supreme is the status purifying process!

3. Not to follow in Satan's footsteps is a means of purifying the
soul. It is stated that Satan orders but lewdness and evil deeds,
thus, the purifying process means shunning lewdness and evil
deeds in addition to not following Satan’s footsteps. Envy and
arrogance are two of Satan's qualities, because he envied Adam
and refused to prostrate before him.

4. Hating to spread lewdness among the believers directly or
indirectly.

5. Withholding one’s tongue from people's honor and giving up
what causes harm except in case of an established testimony.
Thus, these are five issues we learn from one verse of the Noble
Koran talking about purifying the soul. So, this subject is a fertile
one.
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We talked about some of them in the second chapter and
mentioned that there is an interference between the ends, the
means, and the effects. This includes them as parts in the
purifying process. The following verses attest this fact:

First:

There are impurities related to the heart and impurities related to
the soul caused by polytheism. Allah & says:
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... Truly pagans are unclean...* {9 28) And
“i_ﬂ)ﬁmlﬁ.‘lhyjﬂuﬁw Imnpuﬂmuﬁ{_ﬁﬂ_,_?
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“And the parable of an evil word is that of any evil tree: it is tomn
up by the root from the surface of the earth, hence, it has no
stability. *” (14. 26)

Thus, the tree of polytheism has numerous branches showing
slavery to others besides Allah %, following errant ways, and
adopting evil characteristics like arrogance, envy, and obeying
false gods. So, the first requirement for purifying the soul is to
purify the heart from polytheism in every form.

Second:

The heart is liable to suffer from various forms of darkness like
hypocrisy, disbelief, debauchery, innovation, confusion, and
instability, acts of disobedience and sin, etc. Thus, encompassing
the heart in the Divine Light clears from it these forms of darkness,
and hence, one sees cleariy thraugh that ||ght AHah 2 says:

S Jﬁtgmuatmes;)ﬂtm.ﬁ“&h‘;_mgg_nj_w
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“He it is Who sends blessings on you, as do His angels, that He

may bring you out from the depths of darkness into light...*" (33:
43) And
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“Allah is the protector of those who have faith. He leads them
fﬂrth into light from the depths of darkness...*" (2: 257) And
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“Insights have come to you, from your Lord...*" (6: 104)
Allah 4 has described the hypocrites as saylng
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“Their similitude is that of a man who kindled a fire. When it had lit
all around him, Allah took away their light and left them in utter
darkness. So they could not see. * (They are) deaf, dumb, and
blind, they will not return (to the path). *" (2: 17-18)
He i has described the unbelievers saying:
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“As to the unbelievers, their deeds are like a mirage in sandy
deserts that the man parched with thirst mistakes for water, until
he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing, but he finds Allah
(ever) with him, and Allah will pay him his account. And Allah is
swift in taking account. * Or (their state) is like the depths of
darkness in a deep vast ocean, overwhelmed with a great wave
topped by a great wave, topped by (dark) clouds depths of
darkness one above the other. If a man stretches out his hand, he

can hardly see it! For anyone to whom Allah has not appointed
light, there is no light. *" (24; 39-40)
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Thus, deafness that prevents from one from hearing the truth and
accepting it, blindness that prevents one from seeing the way to
Allah i and following it, silence that prevents one from supporting
the truth and proclaiming it are signs of the soul's and the heart's
darkness. Thus, getting out from these portions of darkness is
encompassed in the soul purifying process.

Third:

The human soul has numerous desires. Some are material and
some others are immaterial. Some are lawful and some others are
unlawful. Love of food and drink are from the material lusts, and
love of revenge, authority, and domination are immaterial ones.
Some of these desires are lawful, if man adopts lawful means to
satisfy, them like the sexual desire that is satisfied through
marriage. Some others are originally unlawful, or become so if
man adopts an unlawful method to satisfy them. Thus, purifying
the soul from unlawful desires and the unlawful means of
satisfying them, are also encompassed in the soul purifying
process.

Fourth:

The soul and the heart become ill as bodies become ill. The soul
is liable to be inflicted with diseases like arrogance, vanity, envy,
and rancor, thus, purifying the soul from such diseases is included
in the soul purifying process.

Fifth:

The soul is liable to be affected by the environment, temptation,
concepts, and anxiety. As a response to this, it may follow in
Satan’'s footsteps or the errant sects, Thus, giving up Satan's
temptations and the doctrines of the misled sects are also
included in the soul purifying process. Allah & says:

)l ead 1 U o 0 e 2 G g
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And do not fnlluw the fmtsteps nf the Satan...*" (2: 168) And
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"Show us the straight way * The way of those on whom You have
bestowed grace, with whom You are not angry, nor who are lost.
* (1, 6-7)
He who knows these five elements knows the best way of
purifying the soul. He knows also that purifying the soul leads to
its growth. For this reason, the first chapter is allocated to this
subject where we have mentioned the eleven diseases from which
the soul should be purified.
One of the contents of the purification process is to purify it from
anything that contradicts the original nature of man. The original
nature of man confesses only to At-Tawheed (Oneness of Allah
s.iﬁ'} A!Iah &5 says:
I—'null‘f..ﬂ_us_ll l_,'_L; Eﬁjﬂ.ﬁﬂljﬁmﬁﬁﬁ_)}d_hun?_‘ul l.___,‘_-..-.,;_ﬁn_i__-._l].:n_d _‘.1_5}
{ uﬂsh.n |:...htp'l.aﬂ'l.m1 umne}_.lj_ljmul Laq_mt_,_bl,jl_ai&)_u
{ YWY Lnll_):.‘)r'l ]
"When your Lord drew forth from the children of Adam from their
loins, their descendants, and made them testify concerning
themselves, (saying): "Am | not your Lord (Who cherishes and
sustains you)?" They said: "Yes indeed! We do testify!" (This), lest
you should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this we were never
mindful *" (7: 172)
This is the original nature of man whose manifest sign is the
acceptance of Allah's Guidance with which all Messengers may
the peace of Allah be upon them( were sent. Thus, the original
nature of man means compelling the soul into slavery to Allah i,
and that is a sign of knowing Him. It entails fearing Him, hoping for
what is with Him, thanking Him, worshipping Him sincerely, being
truthful with Him, being patient with whatever He inflicts one with,
loving Him, discarding what detracts one from Him, and being
steadfast in worshipping Him. In this way, man realizes
assuredness and belief. This forms the second pillar of the pillars
of purifying the soul. It is At-Tahaqgoq (Verification) the subject
matter of the second chapter that contains twelve statuses.
After At-Tahaqgoq (Verification), we allocated a chapter for At-
Takhallog (Disciplining the Soul) in two articles, one for
disciplining the soul in conformity with Allah’s Attributes and the
other for emulating the Messenger of Allah %. We considered this
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as an important subject in understanding the soul purifying
process. This is the third pillar of the process. To have a preamble
of it we say:

To Allah # are the Highest Attributes and the Beautiful Names.
Allah & created man and breathed in him of His Spirit. This
means that Allah % has breathed in man a created spirit that He
attributed to Himself, as a symbol of honoring that spirit. Through
this blow man was created inclining to behave in the proper
manner. In other words, Allah created in man qualities like that of
Allah's, but they are not to be compared with them because there
is nothing that resembles Allah &, as stated by the Noble Koran
and the authentic Sonnah.

For this reason man was created with abilities to show mercy, to
take revenge, to be arrogant, etc. as Allah 4% is able to (but taking
into consideration that there is nothing that resembles Allah #5). In
this regard, man is required to commit himself to two
requirements:

a) The first requirement is to forbid his soul to get close to the
Divine Aftributes as Greatness and Arrogance, for example, are
Allah's alone.

The believing servant should not get close to them. The
Messenger of Allah # says: “Allah # says: 'Haughtiness is My
dress and Greatness is My loincloth. He that disputes with Me
regarding them, | destroy him uncaring about him."”

b) Man should check his soul as regards the names to which he
should accustom it. Thus, mercy, generosity, benefaction,
compassion, dignity, etc should be controlled in conformity with
Allah's commandments. The person who searches to attain such
characteristics should cling to what he knows. This is the very
meaning of At-Takhalloq (Disciplining the Soul).

Purifying the soul is included in admitting slavery to Allah &. The
highest of people in this regard are the Messengers, and at the
peak of all them is their master, Muhammad, the last Prophet 5.
Thus, absolute slavery lies in emulating him, as this is the real
purification. Inheriting from the Prophet 4 means that we should
adopt the commandments of the Book and Sunna eamestly, in
action and utterance, and to follow strictly what he 4% explained to
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us as regards trusting, showing humility, etc. This is the second
meaning of At-Takhallog (Disciplining the Soul).

As we have said, the subjects of purification are interrelated, but
we are compelled to divide the subject to ease its understanding.
Now, it is hoped that the reader has gained a general idea about
the subject matter of the three chapters. Before we start these
chapters, we should attract attention to the fact that there have
been many people who were misled, due to misunderstanding the
purification process. Some of the quasi-instructed people of our
age claim: "As purifying the soul is the final end of the acts of
worship, but since we are well-mannered, thus, we are not
required to perform these acts of worship.”

Such are the ignorant ones, as the purification of the soul is a
ceaseless process, so, it requires ceaseless feeding by the means
that Allah i has imposed, because He is Well-Aware of all the
souls because He is their Creator. Thus, whenever man falls short
in acts of worship, the soul is lost. The statement of Allah # that
we have shown attests to this. Allah 2 says:

u.s wnut,ﬁﬂﬂ_mwjdwnun,imlfmw}mdﬂLFH__,‘ﬂ
mhawﬁsméjum”{&hmmﬂswjﬁmﬂwb e

(v ) d ,ﬂht.__mmﬁ@mus_ym usjj
.And were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on you, not
one of you would ever have been pure, but Allah purifies whom
He pleases. And Allah is the One Who hears and knows (all
things). *" (24: 21)
We heard of one of the religious scholars who asked one of the
politicians of our age: "Do you perform the prayer?” The man said:
"There is no need for me to perform the prayer because my soul is
a purified one." The scholar said: 'So, are you better than
Muhammad & and his companions? They used to perform the
prayer until they died. Thus, You have attained what others failed
to attain!” The man withdrew his words and returned to Allah. We
hope that his soul was taken away while in a state of belief.
Some of the so-called ascetics claim that when man reaches the
heartly konwledge of Allah # he becomes exempted from the
Divine commandments. When these people were mentioned
before Al Jonayd, he said: ‘Indeed, they have reached but into
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and mn
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily,
Allah loves the ones who do good. *” (3: 134) And
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“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that
would truly be from the things recommended by Allah*(42: 43)
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Hellfire." Such people misunderstand the meaning of the following
verse that says:

*...And serve your Lord until the hour that is certain comes unto
you. *" (15; 99).

They did not realize that the Messenger of Allah it is the first
addressee of this verse (commandment). He # remained
worshipping his Lord until his soul was taken away. Thus, the
word that is translated as “the hour that is certain,” means death.
Had such people understood that the heartly knowledge is the
starting point to committing to perform the commandments; they
would have not made the end point the starting point. May Allah
curse them.

Some sects of those who search for the concealed meanings
misinterpreted the commandments under the pretext that they are
“The Chosen People,” hence they refused to accept these
commandments. How such people can claim this when they have
abandoned the ways to the legal means of purifying the soul and
have misinterpreted the texts against the sound understanding,
reason, and linguistic rules. They have gone astray on account of
this.’]
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

296. Narrated by A'isha, the wife of the Prophetiz: ‘I
never remembered my parents believing in any religion other
than the true religion (the religion of Islam), and (I don't
remember) a single day passing without our being visited by
Allah's Messenger #2 in the morning and in the evening.
When the Muslims were put to the test (i.e. troubled by the
pagans), Abu-Bakr set out to migrate to the land of Ethiopia,
and when he reached Bark Al-Ghimad, Ibn Al-Daghina, the
chief of the tribe of Qara, met him and said: “O Abu-Bakr!
Where are you going?” Abu-Bakr replied: "My people have
turned me out (of my country), so I want to wander in the
land and worship my Lord.” Ibn Al-Daghina said: "O Abu-
Bakr! A man like you should not leave his homeland, nor
should he be driven out of it, because you help the destitute
earn their living, you keep good relations with your kith and
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kin, you help the weak, and the poor, entertain guests
generously, and help people stricken by calamity. Therefore 1
am your protector. Go back and worship your Lord in your
town."”

So Abu-Bakr returned and Ibn AlDaghina accompanied him.
In the evening Ibn Al-Daghina visited the nobles of Quraysh
and said to them: A man like Abu-Bakr should not leave his
homeland, nor should he be driven out. Do you drive out a
man who helps the destitute earn their living, keeps good
relations with his kith and kin, helps the weak and poor,
entertains guests generously, and helps people stricken by
calamity?” So the people of Quraysh could not refuse Ibn Al-
Daghina's protection, and they said to him: "Let Abu-Bakr
worship his Lord in his house. He can offer the prayer and
recite there whatever he likes, but he should not hurt us with
it, and should not do it publicly, because we are afraid that he
may influence our women and children.”

Ibn Al-Daghinatold Abu-Bakr of all that. Abu-Bakr stayed
in that state, worshipping his Lord in his house. He did not
offer the prayer publicly, nor did he recite the Koran outside
his house. Then a thought occurred to Abu-Bakr. It was to
build a mosque in front of his house, and there he used to
offer the prayer and recite the Koran. The women and
children of the pagans began to gather around him in great
numbers. They used to wonder at him and look at him. Abu-
Bakr was a man given to weeping much, and he could not
help weeping when reciting the Koran. This situation scared
the nobles of the Qurayshi pagans, so they sent for Ibn Al-
Daghina. When he came to them, they said: "We accepted
your protection of Abu-Bakr on condition that he should
worship his Lord in his house, but he has violated the
conditions and he has built a mosque in front of his house
where he offers the prayer and recites the Koran publicly. We
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are now afraid that he may influence our women and children
unfavorably. So, prevent him from that. If he wants to confine
the worship of his Lord to his house, he may do so; but if he
insists on doing it openly, ask him to release you from the
obligation of his protection. We dislike breaking our pact
with you, but we deny Abu-Bakr the right to announce his act
publicly.”

Ibn Al-Daghina went to Abu-Bakr and said: “(O Abu-
Bakr!'} You know well what agreement I made on your
behalf, now you should either abide by it, or release me from
my obligation of protecting you, because 1 do not want the
Arabs to hear that my people have dishonored a contract 1
made on behalf of another man.” Abu-Bakr replied:” I release
you from your agreement {o protect me, and I am contented
with the protection of Allah &

Al that time the Prophet & was in Mecca, and he said to
the Muslims: “In a dream I have been shown the place of
your migration, it is a land of date-palm trees between two
mountains, the two stony tracts. So some people migrated to
Madina, and most of those people who had previously
migrated to the land of Ethiopia returned and went to Madina.
Abu-Bakr also prepared to leave for Madina, but Allah's
Messenger # told him to wait for a while, because he hoped
that he would be allowed to migrate also. Abu-Bakr said: "Do
you indeed expect this? Let my father and mother be
sacrificed for you!™ The Prophet # said: “Yes.” So Abu-Bakr
did not migrate for the sake of Allah's Messengeriz, in order
to accompany him, and for four months he fed the two she-
camels he possessed with the leaves of Al-Samoor tree that
fell when they were struck by a stick.

A'isha added: 'One day, while we were sitting in Abu-
Bakr's house at noon, someone said to Abu-Bakr: “There is
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Allah's Messenger # with his head covered, coming at a time
at that he has never visited us before.” Abu-Bakr said: "May
my parents be sacrificed for him. By Allah, he has not come
at this hour, except for an emergent matter.” So Allah's
Messenger 4 came and asked permission to enter, and he was
allowed to enter. When he entered, he said to Abu-Bakr: “Tell
everyone who is with you to go away.” Abu-Bakr replied:
"There are none but your family. May my father be sacrificed
for you, O Allah's Messenger!” The Prophet # said: “I have
been given permission to migrate.” Abu-Bakr said: "Shall 1
accompany you? May my father be sacrificed for you, O Allah’s

Messenger!” Allah's Messenger # said: “Yes.” Abu-Bakr said:
"0 Allah's Messenger! May my father be sacrificed for you,

take one of these two she-camels of mine.” Allah's Messenger
4 replied: “T will, but I should pay its price.”

So, we prepared the baggage quickly and put some food
for the journey in a leather bag for them. Asma'a, Abu-Bak's
daughter, cut a piece from her waist belt and tied the mouth of
the leather bag with it; and for that reason she was named Zat
Al-Nitagain (the owner of two belts). Then Allah's Messenger
% and Abu-Bakr reached a cave on Mount Thawr and stayed
there for three nights. Abdullah ibn Abu-Bakr who was an
intelligent and wise young man, used to stay (with them) over
night. He would leave them before daybreak, so in the
morning he could be with the Quraysh, as if he had spent the
night in Mecca. He would remember any plot [he heard
being] made against them, and when it became dark he would
(go and) inform them of it.

Amer ibn Fohayra, the freed slave of Abu-Bakr, used to
bring the milking ewes (of his master, Abu-Bakr) to them a
little while after nightfall, in order to rest the sheep there. So
they always had fresh milk of their sheep at night, which they
used to warm by throwing heated stones in. Amer ibn
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Fohayra would then call the herd away while it was still dark
(before daybreak). He did the same on each of those three
nights.

Allah’s Messenger 4 and Abu-Bakr hired a man from the
tribe of Bano-Dayl as an expert guide, who was in an alliance
with the family of Al-Ass ibn Wa'il Al-Sahmi, but he was on
the religion of the infidels of Qoraysh. The Prophet #% and
Abu-Bakr trusted him and gave him their two camels and
made him promise to bring the two camels to the cave of
Mount Thawr in the morning afier waiting three nights. And
(when they set out) Amer ibn Fohayra and the guide went
along with them and the guide led them along the seashore.

(The nephew of Soraga ibn Joshom said that his father
informed him that he heard) Soraqa ibn Josho'om saying:
“The envoys of the heathens of Qoraysh came to us declaring
that they had assigned a reward equal to their blood-money
(1.e. 100 camels) for anyone who would kill or apprehend
Allah's Messenger 4% and Abu-Bakr,. While I was sitting in
one of the gatherings of my tribe, Bano Modlij, a man from
there came to us and stood up while we were sitting, and said:
"O Soraga! No doubt, I have just seen some people far away
on the seashore, and I think they are Muhammad and his
companions.” Soraqa added: “I too realized that it must have
been them.” But I said: "No. It is not them, but you have seen
s0 and so, so and so, and so and so whom we saw setting
out.” I stayed in the gathering for a while and then got up and
left for my home, and ordered my slave girl to go and get my
horse which was behind a hillock, and get it ready for me.
Then I took my spear and left by the back door of my house
dragging the lower end of the spear on the ground and
keeping it low. Then I reached my horse, mounted it, and
made it gallop.
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When [ approached them (Muhammad and Abu-Bakr),
my horse stumbled and T fell off it. I got up, tock hold of my
quiver and took out the divining arrows and drew lots to
decide whether I should harm them (the Prophet # and Abu-
Bakri:) or not, and the result that not what I was hoping for.
But I remounted my horse and galloped, giving no
importance to the divining arrows. Then, I heard the recitation
of the Koran by Allah's Messenger#, who was not looking
around him while Abu-Bakr however was doing so often, and
suddenly the forelegs of my horse sank into the ground up to
its knees, and I fell off it again. I admonished it and it stood
up, but it had great difficulty removing its forelegs from the
ground, and when it stood up straight again, its forelegs
caused dust to rise up into the sky like smoke.

I drew lots again with the divining arrows, and the result
was again that which I was not hoping for. So I called to them
to make them feel secure. They stopped, and I remounted my
horse and approached them. When 1 saw how I had been
hampered from harming them, it came to my mind that the
cause of Allah's Messenger # (i.e. Islam) would become
victorious. So I said to him: "Your people have assigned a
reward equal to the blood-money for your head.” And I told
them all the plans that the people of Mecca had made
concerning them. Then I offered them some food and supplies
for their journey, but they refused to take anything and did
not ask for anything. The Prophet 4 said: “Do not tell others
about us.” Then, I requested him to write for me a statement
of security and peace. He ordered Amer ibn Fohayra to write
it for me on a parchment, and then Allah's Messenger #
proceeded on his way.

(Narrated Orwa ibn Al-Zobayr) Allah's Messenger #& met
Al-Zobayr with a caravan of Muslim merchants who were
returning from Greater Syria. Al-Zobayr provided Allah's
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Messenger 4 and Abu-Bakr < with white clothes to wear.
When the Muslims of Madina heard the news of the departure
of Allah's Messenger from Mecca to Madina, they started
gomg to the Harrah every morning. They would wait for him
until the heat of the noon forced them to return. One day,
after waiting for a long time, they returned home, and when
they went to their houses a Jew climbed up onto the roof of
one of the fortresses of his people to look for something, and
he saw Allah's Messenger 4 and his companion dressed in
white clothes emerging out of the desert’s mirage. The Jew
could not help shouting at the top of his voice: "O Arabs!
Here is your great man whom you have been waiting for!™
So, all the Muslims rushed to their arms and received Allah's
Messenger 3 on the summit of Harrah.

The Prophet # turned with them to the right and alighted
at the quarters of Bano Amr Awf ibn Awf, and this was on a
Monday in the month of Rabee Awwal. Abu-Bakr stood up,
receiving the people while Allah's Messenger % sat down and
stayed silent. Some of the Ansar (the Supporters) who came
and had not seen Allah's Messenger # before, began greeting
Abu-Bakr, but when the sun fell on Allah's Messenger %
and Abu-Bakr came forward and shaded him with his sheet,
only then did the people came to know Allah's Messenger # .

Allah's Messenger # stayed with Bano Amr Awf ibn Awf
for ten nights and established the mosque (mosque of Qoba'a)
that was founded on piety. Allah's Messenger 4 offered the
prayer in it and then mounted his camel and left, accompanied
by the people until his camel knelt down at (the place of) of
Allah's Messenger’s mosque in Madina. Some Muslims used
to offer prayers there in those days, and that place was also
used as a yard for drying dates belonging to Sohayl and Sahl,
two orphans who were under the guardianship of Asa'ad ibn
Zorara. When his camel knelt down, Allah's Messenger #
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said: “This place, if Allah & wills, will be our abiding place.”
Allah's Messenger # then called the two boys and offered to
buy that yard from them so that he might use it for a mosque.
The two boys said: "No, but we will give it as a gift, O Allah's
Messenger!” Allah's Messenger # refused to accept it as a
gift and ultimately purchased it from them. Allah's Messenger
# then built his mosque there. The Prophet # himself started
carrying the clay bricks to build the mosque, and while deing
so he was saying: “This load is better than the load of
Khaybar, for it is more virtuous with Allah, purer, and more
meritorious.” He was also saying: "O Allah! The actual
reward is the reward in the Hereafter, so bestow Your Mercy
on Al-Ansar (the Supporters) and the emigrants.”” (Bukhari)
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297, Narrated Ibn Mas'oud” ‘It is as if T am looking at the
Prophet #now talking about one of the prophets whose
people had beaten him and caused him to bleed, while he was

cleaning the blood off his face saying: “O Allah! Forgive myP
people, for they have no knowledge.” (Bukhari)
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298. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah’'s Messenger
said: “The strong one is not the one who overcomes the
people by his strength, but the strong one is the one who
controls himself while in anger.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter(74 )
About Bearing Harm
Allah % said:
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily,
Allah loves the ones who do good.*” (3: 134) And

(o7 gusn) € 0 e W Gy iy ey B
“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives,
that would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.*"
(42: 43)
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299. Narrated Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with
them: “The Prophet # said: “Whoever disapproved
something done by his ruler then he should be patient, for
whoever disobeys the ruler even a little (little = a span) will

die as those who died in the Period of Ignorance (i.e. as a
rebellious a sinner).”™
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The other version of the Hadith says: “Whoever notices
something which he dislikes done by his ruler, then he should
be patient, for whoever becomes separate from the company
of the Muslims even for a span and then dies, he will die as
those who died in the Period of Ignorance (as rebellious
sinners).”” (Bukhari)

# * *
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Chapter( 75)
About being Jealous when the Allah’s
Prohibitions are Violated
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Allah & said:

“Thus, these prescribed rituals of Al Hajj are an obligation
that mankind owes to Allah, and whoever honors the sacred
things of Allah, then that is better for him with his Lord. The
cattle have been made lawful to you, except those (that will
be) mentioned to you (as exceptions). So shun the
abomination (worshipping) of idols, and shun lying speech
(false statements). *” (22: 30) And
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“O you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah,
He will help you, and make your foothold firm.*” (47: 7)
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300. Narrated Abu-Mas'oud::: ‘A man came and said: "0
Allah's Messenger! By Allah, I keep away from the Morning
Prayer only because so and so prolongs the prayer when he
leads us.”™" (The narrator said:) ‘I never saw Allah's
Messenger # more furious in giving advice than he was at
that time. The Messenger of Allah # then said: “Some of you
make people dislike good deeds (the prayer). So whoever
among you leads the people in the prayer should perform it
moderately for there could be among the people those who
are weak, old, and those who would be in a state that requires

urgent reliel.” (Bukhari)
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301. Narrated A'isha may Allah be pleased with her:
‘Allah’s Messenger 4 returned from a journey and I had
placed a curtain of mine with some images (or pictures etc.)
on it over (the door of) a chamber of mine. When Allah's
Messenger # saw it he tore it down and said: "The people
who will receive the severest punishment on the Day of
Resurrection will be those who try to make the like of Allah's
creations." So we turned it (the curtain) into one or two
cushions.”™ (Bukhari)
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302. Narrated A'isha: “The Quraysh became worried about
a woman of Bano Makhzoom who stole. They said: "Who
can intercede for her with the Messenger of Allah#7?” It was
said” "No body but Osama 1bn Zayd, the beloved one to the
Messenger of Allahiz.” Osama talked to the Messenger of
Allahiz, The Messenger of Allah 3% said: “Do you intercede to
prevent a prescribed penalty of Allah?” He then delivered a
sermon where he said: “Naught ruined those before you
except that if a dignitary among them committed theft, they
used to leave him unharmed and if a weak person among
them committed theft, they used to affect the prescribed
penalty on him. And by Allah, had Fatema, the daughter of
Muhammad committed theft, I would cut off her hand.™
( At-Termizi)
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303. Narrated Anas ibn Malek«: ‘The Prophet 4& saw
some sputum in the direction of the Qibla (on the wall of the
mosque) and he disliked it and the sign of disgust was
apparent on his face. So he got up and scraped it off with his
hand and said: “Whenever anyone of you stands for the
prayer, he is speaking in private to his Lord or his Lord is
between him and Qibla. So, none of you should spit in the
direction of the Qibla, but one can spit to the left or under his
foot.” The Prophet #£ then took the edge of his garment, spat
in it, folded it, and said: “Or you can do like this.”” (Bukhari)

* * *
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Chapter( 76)
About the People in Authority

The Muslim rulers should treat their subjects kindly. They
should search sincerely for what benefits them, and they
should not cheat them or overlook their needs.

The Muslim ruler should show mercy and kindness to his
subjects, emulating the Messenger f Allah#, the rightly
guided caliphs, and the true Muslim rulers.

(110 lmit) 4 iyl (o S () Walin Ladly
Allah 3 said:

“And be kind and humble to the believers who follow
you. *” (26: 215) And
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“Verily, Allah enjoins (on you to judge with) justice and
worshipping none but Allah (Alone - Islamic Monotheism),
and that you should be patient in performing your duties to
Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in accordance with Sunna
(the legal ways) of the Prophet, and giving (help) to kith and
kin (1.e. all that Allah has ordered you to give them, e.g.
wealth, visits, looking after them, or any other kind of help),
and forbids insolence (all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts,
disobedience of parents, polytheism, telling lies, giving false
testimonies, killing without legal cause), and what is unjust,
and transgression. He admonishes you that you may take
heed. *” (16: 90)
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

304. Narrated by Ibn Omar: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger %
saying: “All of you are guardians and responsible for your
wards and the things under your care. The imam (i.e. ruler) is
the guardian of his subjects and is responsible for them. A
man is the guardian of his family and is responsible for them.
A woman is the guardian of her husband's house and is
responsible for it. A servant is the guardian of his master's
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belongings and is responsible for them.”™ I thought that ibn
Omar said: “*[ think the Prophet % also said: “A man is the
guardian of his father's property and is responsible for it. All
of you are guardians and responsible for your wards and the
things under your care.”” {Bukhari]
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305, Narrated Ma'aqil ibn Yasar4: ‘I heard Allah's
Messenger # saying: "Any governor in charge of Muslim
subjects who dies while acting dishonestly towards them will
be excluded by Allah from Paradise."” (Agreed upon)

_'-};-1'-..1-"15) J.‘I’i':{_.,_ul'ld:ﬂws:aﬂqm_)aﬁﬁhrﬁu_: =¥t
iaﬁru@mw@) J_luuyi_.m l_.,Ila (ujﬁmma.ws_m_.,

306. Narrated Abu-Huraira=£: ‘The Fmphet 4 said: "The
Children of Israel used to be ruled and guided by prophets.
Whenever a prophet died, another would take his place. There
will be no Prophet after me, but there will be caliphs who will
increase in number.” The people asked: "O Allah's
Messenger! What do vou order us (to do)?” He said: “Obey
the one who will be given the pledge first. Fulfill their (i.e.
the caliphs") rights, for Allah will ask them about (any
shortcomings) in ruling those whom Allah has put under their
guardianship.”™ (Bukhari)
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307. Narrated Jonada 1bn Abu-Omayya: ‘We visited
Obada ibn Al-Samet < when he was sick and said: "May
Allah make you good and healthy. Would you tell us a Hadith
that you heard from the Prophet 4 and by which Allah may
make you benefit?” He said: "The Prophet £ summoned us
and we gave him the pledge for Islam, and among the
conditions on which he took the pledge from us, was that we
were to listen to and obey (the orders of a Muslim ruler) at the
time when we were busy and at the time when we were tired,
and in our difficult times and at our ease, and to be obedient
to the ruler and give him his right, even if he did not give us
our rights, and not to fight against him unless we could see
him committing an open act of disbelief for which we had a
proof with us from Allah.”” (Bukhari)
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308. Abul-Qasem ibn Mokhaymara told him that Abu-
Maryam Al-Ozdi said to him: ‘I entered on Mu'aweya and

said: "May Allah mend your affairs! I am going to tell you a
Hadith I heard from the Messenger of Allah#.” He # said:
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“He that Allah has given him authority over the Muslims,
then he screened himself from their requirements, Allah &
will screen Himself from his requirements.” Upon hearing
this, Mu'aweya appointed an official to decide people’s
requirements.” (Abu-Dawood)

% * #
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Chapter( 77 )
About the Just Ruler
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Allah & said:

“Verily, Allah enjoins (on you to judge with) justice and
worshipping none but Allah (Alone - Islamic Monotheism),
and that you should be patient in performing your duties to
Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in accordance with Sunna
(the legal ways) of the Prophet, and giving (help) to kith and
kin (i.e. all that Allah has ordered you to give them e.g.,
wealth, visits, looking after them, or any other kind of help),
and forbids insolence (all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts,
disobedience of parents, polytheism, telling lies, giving false
testimonies, killing without legal cause), and what is unjust,

and transgression. He admonishes you, that you may take
heed. *” (16: 90) And
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“And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to
fighting, then make peace between them both. But if one of
them outrages against the other, then fight you (all) against
the one that outrages until he complies with the Command of
Allah. Then if he complies, then make reconciliation between
them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who
are equitable. *” (49: 9)
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

309. Narrated by Abu-Huraira#: ‘The Prophet 4% said:
“Allah will give shade to seven people on the Day when there
will be no shade but His. (These seven persons are) A just
ruler, a youth who has been brought up in the worship of
Allah (i.e. worships Allah & alone sincerely from his
childhood), a man whose heart is attached to the mosque (i.e.
who offers the five compulsory congregational prayers (in the
mosque), two persons who love each other only for Allah's
sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a man who
refuses the seduction of a charming woman of noble birth and
says: “I am afraid of Allah,” a man who gives charitable gifts
so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right
hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in
seclusion and his eyes become flooded with tears.”’
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Chapter ( 78)
About the Obligation of Obeying
the Rulers in Justice

[Obedience to the Muslim ruler is mandatory on Muslim
subjects as long as he implements and adheres to Allah’s
Law. This is obvious from the verse mentioned below from
the Qur’anic chapter number 4: 59 We see that the
imperative verb (Obey) is repeated twice, one is related to
Allah’s commandments and the second is related to the
Messenger of Allah’s commandments, i.e. his Sunna. It is
unanimously agreed upon that these two Sources never
contradict.

When the verse mentions ‘obedience to the people in
authority’, it omits the imperative verb, (Obey). This means
that there is no obedience if the ruler’s order contradicts the
Law of Allah & as presented in the Noble Koran and Sunna.
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The Messenger of Allah 42 said as:

Narrated by Ali: “The Prophet 4 said: “There should not
be obedience to a creature if it comprises an act of
disobedience to Allahas.™

The first words of Abu-Bakr < [on his appointment as the
caliph] were: "Obey me as long as [ obey Allah#& If I
disobey Allahd%, I am not entitled to your obedience.”
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Omar ibn Al-Khattab asked the Mushims to correct his
conduct if he deviated (may Allah forbid). One of the
Muslims said: "Were we to find a defect in your behavior, we
would correct it with our swords.” At that he said: "Praise be
to Allah that there is one to correct our behavior with
swords.”

Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in
the same concern.]

Allah & said:
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“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad #) and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves,
refer it to Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him), if
you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and
more suitable for final determination. *" 4: 59
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The Messenger of Allah 3 said as:

310. Narrated by Ibn Omar may Allah be pleased with
them: “The Prophet 4 said: “It is obligatory for one to listen
to and obey (a Muslim ruler's orders), unless these orders
involve an act of disobedience (to Allah); but if an act of
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disobedience (to Allah) is imposed, one should not listen to or
obey it.”” (Bukhari)
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311. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud #&: 'The Prophet 4 said:
"Soon others will be preferred to you, and there will be things
which you will not like." The companions of the Prophet 4
asked: "O Allah's Messenger! What do you order us to do (in

this case)?” He said: "(I order you) to give the rights that are
due on you and to ask your rights from Allah#.™ (Bukhari)
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312. Abu-Huraira # narrated that he heard Allah's
Messenger 4 saying: “We are the last but will be the foremost
(to enter Paradise).” The Prophet # added: “He who obeys
me, obeys Allah, and he who disobeys me, disobeys Allah.
He who obeys the Muslim chief, obeys me, and he who
disobeys the Muslim chief, disobeys me. The imam (the ruler)
is like a shelter for whose safety the Muslims should fight and
where they should seek protection. If the imam (the ruler)
orders people to be dutiful to Allah and fear Him and rules
justly, then, he will be rewarded for that, and if he does the
opposite, he will be responsible for that.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 79)
About the Forbiddance of Asking for

a Ruling Position
Allah & said:
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“That home of the Hereafter (Paradise), We shall assign to
those who rebel not against the truth with pride and

oppression in the land nor do mischief by committing crimes.
And the good end is for the pious. *” (28: 83)
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313. Narrated Abdul-Rahman ibn Samora: “The Prophet
# said: “O Abdul-Rahman ibn Samora! Do not seek to be a
ruler, because if you are given authority on asking for it, then
you will be held responsible for it, but if you are given it
without asking for it, then you will be helped in it (by Allah).
And whenever you take an oath to do something and later you

find that something else is better than the first, then do the
better one and expiate for your ﬂath ** (Bukhari)
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314. Narrated Abu-Hurairamay Allah be pleased with
them ‘The Prophet % said: “You will be keen to have the
authority of ruling which will be a thing of regret for you on
the Day of Resurrection. What an excellent wet nurse it is, yet
what a bad weaner it 18! (Bukhari)

* * *®
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Chapter( 80 )
About Urging the Muslim Ruler

to have Righteous Helpers (Ministers)
Allah &5 said:
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“The friends on that Day will be foes one to another
except the pious. *7 (43: 67)
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

315. Abu-S8a'eed Al-Khudri «# narrated that the Prophet 4
said: “No caliph is appointed but has two groups of advisors;
one group advises him to do good and urges him to adopt i,
and the other group advises him to do bad and urges him to
adopt it; and Al-Masoom (the sinless or the saved or the
protected) is the one whom Allah protects.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 81)
About Superiority of Modesty
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316. Narrated Ibn Omar: may Allah be pleased with them
‘Once Allah's Messenger # passed by an Ansari (man) who
was admonishing his brother regarding modesty. At that,
Allah's Messenger 4 said: “Leave him as shyness is a part of
faith.”" (Bukhari)
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317. Narrated 'Tmran ibn Hosayn < ‘The Prophet % said:
“Modesty does not bring anything except good.”™ (Bukhari)
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318. Narrated Abu-Huraira :%: ‘The Prophet # said:
“Faith (Belief) consists of more than sixty sub-divisions or
branches (parts). And modesty (This term Haya'a covers a
large number of concepts which are to be taken together;

amongst them are self-respect, modesty, bashfulness and
honor, etc.) is a part of faith.”” (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 82)
About Revealing Confidences
Allah 3% said:
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“And come not near to the orphan's property except to
improve it, until he attains the age of full strength. And fulfill
(every) covenant. Verily, the covenant, will be questioned
about. " (17: 34)
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

319. Narrated by Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri Allah's
Messenger # said: "The worst of people in position before
Allah on the Day of Resurrection is the man who has
intercourse with his wife, and she with him, and then he
spreads her secrets." (Muslim)
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320. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar: ‘Omar ibn Al-Khattab
said: "When (my daughter) Hafsa ibnt Omar lost her husband
Khonays ibn Hozafa Al-Sahmi, who was one of the
companions of Allah's Messenger # who had fought in the
battle of Badr and had died in Madina, I met Othman ibn
Affan and offered her to him in marriage saying: 'If you wish,
I will marry Hafsa bint Omar to you,' At that, he said: 'T will
think it over.' I waited for a few days and then he said to me:
'l am of the opinion that I shall not marry at present.' Then I
met Abu-Bakr and said: 'If you wish, [ will marry you to
Hafsa bint Omar." Abu-Bakr kept silent and did not give me
any reply. I became angrier with him than T was with Othman.
Some days later, Allah's Messenger 4& asked for her hand in
marriage and I married her to him. Later on Abu-Bakr met me
and said: ‘Perhaps you were angry with me when you offered
me Hafsa in marriage and [ gave no reply to you?' I said:
"Yes.! Abu-Bakr said: "Nothing prevented me from accepting
your offer except that [ learnt that Allah's Messenger # had
referred to the issue of Hafsa and [ did not want to disclose
the secret of Allah's Messenger #, but had he (the Prophet
#) given her up I would surely have accepted her.””
(Bukhari)
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321, Narrated A'isha, may Allah be pleased with her, the

Mother of the Believers: “We, the wives of the Prophet #,

were all sitting with the Prophet # and none of us had left
when Fatema came walking, and by Allah, her gait was very
similar to that of Allah's Messenger . When he saw her, he
bid welcome to her, saying: "Welcome, my daughter!" Then
he made her sit on his right or his left, and confided
something to her, whereupon she wept bitterly. When he
noticed her sorrow, he confidec something else to her for a
second time, and she staried laughing. Only I from among the
Prophet's wives said to her: ”(O Fatema) Allah's Messenger &
selected you from among us for the confidential talk and still
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you weep?” When Allah's Messenger 2 got up (and went
away), I asked her: "What did he confide to you?” She said:
"1 couldn't disclose a secret of Allah's Messenger 4. Aflter
his death, I asked her: "I beseech you earnestly by what right
I have on you, to tell me (that confidential talk) which the
Prophet % had with you.” She said: ”As you ask me now, yes,
(1 will tell you).” She told me, saying” "When he talked to me
secretly the first time, he said that Gabriel used to review the
Koran with him once every year. He added: "But this year he
reviewed it with me twice and therefore I think that the time
of my death has approached. So, be afraid of Allah, and be
patient, for I am the best predecessor for you (in the
Hereafter).” Fatema added: "So 1 wept as you (A'isha) saw.
And when, the Prophet 4 saw me in that sorrowful state, he
confided the second secret to me, saying: O Fatema! Will
you not be pleased that you will be the chief of all the
believing women (or chief of the women of this nation i.e. my
followers.).””” (Bukhari)

* * %
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Chapter( 83 )
About the Fulfillment of One’s Promises
Allah 3% said:
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“And come not near to the orphan's property except to
improve it, until he attains the age of full strength. And fulfill
(every) covenant, Verily, the covenant, will be questioned
about. *” (17: 34) And
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“And fulfill the Covenant of Allah when you have
pledged, and break not the oaths after you have confirmed

them - and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety.
Verily! Allah knows what you do. *” (16: 91) And
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"0 you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations. Lawful to
you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle except what will be
announced to you (herein), game (also) being unlawful when
you assume lhram for Hajj or Omra (pilgrimage or lesser
pilgrimage). Verily, Allah commands that which He wills, *”
(5: 1) And
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“0 you who believe! Why do you say what you do not
do? * Most hateful it is with Allah that you say what you do
not do. *” (61: 2-3)
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

322. Narrated by Abu-Huraira 4: 'The Prophet % said:
“The signs of a hypocrite are three, whenever he speaks, he
tells a lie; whenever he promises, he always breaks it (his
promise) and if you trust him, he proves to be dishonest, (If
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you keep something as a trust with him, he will not return
it.y”” (Bukhari)
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323, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Prophet # said:
“Whoever has the following four (characteristics) will be a
pure hypocrite and whoever has one of the following four
characteristics will have one characteristic of hypocrisy,
unless he gives it up. Whenever he is entrusted, he betrays
(proves dishonest); whenever he speaks, he tells a lig;
whenever he makes a covenant, he proves treacherous; and

whenever he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent, evil,
and insulting manner.”” (Bukhar)
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324. Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah: ‘Once the Prophet 3
said (to me): “If the money from Bahrain comes, I will give
you such and such an amount.” The Prophet # had breathed
his last before the money from Bahrain came. When the
money of Bahrain arrived, Abu-Bakr announced: "Whoever
was promised [anything] by the Prophet # should come to
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us.” I went to Abu-Bakr and said: “The Prophet 3 promised
to give me such and such an amount.” Abu-Bakr gave me a
handful of coins and asked me to count them. When I counted
them, they were five hundred in number. Abu-Bakr < then
said: "Take twice the amount you have taken (besides).”
( Bukhari)

# # #
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Chapter( 84 )
About Continuing to do Good Deeds
One has become Accustomed to Doing
Allah & said;
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“For him (each person), there are angels in succession,
before and behind him. They guard him by the Command of
Allah. Verily! Allah will not change the (good) condition of a
people as long as they do not change their state (of goodness)
themselves (by committing sins and by being ungrateful and
disobedient to Allah). But when Allah wills a people's

punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they will
find besides Him no protector. *” (13: 11) And
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“And be not like the one who undoes the thread that she
has spun after it has become strong, by taking your oaths as a
means of deception among yourselves, lest a nation may be
more numerous than another nation. Allah only tests you by
this (i.e. who obeys Allah and fulfills Allah's Covenant and
who disobeys Allah and breaks Allah's Covenant). And on the
Day of Resurrection, He will certainly make clear to you that
wherein you used to differ (a believer confesses and believes
in the Oneness of Allah and in the Prophethood of Prophet
Muhammad # which the disbeliever denies and that is their
difference amongst them in the life of this world). *" (16: 92)
And
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“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who believe
(in the Oneness of Allah - [slamic Monotheism) to be affected
by Allah's Reminder (this Koran), and what has been revealed
of the truth, lest they become as those who received the
Scripture {the Torah) and Al Injeel before (the Jews and the
Christians), and the term was prolonged for them and so their
hearts became hardened? And many of them were rebellious.
¥ (57: 16) And
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“Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, and We sent
Jesus - son of Mary, and gave him Al Injeel. And We
ordained in the hearts of those who followed him compassion
and mercy. But the celibacy that they invented for
themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but (they sought
it) only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not
observe it with the right observance. So We gave those
among them who believed their (due) reward; but many of
them are rebellious. *” (57: 27)

The Messenger of Allah # as said:
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325. Narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-Ass, may
Allah be pleased with them : ‘Allah's Messenger % said to
me: “O Abdullah! Do not be like so and so who used to offer
the night prayer and then stopped performing it.”” (Bukhari)

# * *
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Chapter( 85)

About Speaking Kind Words and

Smiling at Others
Allah 3 said:
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“Look not with your eyes ambitiously at what We have
bestowed on certain classes of them (the disbelievers), nor
grieve over them. And lower your wings for the believers (be
courteous to the fellow-believers). *” (15: 88) And
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“And due to the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them
genily. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they
would have broken away from around you, so pass over (their
faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them, and consult
with them in affairs. Then when you have taken a decision,
put your trust in Allah, certainly Allah loves those who put
their trust (in Him). *” (3: 159)
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326. Narrated Uday ibn Hatem «: “While I was sitting

with Allah's Messenger # two people came to him, one of
them complained about his poverty and the other complained
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about the prevalence of robberies. Allah's Messenger # said:
“As regards stealing and robberies, there will shortly come a
time when a caravan will go to Mecca (from Madina) without
any guard. And regarding poverty, The Hour (the Day of
Judgment) will not be established until one of you wanders
about with an object to give in charity and will not find
anybody to accept it. And (no doubt) each one of you will
stand in front of Allah & and there will be neither a screen
nor an interpreter between him and Allah &. Allah will ask
him: "Did not Igive you wealth?” He will reply in the
alfirmative. Allah 25 will further ask: 'Did not [ send a
Messenger to you?' And again that person will reply in the
affirmative. Then he will look to his right and he will see
nothing but Hellfire and he will look to his left and will see
nothing but Hellfire. So let each one of you save himself from
Hellfire, even by giving half of a dried-date (in charity). And
if you do not find a half of a dried-date (to give in charity),
then (you can do it through saying) a kind word to your
Muslim brother.”” (Bukhari)
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327. Narrated Abu-Zarr: “The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Let not one of you despise a good deed (for his brother). If
he did not find, let him receive his brother with a smiling

face. If you buy meat and cook it, make much broth and ladle
for your neighbor some of it.”™” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter( 86 )
About Clear Articulation of Speech
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

328. Narrated by Anas < *“Whenever the Prophet 32 spoke
a sentence (said anything), he used to repeat it thrice, so that
the people would understand it properly from him, and
whenever he asked permission to enter (he used to knock the
door) thrice with a greeting.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter (87)

About Listening Attentively to a
Companion’s Speech
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[The Messenger of Allah # used to attract listeners’
attentions through many ways; such as starting his speech
with questions, using the word ‘Behold’, asking them through
other means such as sitting up after he had been reclining,
repeating the directive too often, etc.

Examples of this are the following sayings:
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Do you know what a bankrupt is?” They said: “A bankrupt
to us is he that has neither Dirham nor luggage.”“ The
Messenger of Allah # said: “A bankrupt person among my
nation is he that comes on the Day of Judgment with his
prayer, his fasting, and his Zakat. But he comes after he had
defamed that person, accused such and such a chaste male or
female, devoured the property of so and so, shed the blood of
s0 and so, and hit so and so. Thus, he will be retaliated
against by taking from him the rewards of his good deeds. If
they are exhausted before giving each one his due right, some

of their sins will be added to his, then he will be cast into the
Fire.” (At-Termizi)
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Narrated Abu-Bakara «: ‘The Prophetsaid thrice:
"Should I tell you about the most dangerous of the major
sins?" They said: "Yes, O Allah's Messenger!” He said: "To
join others in worship with Allah and not to be dutiful to one's
parents." The Prophet # was reclining, then he sat erect and
said: “Particularly, avoid perjury.” Abu-Bakara said: ‘The

Messenger of Allah # kept on repeating this many times until
we said (to ourselves): "Would it be that he has kept silent.™

In the Farewell Sermon, the Messenger of Allah # Istansat
Al-Nas (He asked them to keep silent) and said as:
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329. Narrated by Jareer ibn Abdullah #: ‘The Prophet #
said to me during Hajjatol Wada'a (the last pilgrimage of the
Prophet #): “Let the people keep silent (and listen).” Then he
addressed them: “Do not become non-believers after me by
striking the necks (cutting the throats) of one another (killing
each other).”” (Bukhari).
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Chapter ( 88)

About Keeping Religious Speeches Brief

[A speaker should be keen to convey his words to the
audience in the way that his speech would reach their hearts
and have its effect. It is said that a heartfelt speech reaches the
heart, while that of the tongue does not reach anywhere
except the ear.

For this reason, the Messenger of Allah # used to speak
little. He used to speak so little that it was easy to count his
words. He would repeat the speech thrice raising his voice or
lowering it in the way that served his aim.
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Narrated A'isha: "The Prophet # used to talk so clearly

that if somebody wanted to count the number of his words, he
could do s0.” (Bukhar)

When advising the commanders of the armies and the
governors, Abu-Bakr 4 used to direct them: "If you preach to
them, preach to them briefly, for talking too much makes
people forget.”

And now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi
compiled on the same concern.]

Allah &5 said:
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“lnvite mankind (O Muhammad!) to the Way of your
Lord (i.e. Islam) with wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Revelation
and the Koran) and fair preaching, and argue with them in a
way that is better. Truly, your Lord knows best who has gone
astray from His Path, and He is the Best Aware of those who
are guided. *” (16: 125)
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330. Narrated 1bn Mas'oud «4:: ‘The Prophet 3£ used to
take care of us when preaching by selecting a suitable time,

so that we would not get bored. (He abstained from pestering
us with religious talk and knowledge all the time).” (Bukhart).
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331. Narrated Mu'aweya ibn Al-Hakam s ‘Allah’s
Messenger # said: "Talking is not befitting during the prayer,

for it (the prayer) consists only of glorifying Allah, declaring
His Greatness, and the recitation of the Koran.”* (Muslim)
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332. Narrated Al-Irbadh ibn Sariya: ‘The Messenger of
Allah 2 delivered an eloquent speech that caused our eyes to
shed tears and our hearts to be greatly moved. A man said:
"This is a speech of a man who will depart from this life soon.
What would you recommend us Messenger of Allah!” He
said: “I recommend you to the fear of Allah, and hearing and
obeying even if an Ethiopian slave is your ruler. For he of you
will live long, will see great disputes. And keep away from
mnovated practices, for they are misleading. Let he of you
who would witness this, adhere to my Sunna and that of the
rightly guided caliphs. Stick to it very firmly™” (At-Termizi)

* * #
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Chapter( 89 )
About Self-Possession and Tranquility
Allah 3 said:
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“And the (faithful) servants of the Most Gracious (Allah)
are those who walk on the earth in humility and sedateness,
and when the foolish address them (with bad words) they
reply back with mild words of gemleness e (25 63)

Soiy il ) Lo rells ot u_uﬂ wa&_f.,m =) Adle g VYT
gl ol gy ¥R s Lu,} *f*fba-‘ ‘U;* s Lf.:.L.‘. # 4l
From the Hadith:
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333. Narrated by A'isha, the wife of the Prophet #: "1 never
saw Allah's Messenger # laughing loudly enough for me to
see his uvula, but he used to smile only.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 90 )

About Attending the Prayer and the Circles of
Knowledge with Tranquility and Self-Possession

Allah & said:
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“Thus, it is (what has been mentioned in the previous
Verses (28-31) in this chapter is an obligation that mankind

owes to Allah) and whosoever honors the Symbols of Allah,
then it is truly from the piety of the hearts. *” (22: 32)
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334. Narrated Abu Qatada #: ‘“While we were praying
with the Prophet % he heard the noise of some people. After
performing the prayer he said: “What was the problem?”
They replied; ‘We were hurrying for the prayer.” He said:
“Do not make haste for the prayer, and whenever you come
for the prayer, you should come with calmness, and pray
whatever you get (with the people) and complete the rest that
you have missed.” (Bukhari)
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335. Narrated Jaber: "The Prophet #% spurred his riding
amimal in Mohassir valley.” The narration of Bishr adds the
following words: "Then he proceeded from Jam'a in tranquility
and ordered them to be in tranquility.! The narration of Abu-
No'aym adds the following words: "And he (the Prophet )
ordered them to throw the pebbles equal to the beans’ seed and
said: "I might not meet you after this vear of mine.”™

# * #*
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Chapter( 91)
About Entertaining a Guest
Allah 35 said:
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“Has the story of the honored guests of Abraham (the
three angels, Gabriel and another two) reached you? * When
they came in 1o him and said: "Salam. (Peace be upon you)!"
He answered: "Salam, (peace be upon you )," and he said:
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"You are a people unknown to me.” * Then he turned to his
household and brought out a roasted calf (as the property of
Abraham was mainly cows.) * And placed it before them,
(saying): "Will you not a:.{ict‘?r *(51: 24-27) And
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“And his people came rushing towards him (the
Messenger of Allah Lot #&), and since aforetime they used to
commit crimes (sodomy), he said: "O my people! Here are
my daughters (i.e. the women of the nation), they are purer
for you (if you marry them lawfully). So fear Allah and

disgrace me not with regard to my guests! Is there not among
}fﬂu a Smgle rlght-mmdad man? *" (I I 73}
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336. Narrated Abu-Shorayh Al-Adawi: ‘My eyes have
seen and my ears have heard when the Messenger of Allah #
has said: “He that believes in Allah and the Last Day let him
offer his guest his due right.” It was asked: "What is his due
right?” He said: “One day and one night. Entertainment of the
guest is for three days and three nights. What exceeds this is
charitable. And He that believes in Allah and the Last Day let
him say good or keep silent.”™
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337. Narrated Abu—Shorayh Al-Adawi: ‘The Messenger
of Allah # said: “Entertainment of a guest is for three days.
His due right is one day and one night. What is spent after
that is charitable. And a guest should not stay for long lest he
should embarrass the host.”
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338. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Allah's Messenger % said:
"Whosoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should not
harm his neighbor, and whosoever believes in Allah and the
Last Day should entertain his guest generously, and
whosoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should say
what is good or keep silent. (to abstain from all kinds of evil
and dirty talk, e.g. abusing, lying, backbiting etc.).”™’
(Bukhari)
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Chapter( 92)
About the Desirability of Giving Good Tidings
and Congratulations on Occasions
Allah 3% said:
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“Those who avoid Al-Taghoot (false deities) by not
worshipping them and turn to Allah (in repentance), for them
are glad tidings. So, announce the good news to My servants
(who worship Allah sincerely). *" (39: 17) And
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“Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a Mercy from Him,
and His being pleased (with them), and of Gardens (Paradise)

for them wherein are everlasting delights. *” (9: 21) And
(Vo) ciilal ) {f.-hrluuhﬁa! »

“So, We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy. *”
(37: 101) And
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“And verily, there came Our Messengers to Abraham with
glad tidings. They said: “Salam (greectings or peace!)” He

answered: “Salam (greetings or peace!)” and he hastened to
entertain them with a roasted calf. *” (11: 69) And
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“And his wife was standing (there), and she laughed
(either, because the messengers did not eat their food or for
being glad for the destruction of the people of Lot.) But We
gave her glad tidings of Ishaq (Isac), and after I[shaq, of
Ya'aqoub (Jacob). *" (11: 71) And
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“Then, the angels called him, while he was standing for
the prayer in the Mihrab (a praying place or a private room)
(saying): "Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya (John),
confirming (believing in) the Word from Allah (the creation
of Jesus &), the Word from Allah ("Be!" - and he was!) he
(John) will be noble, chaste, a prophet, and one of the
righteous. *" (3: 39) And
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“(Remember) when the angels said: "O Mary! Verily,
Allah gives you the glad tidings of a Word from Him ("Be!" -
and he was!) His name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of
Mary, he will be held in honor in this world and in the
Hereafter, and will be one of those who are near to Allah. *"
(3: 45)
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

339, Narrated by Abu-Musa Al-Asha'ari &: ‘]

performed ablution in my house and then went out and said
549



Riyadhos-Saliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous)
fAbridged)

(to myself);: "Today, I shall stick to (or remain constantly
with) Allah's Messenger 4 and stay with him all this day of
mine (in his service).” I went to the mosque and asked about
the Prophet 4. The people said: "He went in this direction.”
So, 1 followed his path, asking about him until he entered a
place called Bi'r (Well of) Arees. I sat at its gate, which was
made of date-palm leaves, until the Prophet # finished
answering the call of nature and had performed ablution.
Then I went up to him and saw him sitting at the well of
Arees at the middle of its rim with his legs uncovered,
hanging in the well. I greeted him and went back and sat at
the gate. [ said: "Today I will be the gatekeeper of the Prophet
4 " Abu-Bakr came and pushed the gate. I asked: "Who is
it?”" He said: "Abu-Bakr.” I asked him to wait. I went in and
said: "O Allah's Messenger! Abu-Bakr asks for permission to
enter.” He said: “Admit him and give him the glad tidings
that he will be in Paradise.” So I went out and said to Abu-
Bakr: "Come in, and Allah's Messenger # gives you the glad
tidings that you will be in Paradise.” Abu -Bakr entered and sat
on the right side of Allah's Messenger 4 on the built-up edge of
the well and hung his legs in the well, as the Prophet # did and
uncovered his legs. I then returned and sat (at the gate).

[ had left my brother performing ablution and he had
intended to follow me. So I said (to myself): "If Allah wills
good for so and so (my brother) He will bring him here.”
Suddenly, somebody moved the door. I asked: "Who is it?”
He said: "Omar ibn Al-Khattab.” I asked him to wait. I went
to Allah's Messenger #, greeted him, and said: "Omar ibn Al-
Khattab asks the permission to enter.” He said: “Admit him,
and give him the glad tidings that he will be in Paradise.” 1
went to Omar and said: "Come in, and Allah's Messenger
gives you the glad tidings that you will be in Paradise.” So he
entered and sat beside Allah's Messenger # on the built-up
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edge of the well on the left side and hung his legs in the well.
I returned and sat (at the gate) and said (to myself); ‘If Allah
wills good for so and so, He will bring him here.

Somebody came and moved the door. I asked: "Who is
it?"" He replied: “Othman ibn Affan.” I asked him to wait and
went to the Prophet 4 and informed him. He said: “Admit
him, and give him the glad tidings of entering Paradise after a
calamity that will befall him.” So I went up to him and said to
him: "Come in. Allah's Messenger % gives you the glad
tidings of entering Paradise aft~r a calamity that will befall
you.” Othman then came in and found that the built-up edge
of the well was occupied, so he sat opposite to the Prophet %

on the other side.” (Bukhari)
% # *#
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Chapter( 93)
About Bidding Farewell to One’s Companions
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Allah 3% said:

“And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by
Abraham upon his sons and by Jacob (to his sons). They said:
"0 my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then
die not except in the faith of Islam (as Muslims - Islamic
Monotheism).” * Or were you witnesses when death approached

Jacob when he said to his sons: "What will you worship after
me?" They said: "We shall worship your God - Allah, the
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(only) God of your fathers, Abraham, Ismael, Isac. He is the

One God, and to Him we submit (in Islam).”? *" 2: ]32433)
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The Messenger of Allah 22 said as:

340. Narrated by Malek ibn Al-Howayrith: ‘One of my
cousins and I came to the Messenger of Allah 4 and he said
to us: “If you traveled, deliver azan and Igama, and let the
older of you lead you both in the prayer.”” (At-Termizi)
Abu-Issa said: "This Hadith 1s Hasan Sahechand the majority
of the people of knowledge chose delivering azan while
traveling. Some others said: ‘Iqama only is sufficient because
azan is for him that intends to publicly invite the people to

attend the prayer.” The first opinion is sound. Ahmed and

Ishaq recommended it.”
& # %
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Chapter( 94 )
About Consultation
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Allah % said:

“And due to the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them
gently. And had you been severe and hard-hearted, they would
have broken away from about you, so pass over (their faults),
and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them, and consult with them
on affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust
in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in
Him). *”  (3:159) And
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“And those who answer the Call of their Lord (i.e. to
believe that He is the only One Lord (Allah), and to worship
none but Him Alone), and perform the prayer, and who
(conduct) their affairs by mutuai consultation, : nd who spend
of what We have bestowed on them... *7 (42: 38)

Jaﬂiﬂdmwrﬂ}dlujbm{)ﬂuhﬁ;“”bh -V
_,,ﬁﬂtﬁa_jl;_u.u‘)”lh,nfud’,g_tdllﬁdjujuﬁ\_]bdﬂlmw_phd_n
umSJéJJhJA\JrLPSL]l.a.éhﬂd_;nui_’-ﬁl‘[_}an_’uHLMluldﬂl{_li
¢dejmnjddudjm1@1;ﬂt¢n Lyl b2 s
p.:;_utji,.ﬁ;w“.lujﬁwd.__&mhhufma&d Al e,
&Lﬂjgwjmuﬂw"éﬁﬁf”mu‘#uﬁu!m‘uyﬂl
Lusl_bug,l‘_uhh; S ycd alaly 5l Jale & JB Y g,
daLﬂﬁHJUJ‘gr‘mewjgf”#&ﬁﬁmmeh
5 S da el o« I e Lsﬁ.}*d",& e ”ﬁ‘-‘- alaly (g
s e G e Lo S 0B s S 0By )
D V) A5 Y L fmie Syt s Bt e o J oy
553



Rivadhos-3Saliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous)
(Abridged)

e 4 ) B (g g2 T I o G TN S ain
b AT Ko T Tl e aally i TN S R s ) e
el * s o G

The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

341. Narrated by Jaber ibn Abdullah: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # used to teach us Salat Al-Istikhara (the Prayer for
Guidance) in all affairs, as he used to teach us the Sora s of the
Koran. He said: “If any of you intended to do any affair, let him
perform two Raka'as other than the obligatory prayer, then he
says: ‘O Allah! I seek your counsel by Your knowledge, and by
your power [ seek strength, and ask You of Your abundant
bounty. For You are Able and I am not. Awd You are All-
Knowing and [ am not. And You are the One Knowing the
unseen. O Allah! If You know that this affair is good for me in
my religion, my livelihood, and the final end of mine, or he said
in the present and the deferred affairs of mine, so facilitate it for
me. And if You know that this affair is evil for me in my
religion, my livelihood, and the final end of mine, or he said in
the present and the deferred affairs of mine, detract it from me
and detract me from it and decree good for me wherever it
might be and let me be content therewith.” { At -Termizi)

# % *
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Chapter(95)

About Going to Eid Prayers by One Route and
Returning by Another
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342. Narrated Jaber (ibn Abdullah #: ‘On the day of Eed,
the Prophet 4 used to return (after offering Eid prayer) by a
route different from that by which he went.” (Bukhari)

* * &

mSE il a9 Le S B Oagll i A Gy — A
Chapter( 96 )
About Starting with the Right Side for
Honorable Acts

[The Messenger of Allah # used to start honorable acts
such as the ablution, dressing, combing his hair, entering the
mosque, eating and drinking, etc. with the right side (hand or
foot). Other acts such as cleansing the two orifices, blowing
the nose, entering the bathroom, etc., the Messenger of Allah
4 used to start such acts with the left side (hand or foot).

This shows us how Islam guides its followers to follow
hygienic rules that guarantee good health and a clean
environment.

This shows also that what the Messenger of Allah % has
received is revelation, for we know that such etiquette was
not known among the Arabs before Islam, in addition to the
fact that the Messenger of Allah % was illiterate.

And now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled

in the same concern.)
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Allah 3% said:

“Then as for him who will be given his Record in his
right hand will say: "Here! Read my Record! *Surely, I did
believe that I shall meet my Account!” * So he shall be in a
life, well-pleasing * In a lofty Paradise * The fruits in
bunches whereof will be low and near at hand * Eat and drink
at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days
past! *" (69: 19-24) And
e i) (Lea Iy (A) Alaial I Liata) Lo 4o ) sl b
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“So those on the Right Hand (i.e. those who will be given
their Records in their right hands) - how (fortunate) will be
those on the Right Hand? * And those on the Left Hand
(those who will be given their Records in their left hands),
Who will be those on the Left Hand? *” {56' 8—9)
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There are many hadiths to this effect.

343. Narrated A'isha: ‘The Prophet # liked to start with
the right side on wearing shoes, combing hls hair, cleaning or
washing himself, and on doing anything else.’ (Bukhari)

oy e (30l G B L), 2,01 Bk of po —ves
_ua,_}.,_;s.t =;u-’.;s.°jiu.%i~ajl.1,i;.-_a} : &b (i l._1.1!|_5.1|_||.1:..; : il
"'J_PEE U i iUﬁLS LAY gany g by ey t.ﬁ-"J A
(o 'La_ufn.u!) s s EHP Lldae (b a0 Lu:-_;! AT (f_,'_u.*.'l_ﬂ. :_H'=_J5 5415

A ol gy A

556



Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous)
{Abridged)

(e o s gy sy ) 106 40 o a0 Ldy 8 -

(el gy s BEDE Aty 1l

344, Narrated Umm Atiyya: ‘Allah's Messenger 4 came

to us when his daughter died and said: “Wash her three, five,

or more times with water and Nabk leaves, if you think it is

required, and sprinkle camphor or something of it on her at

the end. When you finish, notify me.” So when we finished,

we informed him and he gave us his waist-sheet and told us to
shroud her in it.” (Bukhari)
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345, Narrated Abu-Huraira «: ‘Allah's Messenger # said:
“If you want to put your shoes on, put the right shoe on first;
and if you want to take them off, take the left one off first. Let

the right shoe be the first to be put on and the last to be taken
of . (Bukhari)
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346. Narrated A'isha: “Whenever the Prophet # took the
bath of Janaba (after sexual relations or a wet dream) he
asked for the Hilab or some (other scent). He used to take 1t in
his hand, rub it first over the right side of his head and then

over the left and then rub the middle of his head (with both
hands).” {Bukhari)
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347. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘After the Prophet % had
thrown Jamra (the stones thrown during Hajj), he slaughtered
his Hady (the ritual slaughter during Hajj), then he came to
the barber and let him shave the right side of the head. He
shaved it and gave the hair to Abu-Talha. Then he gave the
left side of the head to the barber who shaved it. Then he gave

the hair to Abu-Talha ordering him to distribute it among the
people.’
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Chapter (97)
About Reciting Al-tasmiya at the Beginning
of a Meal and Al-hamd at its End
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

348. Narrated by Omar bin Abu-Salama : ‘Allah's
Messenger # said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, cat
with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you."
(Agreed upon)
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349. Narrated A'isha: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said: “If
one of you eats, let him recite Al-tasmiyah. If he forgot to
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recite it at the beginning, let him recite: *Bismillah’ at its
beginning and at its end.” (At-Termizi)
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350. Jaber ibn Abdullah narrated that he heard the Prophet
% saying: “When a man enters his house and mentions Allah
% on entering and on having his meals, Satan says (to his
followers): "You will have neither food nor night-shelter,” If
he enters without mentioning Allahd%, Satan says (to his
followers): "You have acquired your night-shelter.”” If he does
not mention Allah 3% at the time of his meal, Satan says (to
his followers): "You have your night-shelter and food.™
(Abu-Dawood)
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351. Narrated Abu-Omama «: ‘Whenever the dining
cloth of the Prophet # was taken away (i.e. whenever he
finished his meal), he used to pray unto Allah 3%: “Alhamdo
lilah Hamdan Katheeran Tayyiban Mobarakan fih, Ghayra
Makfiyyin Wala  Mowaddi'in Wala Mostaghnan Anho
Rabbana (Blessed and good praise be to Allah 3. It is the
praise that does not meet the countless and indispensable
favors).”
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352. Narrated Abu-Omama 4 : ‘Whenever the dining cloth
of the Prophet 4t was taken away (1.e. whenever he finished his
meal), he used to say: “Alhamdo lillah Hamdan Katheeran
Tayyiban Moba rakan Fih Ghayra Malkfin Wala Mowaddi'in
Wala Mostaghnan Anho Rabbana (Praise be to Allah 3%, a
blessed and indispensable praise to our Lord).” (Bukhari) |
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Chapter (98 )
About noet Criticizing Food, but Praising
it is Recommendable
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353 Abu-Huraira «:'The Prophet 4z never criticized any

[ .Narrated ood {presented to him), but he would eat it if he liked it,

otherwise, he would leave it (without expressing his dislike).
(Bulkhari)
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Chapter ( 99)
About what a Fasting Person should do if
He attends a Banquet
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354, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet # said: “If
anyone of you was invited to a meal, let him accept the

invitation. If he was fasting, let him pray unto Allah (for the
one who invited him).”” (At-Termizi)
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355. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet # said: “If
anyone of you was invited while he was observing fasting, let
him say: ‘T am fasting.””” (At-Termizi)
* * *
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Chapter( 100)
About One who was invited to a Meal and
another Person went with him
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356. Narrated Abu-Mas'oud: ‘A man named Abu-Sho'ayb
came to a young butcher and said to him: "Prepare a dish
sufficient for five people, for I have seen the signs of hunger
on the face of the Messenger of Allah#.”" The narrator said:
‘He prepared the food and the man invited the Messenger of
Allah # and those who were with him. When the Prophet %
left, a man who was not present when the invitation was made
followed them. When the Messenger of Allah # reached the
door, he said to the householder: *A man who was not present

when you had invited us has followed us, will you permit him

[to join us]?” He said: "I have permitted him.”” (At-Termizi)
& # *
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Chapter( 101)
About giving Directions to the One who
eats Improperly
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357. Narrated Omar  ibn Abu-Salama«: ‘Allah's
Messenger % said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, eat

with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you."
(Agreed upon)
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Chapter(102)
About the Forbiddance of Eating Two
Dried-Dates Together
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358. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘The Messr.:nger of Allah %
forbade that one should eat two dates at a time (if others share

him food), except after asking their permissionl."
(At-Termizi)

" Imam Al-Nawawi said that the forbiddance is agreed upon and
one should ask the permission of the one who is offering them.
The scholars differed about the cause behind the forbiddance.
Was it due to unlawfulness, undesirability, or because it
contradicts civilized behavior? Al-Qadhi lyadh adopted the literal
interpretation and said that it is forbidden because it is unlawful.
Others said that it is due to undesirability.

The correct opinion is as follows: If others are participating in the
meal is by, combining two dates at one time becomes unlawful,
unless the other participants permit one to do so. This can be
shown by explicit or implicit permission. If one has doubts
regarding their agreement, it becomes unlawful. In the case where
another man owned food, or its owner gave his permission, it
becomes unlawful, unless one has that person's permission. In
this case it is recommended (not obligatory) to ask the permission
of the other participants. If one is the owner of food, there is no
blame in combining two dates. It is not recommended to combine
two dates in the case where there is little food. If there is much
food, there is no harm [in taking two]. It should be noted that it is
better not to combine two dates out of adherence to civilized
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Chapter ( 103 )

About what a Gluttonous Person should do
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359. Narrated Wahshiy ibn Harb; ‘The companions of the
Prophet # said to him: "We eat but we do not become full.”
The Prophet # said: “Do you eat separately?" They said:
“Yes.” He said: “Assemble for food and mention Allah’s
Name over it that Allah 3& would bless it for you.”" (Abu-
Dawood)

& & £
Al calla Cpe JSYL ) Al Y 8
Chapter: ( 104)
About the Order of Eating What is next to One
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behavior and it should also be noted that it is better not to combine
two dates at one time, because this depicts gluttony, beside it
being improper behavior.

Al-Khattab said: “This is confined to their time where there was
little food, as for now, food is plentiful. But we still say that this is
not correct, because the rulings are based on the essence of the
texts, not on the circumstances. Tohfah.
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360. Narrated Omar ibn Abu-Salama %: ‘Allah's
Messenger # said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, eat
with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you."
(Agreed upon)
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361. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘The Prophet # said:

“Blessedness exists in the middle of the dish. Thus, eat from
its sides and do not eat from its center.” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter( 105)

About the Dislike of Eating while Reclining
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362. Narrated Abu-Johayfa: ‘The Messenger of Allah %
said: “As to me, I do not eat while reclining,” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter( 106 )
About the Desirability of Eating
with Three Fingers
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363. Narrated Anas: ‘If the Prophet # ate any meal, he
used to lick his three fingers. He said: *And if a mouthful of
bread fell [on the floor] from one of you, let him remove what
has clung to it and eat it. And leave it not to Satan.” Anas
added: ‘He ordered us not to leave any remnants of food

saying: “You do not know where the blessedness exists in
your food.”™ (At-Termizi)
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364. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘The Prophet # said: “When
you eat, do not wipe your hand until you have licked it, or
have it licked.”” (Bukhari)
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365. Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah: ‘During the lifetime of
the Prophet #& we did not have any handkerchiefs (to wipe
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our hands) except the palms of our hands, our forearms, and
our feet.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 107)
About Gathering many People for Food
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366. Narrated Abu-Huraira <& : 'Allah's Messenger #

said: “The food for two people is sufficient for three, and the
food of three people is sufficient for four people.”™ (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 108 )
About the Manner of Drinking
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367. Narrated (Thomama ibn Abdullah): *Anas < used to
(breathe) twice or thrice (while drinking while the mouth of
the jar was not touching his lips). Anas said that the Prophet
“ used to take three breaths while drinking.” (Bukhari)
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368. Narrated Abu-Huraira : 'Allah’'s Messenger #

forbade drinking (directly) from the mouth of a water skin or
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other leather containers’, and forbade preventing one's
neighbor from fixing a peg in (the wall of) one's house.’
(Bukhari)
;;,13-.:;_;_-,511 O B Y3 TR Sy W _:;_,i_; IR TR A ST
oo qilﬁd_,u_;dﬁ duwmwﬁ&w‘w;uJ{#‘u_—JF\_hﬂ?
1:.1.\1 L".‘ lljaa-u_g.l._J.le-'l_gl_c'_Lm1jJJm1 L)Sl__q_).u_l]ﬂ \_l_)_mSL."n_“'-.lj1_5_1J_m
[LHJJ“;ﬁjhﬁf}ﬂ- ._H?*.;lmgm#:. _5.;5 l_].uf..ua__,(.d 1.*.}1:,44.-..5",&?;_“
TRV S R ¥S SRR U
369. Narrated ibn Abbas: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Do not drink as the camel does. But drink with two or three

breaks. Recite Basmala when you start drinking and thank
Allah 2 when you have drunk.”™ (At-Termizi)
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370. Narrated Anas: ‘Some milk mixed with water was
brought to the Prophet # and a nomad was sitting on his right
and Abu-Bakr was on his left. The Prophet 4 drank then he

gave it to the nomad saying: “The one on the right side is
worthier of drinking first.”™ (At-Termizi)

? The Messenger of Allah % forbade this because it is improper
conduct that a Muslim would shun. It should be obvious that it is
permissible.
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371. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri «&:  “Allah's

Messenger # forbade bending the mouths of the water skins
for the sake of drinking from them.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter( 109)
About the Dislike of Blowing on a Drink
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372. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri: ‘The Prophet #
forbade that one blows on a drink. A man said: "What is
about a speck that one sees in the cup?” He said: “Pour some
water out to remove it.” He said. "My thirst is not quenched
from one cup?’ He said: “Let there be intervals in your
drinking.” (At-Termizi)
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372. Narrated ibn Abbas: “The Prophet # forbade that one
breathes while drinking or blowing in the container.’
(At-Termizi)
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374. Narrated ibn Omar : ‘We would eat while walking

and drink while standing during the lifetime of the Prophet.’
(At-Termizi)
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375. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘I saw the Messenger of
Allah # drinking while sitting and while standing.’

* * *
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Chapter ( 110)
About the One serving the Drink is
the last One to Drink
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376. Narrated Abu-Qatada: ‘The Prophet % said: *The one
who serves drinks to people should be the last to drink.””
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Chapter ( 111)
About the Permissibility of Drinking from
any Sort of Material, except Gold and Silver
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377. Narrated Anas «# : "It was the time for the prayer and
those whose houses were nearby got up and went to their
people (to perform the ablution), and there remained some
people (siiting). Then a painted earthen pot (Al -mikhdab)
containing water was brought to Allah's Messenger 3. The
pot was small, not broad enough for one to spread one's hand
in it, yet all the people performed the ablution. (The sub-
narrator said: “We asked Anas: "How many people were
you?” Anas & replied: "There were eighty or more of us.” (It
was one of the miracles of Allah's Messenger #).” (Bukhari)
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378. Narrated Thabit: Anas & said: "The Prophet # asked
for some water and a shallow tumbler with a broad base
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containing a small quantity of water was brought to him,
whereby he put his fingers in it. Anas further said: "I noticed
the water springing out from among his fingers.” Anas added:
"1 estimated that the people who performed ablution from it
numbered between seventy to eighty people.”” (Bukhari)

5 A ey B 1 Uil 5 A iy Ll o A (e VA
L bl G e 3 1S Y ALy a0 1 8 1555
Al 3 * A i s,

379. Narrated Hozayfa ibn Al-Yaman (may Allah be
pleased with them): *Allah's Messenger £ said: "Do not drink
from silver or gold vessels, and do not eat from plates of these
two metals, for such things are for them (the disbelievers) in
this worldly life and for you in the Hereafter."” (Agreed upon)
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380. Narrated Umm Salama, the wife ol the Prophet #:
‘Allah's Messenger % said: “He who drinks from silver

vessels is only filling his abdomen with Hellfire.”” (Bukhari)
* o *
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Book of Clothing
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Chapter (112)
About the Desirability of White Garments,

the Permissibility of other Colors, and the
Forbiddance of Silk Clothes
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[Clothes are one of Allah’s favors to mankind, as man is
shy by nature, and this is confirmed by the Noble Koran. Did
not you see that when Adam’s and Eve's awras [the part of
the body that should be covered in front of others] were
revealed, they hastened to cover themselves with leaves from
the trees?

Noble Koran narrates to us their story in more than one
place, and we mention here what is mentioned in the chapter
entitled Al A'araf (the Heights), chapter number 7. Allah &
says:
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"And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and
eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not this tree
otherwise you both will be of the wrong-doers. * Then, Satan
whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover what
was hidden from them of their private parts (before). He said:
“Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should
become angels or become of the immortals.” * And he
(Satan) swore by Allah to them both (saying): "Verily, I am
one of the sincere well-wishers for you both.” * So he misled
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them with deception. Then when they tasted of the tree, that
which was hidden from them of their shame (private parts)
became manifest to them and they began to cover themselves
with the leaves of Paradise (in order to cover their Awra).
And their Lord called out to them (saying): "Did I not forbid
you that tree and tell you that verily, Satan is an open enemy
unto you?” * They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged
ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us of
Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.” * (Allah)
said: "Get down, one of you will be an enemy to the other
(i.e. Adam, Eve, and Satan). On earth there will be a
dwelling-place for you and an enjoyment for an appointed
term of time.” *" (7: 19-24)

Directly after these verses, the Noble Koran reminds
mankind of the blessing of clothes by its statement:
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“0O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon
you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts) and as an
adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better.
Such are among the signs of Allah that they may remember
(leave falsehood and follow truth). *” (7: 26)

Men are permitted to wear any clothes, except feminine
styles and silk, provided they do not cover their heels. Men
should abandon the clothing of boastfulness and pride.

Women are permitted to wear all types of material, silk
is permitted, provided it is not tight, transparent, and does
not show the shape of their bodies. They should cover their
bodies entirely.
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This is sufficient and now let us read what Imam An-
Nawawi compiled.]
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Allah 25 said:

“O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon
you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts) and as an
adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better.
Such are among the signs of Allah that they may remember
(leave falsehood and follow truth). *” (7: 26) And
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“And Allah has made for you out of what He has created
shades, and has made for you places of refuge in the
mountains, and has made for you garments to protect you
from the heat (and cold), and coats of mail to protect you
from your (mutual) violence. Thus, He does perfect His Favor
unto you, that you may submit yourselves to His Will (in
[slam). *” (16: 81)
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The Messenger of Allah £ said as:

3R81. Narrated by ibn Abbas: ‘The Messenger of Allah %
said: “Wear white clothes for they are the best of clothing and
enshroud your dead therewith.” (At-Termizi)

Abu-Issa  said: “The Hadith of ibn Abbas is Hasan
Saheeh. And the people of knowledge recommend this. ibn
Al-Mobarak said: ‘It is preferable to me that one is
enshrouded in the clothes he used to wear while performing
the prayers.” Ahmed and Ishaq said: ‘It is preferable to us if
one is enshrouded in a white shroud of good quality.’
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382. Narrated Samora ibn Jondob: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “Wear white clothes because they are better and
purer, and enshroud your dead persons therein.”™ (At-Termizi)
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383. Narrated Awn ibn Abu-Johayfa: 'l saw Bilal
delivering azan (for the prayer) and 1 would follow (looking
at) his mouth (as he turned it) this (right side) and that (left
side)® with his fingers in his ears while the Messenger of
Allah % was in a red tent.” The narrator doubted whether the
other narrator had said: ‘made of hide.” Then Bilal preceded
him (the Messenger of Allah #) with a headed-spear and
planted it in Al-batha’a and so, the Messenger of Allah #
performed the prayer at its direction® letting the donkey and
the dog pass (between the headed-spear and qibla). The

Prophet # was wearing a red garment. It seems to me as if [
am looking at the brightness of his legs [now].’
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- 384, Narratﬂd Jaber ibn Samora: ‘I saw the Messenger of
Allah # in a moonlit night while he was wearing a red
garment. I kept on looking at him and at the moon. To me, he
was more beautiful than the moon.’

? At reciting Al Hayalatayn Hayy Alas-Salah (come fast to the
prayer). Hayy Alalfalah (come fast to success).
4 Making it as a Sotra (a screen) between him and Al Qibla.
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385. Narrated Al-Bara'a ibn Azib: ‘I saw the Messenger of
Allah # wearing a red garment.” (At-Termizi)
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386. Narrated A'isha: *Once, the Messenger of Allah #%

went out in the morning wearing a black gown made of
wool." (At-Termizi)
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387. Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her):
‘Allah's Messenger % was shrouded in three Yemenite white
Sahullyyah (pieces of cloth) of cotton, and with them there
was neither a shirt nor a turban.’ (Bukhari)
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388, Narrated Al-Mogheera ibn Sho'aba «: ‘Once [ was
in the company of the Prophet 4 on a journey and T dashed to
take ofT his Khuff (footwear). He ordered me to leave them as
he had put them on after performing ablution. So he passed
wel hands over them.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 113)
About the Desirability of Wearing Shirts
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389. Narrated Samora ibn Jondob: ‘The Messenger of

Allah % said: “Wear white clothes because they are better and
purer and enshroud your dead persons therein.” (At-Termizi)
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390. Narrated Hozayfa: ‘The Messenger of Allah # held
my calf,” or he said: He held his calf, and said: “This is the
place where the loincloth should reach. If you refused, let it

go lower. If you refused, know that it should not cover the
heels.” (At-Termizi)
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391, Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘The Prophet % said: “There are
three men whom Allah does not look at or purify, and they
will receive a severe torment.” We said: "Who are these, O
Messenger of Allah! They have been lost and ruined?” He
said: “The one who mentions his good deeds to others
boastfully (or the one who takes more that he gives), the one
who lets his garment hang down below his heels, and the one
who sells his merchandise by false oaths.™ (At-Termizi)

Jie e TG ST R AN LR el iy G B -y
il 06 ol G e e el L o L D 2 g 2
G PG 08 BTy D Wl g5 Y JE D0 Wi i g L
* e Dy 1 Al A ST

392, Narrated Abu-Tameema Ai—Hﬂjaymi:' ‘I came to the
Prophet %5 and said: " Alaykas-Sala mo (Upon vou be
peace).” He said: “Do not say: “Alaykas-Sala mo (Upon you

be peace)’ but say: “As-Salamo Alayka.” The narrator
mentioned a long story.” {At-Termizi)
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393. Narrated Abdulla ibn Amr ibn Al-Ass: ‘The

Messenger of Allah #% said: “Really, Allah & likes to see the
traces of His favors on His servant.”” (At-Termizi)
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394, Narrated Anas Al-Johani: "The Messenger of Allah

4 said: “He that refused to wear the clothes worn boastfully,
out of modesty for Allah’s sake, being able to wear them,
Allah 3 will summon him before all people and let him

choose whatever he likes of the clothing of the people of faith
(in Paradise).”
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395, Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘I heard Omar saying that the

Prophet # said: “He who wore silk garments in life will not
wear them in the Hereafter.” (At-Termizi)
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396. Narrated Abu-Musa Al-Asha'ari: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: "Wearing silk clothes and gold is unlawful for

the males of my followers and lawful for their females.™
(At-Termizi)

583



Riyaadhos-Saalikeen {The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

3 A L o g Ll L LS e A = —TAY
e (s Ul Ll all Gl ey L JSL Al

397. Narrated Hozayfa ibn Al-Yaman «: ‘The Prophet %
forbade us to drink out of gold and silver vessels, or eat off
them, and also forbade the wearing of silk and Dibaj (thick
silk) or sitting on it.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter (115)
About the Permissibility of wearing Silk by
Men due to Medical Reasons
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398. Narrated Anas «: ‘The Prophet 4 allowed Abdoul-
Rahman ibn Awf and Al-Zobayr to wear silk shirts because
they had a skin disease that caused them to itch.” (Bukhari)
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399, Narrated Anas #: ' Abdul-Rahman ibn Awf and Al-
Zobayr complained to the Prophet 48 about lice (that caused
itching), so he allowed them to wear silk clothing.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter (116)
About the Forbiddance of Sitting and
Riding on Tigers’ Skin
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400. Narrated Osama ibn Omayr ibn Amir: *“The Prophet
4 forbade taking predatory animals’ skins fo be used as
mats.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter ( 117)

About the Invocation a Muslim should use upon
wearing New Clothing or Footwear
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401. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed: ‘Whenever the Messenger of
Allah #& had a new garment he used to name it, for example a
turban, or a shirt and say: “O Allah! Praise belongs to You.
You have caused me to wear this. I ask You the good of it and
the good in making it. And I seek refuge with You from the
evil of it and the evil in making it.” (At-Termizi)
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Chapter (118)
About the Manner of Sleeping and Reclining

1 4 A1 ) 08 108 Lie ) pamy jle g ol e — €0
) s il 20 108 oo it B e )
e ) o s oty el ol oy i) ey )
FRERGY PR LR ORERA I TR RE T PR X AR I vl A
(g ad ol (b a,ﬁ;'-‘j‘ iy

402. Narrated Al-Bara'a ibn Azib: ‘Whenever Allah's
Messenger # went to bed, he used to sleep on his right side and
then say: “Allahomma Aslamto Nafsee [lay ka, Wa Wajjahto
Wajhee Ilayka, Wa Fawwadhto Amree [layka, Wa Alja'to
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Thahree Ilayka, Raghbatan Wa Rahbatan Ilayka. La Malja' Wa
la Manja Minka Illa Ilayka. Amanto Bikita bika Allathee
Anzalta Wa Nabiyyika Allathee Arsalta! (O Allah! I have
submitted my soul to You. I have turned my face towards You. |
have confined my affairs to You. [ have left my back to Your
protection out of fear and hope in You. There is neither resort
nor delivery from You except to You. I believe in the Book You
have sent down. I believe in Your Prophet whom You have
sent).”” Allah's Messenger % said: “Whoever recites these words
(before going to bed) and dies the same night, he will die on Al
Fitrah (the Islamic religion (as a Muslim)).”” (Bukhari)

il 13) 8 Ll 08208 Lo @) iy e g ol e ey
P ) s o palial Sl @ gy B cani,
G gﬁ_k.uuijum @f!wﬁj;ﬂwju&imm
=Jﬂ¢ﬂmm1;:,m;ﬂwd“ﬁwjuv“_mm_u
G AT (el el o call (] ol s el (o) 8y
G S, ] el ‘—‘J*L“l"%t.ﬁ—”l'whlﬁ:‘-‘r—"ﬁ J3 (4 i
g Al oy, (el S Wy ) 108 el e el 5

403. Narrated Al Bara’a ibn Azib: *The Prophet# said to

e: “Whenever you go to bed perform ablution like that for
the prayer, lie on your right side and say: ‘Allahomma Innee
Wajjahto Wajhee Ilayka, Wa Fawwadhto Amree Ilayka, Wa
Alja'to Thahree Ilayka Raghbatan Wa Rahbatan [layka. La
Malja’ Wa la Manja Minka Illa Ilayka. Amanto Bikita bika
Allathee Anzalta Wa Nabiyyika Allathee Arsalta! (O Allah! 1
have submitted my soul to You. I have turned my face
towards You. [ have confined my affairs to You. [ have left my
back to Your protection out of fear and hope in You. There is
neither resort nor delivery from You except to You. [ believe in
the Book You have sent down. I believe in Your Prophet whom
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You have sent).” Then if you die on that very night, you will die
with faith (on the religion of Islam). Let the aforesaid words be
your last utterance (before sleep).” 1 repeated it before the
Prophet # and when | reached: “Amanto Bikita bika Allathee
Anzalta (O Allah [ believed in Your Book which You have
revealed).” | said: “Wa Rasoolika (and Your Messenger).” The
Prophet % said: *No. (Say): “Wa Nabiyyikallathee Arsalta (And
Your Prophet whom You have sent),” in its stead.”” (Bukhari)
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404, Narrated Hozayfa ibn Al Yama n & "When the
Prophet # went to bed at night, he would put his hand under his
cheek and would say: “Bismika Amooto Wa Ahya , (O Allah!
In Your Name I die and live).” When he got up he would say:
“Alhamdo lilla hillathee Ahya na Bada Ma Ama tana Wa
[layhin-Noshoor (Praise be to Allah Who gave us life after He

had caused us to die (sleep) and to Him is the Final Return).”
(Bukhari)
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405. Narrated AbuHuraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah#

saw a man spread (lying face down) and he said: “This is a
reposing position that Allahd& dislikes.”™ (At-Termizi)
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Chapter ( 119)
About the Permissibility of Lying on the Back
placing One Leg on the Other provided One
is Covering One’s Awrah
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406. Abdullah ibn Zayd Al-Ansari < narrated that he has

seen the Prophet 4 lying flat (on his back) in the mosque,
putting one of his legs over the other. (Bukhari)
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407. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘[ saw Allah's Messenger 3 in
the courtyard of the Kabah in Al-Thtiba'a posture putting his
arms round his legs like this.” (Bukhari)
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Chapter : (120)

About the Manners of Sitting with One’s Companions
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408. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘The Messenger of Allah % said:
“Let not one of you request his brother to leave his place and
then he sits in it.” (At-Termizi)
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409. Narrated Ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased with
them): “The Prophet # said: “A man should not make another

man get up from his seat (in a gathering) to sit in it, but one
should make room and spread out.”” (Bukhari)
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410. Narrated Salman Al-Farisi & : “The Prophet # said:
“Whoever takes a bath on Friday, punﬁes himself as much as he
can, then uses his (hair) oil or perfumes himself with the scent
available to him, then proceeds for the Friday prayer) and does
not separate two persons sitting together (in the mosque), then
prays as much as (Allah has) written for him, and then remains
silent while the Imam delivers the Friday sermon, his sins 1n

between the present and the last Friday would be forgiven.”
(Bukhari)
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411. Narrated Wahb ibn Hozayfa : *The Messenger of
Allah # said: “The man is entitled to his seat. If he went out
and returned, he is even more entitled to it.”" (At-Termizi)
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412. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “It is not lawful for a man to separate two
people and sit between them, without their permission.™ (At-
Termizi)
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413. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘Whenever the Messenger of
Allah # left a gathering, he used to make the following

invocation: *O Allah! Divide for us of fear what debars us
from the acts of disobedience and from the acts of obedience
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that admit us into Your Paradise, and of firm faith that
discards the misfortunes of life. O Allah! Let us have sound
health, hearing, and sight as long as You grant us life. O
Allah! Let our enemies be revenged and defeated by You and
grant us victory against them. O Allah! Let our misfortune be
not in our religion. Let life be not our utmost concern and do
not make him that oppresses us overpower us.”” (At-Termizi)
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“And among His Signs is your sleep by night and by day,
and your seeking of His Bounty. Verily, in that are indeed
signs for a people who listen. *” (30: 23)
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

414. Narrated by Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah
# said; “At the end of time, the believer’s vision will often
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come true. The most truthful believer will have the most
truthful vision. And the believer’s dream is one part of forty-
six parts of prophethood. Dreams are of three kinds: a
righteous dream is a good tiding from Allah 2%, the sad dream
is from Satan, and the dream that one indulges himself in.
Thus, if one of you saw what he dislikes, let him get up, spit
[s.},rmbﬂllmlly to the left], and let him not tell people about it.
I love fetters and hate yokes® for a fetter means feet fixed in
the religion (refraining one from doing evil).” (At-Termizi)
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415. Narrated Obada ibn Al-Samit: ‘The Prophet % said:
“The believer’s dream is one part of forty six parts of
prﬂphclhnnd {Ai-Termlzﬂ
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416. Narrated Abu Qatada < ' heard the Pmpl‘.le'l, -
saying: "A good dream is from Allah, and a bad dream is
from Satan. So if anyone of you sees (in a dream) something

®|.e. the chain that is tied round the neck of the slave or the
prisoner. It was disliked by the Prophet 4: because it is one of the
marks of the people of the Fire, Allah % says about them:

“For the unbelievers, We have prepared chains, yokes, and a
blazing Fire *"
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he dislikes, when he gets up, he should blow thrice (on his
left side) and seek refuge with Allah from its evil, for then it
will not harm him."” (Bukhari)
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417. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah's Messenger %
said: "When the Day of Resurrection approaches, the dream
of a believer will hardly fail to come true, and the dream of a
believer is one of the forty-six parts of An-Nobowwah
(prophethood)."” (Bukhari)
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418. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: 'I heard the Prophet %

saying: "Whoever sees me in a dream will see me when he is
awake, for Satan cannot impersonate me."’ (Bukhari)
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419. Narrated Wathila ibn Al-Asqa < : ‘Allah's Messenger
# said: “Verily, one of the worst lies is to claim falsely to be
the son of someone other than one's real father, or to claim to
have had a dream one has not had, or to attribute to me what [
have not said.”’ (Bukhari)
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Sl s (2)
Book of Greetings
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Chapter ( 122)

About the Superiority of Greeting People
with the Islamic Greeting
Allah 3& said:
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“0 you who believe! Enter not houses other than your
own, until you have asked permission and greeted the

occupants, that is better for you in order that you may
remember, *” (24: 27) And
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“There is no restriction on the blind, nor any restriction on
the lame, nor any restriction on the sick, nor on yourselves, if
you eat from your houses, or the houses of your fathers, or the
houses of your mothers, or the houses of your brothers, or the
houses of your sisters, or the houses of your paternal uncles,

395



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

or the houses of your paternal aunts, or the houses of your
maternal uncles, or the houses of your maternal aunts, or
(from that) whereof you hold keys, or (from the house) of a
friend. No sin on you whether you eat together or apart. But
when you enter the houses, greet one another with a greeting
from Allah (Say: “As-Salamo Alaykom - peace be on you™)
blessed and good. Thus, Allah makes clear the Verses to you
that you may understand. *" (24: 61) And
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“When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return
with what 15 better than it, or (at least) return it equally.
Certainly, Allah is Ever a Careful Account Taker of all
things. *” (4: 86) And
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“Has the story of the honored puests of Abraham (the
three angels: Gabriel along with another two) reached you? *
When they came in to him and said: "Salam (peace be upon
you)!" He answered: "Salam (peace be upon you ).," and he
said: "You are a people unknown to me.” * Then he turned to
his household and brought out a roasted calf (as the property
of Abraham was mainly cows) * And placed it before them
(saying): "Will you not eat?” *" (51" 24-27) And
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420. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr (may Allah be pleased
with them): ‘A man asked the Prophet #5: "Whose Islam is
good or what sort of deeds (or what qualities) of Islam are
good?" The Prophet 4 replied: “To feed (others) and to greet
those whom you know and those whom you do not know.™
(Bukhari)
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421. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4 : ‘The Prophet 3 said:
"Allah created Adam, and his height was 60 cubits. When He
created him, He said to him: “Go and greet that group of
angels, and listen to their reply, for that will be your greeling
(salutation) and the greeting (salutation) of your offspring.™
(Bukhari)

So Adam said (to the angels): "As-Salamo Alaykom
(Peace be upon you).” The angels replied: “As-Salamo
Alayka Wa Rahmatollah (Peace and Allah's Mercy be upon
you).” Thus the angels added to Adam's salutation the
expression: “Wa Rahmatollah™ Any person who will enter
Paradise will resemble Adam (in his image, appearance, and
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figure efc.). People have been decreasing in stature since
Adam's creation.
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422. Narrated Al-Bara'a ibn Azib 4: ‘Allah's Messenger
# ordered us to do seven things and forbade us from seven
other things. He ordered us to visit the sick, to follow
funeral processions, to respond to a sneezer invoking Allah %
("May Allah & bestow of His Mercy on you,” if he says:
"Praise be to Allah”), to accept invitations, to greet
(everybody), to help the oppressed, and to help others fulfill
their oaths. He forbade us to wear gold rings, to drink in
silver (utensils), to use Mayathir (silk carpets placed on
saddles), to wear Al-Qissi (a kind of silk cloth), to wear silk
Dibaj or Istabraq (two kinds of silk clothes).” (Bukhari)
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423. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah &
said: “By Him in Whose hand my soul is, you will not enter
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Paradise until you believe. You will not believe until you love
each other. Would I commend you a thing that if you adhered
to it, you would love each other? Spread greetings (the
Islamic form of greeting) among yourselves.”” (At-Termizi)
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424, Narrated Abdullah ibn Salam: “When the Messenger

of Allah # came to Al Madeenah, the people hastened to
receive him saying: “"The Messenger of Allah # has come.
The Messenger of Allah %2 has come. The Messenger of Allah
4% has come.” 1 came with the people to see him. When I
looked at his face I knew that his face was not the face of a
liar. The first thing he said was: “O people! Spread greeting
people (with the Islamic greeting), serve food, and perform

the (voluntary) prayer when people sleep that you would enter
Paradise safely.” (At-Termizi)

= L *
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Chapter ( 123)
About the Form of the Islamic Greeting

It is desirable that the one initiating the Islamic greeting
should say: "As-Salamo Alaykom Wa Rahmatollah Wa
Barakatoh (Peace and blessing of Allah be upon you).”

He should say: ™ Alaykom™ that is used to address a group
of people, even if the person he is greeting is only one. The
other person or people should reply: "Wa Alaykomos-Salamo
Wa Rahmatollah Wa Barakatoh (Peace and blessing of Allah
be upon you).”
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as:

425. Narrated by Omran ibn Hosayn: ‘A man came to the
Prophet # and greeted him"” "As-Salamo Alykom (peace be
upon you).” The Prophet # said: “Ten (good deeds).”
Another man came and said: "As-Salamo Alykom Wa
Rahmatollah (peace and Allah’s mercy be upon you).” The
Prophet # said: “Twenty (good deeds). ™ A third man came and
said: "As-Salamo Alykom Wa Rahmatolla h Wa Barakatoh
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(peace, and Allah’s mercy and blessing be upon you).™ The
Prophet & said: “Thirty (good deeds).” (At-Termizi)
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426. Narrated Abu-Salama < : A'isha (may Allah be
pleased with her) said that the Prophet # said to her: "O
A'isha ! This is Gabriel and he sends his salutations to you."
A'isha said: ‘Wa Alayhis-Salamo Wa Reahmatollah Wa
Barakatoho (Peace (greetings) to him, and Allah's Mercy and
Blessings be on him).” Abu-Salama said that A'isha said to
the Prophet #&: "You see what I don't see.” (Bukhari)
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427. Narrated Anas «#%: “Whenever the Prophet # spoke a
sentence (said anything), he used to repeat it thrice so that the
people would understand it properly from him, and whenever
he asked permission to enter he used to knock the door (
thrice) with a greeting.” (Bukhari)

Sl wn Gl g e G 2 e '3 G ik Lia —£ YA
o sas o ml ia b A S 0 e O e o e
a " =R T o seas =7 J;-.-:IS-'!-}-'-'...-' & PR | .
k3 gﬂ1éiumuﬁh}uj&lhuum1 L.I"‘L.Jll_ﬁ"‘-"l_li"_}";i .-J.:_'n:.
%#ﬂ b b oy ol o e i 96 o L;‘;Lﬂ@ (s
_j_r;...q.r.'- JJ'UL"’E""“?I“‘I La .h.l.nthe__ja._‘vh PSJ_‘i.;;JII__ml'I d__nnﬁ.._ﬂ

601



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

A5y g o Gt e 1) 450 U Gy 2 i St b e
i g o g g

428. Kalda ibn Hanbal said: ‘Safwan ibn Omayya sent me
with colostrums and cucumber to the Prophet # when he was
at the upper part of the valley. I entered without greeting him
or asking his permission. The Prophet # said: “Return and
say: “Al-Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you.

May I enter) 7" Kaldah ibn Hanbal said: "This took place
after Safwan had accepted Islam.”
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429. Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘The Messenger of Allah %

said: “The nearest to Allah is he that starts greeting people
with the Islamic greeting.”” (Abu-Dawood)
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430. Narrated Abu-Tameema Al-Hojaymi: ‘I went to a
meeting seeking to see the Prophet #, but I could not
distinguish him. He was reconciling between people. When
they ended some people came out and one of them said: O
Messenger of Allah!™ At that, I came to know him. I said to
him: » Alaykas-Salamo Messenger of Allah! ‘Alaykas-
Salamo Messenger of Allah! ‘Alaykas-Salamo (Upon you be
peace) Messenger of Allah!” He said: ” Alaykas-Salamo is
the greeting of the dead®” He said this thrice. Abu-Tameema
said: ‘Then the Prophet % directed his face to me and said: "If
the Muslim man meets his Muslim brother, let him greet him:
“As-Salamo Alaykom Wa Rahmatollah (May peace and
mercy of Allah be upon you).”” Abu-Tameema said: “Then
the Prophet # returned the greeting: “Wa Alayka Wa
Rahmatollah (May peace and mercy of Allah be upon you).
Wa Alayka Wa Rahmatollah (May peace and mercy of Allah
be upon you). Wa Alayka Wa Rahmatollah (May peace and
mercy of Allah be upon you).” (At-Termizi)

6 This does not mean that one greets the dead: " Alaykas-Salamo
(Upon you be peace).” because it was narrated that the
Messenger of Allah #& greeted them: "As-Sal mo Alaykom.” The
Messenger of Allah % said this because it was their habit to say
this.
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Chapter ( 124 )

About How to make the Islamic Greeting
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431. Narrated  Abu-Huraira #: *Allah's Messenger #
said: “The riding person should greet the walking one, and the
walking one should greet the sitting one, and a small number

of people should greet the larger number of people.”™
(Bukhari)
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432, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘A man asked the
Prophet #&: “What sort of deeds or traits of Islam are good?”
The Prophet #2 said: “To feed others, and to greet those whom
you know and those whom you do not know.”" (Bukhari)
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4 33. Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘The Messenger of Allah %

said: “The nearest to Allah is he that starts greeting people
with the Islamic greeting.” (Abu-Da wood)
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Chapter ( 125)
About Repeating the Islamic Greeting

whenever a Muslim meets his Muslim Brother
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434, Narrated Rifa'a ibn Rafi: ‘While the Messenger of
Allah # was sitting in the mosque and we were silting with
him, a man who looked like as a nomad came in and
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performed Al-salah (the prayer) extremely briefly. He went to
the Prophet # and greeted him. The Prophet #% returned his
greeting and said to him: “Go back and offer Al-salat (the
prayer), for you have not performed the prayer.” The man
went back, offered Al-salat (the prayer), returned, and
greeted the Prophet #& who returned his greeting and said to
him: “Go back and offer Al-salat (the prayer), for you have
not performed the prayer.” The man did so twice or thrice,
and cach time the Prophet % said to him: “Go back and offer
Al-salat (the prayer), for you have not performed the prayer.”
The people feared lest each one who performed the prayer so
briefly would have no prayer (no reward for his prayer). At
last, the man said: "Show me and teach me, for [ am but a
human who is liable both to err and to behave well.” He said:
“Well. If you stood for Al-salat (the prayer) perform Al-
wodoo’ as Allah has ordered you, then recite Al-shahada
(testimony of faith) and after that recite Al-igama. If you have
(memorized) any portion of the Koran read it, otherwise
praise, glorify, and exalt Allah. Then bow until you feel at
ease. Then stand erect. Then prostrate until you feel at ease.
Then sit until you feel at ease. Then stand. And if you so did,
your prayer is complete. And if you missed anything from it,
it will be reduced from your prayer but it will not be wholly
useless.” The narrator said: ™ This was less hard for them than
their primary thought, ie. that the prayer performed
extremely briefly has no reward.’
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Chapter (126)

About the Desirability of Greeting One’s Family
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Allah 35 said:

“There is no restriction on the blind, nor any restriction
on the lame, nor any restriction on the sick, nor on
yourselves, if you eat from your houses, or the houses of your
fathers, or the houses of your mothers, or the houses of your
brothers, or the houses of your sisters, or the houses of your
paternal uncles, or the houses of your paternal aunts, or the
houses of your maternal uncles, or the houses of your
maternal aunts, or (from that) whereof you hold keys, or
(from the house) of a friend. No sin on you whether you eat
together or apart. But when you enter houses, greet one
another with a greeting from Allah (Say: °‘As-Salamo
Alaykom - peace be on you') blessed and good. Thus, Allah
makes clear the signs to you that you may understand. * (24: 61)
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The Messenger of Allah % said as:

435. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah
4 said to me: “Dear son! If you entered on your household,
greet them, that it would be a blessedness for you and for
them.”" (Al-Termizi)
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Chapter ( 127)
About Greeting the Adolescents
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436. Anas ibn Malik 4 narrated that he passed by a group

of boys, greeted them, and said: ‘The Prophet 2 used to do
s0.” (Bukhar)

608



Riyaadhos-Saaliheen {The Meadows of the Righteous People)
{Abridged)

doa jlaa (a8l g Aag) Jal dpad A Gl VYA
ATEN (e iy ¥ AN i g
Chapter ( 128)
About Greeting One's Wife, Mahram Women,

and Non-Mahram Women if one does

not fear Fanaticism by them
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437. Narrated Umm Hani bint Abu-Taleb (may Allah be
pleased with her): ‘T went to Allah's Messenger # in the year
of the conquest of Mecca and found him taking a bath while
Fatima (may Allah be pleased with her) was screening him.
The Prophet 4 asked: “Who is it?” [ replied: "I am Umm
Hani.”™ (Bukhari)
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438. Narrated Asma'a bint Yazeed: “The Prophet 4 passed
by a group of women in the mosque and he signaled by the
hand (to greet them).” Abdul-Hameed, one of the narrators
gestured with his hand while narrating this. (At-Termizi)
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Chapter ( 129)

About Initiating a Greeting to a Disbeliever
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439, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah #%
said: “Do not initiate a greeting to the Jews and the
Christians. And if you meet one of them do not behave in a
way that shows you are honoring him."”
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440, Narrated A'isha : ‘A group of the Jews entﬂrﬂd to see
the Prophet # and said: "As-Samo Alayka” (*May death
befall you™ instead of saying: “As-Salamo Alayka (May
peace be upon you).”) The Prophet 4 said: “And the same is
for you.” A'isha said: 'l said: "Wa Alaykom Al-samo Wal-
La'anah (May death and Allah’s curse befall you).” Prophet #
said: “O A'isha ! Indeed, Allah loves leniency in all affairs.”
Al'isha said: “Did you not hear what they said?” He said:
“And I said: ‘And the same 1s for you.™ {AI;-Termizi]
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441, Narrated Abu-Huraira: "The Messenger of Allah #
said: "If one of you comes to a meeting, let him greet the
other attendants. If he wants to sit, let him sit, and if he wants
to leave, let him take his farewell, for the second 1s worthier
than the first.”™ (At-Termizi)
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Chapter ( 130)
About the Manners of asking Permission to Enter
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“O you who believe! Enter not houses other than your
own, until you have asked permission and greeted the

occupants; that is better for you, in order that you may
remember. *” (24 27) And
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“And when the children among you come to puberty,
then let them (also) ask for permission, as those senior to
them (in age). Thus Allah makes clear His Commandments

and legal obligations for you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-
Wise. *” (24: 59)
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The Messenger of Allah ¥ said as:

442, Narrated by Abu-Sa'eed: ‘Abu-Musa asked
permission to enter to see Omar ibn Al-Khattab saying: "Al-
Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. May I
enter)?” Omar said: "This is the first.” Abu-Mousa asked
permission for a second time afier a short while saying: "As-
Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. May I enter)
?" Omar said: "This i1s the second time.” Abu-Musa asked
the permission for the third time after a short while saying:
Al-Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. May I
enter)?” Then Abu-Musa went away. Omar said to the
doorkeeper: "What has he done?” He said: "He has gone
away.” Omar said: "Bring him to me.” When he came, Omar
said to him: "Why did you not enter (after asking permission
three times)?” Abu-Musa said: “It is Sunna (I have behaved
in accordance with Sunna ).” Omar said: “By Allah, either
you bring forth proof or you will be punished.” Abu-Sa'eed
said”: ‘So Abu-Musa came to us. We were a group of Al-
Ansar. He said: O Assemble of Al Ansa r! Are not you the
most knowledgeable people of Sunna 7 Has not the
Messenger of Allah #& said: *Asking permission to enter is
three times. If you were permitted, enter. If otherwise
return.”” Abu-Sa'eed said: ‘“The people started to joke with
him, then I raised my head and said: "I am your partner in this
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affair.”” When we came to Omar and told him the news,
Omar said: "I have not heard of this’.”” (At-Termizi)
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7 Imam Al-Nawawi said; ‘The scholars are in accord that asking
permission is essential according to the Noble Koran, Sunna, and
unanimous agreement.

According to Sunna, one should give the Islamic greeting and ask
permission to enter thrice as this is clear from the Noble Koran.
The scholars differ about whether one should offer the greeting or
ask permission first. The sound opinion is that one should offer the
greeting first then ask permission. One should say: "As-Salamo
Alykom. ‘Adkholo (Peace be upon you. May | enter)?" The second
opinion is that one should ask permission first. The third opinion is
that if he sees the guradian of the house, he greets him then he
asks permission.

In the situation where one has asked permission thrice and
thought that no one had heard him, there are three opinions. The
sound one Is to go away without persisting any more.

It should be obvious that Omar & threatened Abu-Musa . to
implicitly warn any one who would dare to fabricate a Hadith to
support his claim. Therefore he asked for proof, although he was
confident that Abu-Musa .4 was telling the truth,

This shows that how the companions used to revere the Muslim
caliph whose stick was more terrifying than the swords of the
unjust rulers,

It shows also that a well-established scholar may not know some
knowledge that is known to a scholar lower than him in rank.
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443, Narrated Omar  ibn Al-Khattab: ‘I asked the
permission to enter on the Messenger of Allah # three times
and he permitted me.’

Abu-Issa said: ‘Omar < criticized Abu-Musa when he
returned because he had not been informed about the words
of the Prophet #: ... Asking permission to enter is for three
times. If you were permitted, enter. If otherwise return.””

* #* #
45 gl danly Ay Qi) of Bl — A ¥
Chapter ( 131)
About the One asking Permission to enter

giving his Full Name or Nickname

[Islam legalizes for its followers what benefits them in
life and in the Hereafter. It protects them from whatever
would harm them, and no harm is greater than torment of the
Hellfire.

Thus, asking permission to enter is one of these means of
safety. The Messenger of Allah # said as:
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Narrated by Sahl ibn Sa'ad 4:: ‘A man peeped through a
round hole into the dwelling place of the Prophet % while the
Prophet # had an iron comb [in his hand] with which he was
scratching his head, the Prophet % said: “Had I known you
were looking (through the hole), T would have pierced your
eye with it (the iron comb). Verily! The order of taking
permission to enter has been enjoined because of that sight,
(that one should not look unlawfully at the state of others).”™
(Bukhari)

The one asking permission should not face the door
directly. He should stand on the right or the left side of it. He
should ask permission three times uttering the Islamic
greeting and asking for permission lo enter. If he felt any
reluctance on the part of the people he was visiting to give
him permission, he should go away. This would be better for
him. He should give enough information about himself so that
the host would know him. [When asked: “Who is there?”] it
is not enough to say: ”I am.” He should say: "l am so and s0.”

And now, let us see what Imam An-Nawawi compiled.]
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444, Narrated Anas ibn Malik: ‘Malik ibn Sas'a said that
Allah's Messenger 3 described to them his Night Journey
(saying): “While T was lying in Al Hateem or Al Hijr,
suddenly someone came to me and cut my body open from
here to here.” The narrator said: ‘It meant from his throat to
his pubic area. (The Prophet # further said:) “He then took
out my heart. Then a gold tray full of faith was brought to me
and my heart was washed and filled (with faith) and then he
returned it to its original place. Then a white animal that was
smaller than a mule and bigger than a donkey was brought to

" The narrator said: ‘It was Boraq. (The Prophet % said:)
“The animal's step (was so wide that it) reached the farthest
point within the reach of the animal's sight. I was carried on
it, and Gabriel set out with me until we reached t he nearest
heaven. When he asked for the gate to be opened, it was asked:
“Who is it?” Gabriel answered: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who
is accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the affirmative .
Then it was said: “He 1s welcomed. What an excellent visit his

s!” The gate was opened, and when I went over the first
heaven I saw Adam there. Gabriel said (to me): “This is your
father, Adam. Give him your greetings.” So [ greeted him and
he returned the greetings to me and said: “You are welcomed,
O pious son and pious Prophet.”

Then, Gabriel ascended with me until we reached the
second heaven. Gabriel asked for the gate to be opened. It
was asked: “Who is it?"” Gabriel answered: “Gabriel” I was
asked: “Who is accompanying you?” Gabriel replied:
“Muhammad.” It was asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel
answered in the affirmative. Then it was said: “He is welcomed.
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What an excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened. When 1
went over the second heaven, there I saw Yahya (John) and
Jesus who were cousins of each other. Gabriel said (to me):
“These are Yahya (John) and Jesus, give them your greetings.”
So, I greeted them and both of them returned my greetings to me
and said: “You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious
Prophet.”

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the third heaven and
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?”
Gabriel replied: Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.”It was
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the
affirmative. Then it was said: “He is welcomed. What an
excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened, and when I went
over the third heaven, there I saw Yusuf (Joseph). Gabriel
said: (to me): “This 15 Yusuf (Joseplh), give him your
greetings.” So, I greeted him and he returned the greetings to
me and said: “You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious
Prophet.”

Then, Gabriel ascended with me to the fourth heaven and
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Whois it?”
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the
affirmative. Then, it was said: “He is welcomed. What an
excellent visit his is!' The gate was opened, and when I went
over the fourth heaven, there I saw Idrees (Enoch). Gabriel
said (to me): “This is Idrees (Enoch), give him your greetings.”
So I greeted him and he returned the greetings to me and said:
“You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious Prophet.”

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the fifth heaven and
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?”
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is
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accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the affirmative.
Then, it was said: “He is welcomed. What an excellent visit his
is!” So, when I went over the fifth heaven, there I saw Haroon
(Aron). Gabriel said (to me): “This is Ha roon (Aron), give him
vour greetings.” I greeted him and he returned the greetings to
me and said: *You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious
Prophet.”

Then, Gabriel ascended with me to the sixth heaven and
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?”
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the
affirmative. It was said: “He is welcomed. What an excellent
visit his is!"” When [ went (over the sixth heaven), there I saw
Moses. Gabriel said (to me): “This is Moses, give him your
greetings.” So, 1 greeted him and he returned the greetings to
me and said: “You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious
Prophet.” When I left him (Moses) he wept. Someone asked
him: “What makes you weep?” Moses said: “I weep because
after me there has been sent (Muhammad 4% as a Prophet) a
young man, whose followers will enter Paradise in greater
numbers than my followers.”

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the seventh heaven and
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?”
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” [t was asked: “Who is
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was
asked: *“Has he been called?’ Gabriel replied in the
affirmative. Then it was said: “He is welcomed. What an
excellent visit his 1s!™ So, when I went {over the seventh
heaven), there | saw Abraham. Gabriel said (to me): “This is
your father, give your greetings to him.” So I greeted him and
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he returned the greetings to me and said: “You are welcomed,
O pious son and pious Prophet.”

Then I was made to ascend up to Sidrat Al-Montaha (i.e.
the lote tree of the utmost boundary) Behold! Its fruits were
like the jars of Hajar (a place near Madina) and its leaves
were as big as the ears of elephants. Gabriel said: “This is the
lote tree of the utmost boundary.” Behold! There were four
rivers, two were hidden, and two were visible. I asked: “What
are these two kinds of rivers, O Gabriel?” He replied: “As to
the hidden rivers, they are two rivers in Paradise and the
visible rivers are the Nile and the Euphrates.” Then Al-Baytol
Ma'amoor (the Sacred House) was shown to me. Every day
seventy thousand angels enter it. Then a container full of wine
and another full of milk and a third full of honey were
brought to me. I took the milk. Gabriel remarked: “This is the
Islamic religion that you and your followers are following.”

Then the prayers were enjoined on me. They were fifty
prayers a day. When I returned, I passed by Moses who asked
(me): “What have you been ordered to do?” I replied: “I have
been ordered to offer fifty prayers a day.” Moses said: “Your
followers cannot bear fifty prayers a day, and by Allah, [
tested people before you, and I tried my very best with Bano
Israel (in vain). Go back to your Lord and ask for reduction to
lessen your followers' burden.” So I went back, and Allah
reduced ten prayers for me. Then again I came to Moses, but
he repeated the same as he had said before. Then, again I
went back to Allah and He reduced ten more prayers. When I
came back to Moses he said the same, I went back to Allah,
and He ordered me to observe ten prayers a day. When I came
back to Moses, he repeated the same advice, so [ went back to
Allah and was ordered to observe five prayers a day. When |
came back to Moses, he said: “What have you been ordered?”
I replied: “I have been ordered to observe five prayers a day.”
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He said: “Your followers cannot bear five prayers a day, and
no doubt, 1 have an experience of the people before you, and I
tried my very best with Bano Israel, so go back to your Lord
and ask for reduction to lessen your followers' burden.” I
said: “I have requested so much of my Lord that I feel
ashamed, but 1 am satisfied now and surrender to Allah's
Order.” When 1 left, I heard a voice saying: “I have passed
My Order and have lessened the burden of My servants.™
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445, Narrated Jaber: ‘I asked the permission to enter to see
the Messenger of Allah # for a debt that my father owed. He
said: "Who are you?” I said: ‘Me.” He said: “(Who is) Me?”

Jaber said: ‘It seemed as if the Messenger of Allah # disliked
that brief answer (i.e. because I did not tell my full name).’
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446. Narrated Umm Hani bint Abu-Taleb: ‘I went to
Allah's Messenger # in the year of the conquest of Mecca
and found him taking a bath while Fa tima was screening
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him. The Prophet 4 asked: “Who is it?” I replied: "I am
Umm Hani.”” (Bukhari)

oablall Cuadii B Qb ) YY
Chapter ( 132)

About Responding to a Sneezer

Sneezing is a blessing to man, and as a Muslim
acknowledges Allah’s countless favors to him, he should
thank Him for every favor.

When a Muslim sneezes, he should remember the favor
and thank Allah for it. Islam, being a Divine Message, deals
with all issues comprehensively. It teaches us in the language
of the Messenger of Allah # to thank Allah for our sneezes.

It is obvious that when a Muslim sneezes and thanks Allah
& for it, that it becomes obligatory to for him to have an
answer. We should pray to Allah & that He (Allah) 3& will
guide him and improve his affairs. This is plain from Sunna .

We ask Allah & to guide us to act upon the
commandments of the Noble Koran and Sunna that we will
attain prosperity.

And now, let us see what Imam An-Nawawi compiled.]
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The Messenger of Allah # said as:

447, Narrated by Abu-Huraira # : ‘“The Prophet # said:
“Allah likes sneezing and dislikes yawning, so if someone
sneezes and then praises Allah, then it is obligatory on every
Muslim who hears him, to say: 'May Allah show Mercy on
you (YarhamokAllah).” But as regards yawning, this is from
Satan, so one must try one's best to stop it as much as
possible. For if any one of you yawns, Satan laughs at him."”
(Bukhari)
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448. Narrated Abu-Huraira < : ‘The Prophet # said:
"When one of you sneezes, he should say: 'Alhamdo Lillah
(Praise is to Allah),’ and his brother should say to him:
"Yarhamokallah (Ma Allah have mercy on you)'. When he

says this he [the sneezer] should reply: "Yahdlkomyollah
(May Allah guide you and give you well being).”" (Bukhari)
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449, Narrated Abu-Mousa : ‘The Jews used to fake

sneezing in the presence of the Messenger of Allah 4 so that
he would pray for them: *“Yarhamokomollah (May Allah

show mercy at vyou)” He used to say to them:
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“Yahdeekomollaho Wa yosliho Balakom (May Allah guide
you and mend your affairs).”
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450. Narrated Hilal ibn Yasaf: “Sa im ibn Obayd was with
some people on a journey. A man sneezed and prayed: "Al-
Salamo Alayka (May peace be upon you).” Salem ibn Obayd
said: "As-Sala mo Alayka Wa Ala Ommik (May peace be
upon you and upon your mother).” It seemed that the man
became angry at the words of Salem, so Salem said: "As to
me, I did not say except what the Prophet # had said. A man
sneezed in his presence and said: ‘AsSala mo Alaykom, May
peace be upon you,” and the Prophet # said: "Alayka Wa la
Ommik (May peace be upon you and upon your mother).” If
one of you sneezes, let him say: ‘Al Hamdo Lillah Rabbil
Alameen (Praise be to Allah, Lord of all that exists).””
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451. Narrated Anas ibn Malik: “Two men sneezed in the
presence of the Messenger of Allah #. The Messenger of
Allah # responded to one of them and did not respond to the
second. The latter said: “Messenger of Allah! You have
responded to him but you did not respond to me?” The

Messenger of Allah # said: “He praised Allah but you did not
praise Allah.”’

»
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452. Narrated Salama: ‘A man sneezed in the presence of
the Messenger of Allah # while [ was present. The Messenger
of Allah # said to him: “Yarhamokallah (May Allah show
mercy on you).” Then, the man sneezed for a second time and
the Messenger of Allah % said to him: “You have caught a
cold.™
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The other narrative includes that the Messenger of Allah
% said to him on the third time: “You have caught cold.”
Commenting on this narrative Abu-Issa said: "The second
narrative is sounder.”

L,DL:.LLp.lmun:. .l.u.n.u,-_p,_rm].u.‘nl_,:_lnd_,li _‘p_”w."m:..nll_u:u:. for

453. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet # used to cover
his face with his hand or garment and lower the sound
whenever he sneezed.’
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Chapter: (133)
About the Desirability of Shaking Hands
and Smiling on Meeting Others
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454. Narrated Al-Bara'a bin Azib: ‘The Messenger of
Allah # said: “There are no two Muslims who meet and
shake hands except that Allah %% forgives them before
parting.”™
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455. Narrated Anas ibn Malik: ‘A man said: “Messenger

of Allah! If a man meets his brother or his friend is he
permitted to bow (o greet him)?” The Messenger of Allah 4%
said: “No.” The man said: "Is he permitted to embrace and
kiss him?” The Messenger of Allah # said: “No.” The man

said: "'Is he permitted to take his hand and shake hands with
him?" The Mcssenger of Allah # said: “Yes.™
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456. Narrated Qatada: ‘I said to Anas ibn Malik: "Did the
companions of the Messenger of Allah # used to shake hands
with each other?" He said; "Yes.”™
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457. Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘The Prophet % said: "Putting
one’s hand on the forehead of the diseased perfects his visit
and shaking with the hand perfects the greeting.””

% * *
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What was said about Embracing and Kissing
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458. Narrated A'isha : Zayd ibn Haretha came to Madina.
The Messenger of Allah # was in my house at that time. Zayd
knocked at the door and the Messenger of Allah # rose up
and went to receive him naked,® dragging his (outer) garment,
He embraced and kissed him.” A'isha said: ‘By Allah, I never
saw the Messenger of Allah % naked (while receiving a man)
after or before this.’

8 Naked here means covering the Awra, but not wearing an outer
garment. This shows pleasure and love of the Messenger of Allah
% for Zayd's arrival.
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